


[bookmark: _GoBack]The Marysvale Town Board meeting minutes for May 9, 2023 at 7:00 p.m.
Attending:    Councilmembers Bill Davis, Keith Anderton, Jeania Kennedy and Kennedy Sylvester.  Mayor Ann Kennedy was absent.
Submitted by:  Karen Christensen, Town Clerk
1. Approval of Town Board Minutes of 4/11/23:  Motion by Kennedy Sylvester to accept the minutes with the change on Public Comment item B – Nathan Marshall will use the town’s equipment to clean the culverts.  Motion seconded by Jeania Kennedy.  All in favor, motion passes.

2. Pay Bills for April 2023:  A motion was made by Jeania Kennedy to pay the bills for April 2023.  Motion seconded by Keith Anderton.  All in favor, motion passes.

3. Town Budget:  Wendy Steed presented the budget and suggested that the town board members review it in detail as it will be passed at the June 2023 meeting.  Wendy suggested moving more money to the community development fund.  Bill Davis encouraged everyone to review the budget and be ready to discuss and vote on it next month.

4. Sheriff Marty Gleave regarding Sheriff’s Budget:  Sheriff Marty Gleave addressed the town board and told them that he hired Matt Whitiker in 2002 and did not have enough money to keep him on full time.  So in 2002 he addressed all the towns in Piute and asked for extra funding.  He went on to tell the board that he is concerned about deputy retention and is asking the town if they would consider increasing their annual law enforcement budget from $8,000 to $20,000 per year.  He went on to tell the board that he and all his deputies love the community but it is hard to work for so little money.  He indicated that the increase would go towards salaries.  A motion was made by Keith Anderton to increase the town’s annual law enforcement expenditure to $20,000 per year.  Motion was seconded by Kennedy Sylvester.  All in favor, motion passes.

5. Piute Trails Jamboree:  Dana Erickson addressed the town board and gave an update on the jamboree, which will be held August 9-12.  She said registration is now open.  She also asked the Mayor and town board to attend planning meetings and the event.  She said this year’s pie auction will benefit the Marysvale Fire Department.  She also told the board about a safe streets grant that she came across.  She suggested that that town look into this funding stream.  Dana also confirmed that the jamboree has event insurance through the County.  She is required to provide a list of volunteers to Kali Gleave prior to the event.

6. Local Emergency Planning Committee Piute Fire & Sheriff:  Bill Davis told the board that he and Fire Chief Jon Christensen have been attending these meetings and that there has been significant discussion on flooding.  The County provided a trailer with pallets and a sand fill bucket.  There is plenty of sand and sand bags at the park for anyone who needs them to protect their property.

7. USDA Grant for Copper and Lead Inventory:  Kurt Marchant from Ensign addressed the town board regarding this new State mandate.  He said the town has received a $100,000 grant to cover the cost of this inventory.  The results of the inventory are due to the state by October 2024.  Ensign Engineering put together a proposal to do the work.  This proposal includes education, outreach and potential inspections to see what is in certain homes and pot holing, if necessary.  At this time, the inventory does not require the town or its residents to replace anything.  Kurt went on to say that at this time the state is mostly concerned with lead as it is a carcinogen and can cause birth defects and other health problems.  He said a survey will be sent out in the water bills and will include a QR code that residents can scan on their phone and fill out.  He said Ensign will also do some public records searches to find homes that were built before 1989.  He said they may have to do some door to door visual inspections, but that it is not mandatory and residents can decline.  Inspections will only be done with property owner permission.  Ensign will then take all the information and put it in a database and provide it to the state.  To get this process started, the town needs to execute the proposal with Ensign for the Copper and Lead inventory.  This is a 100% grant with no required matching funds.  Keith Anderton said he does not support this inventory as he feels it is an invasion of resident’s privacy.  Kennedy Sylvester went on to say that this is a State mandate and it has to be done.  Darrin Bushman told the town board that this mandate came to the state from the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency).  Darrin also said that it is not a bad idea to have this inventory done before the town does their new culinary water project, because then they will know if certain pipes need to be replaced.  A motion was made by Kennedy Sylvester to accept the proposal from Ensign (proposal is attached to the minutes).  Motion seconded by Jeania Kennedy.  Keith Anderton was a NO vote.
8. Rental of Bullion Creek Irrigation Shares:  These shares were donated to the town by Ron Hill and Mike Goodfellow for the Thunder Mountain Estates Subdivision.  Bill Davis asked Wendy Steed if she can put them up for bid for one week.  These 9 shares would produce 50 minutes on a full turn and 25 minutes on a half turn.  A resident asked if these shares could be converted to culinary water.  Bill said that they cannot, due to the bylaws of the irrigation company.  Wendy Steed indicated that the town has plenty of water rights, but are lacking source.  Cindy Stanton clarified that when these shares are put out to bid that anyone who is bidding on them must be accessible to the water via a ditch.  If residents do not have a ditch adjacent to their property, they cannot bid on them.  A motion was made by Kennedy Sylvester to put the Bullion Creek Irrigation shares up to bid for one week.  Motion was seconded by Jeania Kennedy.  All in favor, motion passes.

