Emery County Public Lands Meeting
March 4, 2014
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Ed Geary, Rod Player, Mark H. Williams, Bruce Wilson, Chuck Semborski, Mistie Christiansen
PLC Staff:  Tammy Tucker

Public:  Wayne Ludington, Chris Wood, Kyle Beagley, Ken Fleck, Laurel Nielsen, Ken Theis, Marc Stilson, Dennis Oakley, Ron Dean, Paula Wellnitz, Don Kranendonk, Jaydon Mead, 
John Rogers
Excused:  Ray Petersen, Commissioner Nelson, Randy Johnson
1. Welcome:  Ed welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Rod Player made motion to accept the February 4, 2014 PLC Meeting Minutes as recorded, seconded by Mark H. Williams, motion carried.  
3.  Chairman Comments:  Ed stated that he received a letter from the Department of Oil, Gas, & Mining and the Federal Office for Surface Mining Reclamation and Enforcement that jointly evaluate DOGM’s programs for regulating coal mining and reclaiming abandoned mine lands in Utah and are requesting comments on their oversight process, recommendations for evaluation topics, and suggestions for improving their future Annual Reports.  Their next oversight evaluation period is from July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015.  
4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill:  Ray, Commissioner Nelson, and Randy Johnson are in Washington DC trying to remind people that we have ideas in force.  Mike stated the one message they are taking back is that they would like to see the Congressman establish some firm dates.  We don’t want to wait for people to keep bringing new information – pick a time and whoever is in by that time is in and whoever is not we need to keep moving, that is the message they are taking back there.  We have been working on this long enough – we can’t wait for counties who are not ready to move.  Mistie stated that at the last Farm Bureau Meeting, Wade Garrett reported that they hope to have something in writing in November so it can be done in January which we have heard before - we need something firm.
5.  Goblin Valley State Park Expansion Proposal – Mike McCandless:  Mike stated that a couple of months ago Mark H. came to both him and Ray with an idea that was also presented at State Parks.  Both Fred Hayes and Tim Smith will present this more fully at next months meeting.  They would like the Public Lands Council, if it is something they felt in favor of, to act on it and forward on to the Commission for approval.  The concept is that one part of the bill would be to do an expansion of Goblin Valley State Park and primarily the management of the Crack Canyon Wilderness area.  Enforcement in the area is what led to the idea of the expansion as State Parks does the primary enforcement in the area.  It will be managed for existing uses, protection of areas, grazing, OHV, and other activities and would like to see them continue.  The difference would be a revenue opportunity for the State Park to add a visitor center and additional activities where facilities would be added that would be fee facilities.  
Ed asked Mike to report on the Legislature.  Mike stated that he has been dealing with the Green River Golf Course and a bill that snuck its way in fairly quickly that was to reopen the examination of privatization of the State Park golf courses.  We thought we had won this battle 
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three years ago and it come up again last night but think they got it knocked down again.  As a result of the audit a couple of years ago, they made some significant, needed improvements of the State Parks and think they are operating more efficiently.  Some of the Representatives mentioned that they believe that the State Parks are the most efficiently run branch within the Natural Resources Division.  They are also working on some bills related to interstate transmission that does affect Emery County.  There is also a bill that affects the county that is related to communications. There is an effort to make the counties pay more to pay the per radio price to the state for public safety.  It could financially be devastating and is for the radios that we have on the mountains, out in the desert for repeaters, and stuff and they want to have a standardized system and want us to all to contribute a significant amount.  Mike does not know the details but it is concerning on the budgetary level to the Sheriff’s Office.  Funding for the Green River Diversion Dam is in appropriations and looks good.  Commissioner Migliori stated that funding has been approved for a new building on the CEU campus.
6.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  Marc reported that the state issued its permit on 2/11/14 for the Huntington Debris Basin so everything is in order on the state side but still trying to get through on the Army Corp of Engineers side.  The snow survey shows that we are still between 75-95%.  The water content/snow equivalent:  Buck Flat – 94%; Mammoth/Cottonwood – 77%; Red Pine Ridge - 86% and Seely Creek is 77% as of today.
There are some temporary changes approved for some exploratory coal exploration up on Trail Mountain on Cottonwood Irrigation shares.  There are a couple of bills in the legislature on water and one is HB 49 which has been substituted a couple of times and has been circled in the House and looks like it is not moving very fast.  Mike stated that this bill would change the process that a shareholder within a canal company could utilize to file a change application.  
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  John Rogers, Associate Director of Oil, Gas & Mining, and who is over the Oil & Gas Section reported on hydraulic fracturing.  The BLM is coming out with rules soon that will monitor that which could be a detriment to the industry as it is closely monitored by the BLM and could slow down the industry a great deal so the Division is keeping a close eye on it as it will impact federal lands significantly.  Also, the Sage Grouse issue is an impact on oil & gas exploration.  There is a well going in south of Ferron which is a confidential well so they do not know a lot about it and what they are after but can assume it is an oil play.  In the Wellington flats area, the Whiting Company has had a few oil discoveries there with horizontal drilling and are having an issue with flaring.  Coastal Plains is drilling in the area this week as well.  
Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Chris reported that at our last meeting there was discussion on the invasive Quagga mussels.  They have found Quagga mussels in Lake Powell and the infestation is much higher than they thought.  They are currently working with some legislation to get some more funds to address Lake Powell better.  In April, all the Divisions aquatic guys will be at a meeting in St. George and they plan to be here in May to report to the council on the plan.  They held an Archery Shoot last night in Castle Dale in conjunction with Emery County Recreation.  There were approximately 60 participants and it was a successful event.

