Utah County Academy of Sciences
Board Meeting Minutes
Tuesday, December 15th, 2009
At UVU Education Building Room 101a


3:02 pm

Attending Board Members:  David Trevino, David Palica, Ernie Carey, Jared Ferguson, Ann Woolley
Not Attending Board Members:  Dawn Duran, Richard Allred, Sam Jarman, Scott Wilson
UCAS Staff Attending:  Clark Baron, Carl Nielson, Bob Howard, Anna Trevino, Sandra Fitzgerald
Visitors:  UCAS Student Addison Moyer, and his parents Mr. and Mrs. Moyer.  
A.  Preliminary Activities
1.  David Trevino welcomed everyone.  Ann Woolley led the opening remarks.  
2.  Bob Howard led the group in the Pledge of Allegiance.  
3.  No public Input.
Jared Ferguson arrived at 3:05pm.  David Trevino decided to begin with items for discussion until a Board majority arrived in attendance.  
C.  Items for Board Discussion
1.  Bob Howard reviewed upcoming student activities.  On 12/16 UCAS will hold a choir concert in the Activity Center.  Ann Woolley didn’t know UCAS had a choir!  Anna explained that the choir is held as an Advisory class.  UCAS will serve hot chocolate and donuts to students on 12/16.  On 12/17 UCAS will hold a Spanish Fiesta dinner for UCAS Spanish students and their parents in the Activity Center.  On 12/18 there will be a Holiday Dance from 8-11pm in the Activity Center.  Ernie Carey arrived at 3:07pm.  
2.  Anna Trevino presented the proposed calendar for the 2010-2011 school year.  UCAS teachers have voted on variations of the calendar and this is the one that they have chosen.  This calendar has the required 180 school days.  This calendar is also close to Nebo, Provo, and Alpine District’s breaks.  This calendar is presented this month and to be voted on in next month’s board meeting.  Ann Woolley pointed out that the Board has traditionally agreed with the teacher’s choice.
3.  Carl Nielson discussed UCAS Board Member terms.  There are two Board Members that are due to be replaced in 2010 – Dawn Duran and David Palica.  David Palica wishes to continue serving on the Board and so does Dawn Duran.  Clark Baron indicated that he will have a letter sent home to students to see if there is any parent interest in serving on the UCAS Board of Trustees.  After any parent response, then there will be a need for a vote and the results will be presented in the January Board meeting.  

B.  Items for Board Action
1.  No changes or questions to the November Board meeting minutes.  David Palica made a motion to approve the minutes as presented.  2nd by Jared Ferguson.  Unanimously approved.
2.  Clark Baron reviewed the financial expenses.  UCAS received $20,000 from the Utah Partnership and Board of Regents.  UCAS will need to track use of this money and account to them how it is spent.  Salaries and benefit amounts are where we expect them to be.  UCAS is still selling old textbooks.  UCAS has paid UVU for the first semester tuition - $198,000 has been spent and receipted.  David Trevino asked why UCAS received more from the state this month than in previous months.  Clark replied that this month is the first month that reflects the state’s use of our October 1st student count in their funding.  Some additional allotment funds rely on the UCA report being submitted (which UCAS did submit).  Now UCAS can request those additional funds.  The PTIF has since been separated into several accounts since this report was generated.  Details of those separate accounts will be reflected in next month’s paperwork.  No additional questions.  Ann Woolley made a motion to approve the finances as presented.  2nd by David Palica.  Unanimously approved.  
3.  Clark Baron then discussed the confidential memo of the proposed expulsion of a UCAS student.  This was a Level 3 safe school violation which mandates a 10 day suspension of a student.  It is proposed that the student is expelled so that the student can go on to another district to attend an alternative program.  Suspension of the student was extended until the UCAS Board met today.  During this student’s expulsion, UCAS will monitor to see if services are being provided.  David Trevino asked if an expulsion gives a student more options than a suspension.  Clark replied that he had talked with Nebo and Alpine Districts and both have expulsion policies.  Clark urged the Board to remember that the student is a minor and this group cannot go into details of the situation.  Ann Woolley asked if the student would return to their home district.  Clark replied that the district is in control as to where the student is placed but the parents may be responsible for the costs.  Ann Woolley asked if this is more involved than high school credit – is college credit at risk too?  Clark assured her that only high school credits are being sought for the student now.  Ann relied that she didn’t like the idea of a student without options.  Clark added that if it is a long term suspension then the student could only do Electronic High School.  Ann Woolley then asked about rehabilitation for the student.  Carl answered that rehabilitation can be a court or a district mandated requirement.  Clark said that is why UCAS would like to monitor the student.  Given these circumstances, the student is given no choice and cannot be at UCAS since we are on UVU campus.  Ann Woolley asked if the sanctions are only for a year.  Ernie Carey answered that each case is reviewed on an individual basis.  Clark added that the student is a junior.  He really wants the student to graduate and is waiting to see what happens in the next while.  He is requesting as Principal that the UCAS Board approve expulsion of the student indefinitely with monitoring.  Ann Woolley asked if the courts were involved and will there be recourse with the courts.  Carl Nielson added that an indefinite expulsion sounds worse than an expulsion for a set period of time.  Carl added that if he was working at a district office, he would question a student who arrived with an indefinite expulsion.  Clark answered that each district seems to define the term of expulsion in a different way.  Provo District does not expel students at all but will suspend them.  Nebo District expels for up to 12 months at a time. Districts do look at the length of an expulsion for a student.  Should a letter accompany the expulsion so it explains the terms?  Mother of the student made a comment.  She said that their lawyer is trying to get the charges against the student commuted to misdemeanors.  Ann Woolley asked if the expulsion would be immediate or by the end of the semester.  The expulsion would be immediate.  Clark said that this can come back to the UCAS Board at any time for review of the expulsion.  Ernie Carey made a motion for an indefinite expulsion from UCAS as long as justification is explained in a Principal’s letter and what it means.  2nd by David Palica.  Unanimously approved. 
Ann Woolley made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  2nd by Jared Ferguson.  Unanimously approved.  Meeting ended at 3:49pm.
 

