
5/24/2023

1

Utah Committee of 

Consumer Services

May 24, 2023

Updates: Regulatory Cases, 
Collaborations, Rate Increases, Other



5/24/2023

2

Updates: Energy Rates and Regulatory Cases

• Rates
• Rocky Mountain Power filed its Energy Balancing Account, which 

includes a request for a 3.8% increase for most residential customers. 
(Effective July 1 on an interim basis – subject to refund)

• Natural gas rates have stabilized, and current forecasts are for lower than 
recent prices. No additional price increases anticipated at this time.

• Regulatory Cases
• Recent work has focused on technical conferences and collaborative 

meetings, a few smaller cases, prep for future cases, training and personal 
research projects

• Final Pacificorp IRP will be filed May 31
• MSP process has set more specific goals to reach agreement
• Community Renewable Energy Program – still in development, work 

involving OCS may increase soon
• Centurylink request to remove COLR obligations likely to be significant
• Next general rate cases: RMP 2024 (??), DEU Spring 2025 (or sooner)

Updates: Collaborations & Other

• Collaborations
• Utilities 

• DEU natural gas prices
• RMP grid modernization
• Other

• Pumpers
• Low income advocates
• Western Consumer Advocates

• Other
• New committee members
• Training for committee members
• Goals for next fiscal year
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PacifiCorp Integrated Resource Plan: 
Overview and Discussion

PacifiCorp 2023 IRP
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PacifiCorp 2023 IRP

Load Growth 21.4% Next 10 Years

Drivers: Customer Growth, Data Centers, Economic Growth & EV Adoption

PacifiCorp 2023 IRP
Use Per Residential Customer Had Been Declining But Now Is Increasing

Future Growth Anticipated from EVs & Electrification
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PacifiCorp 2023 IRP
With Less FOTs & Coal Resources, PacifiCorp Will See Resource Deficits Starting in 2025

PacifiCorp 2023 IRP
How the IRP Fills in the Deficits with New Resources
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PacifiCorp 2023 IRP

PacifiCorp 2023 IRP
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PacifiCorp 2023 IRP
Long-term energy plan: The Details (first 10 years)

PacifiCorp 2023 IRP

Renewable Resources Added by end of 2025

PacifiCorp Explains:
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PacifiCorp 2023 IRP

Three 500 MW Natrium Nuclear Reactors – 2030, 2032 & 2033

PacifiCorp 2023 IRP

Energy Storage – Lithium Ion Batteries
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PacifiCorp 2023 IRP

Coal-Fueled Resources
Ozone Transport Rule Accelerates Coal Retirements

PacifiCorp 2023 IRP

20 Year Plan – New 
Transmission Lines & Upgrades
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PacifiCorp 2023 IRP

Non-Standard Regulatory Process for 2023

• March 31 = Normal Deadline for Filing the IRP & IRP Update each year

• March 2, 2023 - PacifiCorp asked PSC for a Filing Extension & New Process

• March 31, 2023 - PacifiCorp filed a “Preliminary IRP” with PSC

• April 30, 2023 - PacifiCorp asked Stakeholders to Submit Feedback Forms

• Feedback forms submitted to PacifiCorp directly (not to PSC)

• Feedback forms not posted to IRP website (as usual practice)

• PacifiCorp informed OCS that it “will provided individual replies”

• May 31, 2023 - PacifiCorp will file “Final” IRP

• PSC sets a schedule for parties to file formal comments and submit data requests

• ~ November 30, 2023 - Initial Comments – approximately 6 months after filing

• ~December 31, 2023 - Reply Comments – approximately 7 months after filing

PacifiCorp 2023 IRP
OCS Stakeholder Feedback Form

Questions & Comments Submitted on the 2023 Preliminary IRP

1. Explain what modeling parameters result in no NG resources being selected

2. Perform a scenario that excludes nuclear and non-emitting peakers and also limits batteries

3. Describe how model accounts for energy needed to charge large amount of new batteries

4. Perform a scenario including a long-lasting weather event (e.g. – Sep 2022 heat event)

• For Preferred Portfolio in a future year relying on new technology and most fossil fuel retired

5. Provide a list of capital costs of new resources by type – for Preferred Portfolio

6. Provide a customer rate impact analysis – compared to a benchmark with current costs

7. Perform a scenario where NG resources have standard parameters (e.g. normal lives)

8. Provide a discussion in the IRP of all Natrium Nuclear risks:

• Fuel Risk - HALEU
• Financial Risk – large cost overruns (similar to recent nuclear projects)
• Construction delays (similar to recent nuclear projects)
• Operational – will a first of its kind plant perform as projected
• Nuclear waste disposal
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PacifiCorp 2023 IRP

List of OCS Issues – from 2021 IRP
These Same Issues Still Apply to the 2023 IRP

• IRP Process Delayed and Limited Stakeholder Input on Portfolio Selection

• IRP Should Assess All Technically Feasible Generating Technologies

• Natrium Nuclear is Experimental and Untested

• Recent Construction of New Nuclear Resources Plagued with Many Problems

• Non-Emitting Peaker Resources Do Not Currently Exist

• New Gas-Fired (Combustion Turbine) Resources - None are Allowed to be 
Selected

• Did Not Provide a Customer Rate-Impact Analysis of Adding a Substantial 
Amount of New Resources to the System (Generation & Transmission)

Questions/Discussion
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Other Business/Adjourn


