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Loa Town & Waterworks Council Meeting                                          June 8, 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk29388682]Mayor Grundy opens the meeting. Town board members present: Chris Olsen is present, Bart Brian is present, Don Bone is present, Ryan Rees is present, Michelle Brian is present, Jeanette Taylor is present, Matt Morgan is present. 

Visitors: Barbara Tewell, Brock Jackson

Arsenic results: No results for May yet. 

Business Items:

Matt talked to Adus (county) and he is going to hook us up with some street signs for the address ones that have been ruined. He said that the prison up north makes signs and they are quite a bit cheaper. He was going to email him the link to look at it. The mayor said the yield sign is down by Dee Hatch’s old place. The stop sign right here on the corner is still down too. Chris said the one by Wells & Colleen needs to be put in deeper or something, it's still leaning. There’s still one down by Thomas Peterson’s too. Matt said he was mowing side streets and taking loads from the cemetery. He said there were some meters that the Fillmore’s missed installing so he ordered them and will install those. He got the parts today for those. He’s had some software glitches with his new tablet that wasn’t transferring correctly either. Michelle said we do have a few more reading and Brad is coming back over next Tuesday to do some more troubleshooting so hopefully we can get even more working. Chris said Jeff came home from getting the flags down from the cemetery. She asked who buys the flags for that? The mayor told her that the American Legion does. She said Jeff thought they probably needed 50 new ones because they were getting pretty worn. The mayor said she can contact a member of the American Legion and let them know. Bart said he thought Stu Baker was the one over it now. But she could probably talk to Don Coombs or Pace Ellett too. The town hasn’t bought them in the past it has been the American Legion so she should check there first. We store them for them but they are the ones that purchase new ones. Michelle had Janet Adams come in about some concerns she had at the park. The bathroom door knob is broken. It’s the one closest to the tennis courts that the town lets them use. She said they don’t dare close that door now because they might get locked inside. She also said the bathrooms are never stocked or cleaned. Michelle said, well, the town stocks and cleans it prior to rentals but he may not be aware of it being out of stock or dirty otherwise. She also stated that they are the only ones that move the garbage out on Monday’s so if they don’t get it done it doesn’t get dumped. The mayor said we don’t charge them for using the restrooms or anything so he doesn’t feel like they necessarily need to cater to them. Michelle said the garbage may be from people renting the park, but that they are taking it out so that it gets dumped. He feels like they can clean up the restroom they are using and stock it because they aren’t paying for it anyway. Michelle said that Janet told her that they do clean it up and bring their own toilet paper. Chris said but if they didn’t take the garbage to the road, who would do it? Isn’t that our responsibility? Matt said he used to do it but it’s usually out before he even gets there, they beat him to it. Michelle said I told her the bathrooms do get cleaned when they are rented and she claimed that during the car show they were not cleaned. Michelle said that she would take her concerns to the council. So that is what she is doing. Jeanette said we need to keep the facilities nice and clean. I would be happy to do that. If you want to give me that assignment I would do it. Bart asked during these events, are we supposed be on hand to clean and restock? Michelle said no we never have been except for the fair sometimes; we’ve had to restock. We try to just keep a good stock for whoever is renting it. Bart said, okay, so we clean it prior to an event and then right after. We don’t leave it open to the public and we have been nice to let the pickle ball group have a key to use that one restroom free of charge. Bart said if they are complaining then they can use the portable toilet that we have set up across the street and we can keep the bathrooms locked. The mayor agreed that they aren’t obligated to keep them stocked and cleaned for them so if they are going to complain they can just lock them out. Chris said to Matt, it looks like you killed the grass out her in front of the building, that’s great but leaving it there dead looks terrible. We want the town hall to look nice. Michelle asked if that could be something that he has this youth group do when they come to do their service project. Matt said he was going to dig it all out and have it ready for them to just put down the ground cover and rocks. Michelle asked if the girls could dig up the dead weeds between the curb and sidewalk area or would it be too hard for them to dig. It would be nice if they could just have cement there but could they do something in that area to keep it looking nice? Bart said just ground sterilant so that they don’t come back. They didn’t really have much to suggest on that. Chris said I had someone else complain about the trees on main street. Are we watering them? Matt said yes, he is. Bart said you don’t want my opinion on that. Chris said you don’t want mine either because I am not a tree lover either. Chris said Travis Pace also hit her up about the mess at the cemetery and when we are going to clean it up. Bart said just tell him when we get to it. Don said he had been hit up too. Bart said Matt is one person, he has a lot to do so he will get to it when he has the time. Don said it does need to get done. Chris agreed with Bart that he is one person and has a lot to do. Ryan said I had a conversation with him also and I told him I would get down there before Memorial Day and get it taken care of but I didn’t get to it. Matt said he did burn a lot of it and he has been hauling some out, but its not all done yet. The mayor said every cemetery has a trash pile. We are doing our best to keep the debris taken care of and we put up a fence to help. He may never be satisfied with what we do out there. Chris said he moved there long after the cemetery was there so he knew what it looked like and what he was moving next to but she told him she would bring to the council. Bart suggested we put up