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KANARRAVILLE TOWN CORPORATION
40 South Main Street, HC 65 Box 148
Kanarraville UT 84742
(435) 867-1852

March 2, 2023
Town Board Meeting
MINUTES

Guests Present: David Ence, Patti and Layne Morris, Leslie D. Cuiba, Craig Thieding, Brad and Gen Phelps, Kassie Pebworth, Craig Reid with Rocky Mtn Power, Dean and Dayne Regouski, Blaine and Carol Byers

1. Call to Order: Mayor Betty Gould

2. Pledge of Allegiance: David Ence

3. Roll Call:
	Brandon Jonsson:	Here
	Tyler Allred		Here
	Betty Gould		Here
	Stoney Shugart	Here
	Mike Humes		Here

4. Disclosures and Declarations of Conflict of Interest: Councilor Jonsson said he has a conflict of interest with Agenda Item 11(a).

5. Public Hearing on Iron County Septic Study: Mayor Gould asked Councilor Jonsson to review the Iron County Septic Study. Jonsson said Iron County conducted a survey on the nitrate levels in our groundwater. The nitrate levels for our study area were averaged to 1.5. The county is proposing to allow the nitrate level to get as high as 3.5 to allow for additional building in the study area. He is not clear on exactly how many additional lots that will allow for. The water flow in town is 5.37, at the bottom of the study area the water flow is .08. The established nitrate level will determine future annexation, building, and lot splits. Currently the county has a ban on lot splits.

Mayor Gould said nitrate levels measure contamination in our ground water and soil. The goal is clean drinking water. If the nitrate level gets to a 10, the water would be deemed undrinkable. The goal is to balance future building/allowed septics with keeping the nitrate level as low as possible. Councilor Jonsson said if we go with the county’s recommendation and bump the nitrate level up to 3.5, that would allow 117 additional septic tanks in our study area.

Councilor Allred said the county is also suggesting the creation of a Sewer District Board that would include the area from Paragonah down the county line to our valley. If we were to hook onto a sewer system, there would be no limit to future growth. This would be 10-15 years into the future. The cost for that would be approximately $100 million to start plus the additional cost of hooking on.

Mayor Gould opened the meeting for public comment. She asked everyone to keep their comments to 3 minutes or under and come to the podium to address the Board.

Blaine Byers - He’s concerned about the expense, raise in taxes, and construction associated with a sewer system. He’s in support of annexing to create a buffer zone around the town. Councilor Jonsson talked about the acre sizes around the outside of town. Councilor Allred talked about the potential area and cost of a sewer system to the town.

Bob Griese - He said if it’s not broke, don’t fix it. He would like to see everything stay as it is. Grant money comes from somewhere, it’s not free money. Councilor Allred said this is coming down from the state. Councilor Jonsson said the nitrate level is for the whole study area, not just our community.

Johns Williams - He asked if his lot is already split can he still put a septic on there. Councilor Allred said “Yes” if the lot is already split. Councilor Jonsson said he might have to put the specialized septic on there that reduces nitrates. It costs about $100,000, and requires testing twice a year. The Health Department will make those decisions.

Brad Phelps - He would like to see the groundwater protected and control growth other ways. He recommended staying ahead of the curve and consider joining the proposed sewer district. Councilor Allred said the county already agreed to letting us have a representative in the proposed sewer district.

Cassie Pebworth - She asked the Board what the town’s options were. Mayor Gould said if we want to keep the nitrate level at 1.51, we would keep things the way they are – with no more building. Councilor Jonsson said those were the county’s recommendations, but the town could do whatever they want. He reiterated that there is a current moratorium on lots splits. Pebworth asked what exactly they were voting on today. Councilor Jonsson said they would be voting on whether the town would like to move forward with the county’s recommendation or do something different.

Mayor Gould asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing on the Iron County Septic Study. Councilor Allred made the motion, Councilor Jonsson seconded, and all were in favor.

6. Approval of Minutes: Mayor Gould asked for a motion to approve the February 9, 2023 Minutes. Councilor Allred made the motion, Councilor Jonsson seconded, and all were in favor.

