HATCH PLANNING & ZONING MEETING

January 17, 2023
Hatch Planning & Zoning Meeting
Members Present:    Jaycen Walter, Jason Barney, Lincoln Poulsen, Monte Knudson & Cassi Thieme
Public Present:  Russ Riggs, Kade Iverson & Mayor Jim Kabonic

1. Meeting Called to Order
Chairman Walter welcomed everyone to the meeting and the meeting began at 5pm.  Monte Knudson offered a prayer and Jaycen Walter led those present in the pledge.

2. Approval of Previous Minutes
2.1 August 15, 2022 minutes
2.2 November 30, 2022
Lincoln Poulsen motioned to approve the meeting minutes and Monte Knudson 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.
2. Vacation Rental Ordinance
When the planning & zoning commission met last time there were not enough members present to vote on the ordinance .  It is a draft ordinance that will go before the planning and zoning commission and then the town council for approval.  Jim Kabonic and Russ Riggs were against the ordinance last time it was discussed.  Mayor Kabonic is concerned about the manager response time within 1 hour, he does not feel like that is reasonable.  Mayor Kabonic also does not like the idea of government control on personal property.  He doesn’t want the town affecting the property value of town residents.  He does not feel like the town should be passing an ordinance when there haven’t been any problems with it.  Jason Barney does not agree with the mayor.  Mr. Barney says that the vacation rentals in town are not full and if you allow more then you are watering things down.  There have not been studies done showing that if the town limits it or not, they would make more money.  If Cassi’s income is cut in half she won’t be able to make it.  If the town lets more people in it is hurting the people in the community that live here and contribute to the community.

Russ Riggs has 3 kids who love to spend time here but cannot make a living here.  If he passes away, he would like them to be able to come here.  One of two things would happen, he would have to put up a for sale sign and or it would sit vacant and they would be responsible for taxes. If his kids were able to do a short term rental they could rent it out when they aren’t here and then come and visit.    Mr. Riggs feels like the Barney’s are an exception to the rule because they live here and rent things out here.  Mr. Riggs feels like the town would be limiting who makes money and who doesn’t.  The town would be deciding who is going to be successful and who is not.  There are taxes that short term rentals pay that long term rentals do not so it does create income for the town.  Mr. Riggs feels like in other places if it gets too watered down then people decide to do other things with the homes instead.  It seems unfair that the Town of Hatch is going to tell him what he can do with his investment.  The Taylor’s were able to keep their house here by doing a short-term rental.  Those who have a short-term rental right now are fine but those wanting to come in later their choice is going to be taken away from them.  The town should not be limiting how many short-term rentals are in town, that is not your job. Mayor Kabonic said there has been some litigation in different towns about limiting vacation rentals.  Mr. Kabonic does not believe that the short-term rentals make it so other people can’t move here.  Janell Barney and Mason Lefevre have been able to come back and build homes here.  He feels like it does raise property values.

Monte Knudson wanted to know how they came up with the 20%.  Mayor Kabonic thought it was from another town.  It would be 20% of the water connections in town.  Gordon Hilton has 7 out on his property so they were wondering if his license counts as 1 or 7.  Gottschalk has several different properties.  Chairman Walter says the discussion is off course and this information is not what the commission is here to vote for.  Mayor Kabonic said once a decision is made the town is going to be done discussing this.  Mayor Kabonic just wants it to be fair and doesn’t want it discussed again until he is out of office.

The planning and zoning is making a recommendation to the town council.  Roll call vote:
Monte Knudson- Against
Cassi Thieme- Against
Jaycen Walter- Against
Jason Barney- For
Lincoln Poulsen-For

3. Hi Petroleum/Kade Iverson Storage Container Project
Kade Iverson wants to put 3 storage containers at the rear of the HI Petroleum gas station.  Mr. Iverson would like to put them there for nonperishable storage.  He would like to put something there for a few years until he can get a new building there.  Shipping costs have gone up so he would like to be able to order a lot at a time and have room to store them.  He does have one container on his property right now.

The town’s current ordinance says you can have one container per parcel.  Scot Walter did a conditional use permit to keep the containers on his property for storage until he builds a home.  Jason Barney asked if Mr. Iverson could do that for his property.  Jaycen Walter wanted to know what Mr. Iverson was going to do with the trailer that he has brought in and put on his property along with all the other stuff.  The mobile home is an issue right now because it is not up to code and just parked on the property.  The planning & zoning would like to resolve that issue before taking on another one with Mr. Iverson.  Mr. Iverson says this is a different property,  the gas station is separate.  A process needs to be followed for placing the mobile home and having it done correctly. Mr. Riggs said neighbors will be concerned about the 3 storage containers  and would be more likely to do it if there were some timelines and things set in place just not left in limbo.

Roll Call Vote:
Monte Knudson- Against
Casi Thieme- For
Jason Barney- Against
Jaycen Walter- Against

Jaycen brought up his dad’s conditional use permit on his storage containers.  The conditional use permit was for a year.  At the time they were placed the ordinance allowed a storage container on each ½ acre lot in town.  A discussion was held concerning the permit for these specific containers.  

5. New Business
6. Adjournment
Lincoln Poulsen motioned to adjourn and Jason Barney 2nd the motion, the vote was unanimous.  The meeting adjourned at 5:30 pm.
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