


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARING & REGULAR MEETING
March 8, 2023
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Mayor Armstrong, Council Members Dallin, Anderson, Ritter, J Holmgren, R Holmgren, Clerk Holmgren, Clerk Andreasen

VISITORS:   Deon Anderson, Richard Mulder, Jim Andersen, David Anderson, Kyler Mecham, Moses Mecham, Bryan Brandon, Jaime Brandon, Spencer Julander, Charles Holmgren (BR Canal Co), and Trevor (BR Canal Co).

ABSENT: None

WELCOME BY MAYOR ARMSTRONG, Invocation by J Holmgren

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  April 12, 2023

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from February 8, 2023 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member Dallin motioned the minutes of February 8, 2022 be approved.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    Sgt Eddington called Mayor Armstrong and apologized for not attending past meetings.  They have been short staffed.  He did ask how things were going and if we have any concerns.

PUBLIC COMMENT:  Jim Anderson asked if there is anything we can do about the drain ditches.  They need to be cleaned out.  Council Member R Holmgren will check into having someone come down and clean them out.

PUBLIC HEARING - Garbage Collection Fee Increase:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to open the public hearing.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.  There were no public comments.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to close the public hearing.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

POSSIBLE APPROVAL OF GARBAGE COLLECTION FEE INCREASE:  The increase for garbage collection would be $1.50 per garbage can per month effective March 1, 2023.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve the garbage collection fee increase.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

SPENCER JULANDER - Address the Council About Renewing Lease of Property:  Spencer Julander would like to renew his lease with the city for the property located at 5800 North and 4600 West.  Clerk Holmgren will send him a copy of the lease to be signed and a bill for $1 per year.  Spencer would like to use the irrigation water also, but the headgate was pulled.  Spencer is willing to put a headgate in and be reimbursed for the costs.  Council agreed with this.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to approve the lease to Spencer Julander for another year.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

BEEHIVE BROADBAND REPRSENTATIVE - Potential Broadband Internet Service:  The representative was not able to attend this meeting.  He was supposed to send an email updating us on what is going on but the email did not come before the meeting.  The Council does not feel like they have had enough information about all this.  Council Member Dallin volunteered to contact him and try to find out some answers.  Council Member Anderson will contact the engineers.

BEAR RIVER CANAL COMPANY REPRESENTATIVE:  Bear River Canal Co Manager Trevor and Board Member Charles Holmgren attended the meeting to answer questions.  There have been a lot of questions about the assessment increase and also to talk about our infrastructure and grants that might be available.  Trevor stated that one of the reasons the price increased is in general assessments have gone up and because of inflation.  Right now, it’s at about 8.5 to 10% across the board.  They stated they are like a utility.  They don’t make money.  They try to bring the service at cost.  There are 3 stock classifications in the Bear River Canal Company:  A Stock is Agriculture; B Stock is secondary and E Stock is Bear River City secondary water.  They are putting in new automated gate systems as well as replacing and refabing the check structures.  He stated this is really expensive.  The system just south of the crossroads would be similar to the one they would put in Bear River City.  It cost around $50,000.  How do you pay for that?  Because they are a private company, they cannot charge impact fees to cover it.  The only way they can do this is to raise the assessment.  A Stock will be charged $30 per share, B & E stock will be charged $60 per share ($120 minimum).  The $30 charged above and beyond will be set in a separate account and it will be used specifically for improvements in the system to address growth.   This is the justification for what the money is being used for.  Council Member J Holmgren stated the canal company ends at the BRC headgate.  It doesn’t cost a penny more this year to deliver that headgate than it did last year.  Trevor stated that isn’t necessarily true, one place they are seeing a rise in cost is liability insurance because risk is increasing because of more homes being built.  He also stated that the Bear River Irrigation system is not just right off the main canal.  It’s a ways away.  Trevor stated that they have to charge every municipality the same way and not treat us any different.  Council Member Dallin stated we are not the same as the other headgate users.  Council Member Anderson is still not understanding the liability part.  Because other communities have to spend more is not a justification.  We have our own liability on our own ditch.  If we are taking all the risk here, why are we paying you for the risk too?  Council Member J Holmgren stated that our rates have went up exponentially and we are not getting anything in return.  Things are tight and this is really going to affect people on fixed incomes.  The Canal Co currently carries a $13 million insurance policy. Council Member J Holmgren stated that we know we have no choice or cannot change the increase in what the Bear River Canal Company, but how do we explain it to our users.   