a wire fence up on the undeveloped part of the cemetery and that will stop people from going in a dumping their trash on our pile. Chris loved that idea. Bart said put two gates at the end that we can lock and keep people from going out there on that part. Bart said we can have a pile of dirt or whatever on that ground but that will stop others from adding to the pile. Chris said Cathy asked her and Jeanette to help gather flowers off after Memorial Day. Michelle and Matt went out too and they spent probably an hour and half and got all the flowers and things removed. They put things on Matt’s flatbed truck that looked like people may want to retrieve as well and Matt parked it out there for a couple of days. Unfortunately, Veann Pace had some nice things that were left on the truck that disappeared when it was parked there. Someone had taken them. She was not happy about that. Chris had let Tammy know that they were on the truck for them to come get but by the next day they were gone. Chris apologized to her but said it had been a week and the lawns needed to be mowed. She said they let her family know where the stuff was and then it was out of their hands. She is just wondering if we can get a sign out there that says that you have 5 days to get the flowers off or they will be removed. If we have a sign then people can’t have excuses and they know that they must get them off or lose them. Veann then said the she had these special flowers out there and Cathy Brian (the person that mows for Loa Town) has made arrangements with here that they wouldn’t be removed. Chris said we cannot have special arrangements with people. Everyone has to be treated the same and flowers have to come off when we mow. She said Matt if you are over Cathy then you need to tell her that she cannot make special arrangements with people. That is not fair. Chris thinks a sign may help. Michelle said we can also add it to the letter that the town sends out in the spring saying the flowers and things will be removed after a week. Chris said she had some other comments about some graves sinking, Angela’s grave was a pretty bad one but Jeanette and her family went and took care of it. Chris said someone could have tripped and fallen so she was glad they fixed it. She said it is our responsibility to take care of it out there. Bart said no it’s not. When they purchase their grave, it is their responsibility. We are putting a lot of time and money out there and we get no income to help with it. People complain about how it is but they are responsible for their own ground. He said look at Teasdale’s cemetery. Chris said, well if we want it to look like that then we need to let people know. The town does not have the money to keep sinking into the cemetery like people are expecting. Chris does not agree. She said that it is fine we can disagree. We can all have different opinions. Bart said I own two plots out there that are mine, I will take care of them. Chris said they pay and they expect maintenance. Bart said they don’t pay. Each person pays $50 to purchase their grave and that $50 doesn’t get you years’ worth of maintenance. The mayor says we already pay two people to spend time out there and do what we can to keep it looking nice. We are using money from our general fund to take care of it. The money people pay in is long gone and there are not all these people buying more graves to put back into it. We cannot budget anymore money then we already are. Chris said she gets that but we can fix it by raising the price per grave. Michelle said we can raise the price but we don’t sell enough of them yearly that it would really help long term. Ryan asked if there was funding like a grant that could help. Michelle said there may be but it would be more for a project not long-term maintenance, like the flag pole we did for instance. She doesn’t know of anything that would help pay payroll or for people to tend the cemetery if that is what he is asking. Ryan said he agrees with Bart and the mayor, we do not have the budget to take care of it the way it may need to be. He was just wondering if there was some fee we could impose or a way to collect more money every year. Michelle said maybe when we send the letter out every year, we need to inform the residents that the town does not have the funds to spend the hours necessary to keep the cemetery looking the way they may want but that we are doing our best. If we communicate our desire to have them help us as a community to do their part it may help. She feels like the more we communicate the better response the town may have. It may be that they just don’t understand how the budget works and that there isn’t all this revenue coming in for it. Chris just wants to know how to answer the hard questions because she seems to be the one that people call about these matters. Bart said you just say we are doing the best we can. Ryan said or you can say you know we understand your concerns with the cemetery and we wish we could find some funds to help with it but we are limited to what we can do. Right now, that is Loa Town donating funds to take care of it and resources from the town to take care of it. We are struggling right now because we do not have revenue coming in to pay for it. Ryan said years ago when the town decided to plant grass out there, people were angry. They did not want grass. It was a big issue. Some wanted grass and some didn’t. People thought the water would settle the graves too much and the headstones would be ruined. It is true it happens but the majority wanted a pretty green lawn so they put it all in. Now those same people may be same ones that are mad when the grass isn’t green enough or pretty enough. You cannot please everyone. We just try to do the best that we can. Michelle said right now she would dare say that she might sell 2-3 graves per year if that so it really isn’t a lot of revenue and we are paying Cathy $150 per week so roughly $2000 per summer to mow and weed eat. That doesn’t include time Matt spends out there and the cost of the sprinklers and power bill. They did asphalt the road because they want to keep it looking good and honor those people, but the citizens need to understand that they can only do so much. They need to do their part too. Bart asked Matt if he could spray 2 or 3 feet off the road by Garkane and Taylor Jones because the asphalt isn’t near as wide there when you get a minute. The mayor mentioned some streets that still need some patches when he has time too. 

