


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING
June 14, 2023
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Armstrong, Council Members Dallin, Ritter, J Holmgren, R Holmgren, Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen

VISITORS:   

ABSENT: Council Members Anderson

WELCOME BY MAYOR ARMSTRONG, Invocation by Mayor Armstrong

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  July 12, 2023

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from May 10, 2023 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member Ritter motioned the minutes of May 10, 2023 be approved with the discussed change.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    Sgt Eddington will no longer handle Bear River City.  He turned it over to Deputy Martinez.  Mayor Armstrong has been in contact with him.  He let her know he would not be able to attend this evening.  He will email a copy of the monthly incident report.  

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

PUBLIC HEARING TO RECEIVE COMMENTS ON POSSIBLE AMENDMENTS TO THE 2022-23 BUDGET AND ADOPT THE PROPOSED 2023-24 BUDGET:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to open the Public Hearing.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  There were no public comments.  Council Member Dallin motioned to close the Public Hearing.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.

REVIEW PUBLIC COMMENTS ON PUBLIC HEARING, RESOLUTION TO ADOPT 2022-23 AMENDED BUDGET, RESOLUTION TO ADOPT 2023-24 BUDGET AND RESOLUTION TO ADOPT THE 2023 CERTIFIED TAX RATE: Clerk Holmgren emailed the council and mayor a copy of the budget.  There were a couple of changes.  Highway and Public Improvements (Roads) was increased to $39,200.  Senior Dinner and July 24th Celebration was increased which made the amendment for Recreation and Culture $43,103.  Take Ball Diamond off General.  It was all paid for out of Park.  Council Member J Holmgren also mentioned Acme Water is raising their prices effective in July.  Scada System needs to be in the General instead of the Sewer, because it is paid by the ARPA money that is in the General Fund.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the resolution to adopt the 2022-23 Amended Budget.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the resolution to adopt the 2023-24 Budget.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve the resolution to adopt the 2023 Certified Tax Rate.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF ADJUSTED PERCENTAGE RATE FOR WILLOW DITCH, PUMP DITCH AND BEAR RIVER CITY:  The city bills the Willow and Pump ditch for ditch cleaning, moss killer etc.  When the GrandHaven Subdivision went in, the irrigation water was transferred into Bear River City’s name.  Therefore, we need to change the percentage each ditch is charged.  The new percentages are:  Willow Ditch 27.52%, Pump Ditch 11.12% and Bear River City 61.36%.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve the adjusted percentage rates for the Willow Ditch, Pump Ditch and Bear River City.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

RATIFY BEEHIVE BROADBAND ORDINANCE/FRANCHISE AGREEMENT (VOTED BY EMAIL):  We are trying to get this Ordinance/Franchise Agreement in place as soon as possible to keep from delaying them.  A copy of the Ordinance/Franchise Agreement was emailed to the Mayor and Council Members for possible approval.  Council Members J Holmgren, Dallin, Anderson, and R Holmgren voted in favor by email.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to ratify the email approval of the Beehive Broadband Ordinance/Franchise Agreement.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

IRRIGATION PAYMENT:  What happens when the bills that were sent out to the residents from the Bear River Canal Co, are not paid?  We don’t want to lose the irrigation water coming into town.  Clerk Holmgren will check with Shelly at the Canal Co.  

UPDATE AND POSSIBLY APPROVE THE IRRIGATION DITCH ENCLOSURE APPLICATION/IRRIGATION ORDINANCE 2005-03-03:  There is no change to this ordinance at this time.

JULY 24TH PLANS:  DUP:  Estelle Price contacted Mayor Armstrong earlier in the week.  She was planning on attending the meeting, but she isn’t here.  The DUP would like to put items in the town auction to make money for the DUP.  Last year it really drug out the auction a lot longer.  LeAnn Gilbert who is in charge of the auction doesn’t want to auction off the DUP items.  It makes the already long auction go longer and then they have to keep track of their items separate.  It also throughs off our whole schedule and makes everything later.  Council Member Dallin stated that we have never allowed any group or individuals to come in to the 24th and sell their items.  We have made an exception for the DUP.  Which we should, they are a part of our community and our traditions.  Council Member Dallin stated he wouldn’t mind if they wanted to set up their stand to sell things closer to where all the people are so they can sell more of their items.  

Council Member Dallin stated things are gearing up.  Most of the usual people are willing to help again.  We may be looking for someone to be in charge of the breakfast.  We will need a new person for the 5k.  He would like Trevor and Chrissy Nelson to help with this.  Because the celebration is on Monday, there will be events taking place on Friday and Saturday also.  Layne at Kents will be getting the food for us again.  We are hoping to get the truck like we did last year to store the frozen items.  Food will probably be delivered on Sunday.  Will need a few youth council to help unload the non-frozen items from truck.  Council Member Dallin asked Mayor Armstrong to contact Matt Tingey to see if he is willing to make the cobbler again this year.  He would like him to order his own ingredients and supplies and turn the receipts into the town.  Western Boil is still a go.  The Mayor has talked to the fire department about the parade, fish pond and fireworks.  They are good to go.  There will be a dunk tank and ax throwing as part of the Mr Bear River Contest.  This will be part of their final score for the competition.  Mayor Armstrong asked for suggestions for the Grand Marshall for the parade.  The names suggested are:  Carol Barker, Wayne Willis, and Joy Nelson.  Mayor Armstrong would like to have a float in the parade for the veterans.  She asked that we put it in the newsletter and post at the post office and facebook.  Mayor Armstrong also stated that someone on the Fire Department is also a farmer and would like to donate boxes of milk to our breakfast.  

ENGINEER UPDATE:  None.

OPEN AND PUBLIC MEETINGS TRAINING:  Proper Meeting Etiquette and rules were discussed in detail.  

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Dallin, Ritter, R Holmgren and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN: McKenzie Atkin sent a Facebook message to the town a few days before Memorial Day and stated that the cemetery didn’t look its best.  

DEPARTMENTS:  Fire District:  Previously Mayor Armstrong had talked to the council about how Mayor Bott was trying to do a study and it would cost us a lot to participate.    He is wanting to make a county fire district and absolve our district.  We opted out.  Now the County is going ahead with the study and picking up the tab.  BEFD Jordan Anderson will be calling to collect information from the towns.  The study will take 6-9 months.

Sewer:  Council Member J Holmgren reported the Scada System is up and running.  So far, we have only had one problem, but it is now fixed.  

Roads:  Council Member Dallin stated he had a concerned citizen stop at his house to express their concern about ATV’s and 4 wheelers driving fast up and down the streets.  Mayor Armstrong will mention it to Deputy Martinez.  Council Member Dallin suggested putting info in our newsletter about ATV training.

Park:  Dallas Rich would like to use the soccer field to practice and 4 or 5 games.  He would like to practice twice a week starting in July.  The games would start the last week of August.  He would like to know how much we would charge them.  They would need use of the bathrooms.  They are willing to do a fund raiser to update the goal posts.  They will have to take out 1st and 2nd base and the pitcher’s mound on the east diamond.  They will replace them when done.  They would do the work to fix some of the sprinklers and the holes they sit in.  They may even come in and lay a sand layer to fill in the holes to level it out and make it nicer.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve the use and plan for a soccer field by Dallas Rich.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 8:37 pm. Council Member R Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved July 12, 2023.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor Pro Tem 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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