
SANTA CLARA CITY COUNCIL MEETING
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 26, 2023
MINUTES
THE CITY COUNCIL FOR THE CITY OF SANTA CLARA, WASHINGTON COUNTY, UTAH, met for a Regular Meeting on Wednesday, April 26, 2023, at 5:00 p.m. in the City Council Chambers of the Town Hall at 2603 Santa Clara Drive, Santa Clara, Utah.  Notice of the time, place, and agenda of the meeting was provided to The Spectrum and each member of the governing body by emailing a copy of the Notice and Agenda to The Spectrum and also, along with any packet information, to the mayor and each council member, at least two days before the meeting.  The meeting will be broadcast via YouTube linked on our website at https://sccity.org/meetings. 
Present:			Mayor Rick Rosenberg

Council Members:		Jarrett Waite
				Christa Hinton
				Leina Mathis
				Denny Drake

City Manager:		Brock Jacobsen

City Recorder:		Chris Shelley

Others Present:		Jim McNulty, City Planner
				Matt Ence, City Attorney
				Bob Flowers, Police Chief
				Dustin Mouritsen, Public Works Director
				Ryan VonCannon, Parks and Trails Director
				Gary Hall, Power Director
				Andrew Parker, Fire Chief
				Cody Mitchell, Building Official

Excused:			Ben Shakespeare 

1. Call to Order.

Mayor Rick Rosenberg called the meeting to order at 5:00 p.m.  He welcomed those present and reported that Council Member Shakespeare was excused from the meeting as he was traveling.  

2. Opening Ceremony.

A. Pledge of Allegiance:  Leina Mathis.

B. Opening Comments (Invocation):  Michael Kruse, Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, St. George Interfaith Council.

3. General Citizen Public Comment.

There were no citizen comments.  

4. Conflicts and Disclosures.

Mayor Rosenberg disclosed that the firm he is employed by has worked on Items 4, 5, 6, and 7 on the General Business portion of the City Council Meeting agenda.  

5. Working Agenda.

1. Public Hearing.

i. Public Hearing to Receive Public Input Regarding a Partial Street Vacation of Victors Street.

City Planner, Jim McNulty presented the Staff Report and stated that Santa Clara City is requesting a Partial Street Vacation for Victors Street.  It was for the portion of Victors Street that was directly south of Santa Clara Drive.  A total of seven parcels will be impacted by the proposed street vacation: SC-117-B (0.03 acres), SC-117-C (0.03), SC-117-A (0.02 acres), SC-75-D (185 square feet), SC-124-B (0.01 acres), SC-123-A-1 (0.03 acres), and SC-124-A-1 (0.02 acres).  The parcels were shown on a map and legal descriptions of the affected properties were included in the packet.  Mr. McNulty reported that Victors Street was originally intended to be a 66-foot right-of-way that could connect to other public streets.  However, that was no longer an option as other properties in the vicinity are developed.  That portion of Victors Street will terminate with a cul-de-sac adjacent to the proposed Santa Clara Valley Homes.

City Staff did not have concerns about the proposed street vacation that was before the City Council.  As far as the neighborhood response, notices were sent to the owners of each parcel that is accessed by the public street, per State Code.  No responses were received.  The property was also posted for a public hearing, per State Code requirements.  A banner sign was posted to identify that there was a public hearing.  Additionally, a QR code that linked to the City website was shared.  Mr. McNulty reviewed the State Code requirements.  Utah Code, Section 10-9a-208 included requirements for a petition to vacate a public street.  To vacate a public street, a city must hold at least one public hearing.  In this case, the public hearing would be held by the Council.  City Staff determined that all State Code requirements were met with the application.

City Staff recommended that the City Council consider approving the Partial Street Vacation for Victors Street (south of Santa Clara Drive) subject to the following conditions: 

1. That the Partial Street Vacation be adopted by City Ordinance. 

2. That appropriate documents as directed by City Legal Counsel be recorded with Washington County to document the Partial Street Vacation for Victors Street.

3. That future public right-of-way improvements to the street comply with the approval.

There was discussion regarding the reason for the vacation.  Mayor Rosenberg explained that everything on Victors Street is set narrower than the street right-of-way that is there.  The street standard requirements were less than the original dedication.  The remaining streets will still meet all of the City standards as far as street width, pavement width, curb and gutter, sidewalk, and all necessary improvements.  There will be a vacation to the property owners on each side.  

