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Scholar Academy Board Meeting Agenda: 03.29.2023 

Scholar Academy is committed to creating a learning environment that fosters in students the development 
of divergent thinking and problem solving skills, providing opportunities which enable all students to 

develop a sense of civic responsibility and achieve their highest potential. 

Scholar Academy 
Board of Directors Meeting 
March 29, 2023 
Time: 5:00PM 
Anchor Location: 928 North 100 East, Tooele, UT 84074 
This meeting of the board of directors will be held electronically. If you would like to attend 
the meeting, accommodations will be made for the public at the anchor location identified.  
  
 
 
 

AGENDA 

CALL TO ORDER  
 
PUBLIC COMMENT (limited to three minutes each) 

o 2023/2024 Fee Schedule & Fee Waiver Policy  
 
REPORTS  

o Director’s Report 
o Budget Report 

 
VOTING ITEMS AND DISCUSSION ITEMS  

o School LAND Trust Plan  
o ETS Phone Service Agreement  
o 2023/2024 Fee Schedule & Fee Waiver Policy  
o Assessment of Student Achievement Policy 
o Investment Policy  
o Public Education Materials Development Policy 
o Selection and Purchase of Instructional Materials Policy 
o Student Transportation Policy 
o Supervision of Students at School-Sponsored Activities Policy 

 
CALENDARING 

o Board Meeting- May 25th, 2023 
 
ADJOURN  
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Scholar Academy 
Policy: Fee Waiver Policy 
Approved: January 17, 2019 
Amended: March 25, 2021 
 
Purpose 
 
Scholar Academy (the “School”) must abide by the Utah State Board of Education rules 
which direct the School’s Board of Trustees (the “Board”) to implement a policy 
regarding student fees.  The purpose of this policy is to provide educational 
opportunities for all students.  This allows the School to establish a reasonable system 
of fees, while prohibiting practices that would exclude those unable to pay from 
participation in school-sponsored activities. 
 
Policy 
 
Under the direction of the Board, the School’s Principal (the “Principal”) is authorized to 
administer this policy and is directed to do so fairly, objectively, and without delay, and 
in a manner that avoids stigma and unreasonable burdens on students or 
parents/guardians. 
 
Definitions 
 
"Co-curricular activity" means an activity, course, or program that:  

(a) is an extension of a curricular activity; 
(b) is included in an instructional plan and supervised or conducted by a teacher 

or educational professional; 
(c) is conducted outside of regular School hours; 
(d) is provided, sponsored, or supported by the School; 
(e) includes a required regular School day activity, course, or program. 

 
“Curricular activity” means an activity, course, or program that is: 

(a) intended to deliver instruction; 
(b) provided, sponsored, or supported by the School; and  
(c) conducted only during School hours. 

 
"Extracurricular activity" 

(a) means an activity, a course, or a program that is: 
(i) not directly related to delivering instruction; 
(ii) not a curricular activity or co-curricular activity; and 
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(iii) provided, sponsored, or supported by the School. 
(b) does not include a noncurricular club as defined in Section 53G-7-701. 

 
"Fee" means something of monetary value requested or required by the School as a 
condition to a student's participation in an activity, class, or program provided, 
sponsored, or supported by the School.  This includes money or something of monetary 
value raised by a student or the student's family through fundraising. 
 
“Instructional equipment”  

(a) means an activity-related, course-related, or program-related tool or 
instrument that: 
(i) is required for a student to use as part of an activity, course, or program in 

a secondary school; 
(ii) typically becomes the property of the student upon exiting the activity, 

course, or program, and  
(iii) is subject to a fee waiver; 

(b) includes:  
(i) shears or styling tools;  
(ii) a band instrument;  
(iii) a camera; 
(iv) a stethoscope; or 
(v) sports equipment, including a bat, mitt, or tennis raquet. 

(c) does not include school equipment. 
 
“Instructional supply” means a consumable or non-reusable supply that is necessary for 
a student to use as part of an activity, course, or program in a secondary school and 
includes: 

(a) prescriptive footwear;  
(b) brushes or other art supplies, including clay, pain, or art canvas;  
(c) wood for wood shop;  
(d) Legos for Lego robotics;  
(e) film; or 
(f) filament used for 3D printing. 

 
"Non-waivable charge" means a cost, payment, or expenditure that: 

(a) is a personal discretionary charge or purchase, including: 
(i) a charge for insurance, unless the insurance is required for a student to 
participate in an activity, class, or program; 
(ii) a charge for college credit related to the successful completion of: 

(A) a concurrent enrollment class; or 
(B) an advanced placement examination; or 

(iii) except when requested or required by the School, a charge for a 
personal consumable item such as a yearbook, class ring, letterman 
jacket or sweater, or other similar item; 
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(b) is subject to sales tax as described in Utah State Tax Commission Publication 
35, Sales Tax Information for Public and Private Elementary and Secondary 
Schools; or 
(c) by Utah Code, federal law, or State Board of Education rule is designated not 
to be a fee, including: 

(i) a school uniform as provided in Utah Code § 53G-7-801; 
(ii) a school lunch; or 
(iii) a charge for a replacement for damaged or lost School equipment or 
supplies. 

