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Summary

The City of Taylorsville is proposing to amend the General Landscape Standards found in
Chapter 13.25 of the Land Development Code with the intent to adopt standards that more
strongly support water efficient landscape design in all zones.

In recent years, governmental agencies and local organizations have implemented
standards and initiated education and incentive programs that provide guidance and
support for Utahns’ water conservation efforts. In 2022, the City of Taylorsville adopted
standards which addressed the landscaping in park strips and encourages property owners
to consider how to design park strips without using water-intensive grass. The section was
influenced by a model ordinance created by Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District as
well as neighboring cities’ requirements. The most significant difference was that, despite
grassy park strips wasting thousands of gallons per season, no restrictions were placed on
lawn area.

The updates proposed in this ordinance will build on the City’s previous actions and
demonstrate a city-wide commitment to responsible water use. Currently, residents are not
eligible to receive reimbursement from the Flip Your Strip program, which provides
reimbursement for lawn removal in park strips to be replaced with more Utah-friendly
landscape designs. Among other requirements, projects must be in a city that has adopted
certain water efficiency standards such as those in the model ordinance from Jordan Valley
Water Conservancy District. More information and specific details can be read in a recent
article published by KSL that discusses the state-efforts to support landscape conversions
(Exhibit A).

In the interest of conserving water and extending eligibility for state incentive programs,
staff reviewed the current landscape chapter, particularly the water efficient landscape
section. Staff conducted a review of Chapter 13.25 compared to the model ordinance from
Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District. Taylorsville currently has a water efficient
landscaping ordinance, 13.25.040, adopted in 2012. This section contains requirements
similar to those in the model ordinance.

Key differences are that the current Water Efficient Landscaping standards only apply to
development or redevelopment that is required to undergo site plan review (commercial
and multi-family projects, and single-family home construction that is initiated by the
developer). Under current standards, individual homeowners are not subject to standards
from the Water Efficient Landscaping section. The city also does not have restrictions for
lawn in yards and does not expressly prohibit lawn in park strips.

The proposed updates will apply to new and redeveloped front and side yards of single-
family residential homes, and the entire lot for all other zones. Many cities adopted the
model ordinance verbatim. However, during internal review and discussion it was
determined that certain references to shapes of yards and other requirements were not
necessary. While language between Taylorsville’s current landscaping chapter and the
model ordinance differ, both require controllers with rain shutoff capabilities and
encourage water conservation through plant placement, drip irrigation, and slope
considerations. Taylorsville’s current water efficient ordinance irrigation standards are
more detailed than those proposed by Jordan Valley Water and identify the importance of
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native and drought-resistant vegetation. Current standards also define overhead spray
operating hours (6 pm- 10 am), which is an established best practice to prevent water loss
to evaporation. Staff recommended an amended version of this and retained several
standards in the update.

The Water Efficient Landscaping section was revised to include language required to bring
eligibility to Taylorsville residents and property owners. The revisions have been
incorporated into 13.25.010 General Landscape Standards to be applicable in all zones and
include state required limits on lawn area. The standards combine the strengths of
Taylorsville’s current Landscaping Standards chapter and the digestibility of those
proposed by Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District to create a straightforward
ordinance that will still provide guidance to property owners as they design within the new
water efficient standards.

Public Comment

A public notice was posted in City Hall on April 29, 2023. Planning staff has not received
public comment related to this application.

Findings

1. Responsible and efficient water use is central to maintaining the wellbeing of current and
future Utahns.

2. The City of Taylorsville is committed to supporting residents and property owners in
water conservation efforts.

3. Residents of Taylorsville are not currently eligible to receive reimbursement from state
incentive programs as they replace water-intensive lawn with more Utah-friendly
landscaping.

4. To receive benefits from certain state incentive programs, projects must be in a city that
has adopted specific standards related to water efficient landscape design.

5. The City of Taylorsville has initiated an application to amend Chapter 13.25 and certain
sections of Chapter 13.36 to meet state requirements.

6. Staff supports the proposed text amendment.

7. A text amendment to the City’s Land Development Code is a legislative action, requiring
a Planning Commission recommendation to the City Council.

8. The City Council is the final review and decision-making body.

Staff Recommendation

Staff recommends the Planning Commission forward a positive recommendation to the City
Council to amend Chapter 13.25 Landscaping Standards and certain sections of Chapter 13.36
Definitions of the Land Development Code, specifically related to water efficient landscaping,
as specified in Exhibit B of this staff report.

Recommended Motion

[ move that we send a positive recommendation to the City Council for File #5723 for an
amendment to the Land Development Code related to Chapter 13.25, Sections 13.36.020,
13.36.090, 13.36.130, 13.36.170, 13.36.210 as specified in Exhibit B of this staff report.
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Utah launches statewide turf grass buyback
program as it seeks water-use reformation

By Carter Williams, KSL.com | Posted - May 1, 2023 at 7:04 p.m.

Gov. Spencer Cox speaks during a press conference at the Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District's Conservation Garden Park in
West Jordan on Monday. Officials announced a statewide water-wise landscaping incentive program. (Spenser Heaps, Deseret

News)
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WEST JORDAN — This year's record snowpack has drastically reduced a drought that really
began to impact Utah by the end of spring three years ago.



waorse In VUctober.

But as he stood on the grounds of the Conservation Garden Park on Monday, Utah Gov.
Spencer Cox pointed out that an "unbelievable" winter is only "one piece of the puzzle" when it
comes to thinking about long-term water solutions in the country's second-driest state.

"In Utah ... we're either in drought or preparing for the next one," he said. "We need to take
action to ensure that we are always prepared.”

That's why Utah is launching a new, first-of-its-kind statewide incentive program, which helps
Utah residents recover some of the costs of replacing turf grass, so residents can better afford
less-thirsty landscape alternatives. The Utah Legislature allocated $5 million in one-time funds
and $3 million more in ongoing funds during this year's legislative session to kickstart the
program.

The state program is through Utah Water Savers, originally founded by the Jordan Valley Water
Conservancy District in 2017. Utahns living in areas that have adopted new water efficiency
standards for new construction can apply online to receive up to $3 per square foot of grass
they replace with water-efficient landscaping through the new program.



Gov. Spencer Cox and Rep. Doug Owens, D-Millcreek, laugh during a press conference at
the Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District's Conservation Garden Park in West Jordan
on Monday. Officials announced a statewide water-wise landscaping incentive program to
encourage residents to replace grass with water-efficient landscaping (Photo: Spenser
Heaps, Deseret News)

Cox explained that only cities taking a "proactive" approach to future development qualify for
the turf grass program, so the state is not paying for buybacks in areas that still have certain
grass requirements. A list of eligible municipalities can be found here.

The Central Utah, Jordan Valley, Washington County and Weber Basin water conservancy
districts will also match the buyback offered by the state. State officials note that replacing turf
grass varies from yard to yard but it typically costs under $5 per square foot if they do it
themselves, though the cost is steeper if they hire a contractor.

Projects replacing grass for a full xeriscape or even a partial Localscape can qualify for the
incentive, said Cynthia Bee, a spokeswoman for the Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District,
who spoke about the new program on an episode of KSL NewsRadio's "Dave and Dujanovic"
last week.

However, there are some other guidelines to qualify.



developments can be lawn. This limitation does not apply to residential lots that have
less than 250 square feet of landscaped area.