Mayor Rosenberg opened the public hearing.  

Mel Taylor reported that when Victors Street was opened, he was building a home.  At that time, the Council stated that there needed to be a 66-foot street because that was the standard in Santa Clara.  He did not feel that a 66-foot street was necessary for one home but he meets that requirement.  Mr. Taylor asked if any of the Council Members have been on Victors Street recently and had tried to turn left.  He felt it was important to do it before the item was considered.  It was difficult to turn around there already.  Mr. Taylor expressed concerns about parking and additional traffic that will result from the townhome development with an additional 14 units.  He wondered who proposed the partial street vacation.  Mr. McNulty clarified that the City proposed the change.  The street was deemed adequate with the proposed width.  

Mr. Taylor did not feel it made sense to change the width from 66 feet to a 50-foot radius turnaround.  Mr. McNulty clarified that a 50-foot radius and 100-foot diameter is typical for a cul-de-sac and allows fire or emergency vehicles to turn without having to back up.  Currently, it is difficult for fire and emergency vehicles to turn because it was a dead end.  He reiterated that the proposal would ensure that there was a 100-foot diameter and a 50-foot radius.  Mayor Rosenberg added that any necessary right-of-way will be dedicated as part of the plat.  The current image showed the vacation of the existing dedicated road back to the property owners.  Mr. Taylor reiterated his concerns about narrowing the road and asked the Council to visit the area.  

Stephanie Erickson gave her address as 1502 Victors Street.  She wondered if the intention was to focus on the north side of Victors Street as well or only the south side.  Mayor Rosenberg clarified that it was only for the south side.  It would improve the street.  Now that it is part of a new subdivision, street improvements were necessary.  For those improvements to be done there needs to be an appropriate right-of-way.  Ms. Erickson wanted to know if the impacted residents will need to pay for their curb and gutter.  Mayor Rosenberg clarified that those residents have always been responsible unless the City chose to do so.  Historically, it had been up to the adjacent property owner to address but with some of the changes to the ordinance recently, there were instances where the City went in to handle issues at the request of property owners.  Ms. Erickson asked the Council Members to visit the area.  It was difficult to be a resident in downtown Santa Clara.  It was always busy, hard to turn left, and difficult to navigate.  

Tracy Hoskins gave his address as 1385 Vernons Street.  He wondered if the proposal would prevent him from going in and out of the street.  Mayor Rosenberg stated that there would be access onto the cul-de-sac.  The vacation would not impact access to his property.  Mr. Hoskins explained that in the past he asked about power and wondered if that was still possible.  Power Director, Gary Hall reported that power will be run into the development.  It will be possible to meet privately and discuss what he specifically desired.  Mr. Hoskins expressed concerns about density in the area and the impact it will have on traffic. 

David Frei gave his address as 1505 Victors Street.  He had concerns about adding a lot of units within a small space.  It would make more sense to have single-family homes instead of townhomes.  Mayor Rosenberg explained that the public hearing was related to the street vacation.  The zone change had already been approved and the project density was not in question.  

Dennis Frei gave his address as 1448 Santa Clara View Drive.  He wondered whether the landowners need to agree to accept the property.  He wanted to understand if the front of their yards would need to be relandscaped.  Mayor Rosenberg did not believe the City was adding to the landscaping responsibilities.  City Attorney, Matt Ence, addressed the question of whether owners need to accept the property.  He shared information about the process of vacating a dedicated right-of-way.  Under State Code, when a city decides that it does not need a right-of-way or as much right-of-way for a current public street, whatever the city gives up would go back to the adjacent property owners.  Mr. Frei reiterated concerns that those property owners will be forced to take back the additional property.

Teresa Frei gave her address as 2920 Santa Clara Drive and stated that when she tried to leave her home, it took approximately five minutes to move onto the main highway.  It does not matter what time of day.  The traffic issues were consistent.  She expressed concerns about high density and how that will impact the existing conditions.  Ms. Frei asked the City Council to spend time in the area to better understand the issues that residents face.  

