City of La Verkin

435 North Main St., La Verkin, Utah, 84745
(435) 635-2581 Fax (435) 635-2104
www.laverkin,org

La Verkin City Council Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, June 21, 2023, 6:00 pm.
Council Chambers, 111 S. Main, La Verkin, Utah
Present: Mayor Pro Tem Blair Gubler; Council Members: Micah Gubler, Patricia Wise, and Chuck Hardy; Staff: Derek
Imiay, Kevin Bennett, Chief Nick Nuccitelli, and Christy Ballard; Public: Becki Bronson, Donna Gunter, Cyndi Gilbert,
and Natalie Ashby.
Mayor Kelly Wilson, Councilman Richard Hirschi, and Kyle Gubler were excused.

The motion was made by Councilman Chuck Hardy to nominate Counciiman Blair Gubler as the Mayor Pro
Tempore, second by Councilwoman Patricia Wise. Hardy-yes, Micah Gubler-yes, Wise-yes, Blair Gubler-no. The
motion carried.

A. Called to Order —The invocation/thought and Pledge of Allegiance were given by Becki Bronson at 6:00 pm.

B. Presentation:
1. Intermountain Health annual update
Cyndi Gilbert, St. George Regional Hospital Board Chair, excused Mitch Cloward and introduced Becki Bronson
and Natalie Ashby. Cyndi and Natalie gave the annual report for St. George Regional Hospital. See Exhibit A.
The 24/7 emergency room will be open in October 2023 at the Hurricane campus and will first be staffed with ED
physicians and nurses.

C. Consent Agenda: (Items on the consent agenda may not require discussion. These items will be a single motion

unless removed at the request of the Mayor or City Council.)

1. Declarations of conflict of interest

2. Agenda

3. Minutes: Tune 7, 2023, regular meeting
The motion was made by Councilinan Chuck Hardy to approve the consent agenda as written, including the
minutes of the June 7, 2023, regular meeting, second by Councilwoman Patricia Wise. Roll Call Vote: Hardy-yes,
Micah Gubler-yes, Wise-yes, Blair Gubler-yes. The motion carried unanimously,

D. Business:
1. Discussion and possible action to approve Resolution No. R-2023-06; a resolution setting the Certified Tax
Rate for La Verkin City for Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2023,
The motion was made by Councilman Chuck Hardy to approve Resolution No. R-2023-06; a resolution setting the
Certified Tax Rate for La Verkin City for Fiscal Year beginning July 1, 2023, second by Councilman Blair Gubler.
Roll Call Vote: Chuck-yes, Micah Gubler-yes, Wise-yes, Blair Gubler-yes. The motion carried unanimously.

2. Discussion and possible action to approve Resolution No. R-2023-07; a resolution restricting the use of
fireworks.

Kevin reported that this resolution is the same as last year's, Stage 2. It limits fireworks to the two parks and roadways at
least 100 feet from the interface.
No fire restrictions have been declared for either the State of Utah or this region. He will continue to watch for issued
restrictions since we are getting into the dry season.
The motion was made by Councilman Chrack Hardy to approve Resolution No. R-2023-07; a resolution restricting
the use of fireworks, second by Councilman Micah Gubler, Roll Call Vote: Hardy-yes, Micah Gubler-yes, Wise-
yes, Blair Gubler-no. The motion passes.

3. Discussion and possible action to set a public hearing for an ordinance establishing, revisihg, and/or
increasing the salary schedules for and relating to the City’s nonstatutory officers and employees.
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Kevin explained that the intent is to create a fourth division within the City that will be Recreation and Events, The
individual will be an exempt employee who will answer to the mayor and city administrator. They will oversee,
coordinate, and implement the City's festivities and recreation program.

Two things need to happen to move forward. One, there needs to be a public hearing for the code amendment for the
salary schedule for nonstatutory officers and employees to add this position to the salary schedules.

Two, the Council needs to adopt an ordinance amending the code to create the Recreation and Events Director position.

Councilman Micah Gubler stated this is a small first step to festivals sustaining itself and not relying on the public works
department,

Councilwoman Wise said her initial thoughts were that she understood the need for a salary position versus an hourly
position but didn't think it warranted a separate department with a director. After talking it over, we have relied so much
on the public works crew, and they run a lean machine. Eventually, she would like to see the head of this department hire
outside contract help for a lot of the work. She sees this as a win for the City. It will be one person, to begin with, but it is
a good start,

Councilman Blair Gubler asked why a Councilmember is over the police department but not public works.

