Delta-Sutherland-Oasis Cemetery Maintenance District
Board meeting
01 March 2023 6:00 p.m.
Millard County School District 
285 E 450 N
  Delta, UT

Note: Meeting was changed to Farm Bureau Insurance Agency Building. A note was placed at the Millard County School District advising the public that the meeting had been changed because of unforeseen circumstances.

Note:  Merrie Jo, Board member, had a family emergency last minute so she was not able to be at the meeting. Because we do not have a board member present, Christina, Board chair, will act as a Board member and be able to vote for tonight’s meeting.

Present: Christina Stanworth, Board Chair; McKensy Topham, Delta Sexton; Tony Stanworth, Oasis Sexton/Board Member; Scott Bassett, via phone, Sutherland Sexton; Carol Meinhardt, secretary; and Trevor Johnson, County Commissioner.

1. Motion to Open DSO Cemetery Maintenance Board meeting.

Tony made a motion to open the DSCMD meeting.  Christina 2nd, all in favor

2. Review, discussion, and motion to approve 01/05/2023 meeting minutes.

Tony made a motion to approve the DSCMD meeting minutes for January 5, 2023.  Christina 2nd, all in favor.


3. Review, discussion, and motion to approve rewording of #10 in Policies and Procedures.
Review & Discussion: In the past, the cemetery personnel has moved monuments or headstones that were small enough to be moved with a backhoe. Coverage was under the DSO cemetery insurance. Denise, the Delta cemetery caretaker, stated that this was becoming a cost to them.  They decided they wanted to receive compensation for this service.  They will provide their own liability insurance and all proceeds for this service will go from the mortuary to them and not through the cemetery.  This has been a discussion in the past. It was discussed with Denise that it would no longer be the responsibility of the cemetery district. The wording for the #10 in the Policies and Procedures needs to be changed because we cannot govern what an outside agency will charge and in the preceding Policies and Procedures it stated $350.  The wording will be changed to: 
Monument removal and reinstallation to accommodate a burial is the sole responsibility of the owner and/or family. Arrangements for this service must be made through a funeral director or Headstone moving company with no less than the minimum required Liability limits to perform a service per #22 in the policy and procedures.  
And #22 outlines our requirements.  It is the responsibility for the sexton to notify the funeral director that a headstone needs to be removed.  Whoever removes the headstone must provide proof that they have liability insurance.  #22: 
Anyone performing a service for the Delta-Sutherland-Oasis Cemetery Maintenance District shall have one million dollars ($1,000,000) minimum Liability Insurance and name the District as additional insured and/or named insured accompanied by a certificate of accord.  
The Mortuary should contact those licensed to remove the headstone if they are informed by DSO that a headstone needs to be moved.  From this point forward Denise needs to know that the mortuary company will contact her directly to let her know if she needs to move the headstone.  She is not allowed to move the headstone unless she is contacted by the family or the mortuary.  This keeps DSO cemetery out of it, and it does not monopolize the service.  Turning this over to the Mortuary will take use completely out of it.  We will not be the ones contacting the headstone movers. Although, it is okay for us to direct an outside mortuary in the right direction as far as stone removal or other problems they might have.  We are only responsible for the opening and closing.  However, we are responsible for the grave digger because this is the DSO Cemetery contract.

Motion:  Christina stated that the wording in #10 had been approved by Merrie Jo, so we need a motion to approve it.

Tony made a motion to approve the wording of #10 in the Policies and Procedures, Christina 2nd, all in favor


Question: was asked by Scott on #11of the Policies & Procedures.  The second to the last line dealing with Opening and Closing states payment must be in the form of a check from the funeral home providing the funeral service.  In the past families have sometimes paid the cemetery the opening and closing fees.  If this happens, the family could also be billed by the mortuary and needs to be aware of this problem.  Scott stated that he does not feel we as the cemetery should be collecting the money from the family.  It was agreed that the Policies and Procedures need to be followed.

Discussion:  Cemetery sextons feel that one of the mortuaries is not contacting them of a death in a timely manner.  Christina stated that Nickle Mortuary pointed out that in our Policies and Procedures it states they have 48 hours to contact the Cemetery personnel.  Scott stated that this needs to be changed.  Scott stated that #4A it needs to read that we need to be contacted prior to the time that they are meeting with the family so this can be part of the discussion and the bill.  Christina will work on the verbiage for #4A and send the revision to Board Members by email to review.  If we all agree, then we will ratify it in our April meeting.