Trevor stated there are more than $50 million worth of grants out there available to the communities from the federal government.  Trevor wants to let the Town know about the Public Law 566 Grant.  It was usually created for floods and it was underutilized.  They extended it for agricultural use.  It is a unique grant.  It’s housed in the Natural Resource Conservation Service.  Its money that is a lot more sure than other grants.  There are three phases to apply for the 566 Grant.  The Canal Company is the applicant.   Any one that wants to come along for the ride that are in the watershed are welcome to.  The Canal Co has already gone thru the first phase.  They are starting on phase two which is environmental and design.  This will take between 24-28 months.  First 2 phases are paid by the NRCS.  This is where we could add our project.  Phase 3 is where everyone breaks apart and does their own project.  Each entity applies for their own project.  Council Member Dallin stated that what worries him at phase 3 is we all become competitors for the money available.  Trevor is not sure about that.  He thinks we are not competitors. The 566 grant doesn’t expire.  Trevor stated that JUB Engineers is the Canal Companies engineers and have done several of these.  This would be a good question for them.  One of the reasons Trevor has come tonight is to see if Bear River City is interested in this grant and if so, he will arrange for JUB Engineering to come to a meeting to answer questions that the council might have.  The Council is interested.  It was suggested to meet with Council Member R Holmgren down the line.  It needs to be decided in the next few months whether or not we want to participate.  Maybe Council Member R Holmgren can talk to JUB and see what we need.  There will need to be a vote in a council meeting in order to proceed.  We also need to be thinking where we are going to budget our 25% of the project.

REVIEW POSSIBLE AMENDMENT TO IRRIGATION ORDINANCE:  The attorney has suggested some updates to our irrigation ordinance.  Everyone has a copy of the Irrigation Ordinance.  Everything that is highlighted is something that needs to be changed or Clerk Andreasen noticed it needed to be changed.  I A change 5 to remaining shares.  Letter D is the part the attorney suggested putting in.  On F exceptions Clerk Andreasen added this so the notices can be seen better when advertising.  On IV A changes Water Committee back to Council Member over irrigation.  We might need to change our annual assessment due date because the Canal Co sends their bills out earlier.  The date will be changed to April 5th.  The attorney should look the changes over before this Ordinance is approved.  

SET IRRIGATION ASSESSMENT:  The current City assessment is $10.50/share and $20.00 minimum.  This fee has not changed for many years.  Council Member R Holmgren stated he would like to increase it to $11.50/share and $23.00 minimum.  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to increase the City Assessment to $11.50/share and $23.00 minimum.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

DISCUSS ANNEXATION PROCESS AND ASSOCIATED FEES:  The current fee schedule has one fee for Annexation.  The fee is $500.  The Clerks feel this fee should be changed and broken down into categories.  This is the suggestion:  Notice of Intent $10, then Annexation Petition Filing Fees $25, if denied $0, and if approved $450.    Council Member R Holmgren motioned to accept this change in the fee schedule as mentioned above.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

BRYAN BRANDON ANNEXATION PETITION (vote to accept or deny):  Bryan and Jaime Brandon have applied for Annexation into Bear River City.  This is a step the County is requiring of them, because they applied for a building permit and they are in our annexation plan.  They don’t really want to annex into the city.  At this time the city cannot provide services to them.  Council Members would like the resolution to state it was denied at this time but could be revisited in the future.  Council Member Dallin motioned to deny the Annexation Petition from Bryan Brandon.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PLAN:  A few items still need to be priced.  $25,000 for gas line for the fire station, furnace for the fire station $7,000.  Change pipe ditch to $300,000.   Change sewer flush and camera system to $40,000.  Add $25,000 for a concept plan for addition to Civic Center and shed.  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve the Capital Improvement Plan.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENT PLAN:  Council Member Dallin motioned to approve the Infrastructure Improvement Plan.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Council Member R Holmgren motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Dallin, R Holmgren, Anderson, Ritter and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN: None

DEPARTMENTS:  Frisbee Golf:  Chandler Christensen is going to work on numbering the disc golf and making a map of the course.

Easter Egg Hunt is coming up and may be in the snow.  We will budget $200 more for the Easter Egg Hunt.

Civic Center:  The painter would like to paint March 27-31st.  Can we reschedule the Childrens Easter Dance to the next Friday.  Council Member Dallin will check with the band to see if that is possible.  If not, we will reschedule the painting.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member R Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 9:20 pm. Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved March 8, 2023.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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