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MEMORANDUM 
 
TO:  Members, Utah State Board of Education 
 
FROM:  Martell Menlove, Ph.D. 
  Chief Executive Officer 
 
DATE:  April 4, 2014 
 
DISCUSSION/ 
ACTION:   World Languages Core Standards Revision 

 
Background:  In early January, a draft of the new proposed World Language K-12 Core Standards was 
presented to the Board of Education’s Standards and Assessment Committee, which recommended it be 
distributed for public comment before consideration for adoption. These new standards are a result of 
work done by a committee supervised by Gregg Roberts, the Utah State Office of Education’s World 
Language Specialist. The proposed new Core Standards have been reviewed by several stakeholders. 
Public comment was originally scheduled to end by April 1, 2014, however few comments have been 
received. If the public comment period is extended beyond April 1, the new standards will not be ready 
for adoption before the provisions of HB 342 become law.  In that case, the adoption of new World 
Language Core Standards will be delayed by at least one year. 
 
Key Points:   
HB 342 Powers and Duties of the State Board of Education requires the Board to convene a parent 
review committee for new core standards at least one year before adoption by the Board.  This law 
takes effect on May 13, 2014.  The new, proficiency-based World Language Core Standards were 
requested by multiple school districts, charter schools, teachers, parents, business leaders, universities 
and legislators. If the Board directs staff to close public comment they will be ready for adoption by the 
May 9, 2014 Board meeting.  If not, adoption and implementation of new standards will be delayed until 
the 2015-2016 school year. 
 
Anticipated Action:  The Standards and Assessment Committee will discuss the timeline associated with 
the World Language Core Standards adoption and give direction to staff. 
 
Contact:  Sydnee Dickson, 801-538-7739 



Timeline of World Language K-12 Proficiency Based Standards 

Utah State Office of Education 
March 25, 2014 

 

September 2012 - January 2013: Multiple requests from LEAs, legislators, teachers, parents, business 
leaders and universities to move World Language Standards to K-12 Proficiency Based model. 

March 2013: Approval from Deputy Superintendent Brenda Hales to form a statewide committee of 
stakeholders and revise the 2009 World Language Standards. 

March 2013: USOE World Language Specialist Gregg Roberts formed a committee of LEA teachers and 
leaders, university foreign language professors, and parents to start working on a draft of WL K-12 
Proficiency Based Standards. (Committee members are listed at the end of the draft standards). 

April 2013: Committee reviewed the new 2012 ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines and “Can do Statements”, 
and determined to incorporate these into the new Utah World Language K-12 Proficiency Based 
Standards. In addition, recent revised World Language Standards in Kentucky and South Carolina were 
examined as resources in writing Utah standards.  

May 2013: Small writing team began working on new draft and determined the format for the 
proficiency based model. The committee set a goal to complete the new draft for vetting by the world 
language education community by September 2013.  

September 2013: Draft of new Utah World Language K-12 Proficiency Based Standards sent to all K-12 
world language and dual language immersion teachers using the Utah Foreign Language Association list 
serve and newsletter. In addition, the draft was sent to all Utah university foreign language department 
chairs. 

October 2013: Review of feedback by world language experts resulted in changes to initial draft. New 
draft version was vetted again and approved by the Utah K-16 World Languages Coordinators 
Committee on October 24, 2013 at a special meeting at the State Capitol.  

November 2013: Draft of new World Language K-12 Proficiency Based Standards given to Associate 
Superintendent Brenda Hales for leadership review prior to Board presentation. 

January 2014: Draft presented to State School Board Standards and Assessment Committee.  Committee 
made recommendations to gather additional public comment beyond the world language education 
community before fully adopting and publishing new standards.  
http://www.schools.utah.gov/CURR/worldlang/Home/ProposedUTAHWORLDLANGUAGECORE.aspx 

January 2014: Draft of new World Language K-12 Proficiency Based Standards posted to the USOE WL 
webpage. Draft of new Utah World Language K-12 Proficiency Based Standards sent to all K-12 world 
language and dual language immersion teachers for a second time using the Utah Foreign Language 
Association newsletter with a request to disseminate to parents in their respective communities. 



January - February 2014: Draft standards presented at parent meetings as part of overall presentation 
on Dual Language Immersion programs and the importance of second and third language attainment.  
Parents were directed to website to give feedback as well as providing a face to face opportunity for 
feedback. 

· Moroni Elementary School, Moroni, UT: January 14, 2014 (about 50 in attendance) 
· Mountain Crest High School, Hyrum, UT: January 15, 2014 (about 150 in attendance) 
· Sky View High School, Smithfield, UT: January 16, 2014 (about 100 in attendance) 
· Stansbury High School, Stansbury, UT: February 6, 2014 (about 200 in attendance) 
· Summit Academy, Draper, UT: March 4 & 10, 2014 (about 50 in attendance) 
· Grantsville Elementary, Grantsville, UT: March 12, 2014 (about 30 in attendance) 

 
Talking points of new proposed WL Core in the presentation: 

· K-12 
· Proficiency based 
· ACTFL Scale, which is a real life scale 
· Can do statements 

 
Parents were very pleased with the new proposed K-12 WL Core. There were no negative comments, 
and no opposition. However, there were some questions about the ACTFL proficiency scale, and it was 
explained that it was: 

· used by all Utah universities and colleges 
· used by employers including the military 
· used by the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints for missionaries’ language proficiency 
· used by all 50 states and is not a federal government scale (Federal government uses the ILR 

scale)  
· used in multiple formative and summative assessment tools already developed and available 

 

February 2014: Draft sent out to state curriculum directors’ list serve by Sydnee Dickson requesting 
comment. In addition, draft sent out by the USOE to the general community in news release by Mark 
Peterson and posted to USOE media site.  

February – March 2014: A total of five comments have been received by Gregg Roberts, and they were: 

1) Parent: 
a) Question: Standards are too long to read, is there a version with just the changes to the existing 

version?  
b) USOE Response:  

2) Teacher: 
a) Question: Would it be possible to use a different diagram for the proficiency scale?  
b) USOE Response: This is the standard diagram used by ACTFL 

3) Parent: 
a) Question: Are there still multiple entry points for students? 



b) USOE Response:  Yes, the Standards are now K-12 and there are multiple entry points for both 
dual language immersion students and traditional secondary students 

 

4) Teacher: 
a) Question: Will the USOE be paying for summative testing of all world language students?  
b) USOE Response: No 

5) Teacher: 
a) Comment: I found the draft WL core on this anti-common core website: 

http://utahmomscare.blogspot.com/2014/03/utah-is-adopting-new-core-standards.html  
b) USOE Response: No comment 
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