9. Adoption of Title 12 Ordinance Amendment relating to mining in town limits:  Jon Christensen, Chair of the P&Z told the board that his committee held a public hearing on this on May 4, 2023.  The purpose of the amendment was to carve out municipalities from the limit on mining within the town.  The reason is that the town and the County run a gravel pit and wants to be able to use and potentially expand the pit.  A motion was made by Kennedy Sylvester to approve this ordinance amendment.  Seconded by Keith Anderton.  All in favor, motion passes.

10. Six Counties Assoc of Government Internet Survey:    Six Counties is doing an internet survey on broadband in rural areas.  Bill Davis would like the town to send a letter of support as he believes that this could create healthy competition from providers.  He also went on to say that a letter of support does not commit the town to anything.  A motion was made by Kennedy Sylvester to send a letter of support to the Six Counties.  Motion seconded by Jeania Kennedy.  All in favor, motion passes.

11. USDA Grant for Fire House Interior:  The purpose of this item is to garner community support for our grant application.  Ensign is assisting the town with a $50,000 grant.  The matching funds for this grant will be $50,000 from the CIB Board.  This would provide $100,000 of equipment to outfit the new fire station.  The fire station will need benches, lockers and many other interior furnishings.  Bill Davis asked for comments.  Jeania Kennedy said she believes that everyone is supportive of this grant.  Bill Davis said the USDA grant is contingent on the CIB grant, which will be announced in June 2023.  A motion was made by Jeania Kennedy to send a letter of support for the $50,000 USDA grant.  Motion was seconded by Keith Anderton.  All in favor, motion passes.

12. Emergency Flood Mitigation Permit from Army Corp of Engineers/Utah Division of Natural Resources (DNR):  Bill Davis told the board that the Army Corp of Engineers would not talk to the town.  DNR got permission from them for the town to clean out parts of Bullion Creek.  He went on to say that after flood season the town will have to provide documentation of the work that was done.  Also, after July 15, 2023 UDOT will be willing to consider talking to our town about flood water mitigation money.  They could potentially provide 50% of the money needed to put together a flood water mitigation plan.  The town would have to figure out where to get the matching funds.  Bill Davis thanked Skyler Steed, Levi James and Nathan Marshall for their help on this clean up.  A resident asked if there was anything beyond sand and sandbags that the town could do and they were told that without a formal Declaration of Emergency from the State, that is all the town could do for now.  Kurt Marchant from Ensign spoke up and said the permission from DNR is only good for staff of the town to use mechanized equipment in the creek it does not provide permission for individual residents to go with machinery.  However, residents can and should clear any woody debris, branches, trees or junk out of the creek that they can reach by hand.

13. Request for Funding Eclipse Event:  Connie Buell addressed the town board on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce.  She said that last month Dennis Kunz asked if the town would assist the Chamber with portable toilets and trash bins for the eclipse event.  The cost of portable toilets is $1200 and the cost of extra trash receptacles is $300.  They are looking to put on many events during the eclipse, like a farmers market and food trucks at the park.  Connie told the board that the Chamber is trying to organize the chaos that they expect will come with this event.  Jon Christensen asked about the town charging for parking.  Connie said the Chamber did not have staff available to collect money.  A motion was made by Keith Anderton to approve $1500 to the Chamber to support the Eclipse Event that will be held October 13 & 14, 2023.  Motion seconded by Jeania Kennedy.  All in favor, motion passes.