« Lawn areas can't exceed 20% of the total landscaped area in new commercial,
industrial, institutional or multifamily development common area landscapes — outside
of any recreation areas.

The state also unveiled a new public awareness advertisement campaign called "Grass Doesn't
Belong Everywhere," which will appear on billboards, social media spots and other mediums
across the state, as it begins to find ways to reduce future water waste.

“We desperately want this to be a place where our kids
and grandkids can live, and the only way we're going to
be able to do that is if we're smarter about the way we're

using water.”

—-Utah Gov. Spencer Cox

Outdoor irrigation accounts for about 60% of all residential water use, according to the Utah
Division of Water Resources. Its officials say that cutting back by one lawn watering can save
about 3,000 gallons of water, for residents who live on the average quarter-acre lot yard with
about 0.17 acres of green space.

Rep. Doug Owens, D-Millcreek, who also helped craft the program, notes that the point of the
program is to reduce the amount of water used on ornamental lawns because it's not really
helping anyone to have the traditional landscape.

"When you water your yards, 100% of that water gets depleted, so we've got to be smarter
about how we landscape in our state going forward," he said.

Utah's new turf grass program doesn't mean Utah will begin to have lots of dirt and stone
landscapes like Las Vegas, he added. It's one of the reasons why there are still vegetation



L+.The Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District's Conservation Garden Park in West Jordan shows off
examples of water-wise landscaping on Monday.

The Jordan Valley Water Conservancy District's Conservation Garden Park in West Jordan
shows off examples of water-wise landscaping on Monday. (Photo: Spenser Heaps,
Deseret News)

Monday's announcement follows several efforts made by state and local officials when it comes
to watering lawns, including programs aimed at replacing park strips outside of homes and
businesses.

It also builds on other efforts to reduce water consumption, Cox said. For instance, the
Legislature also added $200 million to the state's agriculture optimization program, which helps
farmers and ranchers afford changes that reduce how much water they consume. It's estimated
that agricultural irrigation accounts for between 75% and 85% of all Utah's water consumption.

The governor also said that other investments are going toward technologies that help capture
water during years of abundance so it can be used during times of scarcity so that the state
doesn't "squander" a year like this one. That includes water banking and groundwater recharge
projects, on top of incentives to cut back on outdoor irrigation.

Utahns should continue to find ways to continue to conserve after billions of gallons were saved
over the past two years, Cox added.

"Water conservation across all sectors is critical," he said. "With the demand for water
increasing across the state, we need to find ways to use water more efficiently and to reduce
waste. ... We desperately want this to be a place where our kids and grandkids can live, and
the only way we're going to be able to do that is if we're smarter about the way we're using
water."

Related stories

'Whiplash weather': Salt Lake County issues turf replacement grants to 7 cities to conserve water

Wet winter is a 'gift,' but Utahns still need to conserve water, Cox says



EXHIBIT B

Title 13: Land Development Code

Chapter 13.25 Landscaping Standards

13.25.010 GENERAL LANDSCAPING STANDARDS:
The following standards shall apply to all districts:

A. Preservation of Natural Features
The preservation of natural features that enhance the development and will benefit the community
including trees, scenic points, view corridors, historic buildings or locations, unique geological formations,
and other community assets shall be preserved and incorporated into the overall landscape plan.

B. Parking in Landscaped Areas
Parking is prohibited upon any front, side, rear, or interior landscaped areas or areas intended for
landscape.

C. Park Strips
The park strip standards in this section are intended to maintain design flexibility and safety of park
strips while ensuring access to public utilities, support water conservation, maintain aesthetic quality,
and ensure pedestrian safety and accessibility.

1. Applicability
The requirements of this section apply to all park strips, defined as the area within the street right of
way situated between the back of curb and the sidewalk or, if there is no sidewalk, the back of curb
and the right of way line. These standards apply to all properties that have street curbs. Owners of
property on streets without curbs and gutters are not required to maintain formal landscaping
within the public right-of-way.
2. General Landscape Requirements
a. ltisthe property owner’s responsibility to landscape all park strips adjacent to the property.
b. All park strip landscaping must be maintained in a safe and well-kept condition. Trash, debris,
and noxious weeds are not permitted.
c. Sufficient water shall be provided for vegetative ground cover, annuals, perennials, shrubs and
trees to keep them in a healthy condition.
d. For surfaces with water meter lid, shutoff, or other utility access, landscaping must not inhibit
access for a radius of at least twelve (12) inches. For surfaces around a fire hydrant, landscaping
must not inhibit access for a radius of at least three (3) feet.

3. Park Strip Ground Treatment:

a. Plant materials should cover twenty-five (25) percent or more of the park strip surface when
plants have reached maturity. For lots with multiple street frontages, this standard shall be
applied separately to each park strip. In new or replacement landscaping, it is recommended
that water conserving plants are used. The use of drip irrigation systems rather than overhead
spray systems is-arehighly-encouragedrequired.

b. Organic mulch materials such as bark may be used as water conserving mulch for plants and
may also be used as the only material in portions of a park strip. It is recommended to use
organic mulch that is three (3) to four (4) inches in depth for weed control.

c. Gravel, rocks, and boulders may be used on portions of the park strip. Large diameter rocks and
boulders shall be kept a minimum of thirty (30) inches away from street trees that are in the
park strip. Organic mulch or gravel shall be used near existing street trees.

d. Paving materials, limited to poured concrete, brick pavers, concrete pavers, or natural stone
pavers, may be used in portions of a park strip subject to the following:



(1) Paving materials shall be kept a minimum of thirty (30) inches away from existing trees.
Organic mulch or gravel shall be used near existing trees.

(2) In park strips that are thirty-six (36) inches or less in width, brick, concrete, or natural stone
pavers may be used in one hundred (100) percent of the surface area. If concrete is used, it
shall be stamped with a brick, stone, or other decorative pattern to distinguish it from the
adjacent sidewalk. All hard surface sections shall be installed to be flush with both the
sidewalk and curb and gutter. The use of water conserving plants in combination with
paving materials is encouraged.

(3) In park strips over thirty-six (36) inches in width, paving materials, gravel, rocks, and
boulders shall not exceed seventy-five (75) percent of the total park strip surface area.
Poured concrete shall not be used except for pedestrian pathways as outlined below.

4. Pedestrian Pathways
For safe, convenient access to vehicles across park strips, pedestrian pathways (walkways through
the park strip) are encouraged. The material used may be poured concrete, brick or concrete pavers,
or natural stone pavers flagstone or a combination of these. If poured concrete is used, the
pedestrian pathway shall be not more than four (4) feet in width and shall be located to provide the
most direct route through the park strip. The area of pedestrian pathway shall be included in
calculating the percentage of inorganic material in the park strip.

5. Park Strip Prohibited Materials
Materials prohibited in park strips include:

a. lawn;

a-b. Asphalt;

b.c. Concrete, except as allowed in subsection (3) above;

c.d. Thorn-bearing plants;

d.e. Except for trees, no plant, boulder, monument, or other object that exceeds three (3) feet in
height at maturity is permitted within the sight visibility triangle.

e.f. Retaining walls, fences, steps, and other similar structural encroachments.

6. Flexibility Measures
The Director may modify the standards of this section to better achieve its intent and address site-
specific conditions such as, among other things, steep grades between the curb and sidewalk, the
presence of canals or drainage channels, limited access to irrigation, and urban streetscape
treatments.

