CVRA BOARD MEETING MINUTES

February 21, 2014

Present







Excused





Loydene Berg

JoAnn Huber



Chet Loftis

Dave Fowers

Lori Maroney



Michael Madsen

Sandi Johnson

Connie Wettlaufer
Shane Minor

Gary Scheller, By Telephone


Diane Stuart





The meeting convened at 1:00 p.m. 
1.
Approval of the December 16, 2013 Meeting Minutes
A motion was made by Diane Stuart, seconded by Shane Minor, to approve the December 16, 2013 minutes.  Motion passed.  All in favor.

2.
Funding Crisis






Gary Scheller


Gary provided an update on the efforts being made to solve UOVC’s funding crisis.  He has been hard at work to secure a one-time emergency allocation from the Legislature, as well as to secure a permanent solution to the ongoing problem of the depleted Crime Victim Reparations Trust Fund.  There has been a lot of support from the Governor, representatives, senators, victim advocates, and other key state employees.   Forensic nurse examiners Susan Chasson, Dianne Fuller and Jean Lee Carver led the SANE nurses in a very successful campaign to express their concerns about UOVC’s 20% benefit reduction to the members of the Executive Office and Criminal Justice sub-committee.   
Gary was very happy to report that UOVC was granted a one-time $877,000 emergency allocation to help keep the Crime Victim Reparations program afloat until July.  CCJJ may have an additional $500,000 from unused grant funds that could also be moved to the Trust Fund.   


There is a building block included in the Governor’s budget that would move the funding of CCJJ’s administrative costs from the CVR Trust Fund to the General Fund.  This would provide an ongoing permanent solution to UOVC’s funding crisis.  The budget needs approval from the Executive Office and Criminal Justice sub-committee before it moves to the Executive Appropriation Committee and then on to the House and Senate for approval.   Gary and Ron Gordon are confident that the building block will be approved and CCJJ funding will go back into the General Fund.  
Gary told the Board that he does not see any need to continue with the 20% reduction.  The $877,000, along with expected surcharge money and the VOCA grant funds, will see the program through to July.  The nurse examiners are getting paid 80% and are paying for a lot of supplies and expenses out-of-pocket.  They pay for supplies and bill us their costs.  Based on that alone, Gary felt very strongly it was important to remove the Emergency Rule as soon as possible. A motion was made by Diane Stuart, seconded by Dave Fowers, to lift the 20% reduction effective February 24, 2014.  Motion passed.  All in favor.

Sandi Johnson asked a question regarding the funding of the V.I.N.E. program.  She has heard a lot of concern from the people who use the V.I.N.E. system.  Gary said they are working on transitioning V.I.N.E. over to a multiagency partnership.  Commitments have been made by the Attorney General’s Office, Workforce Services, the Department of Public Safety, the Department of Corrections and UOVC to support the V.I.N.E. program financially and administratively.  After the session, all the key players, along with Representative Wilson, will get together to discuss the details and draft a Memorandum of Agreement for user agencies.  

The Board discussed the policy of extending claims beyond the three year award limit.  The current policy in place is to not grant any extensions to claims that had reached the three year maximum.  A motion was made by Diane Stuart, seconded by Dave Fowers, that the Board instruct the office to reinstate the consideration of extensions beyond the three years allowed as soon as the Governor signs UOVC’s funding bill transitioning CCJJ to the General Fund and out of the Victim Reparations Trust Fund and UOVC is fully funded.  Motion passed.  All in favor.
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It was decided that 20% reductions already made to existing claims would remain at the amount already paid.  Surgeries preauthorized at an amount agreed upon by the provider would remain at that amount.  If a victim receives a bill for a claim that was processed after the 20% reduction was lifted, UOVC would pay that amount also.
When a bill for services is received on a claim where the Mental Health Treatment Plan was approved at the 20% reduction rate, the Claims Analyst will send a new approval letter to the provider indicating that the 20% reduction has been removed and UOVC will pay at the full amount from that point forward.
The next meeting will be held on March 20, 2014.
The meeting was adjourned.
