


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
April 12, 2023
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Armstrong, Council Members Dallin, Ritter, J Holmgren, Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen

VISITORS:   Laura Holmgren

ABSENT: Council Members Anderson and R Holmgren

WELCOME BY MAYOR ARMSTRONG, Invocation by Council Member Ritter

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  May 10, 2023

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from March 8, 2023 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Clerk Andreasen suggested to add per month to the garbage can fee increase.  Council Member Ritter motioned the minutes of March 8, 2022 be approved with the discussed change.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    None

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

USU EXTENSION LAURA HOLMGREN:  Laura Holmgren works for the USU Extension in Box Elder County.  County Commissioner Bingham asked her to stop by and explain to the city what USU Extension does and what services are offered.  She handed out a flyer to the Mayor and Council Members, explaining some of the services coming up this year and names and contacts of the staff.  For example, she stated that for our community, we could set up a date and time and they could come out and teach about food preservation.  They would like us to remember that they are there to serve us.  

HARDY ANNEXATION PETITION (VOTE TO ACCEPT OR DENY): They would like to divide off a couple of lots for houses and storage units.  They don’t really want to annex into Bear River City.  They are just following the process the County has set up.  Mayor Pro Tem J Holmgren read the resolution out loud.  Council Member Dallin motioned to deny the annexation petition for Hardy’s.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  

RINCON ANNEXATION PETITION (VOTE TO ACCEPT OR DENY): Rincon’s are looking to subdivide their lot.  They are just following the process the county has set up.  Mayor Pro Temp J Holmgren read the resolution out loud.  Council Member Dallin motioned to deny the annexation for Rincon’s.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

BROADBAND INTERNET COUNCIL MEMBER DALLIN:  Council Member Dallin met with a representative with Broadband Internet to understand the process better.  He stated that 95% or more of the infrastructure will follow the powerlines.  They already have lease agreements with Rocky Mountain Power to use their power poles.  There are a few underground lines.  They will need to install a 10’x10’ cement pad to place a box hub.  It will need no power.  Does not need to be inside.  Council Member Dallin suggested behind the Civic Center Building.  He also stated that maybe for placing the hub here at the Civic Center that maybe we could make a deal with them for free internet for the Civic Center Building.  They are looking at starting to install the internet end of May or first of June.  They will need a staging area.  Council Member Dallin wondered if they could use north of the fire station.  It was suggested to ask the Fire District first.  While they are here installing the internet, if a resident wants to sign up, the drop to the house will be free.  Later the price will be between $200-$300.  Estimated monthly service for the internet is 250 meg for $60 or 1 gig for $99 per month.  Broadband asked if we could give them names and addresses of residents so they can stop by their homes to ask if they are interested.  Clerk Holmgren stated she is not sure we can give out that kind of information.  Will have to check.  We could also put the information/brochures in our monthly newsletter.  They would also like a count of the houses here in Bear River.  Clerk Holmgren is having a hard time finding a copy of a bond or franchise agreement to pattern our off from.  It was suggested to call one of the other cites and see what they did.

PUBLIC LAW 566 GRANT PARTICIPATION WITH THE BEAR RIVER CANAL CO POSSIBLE APPROVAL:  Council Member R Holmgren asked for this to be on the agenda and minutes.  The Canal Co needs this to be recorded in our minutes.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve participation with the Bear River Canal Co for the Public Law 566 Grant.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

IRRIGATION ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS POSSIBLE APPROVAL AND DISCUSS IRRIGATION SHARE TRANSFER TO BRC FEE:  The Canal Co is trying to get residents to transfer their shares over into Bear River City’s name.  Normally the fee to do this is $500.  For a limited time, they are charging $100 to encourage residents to do this.  Should the town reimburse the resident if they choose to transfer their shares over to Bear River City?  The Council Members agree the town should reimburse the resident if they choose to transfer their shares over to Bear River City.  This money would come out of the General Fund.  Council Member Dallin motioned to reimburse the resident if they choose to transfer their shares to Bear River City.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

Irrigation Ordinance:  Most of the amendments were discussed at the last meeting.  Clerk Andreasen sent it to the attorney for review and approval.  The first change on page 2 the attorney approved.  Page 3 the attorney approved.  Page 4 up at the top (B) Change Irrigation Committee to Council Member over Irrigation or his/her designated representative.  It also states that the City Council must also approve the change.  This makes it so one person isn’t making all the decisions.  Next under Diversion and Point of Deliver Change – Same change as talked about in (B) changing the Irrigation Committee, Next under Annual Fees, Assessments and Scheduling has been changed to:  Bear River City will impose a yearly water assessment This fee shall be set annually by resolution.  Bear River City will do the scheduling of water turns.  So long as it is feasible, the scheduler will try to follow the canal company by moving the scheduled times forward 36 hours per year.  Annual assessments will be due within 15-30 days of billing.  Late fees shall be added each month assessments are unpaid.  The amount of the late fee shall be set by resolution annually.  The city reserves the right to rent out water of those users/shareholders who do not keep their account current.  Ditch Enclosures this was added:  Complete a permit application and obtain approval from the Zoning Administrator and Council Member over Irrigation.  Council Member Ritter motioned to approve the amendments to the Irrigation Ordinance.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

DISCUSS & REVIEW BUDGET:  Council Member J Holmgren stated the Scada System should be finished before the end of June.  Council Member Dallin stated the pitching mound has been purchased and he will also be purchasing tools for upkeep of the baseball diamond.  Mound was approximately $4,200 and tools $200.  Clerk Holmgren asked if the new park mower needs to have a bagger on it.  Council Member Dallin will look into buying a bagger before the end of June.  Roads:  Buy a Compactor and loan to the cemetery when needed $3407.  Garbage fee will need to increase.  

FRAUD RISK ASSESSMENT:  Fraud Risk Assessment is the same as last year.  

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Council Member Dallin motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Dallin, Ritter and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN: The group that reserved the arena on Monday was very rude to a couple of riders wanting to use the arena.  The rider’s family member had groomed the arena the day before to ride and didn’t realize it was reserved on Mondays.  This group is not even from Bear River city.  He stated that if the group leader gets ignorant with this family again there is going to be trouble.  Council Members agreed that with all the service he has given this town he should be able to reserve the arena whenever he wants.  If we have problems with the group again, they will be asked to leave.  The arena caretaker stated that people that are using the arena are not taking care of it.  We need to make a reserved sign for the arena.  

DEPARTMENTS:  Easter Egg Hunt – We had a great turn out, but not as many as the year before.  Kids had lots of eggs in their basket.  Not as many problems as the years past.  Seems like it was more local people.

Sewer Lift Station – It is actually cycling now, so we are now catching up.

Dog Complaint – Quincy Meacham case has gone to court.  He was fined $200.  He has since moved out of Bear River City.  The 3 dogs that we had in the kennel ended up being taken to the Brigham Animal Shelter.

Town Clean Up is this weekend.

Bear – Chris Hansen stopped by and said he notice the Bear needs some attention.  He said if we bought the supplies, he would fix it up.  Council said that would be great.

Roads – Dominion Energy requested information for what the city requires when the road is cut.  We don’t have anything real specific.  The excavation states it should be restored to its original condition.  Council Member J Holmgren states we do have design standards.  He thinks this works great.  Clerk Andreasen also sent the question to the Engineer. 

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member Dallin motioned to adjourn at 8:40 pm. Council Member Ritter seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved May 10, 2023.

											   ________________________________________________
							Jared Holmgren, Mayor Pro Tem 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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