[bookmark: _Hlk90997259]Loa Town & Waterworks
80 West Center ~ P.O. Box 183 ~ Loa, UT  84747
Phone 435.836.2160 ~ Fax 435.836.2266
Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian






Loa Town & Waterworks Council Meeting                                   March 16, 2023

[bookmark: _Hlk29388682]Mayor Grundy opens the meeting. Town board members present: Chris Olsen is present, Bart Brian is present, Don Bone is present, Ryan Rees is present, Michelle Brian is present, Jeanette Taylor is present, Matt Morgan is absent. 

Visitors: Roger Brian (Wayne Co. Commissioner)

Arsenic results: blend is .0101, well #2 was .0097, well #3 was .0099

Business Items:

Matt is absent but he left his notes from things he has done this last month for Michelle to share. The mayor said he knows that the tank project showed the wrong depths for the tanks so the ladders Jackson’s ordered for them were too short. They had to order another section of ladder to install, this would be a change order of about $3600 for the error. 

From Matt: Jackson’s is done with the parts at the water tank. They need to do some cleanup on top of the tank and water samples from the tank will be submitted next Monday. Sunrise Engineering and John Chartier (Division of Drinking Water) will do a project walk through, sometime next week also. Matt received parts for the broken hydrant at the Double Decker. He will get that fixed. Sunrise would like to start an inventory list with him for the new lead/copper rule with state. They would figure out a time and come go over things with him. Matt was unable to meet with Brandon (Division of Drinking Water) at the water convention to go over data from last year. He was booked with other towns and cities. Matt will set up a time and get data collected for that over the next couple weeks. The street signs and posts have finally arrived so as soon as it is warm enough, he will start putting them back in. He burned the trash pile at the cemetery and picked up all the limbs out of the town rights-of-way across from the post office and outside of Michael Blackburn’s sheep pasture. That is all he has for the board right now. If the board has any concerns or jobs for him, please relay that to Michelle and she will let him know. 


Mayor Grundy asks for motion to approve February minutes. Chris motions to accept the February minutes. Ryan seconds the minutes for February. All others voted in favor. Motion carries. 

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable for March, Bart motions to approve the accounts payable for March. Don seconds the motion to approve the accounts payable for March. All others voted in favor. Motion carries. 

Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits, and delinquent water lists are all approved by signature of all town board members. Michelle also has them make sure all the checks written match the reconciliation’s as well.