7. Officer/Member Reports:
	(a) Brandon Jonsson: Water is good. The cover was put on the transfer switch at the new well. We are waiting on SCADA to be hooked up, but that has nothing to do with the construction of the new well. Jonsson recommended waiting on paying the retainage until the well has been tested. Jonsson reported that our Water Department does test the town’s water sources once a year for nitrates. Heidi Loveland said according to the reports from Chem Tech Ford, the nitrate levels have been lower the last few years than the 1.51 average from our study area reported from the Utah Geological Survey recently.
	(b) Tyler Allred: Read an email from George Colson with Iron County Emergency Management regarding high water and potential flooding. Colson asked for a point of contact for the town. He also inquired if we had enough sand and sandbags. Allred reported that he had 4,000 sandbags at the fire station, and 2 loads of sand at the Transfer Station. The county is asking what equipment we have and if it’s sufficient, and what else we need. They asked if our culverts were clean and retention ponds sufficient. Has the town identified infrastructure that might be vulnerable to flooding. Allred suggested forming a coalition to help with identifying those homes/properties vulnerable to flooding, filling sandbags, etc.
		Councilor Shugart made a motion to add “Flood Management Coalition” to the April Town Board Agenda. Councilor Jonsson seconded the motion, and all were in favor.
(c) Heidi Loveland – Budget and Expenditures: Councilor Jonsson made a motion to approve the February budget and expenditures, Councilor Shugart seconded the motion, and all were in favor.
Easement Issues: Heidi Loveland said the Water Department reported they are having trouble with residents parking on top of their meters. The new transmitters will not send signals through cars/trailers. They also have had two damaged transmitters. One was accidentally hit by Tom Talbot (Maintenance), the other one was destroyed while a resident was plowing snow. Patti needs to know if the resident needs to pay for that? Or if the town will be eating the cost. Loveland asked if the Board would like to see these items on a future Agenda. Councilor Jonsson made a motion to put the easement issues on the Agenda for April. Councilor Allred seconded the motion, and all were in favor. 
Landscape Rebate Program: Heidi Loveland said she received a letter from the Department of Natural Resources regarding the Landscape Rebate Program. If the town is interested in signing up for this program, residents would be eligible to be paid a certain amount per square foot to rip out their current landscape, and replace it with something more drought tolerant. Loveland asked the Board if they were interested in hearing more about this program to make a motion. No motions were made - this will not be added a future Agenda.
Town Hall Drinking Fountain: Heidi Loveland asked said Councilor Jonsson had helped her obtain a couple of bids for a new drinking fountain for Town Hall. Councilor Jonsson said both bids came in around $1,300-$2,300. Loveland said the current drinking fountain works, but won’t chill the water. No motions were made – this will not be added to a future Agenda.
(d) Holly Hadley – Kanarra Falls: Holly Hadley reported that they would be delaying the opening of the kiosk for a couple of days due to snow, but they would still be opening the kiosk in March. The website is doing well, and the ladder was still good. Hadley attended a workshop about potential grant funding. She would like to present more information at the April meeting. Councilor Shugart made a motion to add this item to the April Agenda. Councilor Humes seconded, and all were in favor.

8. Standing Committee Reports. Nothing to report.

9. Public Forum: David Ence offered to be a temporary librarian. He proposed to open the library during the Open House to receive feedback, and test interest by having it open for 3 months. Mayor Gould and the Board agreed it was a good idea. Brad Phelps found some replacement steps for the town slide. With the Board’s permission, he would like to purchase those and be reimbursed. It would be $144 for the two steps. The Board told Brad to go ahead and purchase the steps and turn in his receipt. Brad offered to install the steps. Heidi Loveland said that they could ask John Batty to install them as well.