Jake Erickson gave his address as 1502 Victors Street and had a question about the north end of Victors Street and the overall area.  He also had concerns about where the water will collect.  Mayor Rosenberg explained that every street is different.  Some streets are designed to continue through and connect onto different roads.  When the City looks at a street to make improvements, the existing right-of-way and improvements are considered.  From there, the City determines how much right-of-way is needed to meet City standards.  The street is then designed to that standard.  Not every street in town will be the same.  Every street will be designed and looked at in accordance with what currently exists and what the needs are.  

Mr. Erickson echoed the concerns expressed by other residents related to traffic in the area.  Mayor Rosenberg stated that a lot of the traffic is not being generated by Santa Clara.  It is coming from west of town. Traffic has increased significantly and is caused by development that has occurred adjacent to the City.  Santa Clara City is trying to mitigate some of those concerns in various ways.  For instance, facilitating bypass routes and so on.  The increased traffic is something that is happening regardless of what Santa Clara chooses to do in the downtown area. 

There were no further questions.  The public hearing was closed at 5:29 p.m. 

4. Consent Agenda.

i. Approval of Claims and Minutes:

· April 12, 2023, Regular City Council Meeting.
· Claims through April 26, 2023.

Council Member Drake moved to APPROVE the Claims and Minutes.  Council Member Mathis seconded the motion.  Vote on motion: Council Member Waite-Aye; Council Member Drake-Aye; Council Member Hinton-Aye; Council Member Mathis-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.

5. General Business.

i. Discussion and Action to Consider Approval of Resolution 2023-07R Proclaiming April 2023 Child Abuse Prevention Month.  Presented by Kristy Pike of Washington County Children’s Justice Center.

Kristy Pike from the Washington County Children’s Justice Center read Resolution 2023-07R, which proclaimed April 2023 as Child Abuse Prevention Month in Santa Clara.  Mayor Rosenberg commended the Washington County Children’s Justice Center for their hard work and dedication.  Ms. Pike reported that Council Members Hinton and Waite were at the groundbreaking earlier in the day to mark the expansion.  She thanked them for attending and explained that mental health care and medical care would be expanded into the new facility.  

Council Member Drake moved to APPROVE Resolution 2023-07R – Proclaiming April 2023 as Child Abuse Prevention Month.  Council Member Hinton seconded the motion.  The motion passed with the unanimous consent of the Council.

ii. Discussion and Action to Consider a Donation to Snow Canyon High School Grad Night.  Presented by Brock Jacobsen, City Manager.

City Manager, Brock Jacobsen, shared information related to the Snow Canyon High School Grad Night.  He reported that each year, Snow Canyon High School requests a donation from the City to help fund Grad Night for the seniors who are graduating.  Grad Night allows the graduates to celebrate with one another.  School representatives were present.

Sheridan Harris gave her address as 2805 Cottonwood Circle.  Jenee Ence gave her address as 2339 Covey Lane.  Both were parents of seniors and were present to ask for a donation for the Snow Canyon High School Grad Night.  Mayor Rosenberg asked about the plans for Grad Night.  Ms. Harris explained that it will be similar to last year but there will be a beach theme.  There will be roller skating and a Hawaiian-themed dinner.  There was discussion about the donation amount.  Ms. Harris noted that last year the City donated $1,000.  She asked that the same amount be donated this year if possible.  Staff believed it was.  Ms. Harris noted that in St. George, the senior class does a service project to earn money back.  St. George City donated $1,000 to the students and then the students did work to earn that money back. 

Council Member Hinton moved to APPROVE a Donation to Snow Canyon High School Grad Night in the Amount of $1,000, with the possibility of the Senior Class of Snow Canyon High School providing a service to the City on a project to be determined by City Staff.  Council Member Mathis seconded the motion.  Vote on Motion: Council Member Waite-Aye; Council Member Drake-Aye; Council Member Hinton-Aye; Council Member Mathis-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.

iii. Discussion and Action to Approve the Fraud Assessment Risk Questionnaire Required by the State Auditor’s Office. Presented by Debbie Bannon, Finance Officer.

