
 

REGULAR SESSION OF THE 
BRIGHAM CITY COUNCIL 

March 6, 2014 
 
PRESENT:  Tyler Vincent   Mayor 
   DJ Bott   Councilmember 
   Ruth Jensen   Councilmember 
   Tom Peterson   Councilmember 
   Brian Rex   Councilmember 
   Mark Thompson  Councilmember 
 
ALSO PRESENT: Mark Bradley   City Planner 
   Jim Buchanan   Emergency Services Director 
   Dave Burnett   Public Power Director 
   Jared Johnson   Community Development Director 
   Bruce Leonard   City Administrator 
   Jason Roberts   Finance Director/Deputy City Recorder 
   Paul Tittensor   Police Chief 
 
EXCUSED:  Mary Kate Christensen City Recorder 
    
 
Mayor Vincent called the meeting to order. The Reverence Period was given by Bishop Dan 
Fox from the Central Ward. The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.   
 
Approval of Minutes: A motion to approve the minutes of the February 20, 2014 Council 
meeting was made by Councilmember Bott, seconded by Councilmember Jensen and 
unanimously approved as distributed. 
 
Mayor Vincent announced that the March 20, 2014 meeting has been cancelled due to the 
local caucuses held at the same time. There will be a special Council meeting on March 13, 
2014 to discuss a resolution to append the status of paid-on-call employees. This will be held 
at 6:00 p.m. 
 

AGENDA 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
PRESENTATIONS 
 Presentation of Employer Support for the Guard and Reserve Award to Sgt. Fertig from the 

Utah National Guard 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 Ordinance to Amend the Second Partial Amendment to Brigham Intermountain 

Development Plat A, Amending Lots 28 and 29, Located at Southwest Corner of 800 
South and 400 East Streets 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 Request Authorization to Implement 2-Way Communication System 
 Discussion on Possible Public Private Partnership with Macquarie Capital for the Build Out 

of the Fiber Optic Network 
OTHER BUSINESS 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Paul Roberts, Brigham City – Mr. Roberts addressed the power pole near his home on 500 
West. It has a power line on it, a copper cell phone wire, at least one or two cable TV cables 
plus UTOPIA and a lot of disconnects lying nearby. He talked about another pole one block 
west on 300 North with the typical load of cables on the pole and another one on 100 North, 
just east of Main Street with the “50-year-old technology dangling low on the poles.” He also 
discussed areas where the trees are growing around the wires and the “jungle of copper 
wires” between Main and 100 East where construction is ongoing. These wires are ugly and 
they all show the same thing – there are power lines that belong to the City carrying 
everyone’s copper wires, cable TV wires, fiber. He asked why UTOPIA couldn’t do this now. 
Utilization of the UTOPIA, just like FCC told AT&T.  
 
Don Dunbar, Brigham City – Mr. Dunbar said he has a law degree and also a degree in 
agricultural. He is not a licensed attorney. He discussed Title 42, United States Code Section 
1983 which governs civil rights lawsuits. This UTOPIA is a government intrusion. It is 
surveillance if it acts with any device such as a camera or microphone that transmits data. It 
probably requires a Fourth Amendment warrant without a written consent waiver or 
otherwise. Another concern is personal injury aspect of lawsuits. If this goes through, there 
will be thousands of people on the west coast and Midwest that complain about damages – 
personal injuries, human physical and physiological damages. They are not making it up. He 
knows about the civil rights aspect which they will not compromise on. He will not give up 
any of his. In Cache County there was a case where personal injury occurred from two county 
employees which resulted in an emergency room visit and $8,600 in damages. The county 
liability insurance carrier did not cover it. The executive of Cache County covered this from 
other county funds. When the other liability carrier did not cover it, they were terminated 
after 20 years of being paid $271,000 a year. The new company, Utah Local Governments 
Trust, bid it at $51,000 a year less. The other county liability carrier has gone to three County 
Commissioners, City Mayor and Councilmembers and told them no public input should be 
allowed. They say there is no state statute that allows public input in public meetings. Mr. 
Dunbar said there is, it is called the First Amendment to the Constitution. In 1987 a lawsuit 
was levied against the Cache County Sheriff, their County Commissioners and a District Health 
Director over an Eighth Amendment violation. It resulted in a $24M jail being built and an 
attorney getting a lot of money for specific and general damages, and the plaintiff, the same 
person that was in the emergency room visit, received enough money that he did not have to 
work for five years. If this is thrust upon him, he may not have the resources, but after selling 
his 22,000 acre ranch he thinks he does.  
 