10. Old Business:
	(a) Town Board Recommended Nitrate Level – Iron County Septic Study: Councilor Jonsson said he doesn’t believe the Board should limit what can be built and/or split in town. The nitrate levels in town have been dropping, not raising. Our study area includes the big subdivision going in down south. He believes that really alters the numbers. Jonsson believes this is the right thing to protect town interests. Councilor Shugart said he’s going off the data, and our testing shows that our nitrate levels have gone down. He feels it’s unjustified to limit the lot sizes in town. Councilor Humes agreed with Jonsson and Shugart. Councilor Allred agreed, but recommended that the town appoint a representative to go to all the future Sewer District meetings. He wants to be informed on what’s going on. Mayor Gould suggested testing for nitrates twice a year. Councilor Allred suggested testing every Spring and Fall. Mayor Gould said whatever we decide now will affect those living downstream. Councilor Shugart said it would be a good idea to start saving for a sewer system in the future. Councilor Jonsson agreed with Shugart. He thinks it would be wise to start planning that way for the future.

Councilor Shugart made the motion to allow Kanarraville to build and/or split in town according to current ordinances. They would like to be involved in future discussions about forming a sewer district for the area, provide a town representative to attend those meetings, and test the town nitrate levels twice a year. Councilor Jonsson seconded the motion, and all were in favor.