Mr. Jacobsen reported that each year the City needs to conduct a Fraud Assessment and answer a number of questions.  The City is a few points away from moving into the next category.  One of the ways to increase the score was to add an Ethics Policy that all employees and elected and appointed officials sign on an annual basis.  With the Ethics Policy in place and signed, the City will receive additional points and be in the next category.  He explained that there was a copy of the Ethical Behavior Pledge Form included in the packet.  It was read aloud.

Council Member Drake moved to APPROVE the Fraud Assessment Risk Questionnaire Required by the State Auditor’s Office, as presented.  Council Member Hinton seconded the motion.  The motion passed with the unanimous consent of the Council.

iv. Discussion and Action on Ordinance #2023-10 Granting a Petition to Vacate Certain Portions of Victors Street, South of Santa Clara Drive.  Presented by Jim McNulty, City Planner.

Mayor Rosenberg reported that Mr. McNulty previously presented the Staff Report on the above item.  The Council also listened to public comments and reviewed the documents.  There was discussion regarding the current street pavement width.  It was noted that the pavement width was shown as 35 feet in the construction drawings.  Council Member Drake referenced a comment made during the public hearing.  He asked if the adjacent parcels were willing to accept the vacation.  Mr. Ence clarified that it was not a factor.  Pursuant to State Law, if the City decides to vacate a dedication, it goes to the neighboring property owners with no action required on their part.  Council Member Waite noted that the narrower road means there will be less maintenance costs in the future.  If it could be thinner and still function effectively, that would be more cost-effective for citizens.  Sidewalks, curb, and gutter, and the turnaround would also improve safety.  

Council Member Mathis pointed out that most of the residential areas had a pavement width of 30 feet.  She wondered why the initial proposal was for that to be wider.  Mayor Rosenberg explained that when the City was originally platted, most of the roads in the downtown area were wider.  When cities were originally set up, the road widths were wider to facilitate different needs.  He reported that the Legislature passed a law during the last legislative session that would come next year.  It limited the maximum asphalt width that the City could require on a residential street to 32 feet. 

Council Member Waite referenced the comments made during the public hearing about turn issues.  He wondered how those concerns would be addressed.  Mayor Rosenberg explained that the planned pavement width would still facilitate a left-turn lane out because there was no shoulder parking at the intersection.  It would still be possible to have an additional lane at the intersection at the street cross-section.  A lot of the issues discussed earlier had to do with traffic on Santa Clara Drive.  There were other mitigation efforts in the works to address the long delays.  For instance, there were discussions about a signal at Chapel Street.  Most of the traffic on Santa Clara Drive, or at least the increase in traffic, was the result of development on the western side.  

Council Member Mathis moved to APPROVE Ordinance #2023-10 – Granting a Petition to vacate certain portions of Victors Street, south of Santa Clara Drive.  Council Member Hinton seconded the motion.  Vote on motion: Council Member Waite-Aye; Council Member Drake-Aye; Council Member Hinton-Aye; Council Member Mathis-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.

v. Discussion and Action for Abandonment of an Unused Sewer Easement in the Proposed Santa Clara Valley Homes Project at the End of Victors Street.  Presented by Matt Ence, City Attorney.

Mr. Ence reported that the request was similar to an action the City Council took recently related to the Solace project.  It involved an unused sewer easement that was previously dedicated to the City.  Since it had not been used, the intention was for an Abandonment Document to be recorded with the County Recorder’s Office, if approved by the City Council.  

Council Member Waite moved to APPROVE the Abandonment of an unused sewer easement in the proposed Santa Clara Valley Homes Project at the end of Victors Street, as presented.  Council Member Drake seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

Following the vote, Mr. Ence noted that the Abandonment Document refers to the unused easement as a storm drain easement but the agenda item and motion referred to it as a sewer easement.  He double-checked and reported that it was recorded as a storm drain easement.  He apologized for the confusion.  There was no intention to use the easement and it is not currently being used.  He asked Council Members to confirm that the clarification does not change their decision or vote on the motion.  

Council Member Waite moved to AMEND the previously approved motion and change the language from an unused sewer easement to an unused storm drain easement, as written in the Abandonment Document.  Council Member Drake seconded the motion.  The motion passed unanimously.

vi. Discussion and Action to Consider Approval of Preliminary and Final Plat for Silverado Commercial Subdivision.  The Property is Located at the Intersection of Pioneer Parkway and the Future Extension of Red Mountain Drive.  Julian Stemmer, Applicant.  Presented by Jim McNulty, City Planner.