Leslie Davis, Brigham City – Ms. Davis said there has been a lot of controversy on whether 
smart meters are safe or not. She referred to a website from the American Academy of 
Environmental Medicine issuing stern warnings on biological and health effects from 
electromagnetic field exposures. In its new report the AAEM is calling for immediate caution 
on smart meter installation due to potentially harmful RF exposure; accommodation for 
health considerations regarding EMF and RF exposure, including exposure to wireless smart 
meter technology; independent studies to further understand the health effects of the EM and 
RF exposure; recognition that the electromagnetic hypersensitive is a growing problem 
worldwide; understanding and control of this for the protection of society, consideration an 
independent research regarding the quantum effects of EMF and RF on human health. As Mr. 
Dunbar mentioned, this is going to be another invasion of privacy. They not only store public 
information but they can also be hacked into very easily. Multiple studies correlate that RF 
exposure with diseases such as cancer, neurological disease, reproductive diseases and 
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immune disorders and electromagnetic hypersensitivity. Many in the epidemiological studies 
demonstrate that significant harmful biological effects that occur within the non-thermal RF 
exposure. The fact that the RF exposure causes neurological damage has been documented 
many times. Increased blood-brain barrier is permanent and it shows up in the blood once it 
has been exposed to radiation. These EMF quantum fields have not been adequately studied 
and are not fully understood regarding human health. The City is saying that these meters are 
not that dangerous, but she thinks they are and that they are higher than the City is claiming.  
 
Jeff Anderson, Brigham City – Mr. Anderson is on the Public Utilities Advisory Board (PUAB). 
They looked at the smart meters as requested by the Council. He was not able to attend that 
meeting; however, he read the minutes and has researched it in depth online and he agrees 
with the recommendation of the PUAB. The goal of the two-way communication meters is to 
improve efficiency of the system. It allows for better use of personnel by not having to handle 
the shut-offs; it provides the mechanism to do conservation voltage reduction, outage 
management and helps services. There are a lot of good improvements to the system that can 
come from the two-way communication meters. One of the major points of the opposition for 
the meters is surveillance. The only surveillance these meters will do is usage data and 
voltage. They are not capable of talking to anything inside the house. Another issue is health 
and safety related to RF. These meters have been approved and certified by FCC limits. This 
is the same organization that has been charged with keeping the public safe from RF for over 
50 years. In the most recent version of the safety standards, there are 11,043 studies that are 
referenced. The whole purpose of the meters is to improve efficiency. If it improves 
efficiency, it is money in taxpayer’s pockets.  
 
Lee Johnson, Brigham City – Mr. Johnson said we are working on a socialist government. Some 
people want to keep it and others recognize the danger of it. The residents did not sign a 
power of attorney to implement this and the City is a corporation with rights to own and 
manage and to sue and be sued as a separate legal entity. Therefore, anything the City does 
is separate from what the people have or do. This is intentional. Property owners may be 
stakeholders in the City but they are not shareholders. They do not have a legal document 
that says they own the City. They do not even have a bond that says there is an obligation to 
them. They do not have a legal contract that says they are a creditor or vendor either. 
Legally speaking, citizens own nothing of UTOPIA. It is a socialist program that has no value 
physically to the citizens. It has a service value, but no physical value.  
 
DeAnna Hardy, County – Ms. Hardy talked about public-private partnerships being socialism. 
The UTOPIA Task Force the City formed is unconstitutional. The Council was elected to 
represent the people, not to support a board, which will be partial in keeping UTOPIA. Smart 
meters are the digital meters that have been placed on citizen’s homes all across the country 
without permission. They all emit the electromagnetic radiation. She spoke to an electrician 
who said the radiation does penetrate through walls. When connected with the smart meter 
technology, it will allow the local utility company to determine the temperature in your 
home. If it is too warm, they will be able to turn your thermostat down; if it is too cool by 
their standards, not yours, they can turn the air conditioning down. The people will lose more 
freedoms and control. Currently, City workers can tell if people are home or not by your 
water usage. If someone hacks into the system, home becomes vulnerable to break-ins.  
 