Roger Brian (Wayne Co. Commissioner) says there are a couple of things or three things that he has for them. He said they are busting at the seams at the courthouse, so the Sheriff’s Department came to them and they want to take over the Loa Civic Center. They would put some partitions in there and make it their office. Roger personally isn’t completely convinced that this is a good idea, but that is an option that they presented to the commissioners. Roger said he felt that he should come to talk to the town, in the event, that they did move them over there. They will vote on it on Monday. Chris Olsen asks a question; can you tell me is the civic center building all on county property? She also asked Roger about parking and how they were planning on parking them all? He said that is partly why he came tonight as well. That was his next section of items he brought to discuss. Roger said if they make the move then yes, the parking will have to be out on the town rights-of-way. There isn’t anywhere else to park. That is his second reason for coming to see how they felt about that and if they had anything they wanted to say about it. In the process of going over property and the building with Colleen, they discovered some things that the town may not be aware of. In 1959, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints deeded this lot to Loa Town. At the same time, Loa Town deeded the .096 acres to the Wayne Riders or Riding Club, they also deeded some to the DUP. So, part of the old fire house and part of the parking lot are actually still owned by the DUP. Somewhere down the line it wasn’t given back to Loa Town. The church ended up giving the DUP the bishop’s storehouse, but the DUP didn’t give the part of the lot back to Loa Town like they maybe thought. That was in 1975 or 1976. He suggested they get with Colleen and find out how to get that fixed. No one knows if there was an old building there before the firehouse or not. They are guessing maybe there was, but they aren’t sure. Back to the civic center history, in 1975, the Wayne Riders deeded the .096 acres back to Loa Town who in turn, turned around and deeded it to Wayne County. It is 56’x75’ on the recorded deed that the county owns. Roger gave copies of the plat map to show the actual measurements. This will be attached to the minutes and the recording of the deed from the town to the county for that. The building is 72’x72’ so it is encroaching on Loa Town property about 16’ to the north plus the frontage on the south of the building. Ryan said plus the septic and leach lines must be on Loa’s property as well. Roger says yes that would also be true. Ryan said, well then the county would need quite a bit of the town’s property deeded over to them to even make it work, so that the town didn’t own any of the building and to get septic off their land too. Roger says I think the septic issue is something they probably have all over town. Leach lines run onto other properties often. That doesn’t make it right or good, but there are probably many people that have leach lines on other people’s property. Roger said after the fiasco that the county had with the school district and the swimming pool, they don’t want to have the same miscommunication happen. They want to fix this. They either want to have a lease with the town for the land that the building sits on or an agreement that they both can live with and see what the town had suggestions for. In 1975 when the building was built the fact that it was partly on Loa Town property even before they added on to it wasn’t really a factor. Everyone just agreed to it not thinking about the long-term effects of having the building owned by one entity and then the land owned by another entity. As long as it was helping the community and being used for the community to meet and gather then there was not a problem. So now we come to today and things have changed. The county obviously needs to do something to accommodate the growing issue in their building but moving the police to the civic center does change the reason the building was built for in the first place. Roger says currently the building has enough room width wise but not the frontage or the back of the building. The building was built before all the planning and zoning, and it has been fine because it was grandfathered in but if the county changes use or wants to sell it then the only way for that to happen is if the town sells them enough land to make it sit on ½ acre lot. Ryan said the only the way to correct this whole thing would be to sell them the land, but that would mean the town would be losing a lot of the park. Chris said they need to have enough land for parking too. It’s on a corner lot and having vehicles parking there all the time would be potentially dangerous. The police and EMS have extra vehicles that they leave parked 24/7 so it’s not like it is now where people are there for a short time and then gone. That will make a difference. Roger said they would probably have to leave the vehicles they aren’t using often at the courthouse like they have now. Bart said it definitely makes a difference when vehicles are moving in and out all-day vs parked indefinitely. There isn’t as much room in front of the civic center for parking as they have at the courthouse, so they’d have to use around the building too. The mayor said there are a lot of people in the community that like to use it and rent it. This change will upset a lot of people. Roger can see the problems with it and isn’t completely on board, he’d still like to look at some other options, but this is what they are talking about and he felt it was important to bring the town board. Chris asks what they are doing with Rue’s? He said the cottage is being used for 4H and for mental health office. Rue’s has been gutted and needs a lot of money to fix it up. They don’t even have the meter anymore, they turned it back over to the town. He would like to see it torn down, but not sure what will happen. Roger said they are supposed to vote on Monday on the move. Michelle asked, do you vote to make the move without the town’s say?  He said no the town can voice their concerns that is why he is here now. He said what the town says can weigh in on the vote for sure. Ryan said do we need to be to the meeting Monday? Roger said that would be great if anyone can. Roger said I just want us to be good neighbors and get along like they did in the old days. We need to work together. Michelle asks if this is a long-term change or short-term change? He said, well that all depends on when we can get funded for a new courthouse. It may be more long term. It could be 5 years at the least but probably much longer. Roger asks them, what are your thoughts about it? The mayor said he thinks it’s a bad idea. Bart said it sounds to me like the county is either going to have to buy the ground from Loa or Loa will have to buy the building. It won’t work otherwise. Bart said the town isn’t just going to give that land to them though. Ryan said we either need to own it or the county needs to own it, but he’s not sure he would be in favor of selling the land. Bart said as a community center it is fine to leave it alone like it has been for years but turning it into a police station then that changes things and the town either needs to own it or the county owns it. The mayor says the building is one thing, but the parking is another. Chris said yeah, the parking bothers me too. She said if it becomes a police station then the parking needs to be on their own property for safety. Every new business that comes in must abide by those rules and have parking on their own land, so this should be no different. Bart said he feels like if we allow it then they will just keep encroaching on Loa Town. He said right now we aren’t even a part of the fire district and yet we have an old truck of Teasdale’s parked over here on our property. That is a county truck not a Loa Town truck, so why did they just move it here? The same thing will probably happen by doing a lease or just letting them come over. It just won’t end well. Ryan said it would just solve a lot of issues if Loa Town just owned the building. Michelle asked if they could move the sheriff’s office to the Bicknell community center? Roger said no they must stay in the county seat of Loa. Roger said they talked about the county road shed as a possible place, because they have money in that department that they could maybe build something for them. Roger just said they don’t have a lot of money to renovate a lot though. He said we have a few options one; do nothing and just keep existing the way we have, two move over here, the 3rd option is to move 4H and USU extension to the cottage house and free up those offices for the sheriff's office to use. It wouldn’t give them quite the room they need, but it would be better than nothing. Rue’s would be too expensive to fix. There really isn’t an easy fix for the problem. Michelle asks so what do you want from the town for the commissioner meeting on Monday? A letter of the concerns? Will that change the outcome? If the town is against the move right now, then Roger said they would need to table it until they can talk more with the town. The board all agreed that until they have more conversations that the commissioners shouldn’t make any decisions to move. Too much needs to be resolved between both parties first before anything should happen. Ryan said, what do we do now? The mayor asks if anyone wants to make a motion that things need to be settled on the ground and building before the county moves the sheriff’s dept. over to the civic center. Ryan motions that the town would like the county to have legal matters pertaining to the ownership of land and building taken care of with the town prior to the commissioners moving the sheriff’s dept. to the civic center. Bart seconds the motion that the town would like the county to have legal matters pertaining to the ownership of the land and building taken care of with the town prior to moving the sheriff’s dept. to the civic center. All others vote in favor of the motion. Motion carries. Michelle will draft up a letter based from their conversation tonight to send with Roger to the commissioner meeting on Monday. She will send them all the letter addressing their concerns prior to submission for their approval. The board all agrees to that. 

