NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING FOR TORREY WATER USERS
A public hearing was held to discuss proposed changes to the Torrey water rate schedule.
Public Comment was invited.
April 13, 2023, at 6:30PM
At the Torrey Town Pavilion.
Approved Minutes

Mayor Wright opened the public hearing at 6:30 PM. All Council members were present. 
Public Comments:
Steve Zenick, Steve spoke in favor of whatever can be done to conserve water.
Pearl Thorndal Stewart. Spoke in favor of not increasing the water rates. 
Kelly Chappell stated the last rate increase in Torrey was 2026. He then explained the alternatives presented in the handouts:
Option 1 included a base rate increase of $12.00 with keeping the base rate tier at 30,000..
Option 2 includes an incentive to conserve. Would include a $5 base rate increase with lowering the base rate tier to 20,000 gallons.
Option 3. would lower the base rate tier from 30,000 to 15,000 gallons base rate tier. Would include a base rate increase of $5. Would include an increase for commercial users.
Kelly explained the rate discussion objective is to plan for the future and develop additional water sources. 
Mayor Wright expanded upon the need to have a monetary reserve. 
Adus Huxley supported dropping the base tier to 20,000 and raising base rate by $5.00. Also, Supports impact fees. 
Mayor Wright explained the use of impact fee funds which must be spent within a 5 year window from the date received. 
Dave Love suggested calling a new customer connection a “connection fee” rather than “Impact fee” to eliminate the time limit on spending. 
Paula Pace wanted clarification on the “rainy day fund”.
Colleen explained that $5,000 each month goes into a saving account called the rainy-day fund. The rainy-day fund monthly deposit amount can be increased for future expense coverages.
Mayor Wright informs the attendees that Torrey Just spent $66,000 on a water leak, which came out of the rainy-day fund and impact fee account. 
Bill Barrett commented in support of option #3.
Reda Harriett would like additional time to study the information handed out and expressed concern over water users living outside Torrey Town limits, paying more for water. Rita Harriett would like to read her own water meter to help her conserve water.   
Richard Harrach stated he supports option #2.  
Dave Love supports that he, as an out-of-town resident, pays a higher water rate. He also supports conservation efforts.
Mayor Wright made closing comments expressing understanding and appreciation for the attendance and comments made. 
Pat Kearney commented on the need to increase costs for all to at least keep up with inflation.
Jordan Pace- doesn’t want water rates to increase in cost but sees there is a need to give and take. Jordan also explained the need for a base rate to keep with maintaining infrastructure.   
Steve Zenick felt people should pay for what they use. 
Mayor Wright closed the public hearing at 7:02PM