11. New Business:
	(a) Brandon Jonsson – Accessory Building at 364 N 325 E: Brandon Jonsson is putting an accessory building behind his garage. It meets all the setback requirements. He reviewed the building size and setbacks with the Board. Councilor Allred made a motion approve his accessory building. Councilor Shugart seconded, and all were in favor.
	(b) Craig Reed with Rocky Mtn Power – Utility Easement: Craig Reed with Rocky Mtn Power asked for a utility easement across the front of the Kanarraville Cemetery. It would be an underground easement that would tie into the line across the freeway. The Board reviewed the map from Craig Reed. It would be a 15’ underground easement between the cemetery fence and the road. Councilor Allred asked if the town got a free hookup. Reed said he will be putting in a ground sleeve there in case the town would like to put in lights at the cemetery in the future.
Councilor Allred made a motion to approve an easement from the east corner of the cemetery to the west corner. Councilor Jonsson seconded the motion, and all were in favor. Heidi Loveland asked when this project would start. Reed said in about a month, one day on town property, and would be approximately 1 week long.
	(c) Holly Hadley Raise from $18-$20: Councilor Humes said this raise is part of her contractual agreement. Mayor Gould said she’s done a great job and asked for a motion. Councilor Humes motioned to approve the raise for Holly Hadley. Councilor Allred seconded the motion, and all were in favor.
	(d) New Well Final Bill – Release Retainage: Heidi Loveland said the well is finished and we need final approval. We are suggesting a test where the well is turned on and run for a while to make sure everything is working okay. We would like Jay Rhodes, John Batty, Brandon Jonsson, and Justin Christensen from Ensign Engineering be present. The Board can make a motion now to approve this course of action so we don’t have to wait for the next meeting. Loveland said we should be received a few more bills. One from Ensign, one from the contractor who installed the cover, and one for the retainage. Councilor Jonsson doesn’t want to make any subcontractors wait for payment. They should be approved ASAP, but suggested waiting on paying Ensign and releasing the retainage until everything has been approved and finalized. Mayor Gould asked for a motion to that affect. Councilor Jonsson made a motion to pay any subcontractors for their finalized work, but not pay the retainage to KP, or Ensign’s final bill until the new well has been started up and approved as completed. Councilor Shugart seconded the motion, and all were in favor.
	(e) Fix Library Door: Heidi Loveland presented the bids to the Board. There are two bids. First $1,021 for a solid steel door – no glass, and the second was for $410 – for glass replacement on the current door. Loveland said if the Board decides to go with the metal door you would lose a lot of light to the library. If the Board decides to go with the glass door, we could speak to the maintenance guys about a plan to prevent rocks hitting that door when mowing/trimming. Mayor Gould suggested some kind of door cover/canvas cover for the door. David Ence suggested the glass door – he would like the light. Councilor Allred is okay with replacing the door, but he would prefer a metal door to prevent further breakage. Councilor Shugart prefers the glass door to let in the light. Councilor Shugart made a motion to approve replacing the glass on the door for $410. Councilor Jonsson seconded the motion, all but one Board member was in favor. Councilor Allred opposed.
	(f) Budget Discussion (Capital Projects and Community Events): Heidi Loveland said she needs to start the Budget discussion. Councilor Humes would also like to discuss the Fourth of July. Loveland reviewed the Capital Projects list: (1) Fire Station/Town Hall – current goal, to save $100,000 a year, (2) Cobble Crest renovations, (3) Sewer System (Enterprise Fund) – save money every year towards this future project, or (4) BLM land by the Transfer Station/Ballfield. Holly Hadley will talk about this at next month’s meeting. She will present information on available grant money through the county and state where the town only needs to put up 20% matching (money/time). Loveland said the grant money cannot be used towards the Cobble Crest because these are “Open Space” grants. This grant fund money can be used to turn the property by the Transfer Station into whatever the town would like. Any grant money we get would be for next budget year, but you might want to start saving the 20% now. Loveland reviewed some of the items that will need to be budgeted for this year. John Batty requested a new snow plow (current one is too heavy, ruins the roads). Councilor Allred suggested contacting Bruce Anderson at the county roads department to see how much one would cost and what they use. Batty is currently using the side by side a lot. It’s starting to show a lot of wear and tear because its not designed to be a heavy snow plow. Councilor Allred said there is a snow removal attachment for the backhoe we could check into as well. Councilor Shugart said there are options for the John Deere tractor as well. Councilor Jonsson asked if we use the one we have now. Councilor Allred said that hasn’t been used for 4-5 years because the feet on the bottom wore off and it digs into the chip seal of the roads.
Councilor Humes reviewed the Fourth of July handout. He’s hoping to recoup some of the costs by selling the t-shirts. The breakfast is free – courtesy of Garth Carter. The 80’s band that performs during lunch is $750 this year. This cost involves using their better sound system. The donation to the Historical Society is for their help at the 4th and they spend that money on future activities and town beautification. He would like to continue the fund raiser lunch with the fire department. After all anticipated return revenues, the total cost for the event should be under $10,000. Theme is “Party Like its 1776”. Councilor Allred said the 4th of July is on a Tuesday this year. That usually means the amount of people is down 150-200. Mayor Gould suggested bringing back the car show. Councilor Shugart made a motion to put the 4th of July back on April’s Agenda. Councilor Allred seconded, and all were in favor. Councilor Humes asked if there were any concerns or points of discussion he can prepare for next month’s meeting. Councilor Shugart said the cost was his biggest concern. He suggested an entrance fee for the fun run/walk. Shugart suggested a set amount/budget that’s spent on the 4th of July every year. Councilor Jonsson also expressed his concern about cost. He knows t-shirts are important, but he would like to see us sell the shirts for what it cost to make them. Councilor Jonsson asked about the sound system. Councilor Allred said it’s 15-16 years old. Councilor Shugart said he bought the new one 8 years ago and has blue tooth. But there’s only 2 speakers. For a big crowd, it might not be enough. Loveland reviewed the rest of the Budget handout. Loveland said she would like to review our Accounting/Audit budget. It’s three times more than it used to be. Loveland suggested going back to AUP’s if possible. Joe Williams prefers audits. Often the town is now in a larger income bracket and full audits are required. Full audits require more accountant and clerk time, and the audit costs more. We are 3 months overdue on last year’s audit.
Heidi Loveland asked the Board to come next month with proposed projects/budgets for their departments. Councilor Allred suggested purchasing a used road grader that can also be used as a snow plow. Allred suggested using the $50,000 we don’t need to put towards the Water Department next year for new equipment.

12. Announcement: None.

13. Closed Meeting: None.

14. Adjourn: Mayor Gould asked for a motion to adjourn. Councilor Allred made the motion, Councilor Jonsson seconded, and all were in favor.

Meeting adjourned approximately 8:35 pm.

Submitted by:


Heidi Loveland
Kanarraville Town Clerk
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