Water Efficient Landscaping:

The city finds that it is in the public's interest to conserve public water resources and promote water
efficient landscaping. The purpose of this section is to protect and enhance the community's
environmental, economic, recreational, and aesthetic resources by promoting efficient use of water in
the community's landscapes, reduce water waste, and establish a structure for designing, installing, and
maintaining water efficient landscapes throughout the city.
1. Applicability:

The following standards shall apply to:

a. Front and side yards in single-family (R-1) and two-family (R-2) residential zoning districts.
b. In all other zones, these standards shall apply to the entire lot or parcel.
c. Lots or parcels in the open space zoning district are exempt from the standards in this section.

2. Landscaping Standards
a. lIrrigation should be appropriate for the designated plant material to achieve the highest water
efficiency. Each irrigation valve should irrigate landscaping with similar site, slope and soil
conditions, and plant materials with similar watering needs.




b. Drip irrigation or bubblers in all landscaped areas except lawn areas are highly encouraged. Drip
irrigation systems are to be equipped with a pressure regulator, filter, flush-end assembly, and
any other appropriate components.

c. Separate irrigation valves are to be used for lawn and planting beds.

d. lIrrigation systems shall be controlled by a smart irrigation controller which automatically adjusts
the frequency and/or duration of irrigation events in response to changing weather conditions.
Controllers that are equipped with automatic rain delay or rain shut-off capabilities are
recommended.

e. Above-ground irrigation shall only be permitted between the hours of eight o'clock (8:00) P.M.
and ten o'clock (10:00) A.M. to reduce water loss from wind and evaporation. Special exceptions
may be granted by the Director when more frequent watering is necessary to establish newly
planted landscape areas.

f.  Lawn shall not be installed in park strips, paths, or on slopes greater than 25% or 4:1 grade and
be less than 8 feet wide at its narrowest point. Residential lots with a yard area less than eight
(8) feet in width are exempt from the eight (8) foot minimum lawn width requirement.

g. Lawn areas in single-family (R-1) and two-family (R-2) zoning districts shall not exceed 35% of the
total landscaped area of the front and side yards.

h. Outside of active recreation areas, in commercial, industrial, institutional, and multi-family
development common area landscapes, lawn areas shall not exceed 20% of the total landscaped
area of the lot.

i. Atleast 3-4 inches of mulch, permeable to air and water, are to be used in planting beds to
control weeds and improve the appearance of the landscaping.

j. At maturity, landscapes are recommended to have enough plant material (perennials and
shrubs) to create at least 25% living plant cover at maturity at the ground plane, not including
tree canopies.

k. Plants selected for landscape zones should consist of plants that are well suited to the
microclimate and soil conditions.

13.25.020 COMMERCIAL, OFFICE, MULTI-FAMILY, AND INDUSTRIAL
LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS:

A. FrontYard: Front yard landscaping is measured from the front property line(s) after any required street
dedication. This standard shall apply to all street frontages.

1. All Commercial, Office, Multi-Family, And Industrial Districts: In all commercial and industrial zones,
a minimum of fifteen feet (15') of front yard landscaping shall be required.

2. Berming: The use of berms (random sculptured mounds), twelve (12) to eighteen inches (18") high
above the curb level, are required in all front landscape areas where found to be practical by the
director.

3.  Street Trees: Two inch (2") minimum caliper street trees shall be planted in the front park strip area
(centered between the sidewalk and the curb to minimize tree conflicts and to maximize tree root
zone) where the park strip is a minimum of five feet (5') in width, according to the varieties and
spacing specified in applicable standards. Where the sidewalk has been placed against the curb,
street trees shall be planted four feet (4') behind the sidewalk.

4.  Front Landscape: Front landscape areas shall include a combination of sed-as-wellas-areas-of-trees,

shrubs,ground-coversrocks, gravel, and mulchplant materials covering no less than 25% of the
landscaped area.




Side And Rear Yards:
1.

There shall be a minimum of five feet (5') of landscaping between parking areas and side or rear
property lines (except between commercial uses where said landscaping is not visible from areas of
public access) and a minimum of five feet (5') of landscaping between an access driveway and a side
or rear property line unless said driveway is to be used for common access by an adjacent lot.

Areas not visible from the street shall have one landscape area in the amount of one hundred (100)
square feet for every seventy five (75) linear feet of property line not visible from the public right of
way.

Landscaping Within Parking Areas:

1.

Landscaping within all parking and driveway areas shall comprise a minimum five percent (5%) of
the total square footage of those areas. In addition, the required front, side, and rear landscaping
(parking area shall be defined to include all asphalt areas with parking spaces and driveways). The
placement of this landscaping shall be within parking areas to break up the mass of asphalt as well
as adjacent to the building for foundation landscaping. Such landscaping shall not contain lawn and
shall be composed of natural elements including ground cover, shrubs, trees (evergreen and
deciduous), and combinations of mulch.

All traffic islands shall be landscaped and be considered as a portion of the required five percent
(5%) parking lot landscaping and shall be a minimum of five feet (5') in width.

Landscape planters and/or raised barrier sidewalks shall be installed along buildings (except where
not visible from public access areas or loading areas) and any paved areas where visible from the
street to provide safety to pedestrians, to protect the structure, and to provide foundation
landscaping to soften a structure's appearance.

All landscaped areas abutting any paved area shall include a six inch (6") high concrete curb.
Concrete bumper stops are not acceptable.

At intersections of streets, driveways, sidewalks, etc., landscaping shall be limited to a height of not
more than three feet (3') above street level within the area required for minimum sight distances
for local roads and streets.

Undeveloped Areas:

1.
2.

All undeveloped areas shall be maintained free of weeds and trash.

All expansion areas or pad sites shall be maintained with droughttelerantsednative seed mix,
mulch, or other materials as approved by the director until such time as construction is started on
that building pad.

Adjacent To Residential Districts: A minimum ten foot (10') width of landscaping shall be provided on an
applicant's property, including a combination of trees and shrubs (evergreen and deciduous), and ground
covers shall be provided to create a buffer for the adjacent residential district.

Installation:

1.

It shall be the responsibility of the developer to grade, place topsoil, seed or sod, install automatic
sprinkler irrigation systems, and properly plant trees, shrubs, and other approved plant materials.

All trees planted on site less than two inch (2") caliper shall be double staked.

All landscaping shall be completed in accordance with the plans submitted and approved by staff.



a. Alllandscape work must be installed prior to a certificate of occupancy of the building being
issued or as otherwise approved by the director as seasonal conditions may dictate.

b. The developer shall bond for such landscape improvements as part of the private improvement
bond to ensure that installations are completed as submitted and approved.

Maintenance:

1. It shall be the responsibility of the property owner to properly maintain landscaped areas in
accordance with the approved site plan and landscape plan which includes watering, mowing,
proper pruning, fertilizing, the removal and replacement of dead plant materials in a timely
manner, and the maintenance of the irrigation systems to eliminate waste of water.

2. All pruning shall be accomplished according to good horticultural standards. Trees shall be pruned
to promote healthy trees and to accommodate street maintenance and garbage collection
(minimum height over street 131/2 feet and over sidewalks 7 feet) and as necessary to promote
healthy growth.