Michelle did bring up the EMS Draft agreement that she had received for the board to discuss and it would be good to discuss with Commissioner Brian being present for any questions. She sent them all to them prior to meeting so hopefully they have had time to read over it. She asked Commissioner Brian if he wanted to explain it. He said there was a bill that was passed years ago that each municipality was to provide their own EMS services or pay to a private company or county to provide those services. Roger said they turned to Six County to help figure out the amounts that each municipality would need to pay depending on the number of callouts for each one. The amount may change every year depending on the number of calls. This is a draft copy right now that they want the towns to look over and see if they had any questions or concerns. This basically said that town agrees to have the county provide them with EMS Services. The mayor said he thought Loa’s cost was $8,000 based on the calls. Commissioner Brian knew it was close to $10,000 but couldn’t remember the exact amount. The amount isn’t shown in the agreement because it will vary. The mayor looked up the amounts and it was $11,043 for Loa Town so he was off. Hanksville was the highest due to the calls. The town knows they can’t afford to do their own so they will need to budget it in. Roger said this is just a draft so no formal decisions need to be made on it now. They will receive the actual agreement in the future. He said they can have their attorney look at it too if they want. They will wait to make any motions and sign the agreement until it is no longer a draft. Commissioner Brian thanks them for hearing him out and hopes they can continue working well together in the future. 

Michelle informed the board that the land use attorney called several salvage companies to see if they would come pick up the vehicles from Rob’s. Unfortunately, she didn’t get any more traction than Michelle and Jeanette had when they called some. No one wants to touch the stuff with all the legalities of it. She believes at this point that the town’s best course of action will be to take a civil lawsuit out against him. However, she feels that she does not have enough experience in that kind of lawsuit to feel comfortable representing Loa. She has spoken with some other attorney’s that she works with and an attorney that works for Delta city said he would be willing to help us. She would hand everything that she has done for us over to him and not charge us for her time because she feels bad that she wasn’t able to resolve the issue for the town. This attorney for Delta is willing to help but does say that it may get spendy for the town to get it resolved, maybe upwards of $5000. He asked Michelle if she thought Rob would hire an attorney. She said she didn’t think he had the money to do that so she was doubtful that he would. He has seen the pics of Rob’s place and was shocked at the number of vehicles he had there. He has never seen something quite like that. He wanted Michelle to send him all the town’s ordinances and he would do some investigating and get back to her. At this point they all feel like this has gone on for a year already so there is no turning back now or enforcement of any of our ordinances won’t be able to happen. The mayor asked if we could use the Wayne County court? Michelle said Elise wasn’t sure possibly through Sevier if Wayne doesn’t do civil court cases. Don said he thought it would go through the court here if its something that is filed. That would be some things Michelle would need to find out from the new attorney. 

