
WALES TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
 APRIL 4, 2023
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 7:00 PM
ROLL CALL:  
Members present:  Mayor Byron Davis; Council members: Brandon Rees, Ron Thompson, Edward Anderson; Town Clerk Kevin Washburn
Members absent:  David Larsen

Citizens in attendance:   Brian Smith, Shawn Robison (fire chief), Tom Davis, Ron Garff, Lee Fox, Wendle Roberts
Others in attendance:    Janell Braithwaite (RWAU), Scott Griffin and Taylor ? (Sanpete Solar)
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:  lead by Mayor Davis
PRAYER/INSPIRATIONAL THOUGHT:  by Brian Smith—We fail if good people do nothing.
MINUTES:  
The council members were given a copy of the minutes of the town council meeting held March 7, 2023.  Mayor Davis made a motion to accept the minutes as written; Council member Rees seconded the motion.

VOTE: In favor- Mayor Davis, Council members Anderson, Rees, and Thompson


Opposed-none

Absent-council member Larsen

INVOICES: 
A list of March 2023 invoices was distributed to the council by the town clerk. Council member Thompson made the motion to approve payment and Council member Rees seconded the motion.


VOTE:
 In favor-Mayor Davis, Council members Anderson, Rees, and Thompson



Opposed-none

Absent-Council member Larsen

PROPOSALS:
1.  Proposal to retain K&C CPAs to review and assist with the town’s financial matters was discussed.  Mr. Gary Keddington sent the town a proposal for his consulting services at a cost of $1,000 per month.  Town clerk Kevin Washburn stated that he had discussed the proposal with Mr. Keddington about the scope of the work and the cost.  Keddington explained in as much as Washburn is doing a lot of the financial work himself, the CPA firm’s roll would be to review and certify what was needed and to do state required year end reports.  Washburn also stated that the cost was only one-third of the cost to other communities which don’t do their own financial work.  He explained to the council that the town needs a CPA firm to certify the financial work just as the town needs an attorney to help with legal matters.
A motion to retain K&C CPAs as the town’s financial consultant was made by council member Rees and seconded by council member Thompson.


VOTE: In favor-Mayor Davis, Council members Anderson, Rees, and Thompson


Opposed-none



Absent-Council member Larsen

BUSINESS:
1. South Well project:  Clerk Washburn reported that Justin Atkinson of Sunrise Engineering had brought documents to the office to make request for the final payments to High Plains Drilling and Sunrise Engineering to complete the project.  He stated that there would be approximately $10,000 left in the grant money that the town can use to build a road into the well or for other purposes related to the well project or spring development project.  Mayor Davis has signed the papers and the final checks have been written.  They will be distributed once USDA signs off on the closure of the project.

Council member Rees asked if the faulty fitting at the well had been replaced.  No one could answer that question.  Washburn said he would ask Atkinson about it.

2. Wall Engineering water use study: Lee Fox (planning and zoning secretary) asked if Lynn Wall has all the information he needs to do the water use study.  He said he would like copies of the wells and spring water production.  Wall has been invited to the next planning and zoning meeting on April 18 to present what he has done so far.

3. 2023-2024 Budgets:  Mayor Davis explained that the town is working on next fiscal year’s budgets.  He noted the possibility of raising water rates to cover costs.  Janell Braithwaite of RWAU explained that the town needs to have a savings to cover 2 years of the loan payments as well as cover operation costs.  The town is also wanting to replace all the water meters in town for which we have applied for a grant from the Division of Drinking Water.  Washburn stated that we will find out in mid-May if we get the grant.

Citizen Brian Smith asked if the town had raised its rates recently.  He recently moved here from Provo and said that Provo had gone a long time without rate increases and then had to increase rates a large amount.  The town leaders stated that they want to avoid that scenario.  Braithwaite also explained that the town water rates need to be higher if the town wants to apply for grants and/or loans in the future.

Mayor Davis also explained that the town may look at raising the mill levy of the town property tax to raise needed revenue.
Washburn told the group that budget hearings will be held in May and the budget could be approved in June.
4. Sanpete Solar presentation:  Scott Griffin and Taylor ? of Sanpete Solar made a follow-up presentation from last meeting’s presentation about the options the town has for getting solar panels.  Griffin said that Rocky Mountain Power has agreed to consolidate the meter readings from the three meters at the town hall, old fire station and new fire station.  He also said there is a $30,000 grant available for solar installed for fire stations.  Other ways to finance solar is to sell the available tax credits to an individual or business which can use the tax credits, then buy the power from that individual or business.  Another way is if a person or business will pay for the cost of installing the solar system and the town buy the power from that person or business.  Griffin will e-mail the town their proposals.
REPORTS:
· Mayor:  Mayor Davis reported that council member Larsen and he inspected the town roads with Peckham Asphalt Company on April 3, 2023.  Peckham recommended that the town should seal the existing roads before doing other road improvements.  This will preserve the existing roads better.
Mayor also stated that the town should loop the water lines that are dead-ended before building roads in those areas.

· Water:  Council member Rees reiterated the need for getting new meters throughout town and on the wells and spring.
· Roads:  Council member Larsen-absent
· Cemetery:  Council member Thompson reported that last fall there was a water leak on the cemetery hydrant system which needs to be fixed before the water can be turned on this spring.  Wendle Roberts said he would get it fixed.
· Parks:  Council member Anderson-nothing to report
· Fire:  Fire Chief Shawn Robison reported that two individuals have completed Fire1 and 2 training and that two new people have asked to join the fire department.  They are Katy Erickson and Wyatt Rees.

· Administration:  Clerk Kevin Washburn told the group that Welsh Days is scheduled for June 23 and 24, 2023.  Erika Anderson is in charge.

Washburn also reported that he will schedule a Saturday in July to have the annual animal clinic with Gunnison Animal Clinic to come to Wales to give rabies shots, etc.
He also suggested that the town have a cleanup day this spring as was done last year when the area youth in custody homes brought their boys to help clean the cemetery and town park.

Council member Rees made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Mayor Davis.

VOTE: In favor-Mayor Davis, Council members Anderson, Rees and Thompson

Opposed-none


Absent-Council member Larsen

Meeting adjourned at 8:03 PM
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