3. Unless approval is otherwise provided by the director, trees shall be allowed to attain their normal
size and shall not be severely pruned up from the ground or "hat racked" in order to permanently
maintain growth at a reduced height. Pruning trees solely for the purpose of exposure is prohibited.

4.  Pruning trees for traffic safety reasons shall be reviewed and approved by the city engineer.
Vegetation Removal:

1. Once the required landscaping has been installed, it shall not be removed without the approval of
the community development department.

2. Removed vegetation shall be replaced with equal or better quality plant materials. Trees that are
necessarily removed shall be replaced with trees with comparable total caliper. Street trees that are
necessarily removed shall be replaced with comparable original landscape plan caliper in
compliance with the city street tree guide unless otherwise approved by the director.

3. When utility connections or other disturbances are made to existing landscaped areas, the existing
landscaping must be replaced to its previous condition. Other modifications of landscaped areas
shall require approval by the director.

Minimum Tree Size: The minimum size of all trees planted on a development site shall be as follows:
1. Street Trees: Two inch (2") caliper minimum as measured eighteen inches (18") above grade.

2. All Other Trees: All other trees on site, one and one-half inch (11/2") caliper minimum as measured
eighteen inches (18") above grade.

3.  Evergreen Trees: Six foot (6') minimum height above grade.

Tree Mix: There shall be a mix of evergreen and deciduous trees on all development sites to allow for a
green winterscape. A minimum of forty percent (40%) of all trees on the proposed site shall be
evergreens where found to be practical by the director.

Existing Trees:

1. The retention of existing healthy, desirable tree species on site is strongly encouraged. Buildings
and parking areas should be designed around existing trees, wherever possible.

2. Atree survey on an existing site may be required as determined by the director.

Minimum Number Of Trees: A minimum ratio of one tree per every five hundred (500) square feet of on
site landscaping shall be provided on the overall site plan.

Documentation To Be Submitted For Plan Approval: Except for projects within the single-family (R-1) and

two-family (R-2) zoning districts, a landscape plan documentation package shall be submitted to and

approved by the director prior to the issuance of any development permit. The landscape plan
documentation package shall be prepared by a registered landscape architect or a landscape designer.
The irrigation plan shall be prepared by an irrigation designer or a landscape architect. The landscape
plan documentation package shall include the following items:




1. Project Data Sheet: The project data sheet shall contain the following:

a. Project name and address;

b. Applicant name, address, and contact information;

c. lLandscape designer/landscape architect's name, address, and contact information; and
Landscape contractor's name, address, and contact information.

2. Planting Plan: A detailed planting plan drawn to scale that clearly identifies the following:

a. Location of all plant materials, a legend with botanical and common names, and size of plant
materials; Property lines and street names;

b. Existing and proposed buildings, walls, fences, light poles, utilities, paved areas, and other site
improvements; Existing trees and plant materials to be removed or retained; and

c.Designation of landscape zones.

3. Irrigation Plan: A detailed irrigation plan shall be drawn at the same scale as the planting plan and

shall include the : layout of the irrigation system and a legend summarizing the type and size of all
components of the system, including manufacturer name and model numbers.

13.25.030 TREE STEWARDSHIP:

A. Purpose: The city prides itself on its many areas of public and private landscapes, both natural and
enhanced, and recognizes the importance of trees within the community. It is declared to be a policy of
the city that:

1. City property will be landscaped to enhance the natural beauty of the city.

2 Responsibilities of city departments be coordinated to encourage quality landscaping.
3. Landscaped city properties be effectively managed.
4

The city plant species of trees that are aesthetically pleasing, require less maintenance (so as to
prevent damage to sidewalks and streets and reduce risks to pedestrians and motorists), work with
utilities, and conserve natural resources.

w

The street environment be made hospitable through landscaping.

Residents of the city be encouraged to participate in beautification efforts through installing and
maintaining quality trees and landscaping on private property.

To fulfill this policy, this section is enacted and intended to establish a tree stewardship ordinance.
This section may be referred to as the TREE STEWARDSHIP ORDINANCE.

B. Urban Forester: The city shall designate a qualified person or entity as the city's urban forester, who
shall:

1. Beresponsible for the long term management, health, maintenance, inventory, planting, and design
of city trees in cooperation with the director.

Foster and maintain partnerships between public and private parties for the benefit of trees.

Facilitate communication, coordination, cooperation, and education for the stewardship of city and
private trees.

4.  Keep abreast of new information and research in arboriculture.



Train and supervise city crews or contract providers so the best methods of tree care are practiced
in the community.

Work with engineers, architects, and the community development department during the design
phase of development.

Citizen Responsibilities: Citizens/property owners, occupants, and their agents shall have the following
responsibilities for the protection of trees in park strips abutting their real property except in those park
strips that are maintained by the city.

1.
2.

© N oownm

Periodic watering and fertilization of city trees as necessary to maintain good health and vigor.

Protect city trees in park strips from damage caused by lawn mowers, weed trimmers,
snowblowers, and similar equipment.

Protect city trees in park strips from damage caused by attachment of any items such as signs,
nails, wires, ropes, and chains.

The species of trees planted in the park strips should comply with the city street tree guide or
otherwise approved by the director.

Remove private trees or limbs that have fallen upon a city street, property, or sidewalk.
Maintain ground covers except in those park strips maintained by the city.
Notify the city of any hazard tree.

Raking, cleanup, and properly disposing of leaves that fall from city and private trees so leaf fall
does not impede the stormwater system.

The city shall have no liability for the failure of any tree or landscaping installed by private parties
on other than city maintained property.

City Responsibilities: The city shall assume responsibility for:

1.

A N

6.

Tree care in city owned and operated parks, on the grounds of city buildings, and in park strips that
the city administration has designated will be maintained by the city.

Pruning of city trees, as necessary, after appropriate notification to property owners.
Pruning of city trees in the public rights of way and utility easements.
Removal of diseased or dying city trees that are beyond reclamation.

Removal of city trees and/or limbs that the city determines to be a hazard after appropriate
notification.

Maintenance of planted areas on city property and specifically designated city rights of way.

Responsibility For Correcting Private Hazard Trees: Where a hazard tree exists upon private property, the
property owner and all other persons having control of the property on which such hazard tree exists
shall be responsible to mitigate, abate, remove, or correct the hazard. Any tree that is a hazard tree is a
public nuisance.

1.

It is unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation, either as owner, agent, or occupant, to create, aid
in creating, or maintain a hazard tree.

If the city determines that a particular tree is a hazard tree, the city may give a written notice to the
owner, occupant, or agent of any lot, building, or premises in or upon which a hazard tree is found,
or to the person who may be the cause of such hazard tree to remove, mitigate, abate, or correct
the hazard, including its recommendation as to the most effective method of doing so.

Notice under this section may be served by personal service or by mailing the notice to the person,
firm, or corporation by certified mail (return receipt requested), and posting a copy on the property
a minimum of twenty eight (28) calendar days in advance of further action.

If the hazard tree is not mitigated, abated, removed, or corrected within twenty eight (28) additional
calendar days after the notice is complete, the city may mitigate, abate, correct, or remove the



hazard tree at the expense of such person, firm, or corporation or may take further action as
determined.

5.  The city may recover the costs and expenses incurred in mitigating, abating, correcting, or removing
the hazard tree, serving notice, and the costs of a lawsuit, if any.