Michelle had sent them all annexation “draft” agreement that Shay, the attorney, and Sunrise have all worked together on. This agreement would be for the Leavitt’s to agree to when then submit their petition to annex. She wants them to make sure they are very familiar with it and if they need to make changes now would be the time. Shay can come on Monday afternoon at 3 pm for those that can make it. He will go over everything and they can discuss the subdivision as well. The mayor said he would be gone. Chris and Don thought they could make it. 

Chris said she went to the fire district meeting that Commissioner Blackburn asked them all to go to. It was short notice so she was the only one that could attend. She said she told them that there were things that they objected to and that is why they sent them the email with the changes to the agreement that they wanted before they signed. Bart said they need to come to our meeting and discuss this with the whole board. If they want the entire board to be there then they should make the effort to come to our monthly meetings and discuss it. The board cannot make decisions at meetings that they attend at the county building, so they need to come to a public town board meeting if they want the town board to discuss the fire district agreement. The mayor said we sent them what we would agree to months ago and they never came back or said anything. Now here we are months later, and they want us to show up to some private meeting to discuss it. That doesn’t work. They said the Bicknell and Lyman have signed the agreement, but Michelle talked to both, and they believe the only thing they signed was 4 years ago when Jeri was still there. It was the same draft agreement that had no merit that they had Loa sign just giving support of a fire district happening. The same argument they have had with the county on the agreement for years. The other towns don’t even know where the agreement is and what they agreed to. It’s the same problem the town has been dealing with for several years now and it hasn’t been resolved. The board just decided to wait until they get on their agenda and come back. They are not going to agree to anything until they can discuss it further with Commissioner Blackburn.  Michelle had asked Tawni if the county had the fire district agreement copies signed by the other towns. She wasn’t sure, she said Ryan was involved with it but Felicia hasn’t been. She said she would have to talk to Commissioner Blackburn. The mayor said the fire district doesn’t have a secretary since Ryan left. It is just frustrating that it has taken so many years to get anywhere with this. If Loa felt like it was an agreement that would benefit them, they would sign it, but no one from the county has come back to talk about it. 

The mayor, Ryan and Michelle had gone to a meeting that Six County held with the Commissioner Brian and the town boards that could come. In this meeting, they were presented with revenue sources that the town’s could be taking advantage of. These included: energy tax, highway tax and transient room tax. They put together the ordinances for the towns to look at. She shared copies with them. This would just be something the town can pass in a public hearing if they want to. The other towns suggested that we do the energy tax together so it got raised for everyone at the same time on their Garkane bills. There was still some information on what they need to do after they pass the ordinances that they needed to find out about but this was just for them to see and come up with any questions or concerns. Bart said if they do the engery tax it will just make those bills go higher to accommodate the tax. The mayor said they told them they can even charge themselves for water right of way use. Not sure how that works yet but it is possible. Our attorney helped draft the energy tax one, but Michelle doesn’t think she has looked at the highway tax one or the transient room tax one. The transient room tax is tax received from vacation rentals in Loa. The highway tax is a tax that they can collect and be used strictly for roads. They would definitely want her to look at it first before they pass any of them. Michelle asks the board to take the copies and read over them and they will have more upcoming discussions on them. 
Michelle had received two letters that she wanted to quickly share, one is form the Division of Drinking Water offering a landscape rebate program for residential and commercial property owners. Utahns can receive up to $1.50/sq. foot of grass removed and replaced with water-efficient landscaping. In order for the residents to be eligible for the statewide landscape rebate program, the town would need to adopt a landscape ordinance. The board doesn’t feel that is something they want to do. The other letter was from ULCT about the things that they have been doing to represent municipalities this last year. Michelle will just attach both letters to the written minutes. 

Information Items:

No other information was discussed.

The mayor says they will go into a closed session as permitted under Utah Code Annotated (UCA) §52-4-205(1)(c): strategy sessions to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation.

He calls for a motion to end the public meeting and start the closed session. Don motions to close the public meeting and start the closed session as permitted under Utah Code Annotated (UCA) §52-4-205(1)(c): strategy sessions to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation.

Ryan seconds the motion to close the public meeting and start the closed session as permitted under Utah Code Annotated (UCA) §52-4-205(1)(c): strategy sessions to discuss pending or reasonably imminent litigation. 

Bart votes yes to close the public meeting and start the closed session. The decision was unanimous to hold a closed session. The public meeting is adjourned. 

Chris votes yest to close the public meeting and start the closed session. The decision was unanimous to hold a closed session. 

Meeting Adjourned.
