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WEBER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (WCD) MEETING
Regular Meeting, May 4, 2023
2871 Commerce Way, Ogden, UT 84401
ATTENDANCE: 
Appointed Weber Conservation District (WCD) Voting Members: 
John Degiorgio, Chairman			Kelly Wangsgard, Supervisor
Ronald Stratford, Supervisor 		Trevor Wayment, Supervisor
Matt Peterson, Supervisor
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF):
Jim Bowcutt, UDAF Director		Brian Christiansen, Resource Coordinator
Corey Schellinger, CD Planner		Jace Atkinson, CD Planner
National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS):
Kenny Oswald, District Conservationist
Emily Bishop, Watershed Coordinator
Producer:
Jamilla McFarland
Weber County Weed Board:
Bart Cragun, Weed Supervisor
Utah State University Extension:
Cody Zesiger, Extension Agent
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WCD MEETING- CALL TO ORDER
WCD Chairman John Degiorgio called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. A motion was made by Mr. Kelly Wangsgard to approve the February 2, 2023 meeting minutes and was seconded by Mr. Matthew Peterson. The motion was carried unanimously.

UACD UPDATE
Per Jim Bowcutt, UDAF Director, he is currently attending meetings with each of the conservation districts around the state. Mr. Bowcutt offered an update on multiple current projects and the funding that has been approved and when and how it will be available. Hannah Freeze will be the new Ag Water Optimization Manager and will need to be replaced as the head of the Ag VIP program. Mr. Bowcutt is grateful for the district’s support of the Ag VIP program. An archeologist has been hired to help move projects along more quickly. Any infrastructure 50+ years old is considered an archeological site and requires special review and approval prior to project funding. Mr. Bowcutt would like to reinstate a statewide conservation district tour to connect the producers around Utah and to build upon each other’s knowledge and success.

RESOURCE COORDINATOR UPDATE
Per Brian Christensen, Resource Coordinator, approval for an ARDL on a current water fund application for Bren Edwards is needed. Mr. Edwards is switching from flooding to a pipe and riser system. Matt motioned to approve, and Kelly seconded. The board approved the application. The funding will go through the Department of Ag.
Per Corey Schellenger, CD Planner, a 12 ft. no-till drill with a high-speed transport option is available through Zimmerman Farm Service. The district has $32,000.00 available for this purchase. A grant will be opened for application on July 1st that would allow additional sizes to be purchased. This grant will require a Conservation District to apply and will not be available for private applications. There is a $50,000 cap to apply for. 






NRCS UPDATE
Per Kenny Oswald, NRCS, a new national program called Partnership for Climate Smart Commodities has been created. Kenny provided a summary of the program and examples of projects that will qualify for funding.

EXTENSION UPDATE
Per Cody Zesiger, USU Extension Agent, they are currently looking to fund water quality projects. The Water Fair went very well. The Extension is continuing to research puncture vine for another season.

WEED BOARD UPDATE
Per Brian Christensen, Resource Coordinator, an ISM Grant for weed control in Weber County has been approved. A lot of the efforts will be coordinated through the county. Bart Cragun, the Weed Supervisor, needs ongoing support in knowing where the weed control efforts need to be focused.

OTHER
Per John Degiorgio, Chairman, He would like to start paying dues to UACD to support their efforts. Ronald Stratford made a motion to start paying UACD dues; Matt Peterson seconds the motion. The motion passed unanimously.
A preliminary budget for 2023-2024 was presented and reviewed prior to the Budget Hearing in June. Mr. Kelly Wangsgard made a motion to give any remaining 2022-2023 state reimbursable funds to Bart Cragun for Weed Control. Mr. Ronald Stratford seconded the motion, the motion passed unanimously.

NEXT MEETING
Thursday, June 1, 2023
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