Steve Child, Brigham City – Mr. Child said he has UTOPIA in his home and loves it. However, 
he did not think other people should be forced to pay for his utility system. It should be 
competitive. When he first got the system he was not aware of how it had been implemented. 
If the amount the City pays to UTOPIA every year is divided among UTOPIA users, he figured it 



City Council Meeting 
Page 4 of 10 

March 6, 2014 

 

would be approximately $250 per year. He said he was willing to pay that much to keep 
UTOPIA. He is currently paying $22.50 per month, so if the $250 was divided by 12 months and 
added to his bill, he would be willing to pay it and felt it was fairer than making those who do 
not have it pay for it. He understood the concerns expressed with smart meters. He talked to 
one of the top IT people in the world and he said smart meters have the same electronic 
equipment as computers and the parts will wear out and will have to be replaced more often 
than the analog meters. He expressed concern with lawsuits with UTOPIA and smart meters.  
 
Becky Maddox, Brigham City – Ms. Maddox said getting new technology is fun. However, there 
are things in this City that are more important than having fun. The State of Massachusetts 
has done a lot of studies on smart meters and they have information on the internet. She felt 
the Council should do some research on their own and get both sides of the story, rather than 
relying on someone else telling them what they found or what they think. There is less 
expensive technology than smart meters. She asked if anyone has looked at the hidden fees. 
Some of these technologies will not allow the system to grow or progress in the future and the 
City will have to find another system. Privacy always trumps convenience. These things can 
turn off citizen’s electricity. She felt that a lot more research needs to be done before the 
Council makes a decision. It is true that regular frequency waves are all around and they go 
through walls, which is how we get radio and many other things. However, the Council needs 
to be very careful. They have not been elected to make all the citizens’ decisions. Maybe 
some of these decisions need to go to the public.  
 

PRESENTATIONS 
 
Mr. Norman Nelson, a volunteer from the National Guard, presented Sgt. Kurt Fertig with a 
certificate from the Department of Defense for his employer support of the Guard and 
Reserve. Sgt. Fertig contributed to the national security and to protecting liberty and 
freedom by supporting the employees who work for the Guard and Reserve. Sgt. Fertig was 
nominated by Officer Brian Estey, an active member of the Utah National Guard, who was 
recently activated to assist the State of Colorado after the devastating floods of 2013.  
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
 
Ordinance to Amend the Second Partial Amendment to Brigham Intermountain 
Development Plat A, Amending Lots 28 and 29, Located at Southwest Corner of 800 South 
and 400 East Streets 
Mr. Bradley came forward and explained that the property owners would like to amend a 
subdivision plat that was amended in 2012 to combine the undeveloped five lots into one lot. 
They have not been able to sell the lots and would like to have their money from their  
escrow for the utility laterals released from that obligation. They have considered several 
options to accomplish this and felt that the best option is to combine the five lots into one 
lot. One citizen sent a letter expressing concern. Mr. Bradley spoke to three owners of the 
patio homes; two were not in favor of the change, the third did not express an opinion. 
  
A motion to open the public hearing was made by Councilmember Thompson, seconded by 
Councilmember Jensen and unanimously approved.  
 
Don Dunbar, Brigham City – Mr. Dunbar said let them build what they want on their own 
property.  
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There were no further comments from the public. A motion to close the public hearing was 
made by Councilmember Jensen, seconded by Councilmember Rex and carried unanimously. 
 

MOTION: Councilmember Peterson made a motion to approve the ordinance to 
amend the second partial amendment to BID Plat A, amending lots 28 and 29, 
based on the fact that it complies with the general and master plans and based 
on recommendations by staff. Councilmember Thompson seconded the motion. 
Councilmember Bott, Councilmember Jensen, Councilmember Rex, Council-
member Peterson and Councilmember Thompson voted aye for a unanimous 
vote.  

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 
Request Authorization to Implement 2-Way Communication System 
Mr. Dave Burnett and Mr. Jason Roberts came to the table. Mr. Roberts reviewed the cost to 
implement the system. Staff felt that the City could get most or all of the data needed if the 
meters were placed on approximately one-third of the homes.  
 