Chris asked if Jared had come started working on the computers. Michelle said yes, he did, they still need to get some things transferred but they got them set up and some programs on. She asked if we got a desk yet. Michelle said not yet, been looking at some but they need to have Matt move the filing cabinets around first. 

Bart asked if anyone else had heard that the county was suing them over the community center. Chris said she heard that. Michelle said no one has said anything to her from the county. Matt said they had been surveying it. Michelle had asked Commissioner Brian about it and he said they were going to have it surveyed and offer money to buy the town’s part of it. Bart said they don’t have money for it. They don’t have money to remodel the building by them so why would they have money to buy it and remodel this one. It doesn’t make sense. 

The mayor asked about Rob Smith lawsuit. Michelle he was served on the 30th of May and he had 21 days to give some reply to the court. If he did not respond in those 21 days then the court would automatically rule in the town’s favor. Michelle isn’t sure what that meant exactly for the town. When she talked to the attorney prior, she thought the town could then have it cleaned up and Rob would have to pay for it. The police would have to back the town up on that because of the court order. That was her understanding but she was not exactly sure. She thinks the amount he owed would be put as a lien on his property. He hasn’t responded as of yet. He has dug a hole and has pipe under a camp trailer. Michelle called the building inspector and the public health to see if they could investigate what his intentions were with the hole and piping. He cannot be using it as a cesspool for his trailers. The public health guy said he went there but no one answered and he cannot legally go on his property without them being present. He was going to try again.

Mayor Grundy asks for motion to approve May minutes. Don motions to accept the May minutes. Bart seconds the minutes for May. All others voted in favor. Motion carries. 

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable for June, Chris motions to approve the accounts payable for June. Don seconds the motion to approve the accounts payable for June. All others voted in favor. Motion carries. 

Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits, and delinquent water lists are all approved by signature of all town board members. Michelle also has them make sure all the checks written match the reconciliation’s as well.

