[image: ]         PARKS AND RECREATION 
OPEN SPACE TRUST FUND ADVISORY COMMITTEE
     In-Person and WebEx
Location: Government Center, 2001 S. State Street SLC, Utah 84118 
 						April 17th, 2023 | 2:30PM-3:30PM 
 

 
In Attendance 
 
Board Members: Bennion Gardner, Deborah Gatrell, Sarah Reale, Kael Weston, Angela Gong, Benjamin Cook, Carrie Butler, Nate Blouin 
Absent: Rhetta Mciff
Staff: Walt Gilmore, Heidi Shegrud, Danielle Calacino, Derrick Sorensen, David Johnson, Jason Wolf
Citizen Participation: Steve Van Muren

CALL TO ORDER 
Walt calls meeting to order and asks all attendees to introduce themselves.

PUBLIC COMMENTS:
No public comments made.

BUSINESS ITEM – APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Walt explains that due to a technical error, the minutes from the last Open Space Trust Fund Advisory Committee meeting in March 2022 were not able to be resurrected. Goes on to explain that we will hold off on them until the second quarter meeting takes place.

 
PUBLIC MEETINGS TRAINING
David Johnson, District Attorney, presents on the yearly public meetings training. This time a video is provided for everyone in attendance. Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HvbOw9Q7i0I. 

David briefly reminds everyone that issues should not be discussed if they are not on the agenda. Regarding this board, an open discussion about a land sell could impact the County’s ability to get the best terms, conditions, and pricing, and the board can thus vote on closing the meeting for said discussion. 
A violation of the public meetings act can result in a possible misdemeanor. 
No questions from anyone in attendance. 
Walt passes out the Conflict-of-Interest forms to the board members to be reviewed and signed.


Walt introduces Jason Wolf with the Office of Regional Development to discuss their Canyons Management program.
Jason discusses the mission and work the Canyons Management Program is aiming to do with the board.
Walt adds that Salt Lake County Parks and Recreation has been working back and forth with Jason as we develop trails and recreation amenities within our canyons. Says that we will continue to have Jason attend our board meetings periodically. 


Open Space Land Acquisition / Conservation Easement Pre-Application
Walt explains the properties that have been acquired by Salt Lake County in the past year, 2022.
Discusses and passes around information for the following 2022 Applications:
· Nicoletti Property – in Butterfield Area, Salt Lake County purchased.
· Lund Property – in the Murray area, near Little Confluence trailhead. Walt says they are still working with landowner to decide on a negotiated price.
· Vince and Karen Rogers Property – in Emigration Canyon, Walt says it was purchased specifically to create a trailhead. 
· Killyon Canyon Redrocks Property – Salt Lake City purchased.
· Raincloud Property Acquisition – the County holds a conservation easement on this property.

Angela Gong asks Walt if she can take pictures of these properties, and Walt says he will provide copies of them to all the board members within the next few weeks. 

Walt says the County has been successful in making these few purchases and looks forward to sharing more applications with the board. Walt also says that advertising of the application will be on the Parks and Recreation website, and we have received seed money from Mayor Wilson’s budget, which included $5 million in acquisition funds that will help with future purchases.

Walt mentions that internally there is a spreadsheet he’s helped create regarding properties Parks and Recreation is interested in, ranked in tiers. 

2023 Applications:

Bennion Gardner presents to the board multiple parcels in Yellowfork, Rose and Butterfield Canyons available to purchase, which are specifically located between two existing trail networks. He mentions how there are areas in the valley that residents are locked out of to recreate outdoors. 
As founder of the Oquirrh Foundation, Bennion says he met with Wendy Thomas, assistant city manager of Herriman City, and she has talked with Camp Williams who wants to participate in the parcels as well and has money to allocate towards them. 
Property is listed on MLS, and property owners are willing to sell this portion for open space preservation, although they’re currently asking more than reasonable market price but are softening up on it. 
It’s 127 acres, and forms a corridor in-between Yellowfork and Rose Canyons, and up to parcels Herriman City owns. 
The original Butterfield family still owns some parcels in the area, and when they are eventually ready to sell, they have said they want it to be preserved as open space.

Walt mentions that he’s excited about this because yes, the Bonneville Shoreline Trail is currently locked-out of this area in the valley. Consults with Derrick about having conversations with Camp Williams and Herriman City together to discuss sources of funding. Says as a staff, we will start looking at mapping and topography regarding the parcels and see which ones would be most critical. 

Bennion asks if a site visit would be helpful, and Walt agrees it would be. Bennion mentions that there aren’t direct roads through these parcels, but it’s in the High County Estates neighborhood. 

Derrick asks if they’re in the subdivision and Bennion says that yes and if there’s an HOA we would want to disconnect.
Derrick says that there are lots of difficulties going on with the High County Estates currently, and their HOAs are not well organized. Walt agrees that we would want to explore and see if we could detach from the HOA so we aren’t paying their fees on open space.

Heidi Shegrud asks if to get out of High Country, could we annex into Herriman City. 

Derrick says there are two components to that; the HOA isn’t a product of an annexation, the city limits are set by state guidelines, and an HOA is set by those who build the subdivision. So, an annexation would be a vacation or dissolution from the actual HOA. He says that Herriman might want to annex in, which they would need a conservation easement on it or do something to preserve the land, but he confirms it’s a different action. 

Walt says that we will discuss it more in our next meeting to explore the best options and look into pulling appraisals together. 

Deborah Gatrell asks Bennion if he has the GPS coordinates for the parcels, Bennion says he can get her them, and Walt says she could also pull them up on the Assessor’s parcel map as well. 

Bennion hopes to add more outdoor recreation opportunities on the west side of the valley, for those residents.
Walt agrees and mentions that Mayor Wilson and the council supports building into the southwest quadrant and getting more space for people to recreate without overwhelming the Wasatch Front. 

Deborah adds that with her experience with the National Guard, she knows they are interested in a buffer zone. Residential properties are located right up against the Camp, and a buffer zone is safer for everybody. Deborah also adds that the National Guard is going into a resource constrained environment, and funding will become more limited. She advises the sooner the better to acquire buffer zones. 

Walt says that he recalls sitting through a presentation regarding the buffer zones a few years ago, where they mentioned there is ACUB funding for these projects. 

Kael asks what the amount of money is we will be looking at for acquiring the parcels Bennion presented. Walt says he is not sure yet, but we will need to do some appraisal work and investigation on that. 

Kael continues to say he is still very curious what other counties have done with their bonds, and if we have a bond passed in the future it would open a lot of wider priorities.

Derrick says the listing shows it at $180,000 for 533 acres, and doesn’t know if that’s accurate, but they’re disclosing that they’re tied up in a lawsuit with the state and assumes it’s over the High County Estates subdivision. Derrick says he can reach out to the agent. 

Walt says there is an application put together that allows us to move forward.

Kael says it is a great idea to look at the Butterfield/west side of the county before his audio cuts out. 

Walt says that May/middle of May, we will coordinate a field trip before our next meeting and will be in contact to get it arranged. 

Deborah asks to schedule the field trip before May 21st. 

Walt asks for the board members to sign their disclosure statements, and if there is interest in chairing the board, please reach out to him and Patrick. 

Walt says the next quarter meeting will take place in June or July in the afternoon.

Sarah asks Walt if the board members will receive the spreadsheet he mentioned, and he confirms he will attach it to follow-up email with meeting minutes. 

Kael welcomes the new board members and thanks Jason for the information he provided.


ADJOURNMENT
Walt takes motion to adjourn.


Walt acknowledges Carrie to the board after meeting adjournment. She introduces herself to all in attendance. 
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