The meters can save costs with the ability to monitor exactly how much power is going 
through a transformer during a certain time of day. The transformer can be set to allow a 
higher level or lower level of power. The City could set it at a lower level of power and the 
homes can still use everything they have before, but there will not be as much energy loss 
through the transformer. This saves money because the City has to pay for the power that is 
lost through the process. If the City can target peak billing during certain times of the month, 
the City will save money. This is because Rocky Mountain Power (RMP) chooses the 15-minute 
interval during the month with the highest usage and charges the City $15,000 per megawatts 
(MW).  
 
In the savings analysis by Mr. Roberts, he used a savings of one MW per month, which would 
be an approximate savings of $10,000 per month. He thought this was a low estimate. It was 
estimated that the net cost for a 33% deployment of the meters will be $250,000 the first 
year. Thereafter, there would be a net benefit of $132,000, or a 2-year payback. This savings 
includes decrease cost for linemen and other employees to do shut-offs. 
 
Councilmember Rex asked how much the meters cost. Mr. Burnett said the auto shut-off 
meters are $150 each; non-auto shut-offs are $100 each. The meters currently being used by 
the City are $80.  
 
Councilmember Thompson asked about the longevity of the meters. Mr. Burnett replied that 
the City has had solid state meters for about 14-15 years. Everything that is failing is the dial 
type meters. Mr. Roberts added that for his cost analysis he used 25 years as a meter life.  
 
Councilmember Rex asked if the City’s current meters are considered “smart meters.” Mr. 
Burnett replied that there are various definitions being used for the term “smart meters.” 
Every meter in the City is currently a one-way communication and has a transmitting module 
that is RF 900 MHz. Councilmember Jensen asked if the current meters can be adapted. Mr. 
Burnett said there are cell phone service modules that can be hooked to the meters, but the 
cost per meter and the licensing is quite expensive and still only provides the single 
communication.  
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Councilmember Jensen said the Council was told in a previous meeting that the meters could 
be placed in certain sections of town and still get the needed data. Mr. Burnett said in order 
to get the conservation voltage reduction, which would be the best return, one per 
transformer would provide this. For a good quality outage management City, a fuller build out 
would be needed. Mr. Roberts added that the Council could direct staff to go area by area, 
which would still provide a savings but the return would be much longer.  
 
Councilmember Jensen asked when staff is planning to implement this. Mr. Roberts said there 
is currently money in the budget which was carried forward from prior years for this project, 
but nothing has been done.  
 
Councilmember Peterson expressed concern with the safety of the employees during shut-
offs. They have been bitten by dogs, and jumped fences to get away from dogs which resulted 
in stitches. If the City had even a minor serious claim, the cost incurred from the purchase of 
the meters would be much less than a potential claim.  
 
Mr. Burnett explained how they would control the voltage. The substations have regulators 
and they are set at a nominal voltage they think is adequate somewhere in the middle of the 
circuit. These regulators are adjusted for the voltage all day long. They don’t know what the 
voltage is on the end; they are based on the current. This is usually at about 120 volts. These 
have been retrofitted with the SCADA program and if the data from the meters were 
available, it would allow the regulators to be adjusted to what is actually being used and 
could be as low as 117 volts. These three volts on the 8-9 distribution circuits would be a 
substantial savings.  
 
Mr. Roberts said the PUAB recommended proceeding with 33% deployment with an opt-out 
option.  
 
Councilmember Jensen said when she received the packet on Monday afternoon, she noticed 
that the PUAB meeting was held in January and they did not receive the minutes until 
Monday, March 3. When the City switched out the water meters, she was given enough time 
to call some cities and ask them about their meters. She said she did not feel comfortable 
making a decision and felt this should be tabled.  
 
Councilmember Thompson asked what specifically the Council needs to approve. Mr. Roberts 
replied that they would like authorization to purchase the hardware and move forward with 
the program, then budget for it in the future when it meets priority. The funds are already in 
the budget and this does not require a resolution, they just want Council input on whether 
this is the direction they want to go.  
 