6. If the person, firm, or corporation disputes or denies the city's determination that the tree is a
hazard tree or refuses to remove or permit removal, the city may bring an action to abate the
hazard tree as a public nuisance. If the city is granted a judgment, the city may recover the costs of
having the public nuisance abated.

7.  The city, its agents, or employees, if acting in good faith, incur no liability for causing removal of a
hazard tree.

8.  Notice of appeal of the city's determination that a tree is a hazard tree may be filed with the city
recorder within ten (10) days of service of the notice to abate. Appeals of the urban forester's
decisions shall be heard by the mayor or his designee within fifteen (15) days of receipt of the
appeal, which decision is final.

Protection Of City Trees:
1. It shall be unlawful for any person to do any of the following:

a. Construct a concrete, asphalt, brick, or gravel sidewalk within eighteen inches (18") of a city tree
that damages any part (roots, crown, trunk) of the tree so as to cause injury or death to the tree.

b. Fill up the ground area around any city tree so as to shut off air, light, or water from its roots.

c. Pile building material, equipment, or other substance on or near a city tree so as to cause injury
to the tree.

d. Pour or spray any injurious matter on or around a city tree.

e. Injure any city tree, tree stake, or guard with any vehicle or animal, or in any other manner
causing injury to any city tree, shrub, ground cover, or lawn.

f.  Post any sign, tree stake, or guard, or by fastening any guywire, cable, or rope to any city tree,
tree stake, or guard.

g. Prune trees for commercial exposure.

2. Any person doing construction, excavation, or demolition work in the near vicinity of a city tree shall
protect the tree from injury or damage with a substantial protective barrier. Said barrier shall not
be less than four feet (4') high and have a two foot (2') radius or to a distance in feet from the tree
equal to the diameter of the tree trunk in inches measured four and one-half feet (41/2')
aboveground, whichever is greater. All building materials, extra dirt, or other debris shall be kept
outside the barrier. The city engineer must be consulted about any deviation to this standard.

3. No person shall use a city tree for any unauthorized purpose.

Trees Planted In Park Strips: Trees planted in park strips or other public rights of way should be in
conformance with the streetscape plan.

Interference With Service: It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with city personnel or city
contractors under the direction of the city's designee in the performance of their duties.

Preservation Of Trees During Development: Tree surveys must identify both city and private trees or
groves of trees of at least two inch (2") caliper and shall indicate which, if any, may be preserved or
relocated. Where practically possible, site designs should be modified to accommodate significant tree
cover. Proper care should be taken during the construction phase to protect tree root zones from
compaction and excessive excavation. Clear cutting an area of trees on a site will not be allowed unless
determined appropriate by the director.

Violation And Penalty: Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall be guilty of an
infraction. In addition to other remedies provided for herein or otherwise provided by law, if the violation
of any provision of this chapter causes the injury, mutilation, or death of a tree, shrub, or other plant
located on city owned or maintained property, the violating party shall pay the cost of repair or



replacement of such tree, shrub, or other plant. The replacement value of trees and/or shrubs shall be
determined in accordance with the latest edition of the "Guide For Plant Appraisal" as published by the
International Society Of Arboriculture. The city may pursue criminal or civil actions against any person or
entity who violates this chapter as is deemed appropriate, including abatement or injunctive relief. (Ord.

12-15,7-11-2012)

13.25.040










13.36.20 "A" DEFINITIONS:

ACTIVE RECREATION AREA
Areas of the landscape dedicated to active play where lawn is typically used as the playing surface (ex. sports
fields and play areas).

13.36.90 "H" DEFINITIONS:

HARDSCAPE

- Durable landscape materials,

such as concrete, wood, pavers, stone, or compacted inorganic mulch.

13.36.130 "L" DEFINITIONS:

LAWN
Ground that is covered with grass or turf that is regularly mowed.

13.36.170 "P" DEFINITIONS:

PLANTING BED
Areas of the landscape that consist of plants, such as trees, ornamental grasses, shrubs, perennials, and other
regionally appropriate plants.

13.36.210 "T" DEFINITIONS:

TOTAL LANDSCAPED AREA

Improved areas of the property that incorporate all of the completed features of the landscape. The landscape
area does not include footprints of buildings or structures, sidewalks, driveways, and other non-irrigated areas
intentionally left undeveloped.
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	Title 13: Land Development Code
	Chapter 13.25 Landscaping Standards
	13.25.010 GENERAL LANDSCAPING STANDARDS:
	A. Preservation of Natural Features
	B. Parking in Landscaped Areas
	C. Park Strips
	1. Applicability
	2. General Landscape Requirements
	a. It is the property owner’s responsibility to landscape all park strips adjacent to the property.
	b. All park strip landscaping must be maintained in a safe and well-kept condition. Trash, debris, and noxious weeds are not permitted.
	c. Sufficient water shall be provided for vegetative ground cover, annuals, perennials, shrubs and trees to keep them in a healthy condition.
	d. For surfaces with water meter lid, shutoff, or other utility access, landscaping must not inhibit access for a radius of at least twelve (12) inches. For surfaces around a fire hydrant, landscaping must not inhibit access for a radius of at least t...

	3. Park Strip Ground Treatment:
	a. Plant materials should cover twenty-five (25) percent or more of the park strip surface when plants have reached maturity. For lots with multiple street frontages, this standard shall be applied separately to each park strip. In new or replacement ...
	b. Organic mulch materials such as bark may be used as water conserving mulch for plants and may also be used as the only material in portions of a park strip. It is recommended to use organic mulch that is three (3) to four (4) inches in depth for we...
	c. Gravel, rocks, and boulders may be used on portions of the park strip. Large diameter rocks and boulders shall be kept a minimum of thirty (30) inches away from street trees that are in the park strip. Organic mulch or gravel shall be used near exi...
	d. Paving materials, limited to poured concrete, brick pavers, concrete pavers, or natural stone pavers, may be used in portions of a park strip subject to the following:
	(1) Paving materials shall be kept a minimum of thirty (30) inches away from existing trees. Organic mulch or gravel shall be used near existing trees.
	(2) In park strips that are thirty-six (36) inches or less in width, brick, concrete, or natural stone pavers may be used in one hundred (100) percent of the surface area. If concrete is used, it shall be stamped with a brick, stone, or other decorati...
	(3) In park strips over thirty-six (36) inches in width, paving materials, gravel, rocks, and boulders shall not exceed seventy-five (75) percent of the total park strip surface area. Poured concrete shall not be used except for pedestrian pathways as...


	4. Pedestrian Pathways
	5. Park Strip Prohibited Materials
	a. Lawn;
	b. Asphalt;
	c. Concrete, except as allowed in subsection (3) above;
	d. Thorn-bearing plants;
	e. Except for trees, no plant, boulder, monument, or other object that exceeds three (3) feet in height at maturity is permitted within the sight visibility triangle.
	f. Retaining walls, fences, steps, and other similar structural encroachments.

	6. Flexibility Measures

	D. Water Efficient Landscaping:
	The city finds that it is in the public's interest to conserve public water resources and promote water efficient landscaping. The purpose of this section is to protect and enhance the community's environmental, economic, recreational, and aesthetic r...
	1. Applicability:
	a. Front and side yards in single-family (R-1) and two-family (R-2) residential zoning districts.
	b. In all other zones, these standards shall apply to the entire lot or parcel.
	c. Lots or parcels in the open space zoning district are exempt from the standards in this section.

