
MINUTES OF COMBINED COMMISSION WORKING & REGULAR SESSION MEETING HELD MONDAY, JUNE 12, 2023, BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M. IN DUCHESNE, UTAH
Present -    
Commissioner Irene Hansen, Commissioner Greg Miles, Commissioner Tracy Killian, Deputy Attorney Tyler Allred, Public Works Director Mike Casper, Public Works Deputy Director Clint Curtis, Emergency Management Director Mike Lefler, Deputy Clerk-Auditor Janet Jenkins, Weed Department Director Mike Cardon, Community Development Assistant Director Mike Gottfredson, Duchesne County Resident Troy Gadd, and Commission Executive Assistant Melissa Hughes is taking the meeting minutes. 

Opening Comments
(9:01 a.m.)
Chairperson Hansen welcomed everyone to the meeting.

Pledge of Allegiance 
(9:01 a.m.)

Public Works Update
(9:02 a.m.)
Public Works Director Mike Casper gives an update on existing projects and upcoming work. They were going to chip seal this week, but due to the predicted weather, they have postponed it. The culverts on 8000 North should be completed this week. They are sending three rock trucks to haul material in Rock Creek today. The Mastic crew is working and making a difference on the County roads. There is a plan to chip seal the Box Car Bridge Road.

Emergency Management Update
(9:05 a.m.)
Emergency Management Director Mike Lefler gives an update on the current mitigation work for the County. Troy Ovard with CUWCD reported to Director Lefler that as of yesterday, Upper Still Water Reservoir is spilling. Starvation will spill in the next day or two. Director Lefler was contacted by the National Weather Service concerning a flash flood warning for the Dollar Ridge Burn Scar area. 
A landowner on Sams Wash Road contacted Director Lefler for the fire mitigation work. He would like fire mitigation work on his property as well. 
They are working on an MOU with Young Living for a water dip site in case of a wildfire. 
Commissioner Miles stated he was contacted by Eric Major with Jones & DeMille about a Temporary Water & Sediment Control Basin (WASCOB) for the NRCS EWP project. 

Appoint Member to Open Library Board Seat
(9:15 a.m.)
Commissioner Hansen states that the Commission had the pleasure of meeting Katheryn Crapo last Monday to discuss the open Library Board position. They feel she would be a valuable asset to the board. Commissioner Killian makes a motion to appoint Katheryn Crapo to the Library Board. Commissioner Miles seconds the motion. Commissioner Killian votes aye, Commissioner Miles votes aye, and Commissioner Hansen votes aye. The motion passes.
Discussion & Consideration of the Revitalization Application
(9:24 a.m.)
Commissioner Hansen states that the County is looking at remodeling the south building. The project should go out to bid within a couple of weeks. The parties would like to apply for funds through Revitalization. They will ask for one million for this project and approximately seventy-five thousand for a Home Delivered Meals vehicle. The existing vehicle has high miles and needs to be replaced to continue providing this service to county residents. The next Revitalization meeting is July 13, 2023, at 1:00 pm at the Centennial Event Center. The AOG will submit the application for the County. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the Commission’s application to the Revitalization Board for one million in funding for the renovation of the South Building and seventy-five thousand in funding for a new Home Delivered Meals vehicle for UBOAG. Commissioner Killian seconds the motion. Commissioner Miles votes aye, Commissioner Killian votes aye, and Commissioner Hansen votes aye. The motion passes.

Discussion & Consideration to Ratify a Portion of the Tax Sale
(9:31 a.m.)
Commission Executive Assistant Melissa Hughes presented the two properties sold and paid for in the May tax sale received by Clerk-Auditor Chelise Jessen before the meeting. There are three properties that the payment has yet to be received. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the May tax sale on two parcels that have been presented. Commissioner Killian seconds the motion. Commissioner Miles votes aye, Commissioner Killian votes aye, and Commissioner Hansen votes aye. The motion passes.

Auditors Office – Vouchers 
 (9:34 a.m.)
Deputy Clerk-Auditor Janet Jenkins presented the vouchers for June 12, 2023, check numbers 161403 through 161497, for $542,889.69. The parties review the vouchers submitted. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the vouchers as presented for June 12, 2023. Commissioner Killian seconds the motion. Commissioner Miles votes aye, Commissioner Killian votes aye, and Commissioner Hansen votes aye. The motion passes.

Discussion of Possible Subjects for the Next Meeting
(9:39 a.m.)

Calendaring & Weekly Update on Events
(9:42 a.m.)

Recess 9:52 a.m. to 10:03 a.m.

Consideration of Minutes for Combined Commission Meeting held June 05, 2023 
(10:03 a.m.)
Parties review the combined Commission meeting minutes held on June 05, 2023. 
Commissioner Killian makes a motion to approve the minutes for June 05, 2023, as corrected. Commissioner Miles seconds the motion. Commissioner Killian votes aye,  Commissioner Miles votes aye, and Commissioner Hansen votes aye. The motion passes.