Mr. McNulty reviewed the Staff Report and reported that Silverado, LLC is requesting to subdivide an existing metes and bounds property into four lots.  Lot 1 will be 6.44 acres in size, Lot 2 will be 5.22 acres, Lot 3 will be 2.61 acres, and Lot 4 will be 5.45 acres.  Lots 3 and 4 have frontage off of Pioneer Parkway while Lots 1 and 2 will have frontage on Red Mountain Drive, once completed.  Each of the proposed lots appeared to be of sufficient size to allow for the proposed commercial and residential uses.  Ingress and egress will be available to the lots from Pioneer Parkway, Red Mountain Drive, and Rachel Drive.  A map was shared.  

Currently, a medical office building is proposed on Lot 4.  Previously, the applicant proposed a pickleball facility with a sports-themed Bar & Grill.  However, that was no longer an option.  The Council Members could ask the applicant for additional details about that.  Mr. McNulty reported that the remaining property (Lots 1, 2, and 3) will be developed as previously discussed with the Planning Commission and City Council.  The proposed commercial subdivision was intended to allow for the legal division of property but the applicant would be required to submit updated Project Plan, Rezoning, and General Plan Amendment applications.  He noted that public notices are not required for a subdivision.  The City Council Meeting agenda was posted per State Code and no comments were received.  The reviewing departments in the City looked at the application and did not have issues with the Preliminary and Final Subdivision Plat.

Mr. McNulty reviewed the Staff recommendation and reported that on April 13, 2023, the Planning Commission held a public meeting and forwarded a recommendation of approval to the City Council.  As a result, Staff recommended that the City Council consider granting Preliminary and Final Plat Approval for the Silverado Commercial Subdivision subject to the six Conditions of Approval outlined in the Staff Report.  The applicant, Julian Stemmer, and his engineer, Jared Bates, were both present to answer questions.

Mayor Rosenberg clarified that the vote during the City Council Meeting would be on the subdivision of the four properties and the dedication of the road and easements.  Council Member Drake asked about rezoning.  It was noted that the request was to subdivide the property.  There was no zoning attached.  Mr. McNulty stated that it is currently Planned Development Residential, but the applicant intends to come back in the future to request Planned Development Commercial.  The minimum requirements were met to subdivide the property as the lots are large.  

Council Member Drake referenced the sewer line that came through from the north.  He wondered if there was a break in the sewer easement where it came across by Harmons.  Public Works Director, Dustin Mouritsen, reported that the sewer line will be rerouted and upsized.  Council Member Waite noted that the agenda referred to the item as the Silverado Commercial Subdivision.  He noted that it is not currently a commercial subdivision.  Mr. McNulty stated that the wording could be altered and could state Silverado Subdivision instead, as it had not been zoned as commercial yet.  Mr. Ence noted that there might be a conflict with Silverado Subdivision.  It would be better to call it the Silverado Santa Clara Subdivision, which was what the plat read.  

Council Member Drake moved to APPROVE the Preliminary and Final Plat for Silverado Santa Clara Subdivision, as presented.  Council Member Waite seconded the motion.  Vote on motion: Council Member Waite-Aye; Council Member Drake-Aye; Council Member Hinton-Aye; Council Member Mathis-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.

vii. Discussion and Action to Consider Final Plat Approval for Santa Clara Valley Homes.  The Property is Located at Approximately 1402 Victors Street.  Jim Ence, Applicant.  Presented by Jim McNulty, City Planner.

Mr. McNulty presented the Staff Report and Final Plat for property located at approximately 1402 Victors Street.  He reported that the applicant, Jim Ence, is requesting Final Plat Approval for the Santa Clara Valley Homes Project.  It includes a total of eight townhome units with three twin homes and two single-family units on 0.89 acres.  That equates to a density of nine units per acre.  The project will include a common area open space, project landscaping, a private driveway system, and nine guest parking spaces for the eight proposed units.  The subject property was rezoned from R-1-10 Single-Family Residential to Planned Development Residential on March 22, 2017.  At that time, the General Plan Map was updated from Historic Low-Density Residential to Historic Medium-Density Residential in support of the project.  A copy of City Ordinance #2017-03 was included in the packet for additional review.  

