

WALES TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
 JUNE 6, 2023
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 7:01 PM
ROLL CALL:  
Council members in attendance:  Mayor Byron Davis; Council members: Edward Anderson, Brandon Rees, Ron Thompson, Clerk Kevin Washburn
Council members absent: David Larsen
Residents in attendance: Tom Davis, Katy Sedlak-assist. fire chief, Ron Garff-p&z member
Others in attendance:  none
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE—this was done in budget hearing meeting prior to council meeting.
PRAYER/INSPIRATIONAL THOUGHT: --this was done in budget hearing meeting prior to council meeting.
MINUTES:  Council member Thompson made a motion to accept the minutes of the Town Council meeting held May 2, 2023, and the minutes of the special meeting held May 18, 2023, as written; Council member Rees seconded the motion.
VOTE: 
In favor:  Mayor Davis, Council members Anderson, Rees, and Thompson

 
 Opposed: none

 
 Absent: Council member Larsen
INVOICES: A list of invoices for the month of May 2023 was distributed by the town clerk who explained some of the bills that are out of the ordinary. Council member Rees made the motion to approve payment of the invoices, and Mayor Davis seconded the motion. 

VOTE: 
In favor:  Mayor Davis, Council members Anderson, Rees, and Thompson

  
Opposed:  none

 
 Absent: Council member Larsen
BUSINESS & PETITIONS:  
1.  Proposal by Veona Mills Madsen that the town refund her the present value of two (2) cemetery plots ($525.00 each for non-resident) presently in her name.
Town Clerk Washburn talked to Mrs. Madsen on Tuesday, May 30, 2023, about her desire to return the plots. She also sent an e-mail to the town on Wednesday, May 31, 2023, explaining her proposal which Washburn read to the council. He explained to the council that she does not want the plots now because another person has been buried there next to her father. Her mother died in 1950. Her father paid $5.00 to have the lot for his family burial plots and her mother was buried there in 1950. In 1958 a man by the name of Larsen was buried one plot south of her mother on the family plot. In 1986, her father died and was buried between his wife and Mr. Larsen. This left plots south of Mr. Larsen for other Mills family members. In 1991 Mrs. Madsen asked for and received a new certificate for the two plots she wanted which ended up just south of Mr. Larsen’s grave. These are part of the original family lot, so Mrs. Madsen was not charged for the two plots.
In the phone call, Mrs. Madsen told Washburn that her husband has passed away and was buried in Bountiful.
Washburn also pointed out to the council that there is no indication that anyone complained about Mr. Larsen being buried on the Mills lot until this week.
Council member Thompson said that under the circumstances explained he was opposed to paying Mrs. Madsen for the plots. Councilman Anderson said he agreed. Mayor Davis pointed out that a person does not buy or own land in the cemetery-they pay a fee to be buried on city cemetery property. 

Council member Rees asked if the town had ever refunded money for plots back to anyone. As far as anyone knows that has not been done. 
Council member Thompson made a motion to reject the request to buy back Madsen’s plots and to offer her two (2) new plots in the cemetery that are not currently reserved for anyone else. He also proposed that Mrs. Madsen needs to let the town know her decision before the next regular council meeting to be held during the first week in July. Council member Rees seconded the motion.
VOTE: 
In favor:  Mayor Davis, Council members Anderson, Rees, and Thompson


  
      
Opposed: none


      
Absent: Council member Larsen

2. Town clerk Washburn suggested that the town council have an official vote to discuss the possible raising of the property mill levy. Council member Rees made the motion to discuss the possible raising of the property mill levy and council member Thompson seconded the motion.

VOTE: 
In favor:  Mayor Davis, Council members Anderson, Rees, and Thompson


       
 Opposed: none


         
Absent: Council member Larsen

Council member Rees suggested the council should have a hearing about the mill levy before the next council meeting.

COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS:
· Mayor:  Mayor Davis
Mayor suggested that the town may need to raise its impact fees to meet the town needs. He mentioned the need to loop the waterlines in several places and the new development that is expected. 
· Water:  Council member Rees
Rees stated that the Wales Irrigation Company of which he is a board member said they are somewhat in favor of turning the irrigation company over to the town. For secondary water.
· Streets:  Council member Larsen-absent
Mayor mentioned that the weeds on the sides of the streets need to be sprayed.

· Cemetery:  Council member Thompson
Thompson thanked the community for their help in cleaning up the cemetery for Memorial Day. He also reported that he has fixed the water leak at the cemetery. Citizen Tom Davis asked if there was an added expense when the town must remove gravel and tarp and replace it when digging a new grave. Thompson responded that the town does charge more for the extra work.

Park:  Council member Anderson-nothing to report. Mayor thanked Anderson for mowing the park lawn.

Motion to adjourn was made by Council member Thompson and seconded by Council member Rees.

VOTE: 
In favor:  Mayor Davis, Council members Anderson, Rees, and Thompson

Opposed: none

Absent: Council member Larsen
Meeting adjourned at 7:51 PM
MINUTES APPROVED:
___________________________

_________________

     Mayor:  Byron L. Davis        


     Date
ATTEST:

__________________________


_________________
     Town Clerk:  Kevin E. Washburn 


     Date
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