
WALES TOWN COUNCIL 
SPECIAL MEETING
 MAY 18, 2023
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 6:03 PM
ROLL CALL:  
Council members in attendance:  Mayor Byron Davis; Council members: David Larsen, Brandon Rees, Ron Thompson, Clerk Kevin Washburn
Council members absent: Edward Anderson
Residents in attendance: Ken Miller
Others in attendance:  Janell Braithwaite-RWAU, Gary Keddington-CPA
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE--lead by Mayor Davis
COMMUNICATIONS & PETITIONS:  
1.  Discussion and vote in consideration of water rate increase:
Prior to this special meeting, an increase in water rates had been discussed and a study done by Janell Braitewaite of Ruarl Water.  She recommended an increase in the water rates.  Clerk Washburn reviewed her recommendations as written in the new water rate resolution no. 2023-01:
a. Base rate for 5000 gallons per month: increase from $31.00 to $37.00

b. Each of the 5 tiers over base amount:  increase each tier by $0.50 per 1000 gallons.
c. A new paragraph stating that the base water rate will increase by $1.50 per month per year effective on July 1 of each year for the next 5 years.

d. There were also some changes in wording of other paragraphs of the previous ordinance to conform to the present needs of the water rate resolution as suggested by Ms. Braithwaite.
Ms. Braithwaite explained that the town did a good job in front of the Drinking Water board on Tuesday to present the request for grant money to replace all the water meters in town.  She also said they are pleased that the town is considering this water rate increase.

Council member Rees noted that the council had discussed water rate increases and shouldn’t need to discuss it further.  He made a motion to accept the new culinary water rates Resolution No. 2023-01 as written and explained.  Council member Thompson seconded the motion.

VOTE: In favor:  Mayor Davis, Council members Larsen, Rees, and Thompson


Opposed: None


Absent: Council member Anderson

2.  Discussion and vote to discontinue using debit cards and approve using credit cards instead (general card, fire dept. card).

Previous to the meeting, the town’s CPA, Gary Keddington, recommended that the town stop using debit cards and use credit cards instead because debit cards are very unsafe and easy to abuse.  Previous to the meeting, Clerk Washburn contacted the Utah Heritage Credit Union about getting credit cards.  He explained that the credit union needs a copy of the minutes approving the use of credit cards; the name of the person representing the town-Mayor Byron Davis; those authorized to use each card—general card: Mayor Davis, Council member Ron Thompson, Town Treasurer Erika Anderson. (Town Clerk Washburn was to be on the list but the CPA Mr. Keddington, said that if the town clerk is the one to reconcile the credit card statement, he cannot be one who is authorized to use it)—fire card: Fire Chief Shawn Robison, Assistant Fire Chief Katy Sedlak.
Motion to discontinue using debit cards and approve the use of credit cards as outlined was made by Council member Rees and seconded by Council member Larsen.

VOTE: In favor:  Mayor Davis, Council members Larsen, Rees, and Thompson


Opposed: None


Absent: Council member Anderson.
Council member Rees made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Council member Larsen.
VOTE: In favor:  Mayor Davis, Council members Larsen, Rees, and Thompson

Opposed: None

Absent: Council member Anderson.
Meeting adjourned at 6:15 PM
MINUTES APPROVED:
___________________________

_________________

     Mayor:  Byron L. Davis        


     Date
ATTEST:

__________________________


_________________
     Town Clerk:  Kevin E. Washburn 


     Date
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