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Window Installation: Wood Frame Construction Techniques and Standards

Course Length: 1 hour

Course Instructor:  John Jervis
Professional Development
Course Description:

This 1-hour interactive online course explains the dynamics of traditional, stick-built wood frame wall construction and covers the technologies and techniques used in window installation in today’s newly built homes. Understanding how best to create barriers to water, moisture, air, heat exchange, and vapor migration enables window installers to be better able to properly fit windows, mitigating the chances for leaks due to faulty installation.

At the end of this course, you will understand proper installation of residential windows in buildings constructed with wood frame and know exactly how the how the wall barrier is breached by the creation of a space for a window.  More importantly, you will know how each and every one of these barrier components can be interfaced with the proper counterparts to recreate and preserve the function of the wall.

Course Objectives:

At the conclusion of this course, you will be able to: 

· Explain wood frame construction as it pertains to window and door installation and the challenges of installing a window or door using a mounting fins 

· Identify the techniques and materials for adequate drainage and sealing of window and door unit installations in wood framed walls 

· List the proper sequence recommended by recent standards creations and code revisions 

· Name the terms and definitions contained in manufacturer’s instructions and applicable codes

Course Outline:
Introduction 
The Importance of Nailing a Fin 
· Pan Flashing
· Accommodating Drainage Constructions

· Vapor Barrier Continuity

Before Beginning the Installation 
· Is the Opening the Proper Size?
· Is the Opening Plumb and Square?

· Is the Sill Level?

· Has the Opening been Framed Properly?

· Is the Window/Door Complete?

Basic Installation Requirements

· Shimming

· Caulking and Sealing

· Air and Moisture Barrier Integrity

· Step 1

· Step 2

· Step 3

· Alternate 1

· Step 4

· Step 5

· Step 6

· Step 7

· Alternate 2 and 3

· Vapor Barrier Continuity

· The Sequence is Important

Conclusion 

Instructor Biography
Mr. Jervis is president of Jervis & Associates and founder of the Association of Window and Door Installers, Inc., who, in 1989, was the first to develop industry accepted standards for window installation, (a primary reference for the ASTM Installation Standard) and the first to conduct a national Residential Installation Certification program for windows and doors (www.awdi.com; and www.windowinstallers.com). In October of 2007, AWDI was recommended by Consumer Reports Magazine as the go-to source for qualified installers.

He founded and published Door & Window Retailing (1989-1994) and founded and published Window & Door Magazine until it was sold to the National Glass Association after which he served as editor until 1998.

Mr. Jervis serves on the FMA Installation Committee writing standards and practices for Coastal Installation, and has contributed to the ASTM Installation Task Force, responsible for publishing the recognized standard ASTM 2112 – the basis of the Installation Masters program.

Mr. Jervis and AWDI have inaugurated the Window Fitters Guild (www.windowfittersguild.com). Patterned after the European Trade designation for window and door installation, the Window Fitters Guild engages in training with apprentice, journeyman and master levels, and has been awarded the Federal Government designation as a Registered Certification Mark (equal in relevance to another industry Certification mark – Energy Star) the mark establishes compliance with a recognized standard when affixed to an installation.

Mr. Jervis has authored the Illustrated Guide to Vinyl Window Installation; the Illustrated Guide to Windows; and the Illustrated Guide to Coastal Installation among other books in the field.