4. Review, discussion #3 of Policies and Procedures.
Review & Discussion:
Christina stated that she spoke to LeGrand Bitter at the state concerning #3 on the Policies and Procedures.  The reason this is up for discussion is because of a situation at the Delta cemetery.  McKensy stated that a lady was about to pass away so she transferred the remaining burial plots that were owned by her deceased husband to her two daughters.  The two daughters were from the lady’s previous husband.  In addition, the deceased husband had three children from a previous marriage.  The plots she transferred were in the husband’s name only but had transferred to her upon his death.  Several months after the burial of the lady (stepmother to husbands three children) the deceased husband’s children stated that they wanted a copy of the deed transferring the plots to the children of the deceased lady. Soon after McKensy was contacted by a lawyer, Mr. Greathouse, who wanted a copy of the DSO Cemetery Policies and Procedures showing how plots transfer.  Our Policies and Procedures are very vague on how to transfer ownership of plots, so Christina talked to LeGrand Bitter from the state to make sure we are doing it right.  A year or so before the death of lady, the daughter of the deceased man came to the cemetery sexton, Christina, asking how she could get those plots in her name. She was told that since the wife was still alive, she needed to contact the wife.  Per Stirpes gives the wife every right to the plots unless there is paperwork stating otherwise.  Christina stated that she informed LeGrand of our process as when there is a request to transfer plots, we do a Per Stirpes.  If the person has already passed that owns the plot and they have a living wife, then the wife is able to request a transfer of plots unless there is paperwork or a trust or will or executor of the estate. If the wife is no longer here and it is either in the name of the mom or dad then the children have that right to move those plots to whomever, but they have to be in agreement all of them and the document has to be notarized.  We collect a transfer of deed that is notarized.  Christina stated that LeGrand said that is all you need to do.  He also said that it needs to state that in our Policies and Procedures.  He said the one thing that we need to know is that every one of us must do it the same and it cannot wavier.  If we are not consistent, then that means we are playing favorites and that is where we can get into trouble.  So, in this case we did have the signed paperwork and it doesn’t go anywhere from here, but moving forward I want to make sure everyone is using the paperwork and that it is signed and notarized.  If not, then from here forward you will be.  Christina stated that she would send the document to all sextons to make sure we are using the right one.  LeGrand will get back to us on this issue.  Right now, there is not an easier way to do it.  Old plots need all signatures to transfer, even if it might be 50.  Scott stated that our documents do not state signatures are needed.  It states that the person has contacted the family and the family agrees to the transfer to a particular individual and that the individual signs it and it is then notarized.  So, the person that had their signature notarized is the one responsible if there are disagreements.  Christina asked Scott to send her a copy of that document.  Christina stated that before this man passed away, he allowed his wife’s daughter to be buried in the plot that is in just his name.  Scott asked that when the changes are made, highlight them before being sent to the mortuary companies so they can review only where changes have been made.

5. Other items of business
Since Merrie Jo was not able to attend the meeting tonight, she prepared a statement for Christina to read.  Merrie Jo stated to the cemetery district that she is officially handing in her resignation as a Board Member of DSO Cemetery Maintenance District.  She stated that she is truly grateful for the opportunity to serve, but she is now experiencing some health issues that must be taken care of, and the care for her father.  Under doctor’s advisement she needs to reduce her stress load. Christina stated that she had contacted Marci Jackson, who also had interviewed for the position of Board Member at the same time and who we intended on bringing on Board in 2024 about coming on now to finish Merrie Jo’s term.  She accepted the position. Christina stated that at this time I am appointing her as the replacement of Merrie Jo Smith’s term.  We will still be looking for a new Board Member for 2024 and will advertise in late summer.


6. Motion to adjourn: The meeting was adjourned at 7:21

Tony made a motion to close the meeting Christina 2nd, all in favor













2023 Meeting Schedule:
Millard County School District, April 3rd, July 10th, October 2nd 
Millard County Recreation office, December 6th