Councilmember Rex asked what the average amp service is most residents have. Mr. Burnet 
said the average is probably about 125-150 amps at 220 volts. Councilmember Rex said this is 
a million times the power that is coming out of the smart meters. If people are concerned 
about the RF energy coming from a smart meter when it communicates the power usage to 
other meters, maybe they shouldn’t have all that power because it is many times more than 
the electromagnetic fields associated with the power lines, and the wires in their house are 
many thousands of times more than the tiny RF energy emitted by smart meters. Mr. Burnett 
agreed, adding that the 900 MHz does not penetrate the walls as well as the 2.4 gigahertz 
that some of the other devices use.   
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Councilmember Jensen said another concern is that the City wants to install these on 
apartments, rentals, residential and non-pays. She asked if this would be some kind of class 
discrimination. Mr. Roberts said this is not the City’s intent. Councilmember Jensen said there 
is nothing in their paperwork that says they will be installed on commercial accounts. Mr. 
Burnett explained that there is not a meter available to do commercials with a 3-phase. They 
have discussed this with an energy legal consultant and if it is classified as a high turnover 
area, it is not discrimination; it is just a high turnover area. Councilmember Jensen said it 
says in their paperwork that the City is concerned that when employees go out for non-pays 
they have to deal with angry customers, and this would be one way to take them away from 
that situation and make it so they can be turned off from the office. Councilmember Jensen 
said this is a discrimination of class. Mr. Roberts said this is not the City’s intent, but it should 
go through legal to make sure this is not a concern. Councilmember Peterson said when a 
meter is pulled and plugged repeatedly the jaws and springs are worn out. This is why the 
new meters should go in high turnover areas.  
 
Mr. Burnett added that there is an apartment complex in town that has asked the City 
repeatedly to quit pulling the meters and come up with an alternative plan. It is not so much 
about the linemen having to go out and do shut-offs, it is more about the ineffective use of 
personnel.  
 
Councilmember Peterson asked if any other cities in Utah have switched to these meters. Mr. 
Burnett said Beaver has switched to an AMI; Hyrum is using a cell phone system.  
 
Councilmember Thompson felt this would be a cost savings that could be passed on to the 
consumer. Mr. Roberts said the City has passed on a lot of savings to the consumer in the last 
three years. The City absorbed over one million dollars in rate increases from RMP. 
 
Councilmember Jensen said she is not convinced on the health hazards. She felt it was more 
about the cost and efficiencies. She added that she has asked for the numbers on how much 
money the City has saved on the new water meters and she has not received anything. Mr. 
Roberts said he will provide these numbers to her. They are significant.  
 
Mr. Roberts said the possibility of the system being hacked was a significant concern with the 
PUAB. His cost analysis includes additional IT time because staff thinks IT hours will need to 
be increased just to keep them up to the standards that FERC and NERC have. He added that 
there is really good encryption on the data. Mr. Burnett added that the meters have almost 
military grade encryption. It would be very difficult to hack into these meters. It is much 
easier to hack into someone’s Wi-Fi. If someone wants to find out the habits of an individual, 
they would have to hack into the meter over a long period of time. 
 
Councilmember Peterson asked if it would be possible to get a third party expert on radio 
frequency radiation and computer hacking. Mr. Roberts said they have tried to get someone 
to do it at no cost and have been unsuccessful. Mr. Burnett said he had a brief email 
conversation with a University of Utah professor. He said this has been talked about for many, 
many years and there is no threat and did not want to be bothered with it. Ms. Maddox had a 
good comment about looking at both sides of the data. There is a lot of data on the meters 
and RF and EMF. He has studied this for 2-3 years and did a college term paper on it. He has 
worked in this industry for 38 years and has a vested interest in whether this is harmful to him 
or not. There are thousands of studies on this, and people can choose which side they want. 
However, if a person looks at both sides of the data they will find that the FCC limits are 
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protecting Brigham City citizens. He has faith in the academia system and in the professional 
engineering people. These are all peer reviewed and vetted amongst themselves.  
 
Councilmember Thompson stated that if someone is very concerned about the health risks and 
in fear of it, he did not want to force it on them and hoped there is an opportunity to 
accommodate them. Mr. Roberts said if a property owner talked to the City about not having 
it on their property, the City would be open to it.  
 
