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DEPARTMENT of ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Salt Lake City Art Design Board Meeting
May 3rd, 2023
5:00 – 6:30 pm
Webex Online & Finch Lane Gallery

PRESENT: 	Tiffini Porter 		Meggie Troili		Colour Maisch
	Michael Mejia	 	Angela Dean		Jen Lopez
	Alex Moya

Staff Members
Renato Olmedo-González, Public Art Program Manager
Brenda Alavez, Public Art Program Coordinator

	GUESTS:		Tyler Fonarow, Recreation Trails Manager
				Jacob Crane, Foothills Trailheads Project Stakeholder
				Chuck Berrett, Finalist  
				Xander Brickey, Finalist
				Elizabeth Carrington, Finalist
				Eric Fairclough, Finalist
				Valerie Jar, Finalist
				Evan Jed Memmott, Finalist
				Caro Nilsson, Finalist
				Brooklyn Ottens, Finalist
				Sri Whipple, Finalist
	
I. Call to Order / Approval of April 5th, 2023 Minutes 		
a. After a quorum was established at approximately 5:07 pm, Ms. Meggie Troili called the meeting to order and stated the Arts Council’s mission. Ms. Jen Lopez motioned to approve the minutes from the Board’s April 5th, 2023 meeting. Ms. Tiffini Porter seconded, and all Board members voted in favor. 

II. Foothills Trailheads: Bike Rack Murals finalist presentations 
a. Project background
Ms. Brenda Alavez gave an overview of this project, which is being presented in partnership with the Public Lands Department. This public art project will commission 10 Utah-based artists to create unique acrylic “murals” that will be painted onto custom-designed galvanized steel bike racks. These bike-shaped racks feature a custom sego lily design on each wheel and the commissioned artists will be required to utilize predetermined paint brands, materials, and processes for the artwork to ensure longevity and maintain quality. Six bike racks will be placed at the Bonneville Boulevard Trailhead, and four at the Popperton Park Trailhead. This public art project was designed to provide emerging artists, especially those without previous public art or mural experience, with a professional development and learning opportunity. Salt Lake City will oversee the fabrication and installation of the bike racks, including the individual placement of each, ensuring a seamless and successful implementation of this project. The artwork goals for this project include: 1) enhancing the City's cycling-friendly reputation; 2) a desire to commission a variety of local artists to create visually stimulating interventions on City infrastructure, and; 3) invite artists to produce site-specific work honoring the ecological and cultural significance of the City’s Foothills. The commission amount is $3,500 and there are 10 commissions available, with a limit of one commission per individual artist or artist-led team. The total commission for this project is inclusive of all artist fees and materials related to the project, including but not limited to proposal development, materials, insurance, transportation (pick up and drop off), and storage. 

b. Proposal presentations 
All the project’s selected finalists had previously submitted colored renderings of their individual bike rack proposals, which the Art Design Board had the opportunity to review prior to the meeting. The project’s selected finalists, except for Bill Louis, were present during this meeting and each was asked to individually present their design and convey their inspiration, approach, and meaning behind their work.  
 