Michelle mentioned that they had leftover food from the Memorial Day BBQ if they wanted to cook prior to next month’s meeting and invite their families they could. She told them to let her know if they felt like it was something they could do. They can wait until August too. 

Michelle said the 2022-2023 budget looked good other then one line item that went over but overall, it was still under so they didn’t need to amend it. She did want to note in the minutes to what the line item said so that the public was aware. On page 1 of the on actual amounts column, if they went to the expenses and mayor/council misc. line it shows an amount of $1315 and they had only budgeted $1000. Their annual Christmas dinner was the reason. It just cost more this year for food then what they had paid years prior. This was the only place that they went over but like she said their overall budget was still under. 

The mayor opens the public hearing for the 2023-2024 budget review. Most items were left pretty similar to the year prior. The changes will be noted with the attached budget. They did decide to make one big change. They added a new line item for the EMS in the amount of $12,000 to cover this year’s new charge. It will vary from year to year, but the proposed amount was just over $11,000 so putting $12,0000 should cover it. They went over all the budgets for general, water, cemetery and irrigation and made just some minor adjustments to numbers they had used the year before just due to rising cost of things. The corrections will be noted on the attached document. The mayor calls for a motion to close the budget hearing for 2023/2024 budget. Bart motions to close the budget hearing for the 2023/2024 budget. Chris seconds the motion to close the budget hearing for the 2023/24 budget. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. 

The mayor opens the 2023/24 budget and asks for a motion to adopt the 2023/24 budget with the new line item for EMS and the minor adjustments made as noted by attached document. Don motions to adopt the 2023/24 budget. Bart seconds the motion to adopt the 2023/24 budget. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. 

Michelle explains a petition was filed with her on May 4, 2023 for an annexation from Leavitt Land Investments and Brian Farm Service Center. The council is only needing to accept or deny for further consideration this petition tonight. There are more steps in the future, but tonight the only formal business is to accept or deny for further consideration the petition. There was some discussion about culinary water, irrigation water and a few other things pertaining to the subdivision after the annexation takes place and they submit a subdivision application but they will continue those discussion in future meetings. Brock from Six County dropped by to address a few things about the water ordinance that they are having him draft. Michelle will attach the list of items that they discussed with him because of their length with the minutes as well. Some of the items were points that their water attorney Jared had brought attention to after reading the draft. He sent them the items he wanted them to consider. They will continue to have more discussions about the water ordinance in the future as well. There was one point that the council made that they didn’t think they could require more of Dane then the irrigation company can supply. They would expect him to operate in the same was the Fremont Irrigation does each year. The agreement should have him follow along with whatever Fremont Irrigation rules are and how much water they have each year. Brock will make note of this and talk to Jared about it. 

The mayor read that pursuant to Utah Code Ann. Section 10-2-405(1) the council can accept or deny for further consideration the annexation petition titled, Road Creek Annexation, submitted by Leavitt Land & Investments, Inc. and Brian Farm Service Center, Inc. The mayor calls a motion to accept or deny for further consideration the annexation petition that has been filed as he stated above. Don motions to accept for further consideration the annexation petition titled, Road Creek Annexation, submitted by Leavitt Land & Investments, Inc. and Brian Farm Service Center, Inc. Bart seconds the motion to accept for further consideration the annexation petition titled, Road Creek Annexation, submitted by Leavitt Land & Investments, Inc. and Brian Farm Service Center, Inc. Ryan votes in favor, Chris votes in favor. Motion carries. 

As mentioned earlier there is a group of young women coming and they wanted to be given a service project. They had decided to have them clean up the flower beds next to the town hall. Matt will prepare it and they will put the ground cover down and put rocks in. This should give them enough to do. Michelle will tell them to wear gloves and the town would have everything else ready for them to do the project. 

Information Items:

No other information was discussed.

Mayor calls for a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Bart motions to adjourn. Ryan seconds the motion to adjourn. All others voted in favor. Motion carries.

Meeting Adjourned.