Background information was shared with the Council.  Mr. McNulty reported that the City Council approved a Preliminary Plat on June 28, 2017.  On August 22, 2018, the City Council approved a 3 ½-year extension for the Preliminary Plat, as the applicant left the country to serve a mission for the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.  After returning home in late 2021, a second extension of time was requested and granted by the City Council on January 26, 2022, allowing for an additional 18 months.  Currently, July 2023 will be the expiration of the current extension that Mr. Ence was working under.  

Mr. McNulty reported that ingress and egress to the site will be provided from Victors Street.  A good percentage of the cul-de-sac will be on the subject property.  The street will be improved with a right-of-way width of 45 feet.  The cul-de-sac will have a 50-foot radius with a 100-foot diameter.  A public street dedication will be required for the portion of the public street that the project has frontage on.  A private driveway will be placed in the middle of the project and provide access to Units 3, 4, 5, and 8.  The other units will be accessed off Victors Street.  The private driveway will be 26 feet wide.  The nine guest parking spaces exceed the Code requirements.  As far as the setbacks, within the Planned Development Residential Zone, the minimum for the front was 20 feet with 10-foot sides and 10 feet in the rear.  Mr. McNulty reported that all of the units meet or exceed the setback requirements. 

Building elevations and materials were shared.  The drawings were approved by the Heritage Commission on January 18, 2017.  Mr. McNulty reviewed the approved building elevations for the units and the townhome renderings.  The building elevations were the ones the Planning Commission and City Council agreed upon during the Preliminary Plat phase of the project.  The approved design included gray lap siding or Hardie board, stucco, red brick, and white trim.  The upstairs balcony will have white railings and columns of metal material and a gabled roof to provide architectural interest.  Different renderings were reviewed by the Council.

Mr. McNulty shared information about the Landscape and Open Space Plan.  A local Landscape Architect was hired to prepare the Landscape Plan.  It appeared to be a good plan that meets City Ordinance for Water Efficiency and Conservation.  The plan included drought-tolerant landscaping with a drip system and xeriscaping.  The common area and open space for the project was approximately 40%, which exceeds the 30% open space requirement.  The applicant will be required to obtain a Will-Serve Letter or documentation from the Washington County Water Conservancy District (“WCWCD”) prior to Final Plat recordation.  The applicant is required to connect or install secondary water for outdoor water use.  As for dust control, the applicant will be required to submit a Dust Control Plan prior to Final Plat recordation.  

The City Council Meeting agenda was posted and no comments were received.  All of the reviewing departments in the City reviewed the application and were in support of it moving forward.  There was compliance with State Code requirements, specifically Utah Code, Section 52-4-202 for subdivisions.  On April 13, 2023, the Planning Commission held a public meeting and forwarded a recommendation of approval to the City Council.  As a result, Staff recommended that the City Council consider granting Final Plat Approval for Santa Clara Valley Homes, subject to the Conditions of Approval outlined in the Staff Report.  The applicant and engineering representative were both present to answer questions.

Council Member Waite noted that parking in the cul-de-sac was mentioned during the earlier public hearing.  It looked like there was a lot of parking proposed in the development.  Mr. McNulty confirmed this.  Each unit has a two-car driveway and a two-car garage.  On the interior, there are also nine guest parking spaces.  On the frontage, there could potentially be some parking on the public street as well.  The parking doubled the ordinance requirements.  

Council Member Drake asked the applicant, Mr. Ence if there would be privacy walls to divide the yards.  Mr. Ence denied this.  There will be backyard areas but no dividing wall was planned.  Mayor Rosenberg wondered if the project has a wall around the perimeter.  This was confirmed.  Council Member Mathis pointed out that it might be worth noting on the plat that there is a non-public street for additional clarity.  It would confirm that the City is not required to maintain it.  Mr. McNulty agreed that it could clearly state that there was a private driveway.  

Council Member Hinton made a motion to approve the application.  It was seconded by Council Member Mathis.  There was discussion on the motion.  Council Member Drake asked if a Traffic Study was conducted.  Mayor Rosenberg explained that the eight units would not mandate a Traffic Study.  Mr. McNulty noted that the street improvements will be beneficial. 