	2. Landscaping Standards
	a. Irrigation should be appropriate for the designated plant material to achieve the highest water efficiency. Each irrigation valve should irrigate landscaping with similar site, slope and soil conditions, and plant materials with similar watering ne...
	b. Drip irrigation or bubblers in all landscaped areas except lawn areas are highly encouraged. Drip irrigation systems are to be equipped with a pressure regulator, filter, flush-end assembly, and any other appropriate components.
	c. Separate irrigation valves are to be used for lawn and planting beds.
	d. Irrigation systems shall be controlled by a smart irrigation controller which automatically adjusts the frequency and/or duration of irrigation events in response to changing weather conditions. Controllers that are equipped with automatic rain del...
	e. Above-ground irrigation shall only be permitted between the hours of eight o'clock (8:00) P.M. and ten o'clock (10:00) A.M. to reduce water loss from wind and evaporation. Special exceptions may be granted by the Director when more frequent waterin...
	f. Lawn shall not be installed in park strips, paths, or on slopes greater than 25% or 4:1 grade and be less than 8 feet wide at its narrowest point.  Residential lots with a yard area less than eight (8) feet in width are exempt from the eight (8) fo...
	g. Lawn areas in single-family (R-1) and two-family (R-2) zoning districts shall not exceed 35% of the total landscaped area of the front and side yards.
	h. Outside of active recreation areas, in commercial, industrial, institutional, and multi-family development common area landscapes, lawn areas shall not exceed 20% of the total landscaped area of the lot.
	i. At least 3-4 inches of mulch, permeable to air and water, are to be used in planting beds to control weeds and improve the appearance of the landscaping.
	j. At maturity, landscapes are recommended to have enough plant material (perennials and shrubs) to create at least 25% living plant cover at maturity at the ground plane, not including tree canopies.
	k. Plants selected for landscape zones should consist of plants that are well suited to the microclimate and soil conditions.



	13.25.020 COMMERCIAL, OFFICE, MULTI-FAMILY, AND INDUSTRIAL LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS:
	A. Front Yard: Front yard landscaping is measured from the front property line(s) after any required street dedication. This standard shall apply to all street frontages.
	1. All Commercial, Office, Multi-Family, And Industrial Districts: In all commercial and industrial zones, a minimum of fifteen feet (15') of front yard landscaping shall be required.
	2. Berming: The use of berms (random sculptured mounds), twelve (12) to eighteen inches (18") high above the curb level, are required in all front landscape areas where found to be practical by the director.
	3. Street Trees: Two inch (2") minimum caliper street trees shall be planted in the front park strip area (centered between the sidewalk and the curb to minimize tree conflicts and to maximize tree root zone) where the park strip is a minimum of five ...
	4. Front Landscape: Front landscape areas shall include a combination of sod as well as areas of trees, shrubs, ground coversrocks, gravel, and mulchplant materials covering no less than 25% of the landscaped area.
	1. Elimination Of Park Strip: The planning commission may approve the elimination of the park strip in a commercial district allowing the sidewalk to be placed against the curb. If the elimination of the park strip is approved by the planning commissi...
	1. Nonexistent Park Strips: Where a sidewalk exists directly adjacent to a public right of way, the front landscaping shall be a minimum of twenty feet (20') in depth.

	B. Side And Rear Yards:
	1. There shall be a minimum of five feet (5') of landscaping between parking areas and side or rear property lines (except between commercial uses where said landscaping is not visible from areas of public access) and a minimum of five feet (5') of la...
	2. Areas not visible from the street shall have one landscape area in the amount of one hundred (100) square feet for every seventy five (75) linear feet of property line not visible from the public right of way.

	C. Landscaping Within Parking Areas:
	1. Landscaping within all parking and driveway areas shall comprise a minimum five percent (5%) of the total square footage of those areas. In addition, the required front, side, and rear landscaping (parking area shall be defined to include all aspha...
	2. All traffic islands shall be landscaped and be considered as a portion of the required five percent (5%) parking lot landscaping and shall be a minimum of five feet (5') in width.
	3. Landscape planters and/or raised barrier sidewalks shall be installed along buildings (except where not visible from public access areas or loading areas) and any paved areas where visible from the street to provide safety to pedestrians, to protec...
	4. All landscaped areas abutting any paved area shall include a six inch (6") high concrete curb. Concrete bumper stops are not acceptable.
	5. At intersections of streets, driveways, sidewalks, etc., landscaping shall be limited to a height of not more than three feet (3') above street level within the area required for minimum sight distances for local roads and streets.

	D. Undeveloped Areas:
	1. All undeveloped areas shall be maintained free of weeds and trash.
	2. All expansion areas or pad sites shall be maintained with drought tolerant sodnative seed mix, mulch, or other materials as approved by the director until such time as construction is started on that building pad.

	E. Adjacent To Residential Districts: A minimum ten foot (10') width of landscaping shall be provided on an applicant's property, including a combination of trees and shrubs (evergreen and deciduous), and ground covers shall be provided to create a bu...
	F. Installation:
	1. It shall be the responsibility of the developer to grade, place topsoil, seed or sod, install automatic sprinkler irrigation systems, and properly plant trees, shrubs, and other approved plant materials.
	2. All trees planted on site less than two inch (2") caliper shall be double staked.
	3. All landscaping shall be completed in accordance with the plans submitted and approved by staff.
	a. All landscape work must be installed prior to a certificate of occupancy of the building being issued or as otherwise approved by the director as seasonal conditions may dictate.
	b. The developer shall bond for such landscape improvements as part of the private improvement bond to ensure that installations are completed as submitted and approved.


	G. Maintenance:
	1. It shall be the responsibility of the property owner to properly maintain landscaped areas in accordance with the approved site plan and landscape plan which includes watering, mowing, proper pruning, fertilizing, the removal and replacement of dea...
	2. All pruning shall be accomplished according to good horticultural standards. Trees shall be pruned to promote healthy trees and to accommodate street maintenance and garbage collection (minimum height over street 131/2 feet and over sidewalks 7 fee...
	3. Unless approval is otherwise provided by the director, trees shall be allowed to attain their normal size and shall not be severely pruned up from the ground or "hat racked" in order to permanently maintain growth at a reduced height. Pruning trees...
	4. Pruning trees for traffic safety reasons shall be reviewed and approved by the city engineer.

	H. Vegetation Removal:
	1. Once the required landscaping has been installed, it shall not be removed without the approval of the community development department.
	2. Removed vegetation shall be replaced with equal or better quality plant materials. Trees that are necessarily removed shall be replaced with trees with comparable total caliper. Street trees that are necessarily removed shall be replaced with compa...
	3. When utility connections or other disturbances are made to existing landscaped areas, the existing landscaping must be replaced to its previous condition. Other modifications of landscaped areas shall require approval by the director.

	I. Minimum Tree Size: The minimum size of all trees planted on a development site shall be as follows:
	1. Street Trees: Two inch (2") caliper minimum as measured eighteen inches (18") above grade.
	2. All Other Trees: All other trees on site, one and one-half inch (11/2") caliper minimum as measured eighteen inches (18") above grade.
	3. Evergreen Trees: Six foot (6') minimum height above grade.