Kevin explained the Councilmembers are not over any department; they are simply the liaison between the City Council
and the programs within the City.

Councilman Micah Gubler mentioned he was the public works liaison when he was first a councilmember, and he is
currently the liaison for festivals & events, which is why he was involved in the creation of this new department but was
not sure why there wasn't a public works liaison now.

The “control” the Council has is setting and approving the budget.

Kevin explained the weak mayor form of government versus the strong mayor-council and reported that La Verkin is a
weak mayor, now known as a six-member council form. The council is elected to form policies, make laws, and work
with the administration, You are a board of directors.

The motion was made by Councilman Micah Gubler to set a public hearing for an ordinance establishing, revising,
and/or increasing the salary schedules for and relating to the City’s nonstatutory officers and employees for
Wednesday, July 5, 2023, unless the meeting is canceled then it will be held Wednesday, July 19, 2023, second by
Councilman Chuck Hardy. Roll Call Vote: Wise-yes, Micah Gubler-yes, Hardy-yes, Blair Gubler-yes. The motion
carried unanimously.

E. Mayor & Council Reporis:
Blair Gubler-Reported on the Solid Waste meeting. They discussed paying employees for education. He wondered if
La Verkin had a policy that paid employees to get an education.

Kevin reported the City did have an education policy that was dramatically changed to only cover certifications that are
part of the job. The Council at the time decided it was fraught with the possibility of abuse.

Wise- Reported on the June 14" Planning Commission meeting.

The Beautification Committee-this committee has not had a budget, and she would like that to change this upcoming year.
Rim to River Trail-The State just approved the Environmental Study, so construction work can begin now, Derek and
Sunrise Engineering will be over the consultant and make sure the geological survey is done.

Economic Development-There is an upcoming meeting for local business owners. Commissioner Victor Iverson will be

presenting.

Derek reported the state legislature had made dramatic changes regarding subdivision procedures. There will no longer be
planning commission or ¢ity council involvement. The approval process will be entirely administrative. Staff is in the
process of drafting the ordinance and making those changes to the city code.
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Councilwoman Wise mentioned that it makes sense to her, However, it is beneficial for the City Council to know what's
going on in the City, so she would like the director's reports to be emailed again.

Micah Gubler-The July 4" celebration is coming up, and there is typically a float for the City Council.

Hardy-Southwest Mosquito just had the audit, and it went well.

F. Citizen Comment & Request for Future Agenda Items:
Donna Gunter- She is a resident of La Verkin. At one time, she had a nice big, beautiful home but needed to downsize, so
she bought a former drug house. She worked hard to fix it up and make it look nice.
Her mailbox is mud on the right side, and the neighbor parks their vehicle on the left, forcing her to walk in the mud with
her cane. She feels the box sets too high and is not on a big enough platform. At the very least, there needs to be gravel on
the right side.
She was told the field behind her had sold, and the weeds are waist high. It is now fire season; her home will be threatened
if it catches fire.
There is an alley directly behind the houses. In Detroit, where she is from, everyone had an alley for the trash truck. Those
alleys are too small for trash trucks and emergency vehicles, so Detroit donated the land to the property owners. They
installed a fence down the middle, and the homeowners were responsible for connecting to the new fence.
This would benefit La Verkin City. The City would not need to spray the weeds in the alleyway. There would also be tax
benefits to the City because the property owner would pay property taxes on the entire parcel. The City could put all the
conditions they wanted on those property owners before the land was given. One of those conditions could be trashcans
stored in the alley. There are trashcans all along her street week after week with trash falling out of them.
When she goes to her mailbox, she walks past a broken car that has been sitting for at least five years, a broken trailer in a
front yard, and a stove on the road. Her mailbox is only three doors down.
She believes there would be benefits to giving that land to the property owner.
She also wondered if the City ever considered a newsletter, even if only quarterly, with information people would want to
know. This could go out with the water bill. When people are included, they are more apt to give back.
There is no reason her neighborhood couldn't be nice. If the City doesn't care, you can't expect the people to care.
She attended a meeting where the hot springs were discussed; this is what people want to know about. A newsletter would
help make this little city a nice community where everybody gets together and cares. People care when they know.
The idea of people having trailers for their parents to utilize was discussed during a previous meeting, and it was
mentioned that the City was five years too soon on it, but she feels the City is five years too late. There are people all over
the City living in trailers on someone else's property. She can see two outside her door.

G. Adjourn:
The motion was made by Councilman Chuck Hardy to adjourn, second by Councilman Micah Gubler. The motion
was carried unanimously at 7:24 pm.
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