Council Member Hinton moved to APPROVE the Final Plat for Santa Clara Valley Homes, located at approximately 1402 Victors Street, with the addition of a private driveway listed on the plat.  Council Member Mathis seconded the motion.  Vote on motion: Council Member Waite-Aye; Council Member Drake-Aye; Council Member Hinton-Aye; Council Member Mathis-Aye.  The motion passed unanimously.

6. Reports.

A. Mayor and Council Reports.

Council Member Mathis thanked everyone who helped out with the fair.  It was a wonderful event.  She shared information related to the Utah League of Cities and Towns (“ULCT”) Conference.  There were a few breakout sessions that she attended.  The one she participated in on April 21, 2023, was Preparing to Communicate in a Crisis.  She had some information to share with the City Manager from that session.  One of the biggest takeaways from that discussion was the importance of sharing the right information with the right people.  On April 20, 2023, she attended How to Plat and Not Plat.  It was all about Senate Bill (“S.B.”) 174 and the changes made.  Part of the conversation had to do with the fact that an Administrative Land Use needs to be set up, which could not have a member of the Council or the Mayor on it.  Shawn Guzman was there and she spoke with him afterward.  Specifically, she informed him that their Site Plans are done concurrently.  He offered to see if there was a way to separate things.  Mr. McNulty believed St. George had a similar process as Washington City.  For standard subdivisions, the plats will not come to the City Council.  However, when there is a rezone of property, it is a Legislative matter.  Mr. McNulty explained that Mr. Ence would look into the issue further and report back.

Mayor Rosenberg asked for additional clarification.  He wondered if a Preliminary and Final Plat for a subdivision or townhome would come to the City Council in the future.  Council Member Mathis explained that it would be for one or two-family dwellings and condominiums.  This would go into effect in 2024.  Council Member Drake wondered what the justification was for not having the elected officials be the sounding board.  Mr. McNulty explained that the intention was to streamline the process and allow developments to move through faster.  Council Member Drake expressed concerns with this approach.  Mr. McNulty noted that in the future, a Preliminary Plat for a standard R-1 subdivision would go to the Planning Commission for review and approval and then the Final Plat would be an administrative approval by City Staff.  It would not come back to the Planning Commission.  Council Member Drake stated that that would prevent the citizens from be represented. 

Council Member Mathis noted that it could create an issue for the Planning Commission.  Commissioners will now hold the public hearing and listen to concerns.  However, as the Administrative Land Use Authority they are obligated not to listen to public clamor and simply see if the application meets the land use requirements.  If it does, the Planning Commission is obligated to grant approval.  Mr. McNulty believed that additional discussion needed to take place.  Council Member Mathis reported that the new ordinance needs to be implemented by February 1, 2024. 

Council Member Hinton attended some breakout sessions as well.  One was the Dignity Index on Day 2.  There were discussions about how to speak to others in politics.  That is an important resource and something that is worthwhile to consider.  Council Member Hinton referenced the Guiding Our Growth Plan, which is a Statewide plan from the Governor’s Office.  It is being moved to Phase Two and there was a survey on the website that could be completed. 

Council Member Drake had nothing to report.  

Council Member Waite shared information about a portal through the State of Utah that would for the renewal of licenses and registration in one place.  There was a desire to open that up so cities can join in and Business Licensing could be part of it as well.  It will streamline the process.  Council Member Waite reported that he attended a water class.  If a City has more than 10,000 residents, Water Planning needs to be included in the General Plan.  Santa Clara is exempt from that but it was still recommended that it be done.  To do that, the City needs to know the density of each area to ensure there is enough water.  Mayor Rosenberg noted that a plan was being put together based on the General Plan and zoning densities.  Council Member Waite offered to send the Jordanelle Special Service District presentation slides to City Staff. 

Council Member Waite referenced the April 30, 2023, deadline for the American Rescue Plan Act (“ARPA”).  Mr. Jacobsen was aware of the deadline.  Council Member Waite discussed a presentation related to the Utah Period Project.  Cities were challenged to provide feminine hygiene products in restrooms for free.  It is inexpensive and could be of assistance.  Council Member Waite attended the Movie in the Park event, which was done well.  There were good activities and food, but the attendance was not as high as he had hoped.  He believed the attendance was lower because there is a lot happening in the City.  He suggested there be more discussion about how to promote those types of events in the future.  He wondered if it would be possible to look at the backend of the Facebook page to see the post views.  