	J. Tree Mix: There shall be a mix of evergreen and deciduous trees on all development sites to allow for a green winterscape. A minimum of forty percent (40%) of all trees on the proposed site shall be evergreens where found to be practical by the dir...
	K. Existing Trees:
	1. The retention of existing healthy, desirable tree species on site is strongly encouraged. Buildings and parking areas should be designed around existing trees, wherever possible.
	2. A tree survey on an existing site may be required as determined by the director.

	L. Minimum Number Of Trees: A minimum ratio of one tree per every five hundred (500) square feet of on site landscaping shall be provided on the overall site plan.
	M. Documentation To Be Submitted For Plan Approval: Except for projects within the single-family (R-1) and two-family (R-2) zoning districts, a landscape plan documentation package shall be submitted to and approved by the director prior to the issuan...
	1. Project Data Sheet: The project data sheet shall contain the following:
	a. Project name and address;
	b. Applicant name, address, and contact information;
	c. Landscape designer/landscape architect's name, address, and contact information; and Landscape contractor's name, address, and contact information.

	2. Planting Plan: A detailed planting plan drawn to scale that clearly identifies the following:
	a. Location of all plant materials, a legend with botanical and common names, and size of plant materials; Property lines and street names;
	b. Existing and proposed buildings, walls, fences, light poles, utilities, paved areas, and other site improvements; Existing trees and plant materials to be removed or retained; and
	c. Designation of landscape zones.


	A. Xeriscape:
	1. Xeriscape is encouraged in required landscape areas. A true xeriscape may include a combination of drought resistant trees, shrubs, ground covers, organic mulches, as well as some dry landscape materials.
	1. All xeriscape design and installation shall be completed by a professional landscape designer and installer certified in the design and installation of xeriscape. (Ord. 12-15, 7-11-2012)
	3. Irrigation Plan: A detailed irrigation plan shall be drawn at the same scale as the planting plan and shall include the : layout of the irrigation system and a legend summarizing the type and size of all components of the system, including manufact...


	13.25.030 TREE STEWARDSHIP:
	A. Purpose: The city prides itself on its many areas of public and private landscapes, both natural and enhanced, and recognizes the importance of trees within the community. It is declared to be a policy of the city that:
	1. City property will be landscaped to enhance the natural beauty of the city.
	2. Responsibilities of city departments be coordinated to encourage quality landscaping.
	3. Landscaped city properties be effectively managed.
	4. The city plant species of trees that are aesthetically pleasing, require less maintenance (so as to prevent damage to sidewalks and streets and reduce risks to pedestrians and motorists), work with utilities, and conserve natural resources.
	5. The street environment be made hospitable through landscaping.
	6. Residents of the city be encouraged to participate in beautification efforts through installing and maintaining quality trees and landscaping on private property.

	B. Urban Forester: The city shall designate a qualified person or entity as the city's urban forester, who shall:
	1. Be responsible for the long term management, health, maintenance, inventory, planting, and design of city trees in cooperation with the director.
	2. Foster and maintain partnerships between public and private parties for the benefit of trees.
	3. Facilitate communication, coordination, cooperation, and education for the stewardship of city and private trees.
	4. Keep abreast of new information and research in arboriculture.
	5. Train and supervise city crews or contract providers so the best methods of tree care are practiced in the community.
	6. Work with engineers, architects, and the community development department during the design phase of development.

	C. Citizen Responsibilities: Citizens/property owners, occupants, and their agents shall have the following responsibilities for the protection of trees in park strips abutting their real property except in those park strips that are maintained by the...
	1. Periodic watering and fertilization of city trees as necessary to maintain good health and vigor.
	2. Protect city trees in park strips from damage caused by lawn mowers, weed trimmers, snowblowers, and similar equipment.
	3. Protect city trees in park strips from damage caused by attachment of any items such as signs, nails, wires, ropes, and chains.
	4. The species of trees planted in the park strips should comply with the city street tree guide or otherwise approved by the director.
	5. Remove private trees or limbs that have fallen upon a city street, property, or sidewalk.
	6. Maintain ground covers except in those park strips maintained by the city.
	7. Notify the city of any hazard tree.
	8. Raking, cleanup, and properly disposing of leaves that fall from city and private trees so leaf fall does not impede the stormwater system.
	9. The city shall have no liability for the failure of any tree or landscaping installed by private parties on other than city maintained property.

	D. City Responsibilities: The city shall assume responsibility for:
	1. Tree care in city owned and operated parks, on the grounds of city buildings, and in park strips that the city administration has designated will be maintained by the city.
	2. Pruning of city trees, as necessary, after appropriate notification to property owners.
	3. Pruning of city trees in the public rights of way and utility easements.
	4. Removal of diseased or dying city trees that are beyond reclamation.
	5. Removal of city trees and/or limbs that the city determines to be a hazard after appropriate notification.
	6. Maintenance of planted areas on city property and specifically designated city rights of way.

	E. Responsibility For Correcting Private Hazard Trees: Where a hazard tree exists upon private property, the property owner and all other persons having control of the property on which such hazard tree exists shall be responsible to mitigate, abate, ...
	1. It is unlawful for any person, firm, or corporation, either as owner, agent, or occupant, to create, aid in creating, or maintain a hazard tree.
	2. If the city determines that a particular tree is a hazard tree, the city may give a written notice to the owner, occupant, or agent of any lot, building, or premises in or upon which a hazard tree is found, or to the person who may be the cause of ...
	3. Notice under this section may be served by personal service or by mailing the notice to the person, firm, or corporation by certified mail (return receipt requested), and posting a copy on the property a minimum of twenty eight (28) calendar days i...
	4. If the hazard tree is not mitigated, abated, removed, or corrected within twenty eight (28) additional calendar days after the notice is complete, the city may mitigate, abate, correct, or remove the hazard tree at the expense of such person, firm,...
	5. The city may recover the costs and expenses incurred in mitigating, abating, correcting, or removing the hazard tree, serving notice, and the costs of a lawsuit, if any.
	6. If the person, firm, or corporation disputes or denies the city's determination that the tree is a hazard tree or refuses to remove or permit removal, the city may bring an action to abate the hazard tree as a public nuisance. If the city is grante...
	7. The city, its agents, or employees, if acting in good faith, incur no liability for causing removal of a hazard tree.
	8. Notice of appeal of the city's determination that a tree is a hazard tree may be filed with the city recorder within ten (10) days of service of the notice to abate. Appeals of the urban forester's decisions shall be heard by the mayor or his desig...

	F. Protection Of City Trees:
	1. It shall be unlawful for any person to do any of the following:
	a. Construct a concrete, asphalt, brick, or gravel sidewalk within eighteen inches (18") of a city tree that damages any part (roots, crown, trunk) of the tree so as to cause injury or death to the tree.
	b. Fill up the ground area around any city tree so as to shut off air, light, or water from its roots.
	c. Pile building material, equipment, or other substance on or near a city tree so as to cause injury to the tree.
	d. Pour or spray any injurious matter on or around a city tree.
	e. Injure any city tree, tree stake, or guard with any vehicle or animal, or in any other manner causing injury to any city tree, shrub, ground cover, or lawn.
	f. Post any sign, tree stake, or guard, or by fastening any guywire, cable, or rope to any city tree, tree stake, or guard.
	g. Prune trees for commercial exposure.