14. Conditional Use Permit Approvals for Short Term Rentals:  Jon Christensen, Chairman of the P&Z told the board that Peggy Garner, Mary Pratz and Craig Terry all had their CUP’s approved at P&Z.  He went on to say that the P&Z waived the CUP fee for these applicants since they were already operating and came into compliance.  A motion was made by Kennedy Sylvester to approve these three (3) Conditional Use Permits and waive the fee.  Motion seconded by Keith Anderton.  All in favor, motion passes.

15. Water Meter for Don Gravits:  Don Gravits asked the board to postpone this item until the June 2023 meeting.  Clerk will put this item on the June agenda.

16. Info West Request for BEAD Funding:  This is a follow up to Item 10 on this agenda.  Town board voted to send a letter of support.  Kennedy Sylvester said that So Central will begin their fiber optic project in the next 6 months and asked if they can store their equipment somewhere in town.  Many options were provided and Kennedy said he will be in contact with So Central to offer them a place to store their equipment.

17. Electronic Speed Signs:  Kennedy Sylvester has 3 new speed signs at his shop that will be placed around town.  One will be on Church Hill, one in Thompsonville and one will be placed on a trailer and moved around town as requested by the Piute County Sheriff’s deputies.  Deputy Mike Gaylor said that he really feels like these signs are helpful to keep speed down in town.

18. Discussion of Towns Legal Fees:  Keith Anderton said he has reviewed the town’s legal fees.  He said the town pays into the ULCT and he thinks the town should utilize this option more than a private attorney.  Bill Davis said they do utilize ULCT often but there have been times that they tell the town that they will need to get private counsel on some issues.  Bill went on to say that Justin Wayment, the town’s private counsel has reviewed many of the town’s grant applications which has enabled the town to receive millions of dollars in grants.  Further, he said that prior administrations have left issues for this current board to handle, which are out of their control.  Bill said that capping legal fees could prove detrimental when faced with potential litigation.  Kennedy Sylvester also expressed concern on capping legal fees.  He said that some of the money spent on private counsel may have saved the town money on potential litigation.  Robin Davis spoke up and said that the town is reacting to the residents who spoke via survey about not wanting any more RV parks and wanting subdivisions to pull their own weight.  Keith Anderton said he does not want to throw endless money down a hole paying for legal fees.  Kennedy Sylvester said that we are living in different times and that municipalities and schools need more legal assistance than in the past.  Bill Davis mentioned the Six Counties Symposium on May 23 and told everyone they should attend because you can have access to 3 attorneys that you can ask questions to.   Keith Anderton said he would just like the town board to try to use other options before paying for outside private counsel.  It was suggested that if the board would like to discuss the specifics of legal fees, this should be done in a closed session meeting.

19. List of Town Accomplishments (see attached):  Bill Davis read over the attached list of accomplishments.  

20. Public Comment:  
A. Don Gravitz asked about the sound system.  Wendy Steed said she would look at options for replacing the system.
B. Darrin Bushman said the Six Counties AOG want to build their attendance.  These are open meetings and he highly encourages town board members to attend.  Next meeting is Wednesday, May 10 at 8:30 am in the Sevier Administrative Building.
C. Carol Lindsey asked the town board if they are going to do a community garden this year.  Keith Anderton said that he thinks a new water line will need to be run because they were previously using Delyn Fautin’s water connection and he was not sure that would continue.  Wendy Steed said the town pays his water bill for use at the garden.  Wendy said she will talk to Delyn and see if he is ok with the town using his water connection if they pay the bill.
D. Steve Adams asked about the stop sign at the corner of Rainbow Road and Center Street.  Nathan said he is taking care of it.

A motion was made by Jeania Kennedy, seconded by Kennedy Sylvester to adjourn the meeting at 9:24 pm.
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