There was discussion about banners and additional promotions for the Shop Local event.  It was suggested that there be text message alerts residents could opt into for events and other news. Mr. Jacobsen noted that there is an emergency messaging system but there could be an opt-out for email, text, or phone calls related to events and other City events if desired by the Council.  Mayor Rosenberg felt it should only be used for specific events to avoid sending out too many messages.  

Mayor Rosenberg reported that he attended an Emergency Management discussion recently.  He believed the City was still in good shape.  There is a Volunteer Coordination Center with a QR code.  When there is an event and people want to volunteer, the QR code would provide registration information.  That was something Santa Clara might want to look into.  Mayor Rosenberg informed the Council that the Water District will raise the water rates by 0.10/1,000 effective July 1, 2023.  The public hearing with the Water District was to take place on May 3, 2023, at 6:00 p.m.  Mayor Rosenberg attended the Utah Associated Municipal Power Systems (“UAMPS”) training.  It was interesting to learn about some of the changes.  He noted that natural gas prices are high and power bills are high as a result.  35% of the Western Electric grid generation was natural gas.  As natural gas prices increase it impacts the market. 

The Housing Affordability Committee had its quarterly roundtable.  It was an interesting discussion and investor groups looked into purchasing properties that would have a certain percentage of Area Median Income (“AMI”) rentals.  Mayor Rosenberg reported that the average rent for a one-bedroom, one-bathroom unit for the fourth quarter of 2022 in Washington County was $1,400 per month.  A two-bedroom, one-bath unit was lower at $1,239.  A two-bedroom, two-bath was $1,717, and a three-bedroom, two-bath was $1,782.  It was noted that rents are very high.

There is a Federal Emergency Management Agency (“FEMA”) Flood Risk Map Update Meeting.  There is not much that will impact Santa Clara City on the floodplain maps.  Mayor Rosenberg reported that a Roundabout Study was conducted.  It was determined that a roundabout is 82% safer than a four-way intersection for approximately the same cost.  It reduces the potential conflict points from 32 to 8.  That was one of the reasons Ivins started to focus on roundabouts.  However, there were downsides to consider as well.  For instance, it is difficult for pedestrian traffic to understand how to use roundabouts.  In addition, maintenance is challenging because when an intersection is shut down, one lane is closed and traffic is routed through the intersection.  With roundabout maintenance, the whole roundabout needs to be closed.  

The water work group was continuing to meet and iron out the issues with adopting the amended Regional Water Supply Agreement (“RWSA”).  He believed that would be resolved.  There would be increased involvement with the Administrative Committee.  The Committee has a representative from every city, primarily the Mayors.  The Administrative Committee will meet and make decisions rather than having the District Water Board make the decisions for cities.  

Police Chief, Bob Flowers reported that traffic counts were done recently in three different locations.  The average count was 3,000 to 5,000 vehicles per day.  It looked like there was a bit of a speeding problem coming down the hill.  There is a fairly strong traffic problem on Fridays and sometimes on weekends.  It was an interesting study and there are a few areas where the Police Department wanted to focus on speed enforcement in the future.  He would share the exact numbers with the Council along with general conclusions shortly.

Chief Flowers noted that there had been a few interesting cases recently.  A burglary occurred in Ivins and the burglars live all over Washington and St. George.  Eight warrants were served in that instance and almost all of the property was retrieved.  Chief Flowers informed the Council that he would be away for a few weeks.  Another representative from the Police Department would be present at the City Council Meetings during that time.  Chief Flowers praised the Washington County Children’s Justice Center which does excellent work.  Chief Flowers reported that there were a lot of Government Records and Management Act (“GRAMA”) requests that came in and approximately 8 to 15 hours per week were focused on addressing those.  It is a time-consuming process since there are so many requests.  

7. Executive Session.

There was no Executive Session.

8. Adjournment.

Council Member Drake moved to ADJOURN the City Council Meeting.  Council Member Waite seconded the motion.  The motion passed with the unanimous consent of the Council.

The City Council Meeting adjourned at 6:57 p.m.
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