	2. Any person doing construction, excavation, or demolition work in the near vicinity of a city tree shall protect the tree from injury or damage with a substantial protective barrier. Said barrier shall not be less than four feet (4') high and have a...
	3. No person shall use a city tree for any unauthorized purpose.

	G. Trees Planted In Park Strips: Trees planted in park strips or other public rights of way should be in conformance with the streetscape plan.
	H. Interference With Service: It shall be unlawful for any person to interfere with city personnel or city contractors under the direction of the city's designee in the performance of their duties.
	I. Preservation Of Trees During Development: Tree surveys must identify both city and private trees or groves of trees of at least two inch (2") caliper and shall indicate which, if any, may be preserved or relocated. Where practically possible, site ...
	J. Violation And Penalty: Any person who violates any provision of this chapter shall be guilty of an infraction. In addition to other remedies provided for herein or otherwise provided by law, if the violation of any provision of this chapter causes ...

	WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPING:
	Purpose: The city finds that it is in the public's interest to conserve public water resources and promote water efficient landscaping. The purpose of this section is to protect and enhance the community's environmental, economic, recreational, and ae...
	A. Commercial, Industrial, And Multi-Family Development:
	1. Applicability: The provisions of this subsection B shall apply to landscaping for all new and reconstructed landscaping for public agency projects, private commercial and industrial projects, developer installed landscaping in multi-family resident...
	1. Documentation To Be Submitted For Plan Approval: A landscape plan documentation package shall be submitted to and approved by the director prior to the issuance of any permit. A copy of the approved landscape plan documentation package shall be pro...
	1. Project Data Sheet: The project data sheet shall contain the following:
	a. Project name and address;
	a. Planting Plan: A detailed planting plan shall be drawn at a scale that clearly identifies the following:
	a. Location of all plant materials, a legend with botanical and common names, and size of plant materials; Property lines and street names;
	a. Existing and proposed buildings, walls, fences, light poles, utilities, paved areas, and other site improvements; Existing trees and plant materials to be removed or retained; and
	a. Designation of landscape zones.
	a. Irrigation Plan: A detailed irrigation plan shall be drawn at the same scale as the planting plan and shall contain the following information:
	a. Grading Plan: A grading plan shall be drawn at the same scale as the planting plan and shall contain the following information:
	a. Soils Report: A soils report will be required where irrigated landscaped areas consisting of grass or similar turf exceed thirty three percent (33%) of the overall landscaped area. The soils report shall describe the depth, composition, and bulk de...
	a. Irrigation Schedule: A monthly irrigation schedule shall be prepared that covers the initial ninety (90) day plant establishment period and the typical long term use period. This schedule shall consist of a table with the following information for ...

	1. Landscape Design Standards:
	a. Plant Selection: Plants selected for landscape zones shall consist of plants that are well suited to the microclimate and soil conditions at the project site. Plants with similar water needs shall be grouped together as much as possible in landscap...
	a. Mulch: After completion of all plantings, all irrigated nonturf areas shall be covered with a minimum layer of four inches (4") of mulch to retain water, inhibit weed growth, and moderate soil temperature. Nonporous material shall not be placed und...
	a. Soil Preparation: Soil preparation shall be suitable to provide healthy growing conditions for the plants and to encourage water infiltration and penetration. Soil preparation shall include scarifying the soil to a minimum depth of six inches (6") ...

	1. Irrigation Design Standards:
	a. Standards: Irrigation design standards for this title shall be as outlined in the latest version of the water retailer's standards. In addition, the following portions of this section shall also be applicable.
	a. Pressure Regulation: If using a dedicated water meter for irrigation, a pressure regulating valve shall be installed and maintained by the consumer if the static service pressure exceeds eighty (80) pounds per square inch (psi). The pressure regula...
	a. Automatic Controller: All irrigation systems shall include an electric automatic controller with multiple program and multiple repeat cycle capabilities and a flexible calendar program. All controllers shall be equipped with an automatic rain shuto...
	a. Slopes: On slopes exceeding thirty percent (30%), the irrigation system shall consist of drip emitters, bubblers, or sprinklers with a maximum precipitation rate of 0.85 inch per hour and adjusted sprinkler cycle to eliminate runoff.
	a. Similar Conditions: Each valve shall irrigate a landscape zone with similar site, slope and soil conditions, and plant materials with similar watering needs. Turf and nonturf areas shall be irrigated on separate valve(s).
	a. Drip Emitters And Bubblers: Drip emitters or a bubbler shall be provided for each tree, where practicable. Bubblers shall not exceed 1.5 gallons per minute per device. Bubblers for trees shall be placed on a separate valve unless specifically exemp...
	a. Matched Precipitation Rates: Sprinklers shall have matched precipitation rates with each control valve circuit.
	a. Elevation Differences: Check valves shall be required where elevation differences will cause low head drainage. Pressure compensating valves and sprinklers shall be required where a significant variation in water pressure will occur within the irri...
	a. Underground Placement: Drip irrigation lines shall be placed underground or otherwise permanently covered, except for drip emitters and where approved as a temporary installation. Filters and end flush valves shall be provided as necessary.
	a. Irrigation Times: Irrigation zones with overhead spray or stream sprinklers, except drip or bubbler zones, shall be designed to operate between six o'clock (6:00) P.M. and ten o'clock (10:00) A.M. to reduce water loss from wind and evaporation.
	a. Program Valves: Program valves for multiple repeat cycles where necessary to reduce runoff, particularly slopes and soils with slow infiltration rates.

	1. Plan Review, Construction Inspection, And Postconstruction Monitoring:
	a. As part of the site plan approval and building permit process, a copy of the landscape plan documentation package shall be submitted to the city for review and approval before construction begins. With the landscape plan documentation package, a co...
	a. All landscape plan documentation packages submitted must be certified by a licensed landscape architect or an approved landscape designer. The irrigation plan must be prepared by an approved irrigation designer or a landscape architect.
	a. All landscape irrigation systems shall be installed by an irrigation contractor. The person representing the contracting firm shall be a full time employee of the firm and shall be directly involved with the project including at least weekly site v...
	a. All installers, designers, and auditors shall meet state and local license, insurance, and bonding requirements and be able to show proof of such upon demand.
	a. During construction, site inspection of the landscaping may be performed by the city.
	a. Following construction and prior to the release of the bond guarantee posted for the project, an inspection shall be scheduled with the city to verify compliance with the approved landscape and irrigation plans. A certificate of substantial complet...


	A. Residential (Single-Family) Development:
	1. The provisions of this subsection C apply to landscaping for all new and reconstructed landscaping for single-family residential dwellings. This subsection C does not apply to residential developments with developer installed landscapes nor registe...
	1. Provisions For New Or Reconstructed Landscapes: A copy of the landscape education package shall be given to all new single-family homeowners by the city at the time of application for a building permit and all new or modified water account owners. ...
	a. Principals of water efficient landscape design;
	a. List of water conserving plants;
	a. List of certified landscape designers, certified irrigation system designers and suppliers, and certified landscape irrigation contractors; and
	a. Information packet about the various area demonstration gardens. (Ord. 12-15, 7-11-2012)



	13.36.20 "A" DEFINITIONS:
	ACTIVE RECREATION AREA

	13.36.90 "H" DEFINITIONS:
	HARDSCAPE

	13.36.130 "L" DEFINITIONS:
	LAWN

	13.36.170 "P" DEFINITIONS:
	PLANTING BED
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