Mr. Roberts said there are modules that can be installed on the auto shut-off meters that 
allow card payments to pre-pay for power. Areas that have implemented these have citizens 
asking for them because they like to put $25 on their bill, then when it goes off, add another 
$25. Councilmember Jensen suggested the City have an opt-in program, then instead of asking 
for a larger deposit for those who do not pay, tell them this type of meter is going to be put 
on their home. Mr. Roberts said this could be a consideration.  
 

MOTION: Councilmember Thompson made a motion to table this for a future 
Council meeting to allow time for Council to investigate further and discuss it 
again at the April 3rd Council meeting. The motion was seconded by Council-
member Jensen and unanimously carried.  

 
Discussion on Possible Public Private Partnership (P3) with Macquarie Capital for the Build 
Out of the Fiber Optic Network 
Mr. Roberts introduced Duncan Ramage, Senior Vice-President for Macquarie Capital, and 
Wayne Pyle, Chairman of the UTOPIA Board and West Valley City Manager.  
 
Mr. Ramage said Macquarie is a large integrated financial services organization and is based in 
Sydney, Australia. They are publicly traded and have a market cap of above $16M. They have 
a balance sheet of about $40 billion and assets under management of over $360 billion. They 
do this for a living. They are the premier infrastructure investor in the world and have over 
$100 billion under management in infrastructure assets. A lot of these are under a public-
private partnership. They also manage people’s 401Ks, etc. They own several assets in the 
United States and elsewhere that demonstrate that the public trusts them as a partner to 
operate critical assets. Over 100 million people rely on the assets they operate every day, 
including hospitals in Canada and the U.S., telecommunication towers, bridges and roads, 
water utility in New England and the gas utility in Hawaii.  
 
The reason they are looking at UTOPIA is that they see a great opportunity in this sector. 
They see it as an underinvested sector and one that is right for some long-term investment. 
 
The P3 model is a well-trodden structure in Australia, the UK and Canada; it is less so in the 
U.S. but they have had a lot of success recently. P3 is a risk transfer from the public sector to 
the private sector, both in the delivery of the service and ongoing operation of the asset. In 
the case of UTOPIA, they would focus on taking responsibility for completing the build out of 
the network to all addresses in the eleven cities on time and on budget with no risk of 
delivery left with the cities, and operating and maintaining the asset for 30 years to very 
specific performance requirements. If the cost of the construction goes over, that will be 
their risk. If the network goes down, that will be their risk. After 30 years they will give it 
back and it will be an asset of the eleven cities. They will give it back in a condition that is 
operable and in well-defined criteria. They believe that fiber is critical to the growth of the 
communities, business communities, educational institutions, health care institutions, and 
that the eleven cities are being underserved.  
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The current plan is that the cost for the development and maintenance of the asset and the 
recovery of the debt and equity that is used to build and operate UTOPIA will be recovered in 
the form of an availability payment from the cities. The concept is that this payment will be 
collected by the citizens through a utility fee. However, it is up to the cities to determine 
how to collect that money. They will levy the availability payment on a per address basis.  
 
Councilmember Thompson said the City currently has a significant debit to UTOPIA. He asked 
if the City would be able to get pay-offs back to reduce this debt. Mr. Ramage explained that 
in return for the utility fee, every address will be connected to the network and will receive a 
basic level of service. If anyone wants to upgrade there will of course be an additional 
charge. Revenues generated from the upgrades will be for the City with a sharing 
arrangement based on the P3 agreement, but the majority of those dollars will go back to the 
City to defray the cost of the debt. Obviously, the more people that upgrade the better.  
 
Councilmember Jensen asked if the network ISPs include CenturyLink and Comcast. She 
talked to CenturyLink and they told her there is no way they will join the line. Mr. Ramage 
said they do not expect them to, although they could. There are currently 18 ISPs that use 
the network. Their intent is to get more, particularly larger ones. CenturyLink and Comcast 
have their own strategic reasons for not participating.  
 
Councilmember Peterson asked when the feasibility study will be completed. Mr. Ramage 
replied that it is scheduled to be completed by April 18, 2014.  
 