Discussion & Consideration of the Correspondance to the BLM Regarding their Proposed Conservation & Landscape Health Rule
(10:09 a.m.)
Commissioner Miles states that the rule the BLM is trying to pass would be detrimental to the county government and residents. This rule would go against the County’s Resource Management Plan. Community Development Director Mike Hyde drafted the letter to the BLM. Commissioner Miles outlines the seven objectives in the Duchesne County Resource Management Plan. 1. Avoid loss of private lands within the county boundaries as measured by acreage and fair market value. 2. Encourage disposal of federal lands to support community growth and community needs. 3. Improve communication and coordination among various federal, state, tribal, and local land use authorities. 4. Minimize impacts of development and land use changes on local governments, infrastructure, and community services. 5. Ensure that adjacent land uses and land use restrictions do not deny private property owners the right to fair use, access to, and enjoyment of their property. 6. Discourage or eliminate land use restrictions or special designations that restrict economic growth and activity, especially on federal lands. 7. Promote land uses on federal lands consistent with the principles of multiple uses and sustained yield as directed by the FLPMA and the Multiple Use and Sustained Yield Act of 1960 as amended by the Omnibus Parks and Public Lands Management Act of 1996. 
Page 11 of the letter talks about the critical minerals mined on Federal Land that are used to make electric car batteries. If we are to move to green energy, these minerals will be needed. The percentage of these minerals mined on federal land is listed in the letter.
Commissioner Miles reads the conclusion: The proposed rule is not consistent with the Federal Land Policy Management Act, which requires that the public lands under BLM jurisdiction not be prioritized for conservation; but be made available to meet the nation’s needs for the production of a wide variety of essential resources, such as water, food, minerals, energy, and timber. The proposed rule is also not compliant with the Regulatory Planning and Review Executive Orders #12866 and #13563, the Regulatory Flexibility Act, the Congressional Review Act, the Unfunded Mandates Reform Act, the Federalism Executive Order #13132, the Civil Justice Reform Executive Order #12988 and the Actions Concerning Regulation That Significantly Affects Energy Supply, Distribution, or Use Executive Order #13211. The proposed rule is inconsistent with Utah State law associated with areas of critical environmental concern (ACECs) and the objectives and policies of the Duchesne County Resource Management Plan. Because of these issues, the Duchesne County Commission urges the BLM to immediately withdraw this rule. The parties discuss the letter. Commissioner Miles makes a motion to approve the letter to the BLM referencing the Proposed Conservation and Landscape Health Rule as presented. Commissioner Killian seconds the motion. Commissioner Miles votes aye, Commissioner Killian votes aye, and Commissioner Hansen votes aye. The motion passes. 

Recess 10:20 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

10:30 a.m. Public Hearing – Proposed Amendment to Lots 50-51 of the Pinon Ridge Utility 2 Subdivision to Combine the Lots into One and Vacate the Existing Utility Easement
(10:30 a.m.)

Present –
Commissioner Irene Hansen, Commissioner Greg Miles, Commissioner Tracy Killian, Deputy Attorney Tyler Allred, Community Development Assistant Director Mike Gottfredson, Duchesne County Resident Troy Gadd, and Commission Executive Assistant Melissa Hughes is taking the meeting minutes.


Motion to go into a Public Hearing
(10:30 a.m.)
Commissioner Killian makes a motion to go into a public hearing for the purpose of amending lots 50-51 of the Pinion Ridge Unit 2 Subdivision to combine the lots into one and vacate the existing utility easement. Commissioner Miles seconds the motion. Commissioner Killian votes aye, Commissioner Miles votes aye, and Commissioner Hansen votes aye. The motion passes.

Public Hearing
(10:31 a.m.)
Community Development Assistant Director Mike Gottfredson presented a request for action form. Mr. Sam Lee owns lots 50 and 51 in Unit 2 of the Pinon Ridge Subdivision. He proposes to combine them and vacate the utility easement along the common lot line to create a more developable building site. The Planning Commission, on June 7, 2023, pursuant to Utah law and the county subdivision ordinance, conducted a public hearing on the proposal. The Planning Commission, after hearing that none of the local utility companies had an objection to the vacation of the utility easement, unanimously recommended approval of the request and has recommended findings of fact and conclusions of law that the County Commissioners should adopt to justify the decision.
	
Public Comments
(10:34 a.m.)
Commissioner Miles comments as a Pinon Forest Special Service District Board member. The district is not opposed to the vacation of the utility easement.  There is redundancy on the west side of the property for utilities if the district would need to run water lines in the future.

Motion to go out of the Public Hearing
(10:36 a.m.)
Commissioner Miles makes a motion to close the public hearing at 10:36 a.m. Commissioner Killian seconds the motion. Commissioner Miles votes aye, Commissioner Killian votes aye, and Commissioner Hansen votes aye. The motion passes.

Proposed Amendment to Lots 50-51 of the Pinon Ridge Utility 2 Subdivision to Combine the Lots into One and Vacate the Existing Utility Easement
(10:36 a.m.)
The parties discuss the proposed amendment to lots 50 and 51. There is redundancy for utilities in the area, and they agree with the utility companies to vacate the utility easement. Commissioner Killian makes a motion to adopt the findings recommended by the Planning Commission and authorize the chair to sign the plat amendment survey to combine Lots 50 & 51 in the Pinon Ridge Subdivision, Unit 2, and vacate the public utility easement between the lots. Commissioner Miles seconds the motion. Commissioner Killian votes aye, Commissioner Miles votes aye, and Commissioner Hansen votes aye. The motion passes.




Adjournment
(10:44 a.m.)
Commissioner Miles makes a motion to adjourn the meeting at 10:44 a.m. Commissioner Killian seconds the motion. Commissioner Miles votes aye, Commissioner Killian votes aye, and Commissioner Hansen votes aye. The forum adjourns.

Read and approved this on the 26th day of June 2023.
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