i. Mr. Xander Brickey’s inspiration for his design is rooted in the image and symbolism of the bike rack’s sego lily. His colorful, figurative design features a variety of local flowers and pollinators, mainly featured as a colony of playful bees. Mr. Brickey’s design features a distinct left and right side, although they’re similar in content, approach, and subject matter. 
ii. Ms. Elizabeth Carrington presented three different designs for the Board to consider. Each of the designs Ms. Carrington presented for consideration featured bold, contrasting colors and a mixture of whimsical patterns, partly inspired by pop art imagery. The Board and project stakeholders had a discussion on which one of the three designs they preferred for commission and asked further questions regarding her technique and approach to artmaking. 
iii. Ms. Valerie Jar presented a stylized night and day version of the Foothills’ landscape. Ms. Jar, whose work is inspired by her own experiences and memories, described her choice of bold, bright colors and how these represent how she feels about the site, a place she frequents often as a trail runner herself. The Board noted the effective use of the dual option permissible by this project and commented on the effectiveness of featuring a day/night scene. 
iv. Mr. Eric Fairclough presented an intricately patterned design featuring a muted color palette. The earthy tones chosen by Mr. Fairclough are intended to compliment the landscape and mimic those that are naturally found within the Foothills’ landscape. The Board and project stakeholders discussed the color placement and treatment within certain elements of the bike rack and Mr. Fairclough conveyed how the wheels are meant to be the centerpiece of his design. 
v. Mr. Evan Jed Memmott presented an abstract design featuring contrasting colors. Mr. Memmott found inspiration for his color palette within the flags of the Indigenous Nations whose ancestral homelands are in Utah. Those present noted Mr. Memmott’s wavy, concentric line application and use of contrasting colors, which give the final design a sense of motion and an appearance of an optical illusion. 
vi. Ms. Caro Nilsson presented a figurative design in various shades of red featuring local plants that grow within the Foothills. Ms. Nilsson, a trail user herself, found inspiration in the seasonal changes to the vegetation within the area. Ms. Nilsson noted how she wanted to approach each side within the bike racks differently by inverting her design. Ms. Tiffini Porter inquired about this process and the Board came to an agreement that they would like to see this reflected within the final design. 
vii. Ms. Brooklyn Ottens presented a dual design featuring a black-and-white abstract pattern centered around the bike rack’s sego lily motif. Each side of the bike rack would be painted identically but will feature a different, contrasting color (blue and red). The sego lily design incorporates hues of yellow and contrasting line work, which the Board noted as an effective and clever approach to the design of the bike rack itself. Ms. Troili asked the Board about the white connections within the inner and outer rim of the wheel portion of the bike rack. Mr. Renato Olmedo-González inquired about how the contrasting red and blue portions will blend within the top portions of the bike racks, where both sides will meet. Ms. Ottens explained her approach to artmaking, which emphasizes an acute attention to detail. She also conveyed her willingness to work with the Board to adapt her design accordingly. 
viii. Mr. Sri Whipple presented an abstract design featuring a color palette comprised of contrasting, bold colors. Mr. Whipple’s approach to the design centered the bike rack itself, while the colors mimic, but intensify, the surrounding landscape. In describing his technique, Mr. Whipple described the inspiration behind each of the elements within his design, which incorporate the surrounding landscape and nature of the Foothills, and how we would approach the act of painting the bike rack itself. 
ix. Mr. Chuck Berrett presented two distinct proposals for the Board to consider, both of which are remarkably different from the other. His first proposal is a painterly depiction of the Foothills landscape that resembles an Impressionist painting and will be painted in a cool color palette. The second proposal features an oversized painterly depiction of flowers in contrasting red and green tones. Mr. Berrett expressed how he’d be willing to paint both designs onto the same bike rack if the Board selected both. Various Board members discussed the elements within each proposal and leaned towards choosing the landscape over the floral design. 
x. Mr. Bill Louis, who was not present during the meeting due to travel conflicts, provided the Public Art Program with a written statement describing his proposal, which was read by Ms. Alavez. Mr. Louis’ design is reflective of his own cultural background as an active member of Utah’s Polynesian community. His design features a relaxing colorful seascape, painted in a bright and stimulating color palette. Mr. Louis, who acknowledged bicycles as a popular form of transportation in the Pacific Islands, described his design as “bringing the Islands to Utah.” 

c. Discussion
The Board proceeded to discuss the finalists’ proposals. Mr. Louis’ proposal was discussed first. Ms. Troili and Ms. Lopez noted how Mr. Louis’ bike rack design wasn’t as compelling as the work samples he presented in his application and the other Board members agreed. The Board requested the Public Art Program to have Mr. Louis revisit his proposal, with further direction about how he should approach his design and present it to the Board for consideration during its next meeting. Ms. Porter and Ms. Troili commented on a small detail within Ms. Ottens design that they would like to see changed. The connections between the inner wheels, presented as white, will be requested to be painted black and the Board agreed to make this change. Ms. Nilsson’s proposal was discussed, and the Board will ask her to “mirror” the direction of the floral motifs on each side of the design, an approach she described during her presentation. Although the Board engaged in a discussion about Mr. Fairclough’s colors and their application, it was agreed that the design, as presented to the Board by the artist, will be accepted. Ms. Carrington’s three designs were discussed and the first one she presented, a bright and colorful landscape of the Foothills, stood out as the preferred choice. Mr. Berrett’s dual design proposals were discussed, and the Board agreed that the painterly landscape of the Foothills would be the preferred choice. 

d. Recommendation to Mayor
Ms. Colour Maish made a motion to recommend the following nine artists for commission: Mr. Berrett (painterly landscape), Mr. Brickey, Ms. Carrington (option 1), Mr. Fairclough, Ms. Jar, Mr. Memmott, Ms. Nilsson (with a mirrored image on the other side), Ms. Ottens (request to paint the wheel connectors as black instead of white), and Mr. Whipple. Mr. Louis will be asked to revisit his proposal, which will be presented to the Board during June convening. Mr. Alex Moya seconded the motion. All present voted in favor. 

III. Public Comment 
a. [bookmark: _Hlk135818307]None

IV. Executive Director’s Updates
a. Mr. Olmedo-González provided the Board with an update on behalf of Arts Council Executive Director, Ms. Felicia Baca. The project FY23-24 CIP Percent-for-Art Budget is expected to be $161,518. CIP projects will be selected for funding the City Council in the coming months. 
b. The Arts Council is working with the City’s Finance Department and Mayor’s Office to determine a funding mechanism for an iconic public art installation on the City’s West Side, as tasked by Mayor Mendenhall in her 2023 plan. 
c. The Arts Council and the Public Art Program received additional inquiries from Bloomberg Philanthropies in response to Salt Lake City’s application for the Bloomberg Public Art Challenge. If selected, Salt Lake City will create a multi-site public art project in a grand scale with the goals of bringing awareness to the crisis affecting the Great Salt Lake. 

V. Other Business/Adjourn 
a. [bookmark: _Hlk135780041]Mr. Moya made a motion to close the meeting, Ms. Maisch seconded. All board members present voted in favor.
b. Next meeting: Wednesday, June 7th, 2023, 5:00 – 7:00 pm. 
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