Councilmember Rex asked if they have taken into consideration those users who have paid for 
their connection up front and are paying through the City’s SAA. Mr. Ramage is aware of 
Brigham City’s unique situation and will certainly look at how to make it fair, either from a 
cash refund or through some kind of redemption on future charges. He added that there 
cannot be an opt-out clause for just anybody. Mr. Pyle added that each individual City would 
have the ability to make provisions for their citizens as long as the City’s availability payment 
was made to Macquarie.  
 
Councilmember Rex asked him to clarify that Macquarie does business in the United States 
and does so legally. Some citizens have said that they do business in the United States 
illegally or cannot conduct business in the U.S. Mr. Ramage said this is absolutely false. They 
have been in North America for 20 years. There are over 1,000 employees in Canada and 
5,000-6,000 in the U.S. These numbers are just direct Macquarie employees and do not take 
in the employees in the assets that they own.  
 
Councilmember Bott said he watched Senator Valentine on the floor and he kept referring to 
this as a “purchase.” Mr. Ramage explained that the property remains the property of the 
cities. He would consider it a long-term service contract. At the end of 30 years, the control 
of the asset reverts back to the cities. By then it should be a fully built out, well-functioning 
asset that turns out a lot of cash flow that the cities have the option to sell or enter into 
another long-term or short-term arrangement to realize economic benefit. 
 
Councilmember Bott asked if Macquarie has a service provider they are going to use. Mr. 
Ramage said there are currently 18 service providers and they are all excited about operating 
on a complete network. Macquarie will not be facing the end customer; they are the highway 
provider. The ISPs will take on that responsibility as they do now. As a price of admission for 
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ISPs, they will be asked to provide the basic service. They have the opportunity to market to 
160,000 customers.  
 
Councilmember Peterson said he has heard numbers of $20-$25 for the service fee. Mr. 
Ramage said there is enough information available that he can say that this is in the right 
range. The concept is that the customer will receive a basic service for this fee which would 
be commiserate for that service from another provider at the same rate. It should be highly 
competitive for that fee.  
 
Mayor Vincent hoped Macquarie can make this a viable thing. If word spreads that your 
neighbor is saving money for fast, efficient service, the buy-off will be great. It is a difficult 
decision for the Council.  
 

OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Councilmember Jensen said the Council was concerned about not getting packet information 
earlier. When she asked the Administration Department about this she was told that it is in an 
ordinance that the Council does not have to receive the packets until Monday by 5:00, and 
the only reason they used to receive the packets on Friday was because Mayor Fife sent out 
an email. She asked if the Council could still get them on Friday and she was told they would 
try to get the Council as much information as possible by Friday, but more than likely it will 
be Monday. Councilmember Jensen said she is now working three jobs and has her grandson. 
She would like to get packets on Fridays. If she has to get another councilmember to help her 
support this and make it an ordinance she would like to do that.  
 
Councilmember Peterson said he talked to the City Recorder about it because he wanted to 
know if it would be a burden on her. She said she would not have any problem with a drop 
dead date of Thursday at 3:00. The problem she faces is she is off every other Friday, so 
Thursday would be better for her.  
 
Mr. Leonard said it is not an ordinance; it is an administrative policy that Mayor Vincent 
changed from the one Mayor Fife put in place. This was discussed with the directors as well as 
the City Recorder. Councilmember Jensen asked if it can be changed backed to Thursdays. 
Mr. Leonard said if someone is not at work, all the information does not get sent out. Mr. 
Roberts said they can work the Friday schedule out; it will not disrupt business.  Council-
member Peterson said staff needs to know that they have to have the information to the City 
Recorder by a certain date and time. Councilmember Jensen agreed, adding that if they do 
not get it to her by that time, it has to wait until the next meeting. Councilmember Peterson 
added that there may be issues that come up after the deadline that have to be addressed at 
the meeting. There should be a policy which allows the Council to put the items on the 
agenda after the deadline. Mayor Vincent stated that the agenda has to be to the paper by 
noon on Monday.  
 
Mr. Leonard said when this was discussed in staff meeting, there was concern with every 
other Fridays off and Monday holidays and being able to collect the data and get it to the City 
Recorder by the deadline. If staff is waiting on legal documents or bonding documents, they 
get them on their timeframe. Staff could put placeholders in the packet stating that the 
information is not yet available but will be forwarded when received.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:17 pm. 