School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  None
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Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Kyle Beagley reported that they have some range projects going on.  There is one called the Center Six which is some sheep allotments that just went out for public scoping and will be open for 30 days beginning last Thursday.  There is a troughs project up above the switchbacks up Joes Valley where 4-5 troughs will be put in to help with the movement of animals between allotments and scoping for this went out last Thursday as well.  Due to the warm weather and roads getting muddy some gates will be closed on various roads.  Darren plans on discussing Huntington Canyon in April’s Meeting.  They have approximately 31 exploration holes between the different coal mines to be drilled.  The Greens Hollow EIS is going out for public comment next week.  Kyle is working on approving one APD for Liberty Pioneer north of Joes Valley in the Lowery Water country and also working on the Reeder View Gravel Pit permit renewal.
Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  None
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  None
Washington Delegation Staff:  Ron reported that they are having some conservation on the national level with the BLM and USDA-FS regarding management of law enforcement.  Ed asked about PILT monies on a more secure and permanent footing.  Ron stated that they will take whatever they can get in PILT.  They would love to get it in a permanent situation where it can be counted on and depended on and would love to fund it permanently.  In the last few years it has been a hard sell and they get whatever they can get.    
Colton reported that two weeks ago they took part in the Sage Grouse Summit held in Salt Lake City.  There were representatives from Fish & Wildlife, BLM, other state agencies, congressional delegations, and staff as well.  There was good discussion on that and then last week Congressman Chaffetz along with the subcommittee on Energy Policy Co-preparedness Entitlements held a hearing examining the Endangered Species Act.  They had witnesses from the DOI and Commerce and the Fish & Wildlife and the Congressman asked a lot of questions relative as to why the public can’t access the data from the Fish & Wildlife.  They talked about listening, about relying on the most sound, scientific evidence but he asked why that was not available to the public and why can’t they look at the data that is swaying listing or not listing since it is funded by tax payer dollars. 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  Don reported in regards to the Wild Horse & Burro (WH&B) that he has not received a sense of urgency from his WH&B Specialist, Mike Tweddell, but do know there is concern right now that the process for managing the Wild Horse and Burros is receiving a lot of input and they are not getting a lot of direction and they have not been able, in the last two years, to move forward with any management.  This is a highly political issue and a lot of people are involved and those decisions are made at State and National levels.  He has not heard from his staff of any directions that there are so many wild horses and burros on our range that a large conflict is occurring.  He has to get permission but will try to have Mike bring something to next months meeting.  
The Millsite Gravel Permit is supposed to be signed today.  Mexican Mountain airstrip final decision is being reviewed as to or not to maintain.  They received a request almost two years ago to maintain the airstrip and that initial scoping went out and received a lot of questions from environmental groups and they have been addressing those concerns and issues and the BLM’s management of the airstrip and Mexican Mountain Wilderness Area.  The decision should be out by the end of March.  If it is appealed it will be appealed to an internal review.  Current maintenance of the airstrip is consistent with their RMP.   
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They have received oil and gas lease parcels for the November lease sale.  The evaluation process is currently under way as far as to which ones will go forward.  The initial review comes from their office and they then forward any conflicts, issues, and information on to the state office.  

They are currently active in the mine closures and the group is out doing construction.  The Millsite ROW is in the hands of Emery County for their signing of the ROW grant and BLM is waiting for that to come back.  They started a project at Millsite Reservoir where they are closing user created trails to mitigate impacts on the endangered San Rafael Pedio Cactus and they have left a preferred route open in that area that will facilitate people leaving the park and accessing areas adjacent to the reservoir as well as accessing forest trails west of the reservoir.  

7.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Mistie mentioned that when she talked to Boyd last week in the bill there will be more of a push to not just say the secretary shall decide or the secretary will make the ruling on these range improvements they are actually looking to list every range improvement.  They went through a push like that with their grazing committee trying to get the grazers to come into the county to work with Jeff & Clinton to GPS everything.  We need to be more vigilant and we need to pick it back up.  We have talked with Slate and this council to have Slate work with the producers and he is going to that so we will have a map for our office with permittees and permits.
Rod mentioned that on Wednesday, March 12th he has set up a meeting here from 7:00-8:30pm in the Box Room where they will have copies of the non-motorized trail map out and have the public come in and look at and provide not just comments, but if they want more trails or if there are trails that they use and they would like to have on the maps or trails that they know of we want those included.  Hopefully, they can pick up the trails off of aerial photos or go out and GPS the trails and have the county IT put on the map.  They hope to have this map out for distribution this summer.  
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8.  Concerned Citizens:  
9.  Adjourn:  Rod Player made motion to adjourn, seconded by Mistie Christiansen, meeting adjourned.
4-1-14 - Minutes approved as recorded.