 
"Provided, sponsored, or supported by the School"  

(a) means an activity, class, program, fundraiser, club, camp, clinic, or other 
event that: 

(i) is authorized by the School; or 
(ii) satisfies at least one of the following conditions: 

(A) the activity, class, program, fundraiser, club, camp, clinic, or 
other event is managed or supervised by the School, or a School 
employee in the employees School employment capacity; 
(B) the activity, class, program, fundraiser, club, camp, clinic, or 
other event uses, more than inconsequentially, the School's 
facilities, equipment, or other School resources; or 
(C) the activity, class, program, fundraising event, club, camp, 
clinic, or other event is supported or subsidized, more than 
inconsequentially, by public funds, including the School's activity 
funds or minimum school program dollars. 

(b) does not include an activity, class, or program that meets the criteria of a 
noncurricular club as described in Title 53G, Chapter 7, Part 7, Student Clubs. 

 
“Provision in lieu of fee waiver”  

(a) means an alternative to fee payment or waiver of fee payment; and 
(b) does not include a plan under which fees are paid in installments or under 
some other delayed payment arrangement. 

 
"Requested or required by the School as a condition to a student's participation" means 
something of monetary value that is impliedly or explicitly mandated or necessary for a 
student, parent, or family to provide so that a student may: 

(a) fully participate in school or in a School activity, class, or program; 
(b) successfully complete a School class for the highest grade; or 
(c) avoid a direct or indirect limitation on full participation in a School activity, 
class, or program, including limitations created by: 

(i) peer pressure, shaming, stigmatizing, bullying, or the like; or 
(ii) withholding or curtailing any privilege that is otherwise provided to any 
other student. 
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“School equipment” means a durable school-owned machine, equipment, or tool used 
by a student as part of an activity, course, or program in a secondary school and 
includes a saw or 3D printer.  “School equipment” includes a saw or 3D printer. 
 
"Something of monetary value"  

(a) means a charge, expense, deposit, rental, fine, or payment, regardless of 
how the payment is termed, described, requested or required directly or 
indirectly, in the form of money, goods or services; and 

(b) includes: 
(i) charges or expenditures for a School field trip or activity trip, including 
related transportation, food, lodging, and admission charges; 
(ii) payments made to a third party that provide a part of a School activity, 
class, or program; 
(iii) classroom textbooks, supplies or materials;  
(iv) charges or expenditures for school activity clothing; and 
(v) a fine, except for a student fine specifically approved the School for: 

(A) failing to return School property; 
(B) losing, wasting, or damaging private or School property through 
intentional, careless, or irresponsible behavior; or 
(C) improper use of School property, including a parking violation. 

 
“Textbook” 

(a) means instructional material necessary for participation in an activity, course, 
or program, regardless of the format of the material;  

(b) includes:  
(i)  a hardcopy book or printed pages of instructional material, including a 

consumable workbook; or  
(ii) computer hardware, software, or digital content.  

(c) does not include instructional equipment or instructional supplies. 
 
“Waiver” means a full release from the requirement of payment of a fee and from any 
provision in lieu of fee payment. 
 

General School Fees Provisions 
 
The School may only collect a fee for an activity, class, or program provided, 
sponsored, or supported by the School consistent with School policies and state law. 
 
Beginning with the 2021-2022 school year: 

(a) if the School imposes a fee, the fee shall be equal to or less than the expense 
incurred by the School in providing for a student the activity, course, or program 
for which the School imposes a fee; and 
(b) the School may not impose an additional fee or increase a fee to supplant or 
subsidize another fee. 
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Beginning with the 2022-23 school year, the School may not sell textbooks or otherwise 
charge a fee for textbooks or the maintenance costs of School equipment as provided in 
Section 53G-7-602, except for a textbook used for a concurrent enrollment or advanced 
placement course.  
 
All fees are subject to the fee waiver provisions of this policy. 
 
 
 
 
Fees for Classes & Activities During the Regular School Day 
 
Fees for Students in Kindergarten through Sixth Grade 
 
No fee may be charged in kindergarten through sixth grade for materials, textbooks, 
supplies (except as provided below), or for any class or regular school day activity, 
including assemblies and field trips.  
 
Elementary students cannot be required to provide their own student supplies.  
However, the School or teacher may provide to a student’s parent or a suggested list of 
student supplies for use during the regular school day so that a parent or guardian may 
furnish on a voluntary basis student supplies for student use.  The list provided to a 
student's parent or guardian must include and be preceded by the following language: 
 

"NOTICE: THE ITEMS ON THIS LIST WILL BE USED DURING THE REGULAR 
SCHOOL DAY. THEY MAY BE BROUGHT FROM HOME ON A VOLUNTARY 
BASIS, OTHERWISE, THEY WILL BE FURNISHED BY THE SCHOOL." 

 
The School may charge a fee to a student in grade six if all of the following are true:  

(a) the School has students in any of the grades seven through twelve; 
(b) the School follows a secondary model of delivering instruction to the School’s 
grade six students; and 
(c) The School annually provides notice to parents that the School will collect 
fees from grade six students and that the fees are subject to waiver. 
 

Fees for Students in Seventh through Ninth Grade 
 
Fees may be charged in grades 7-9 in connection with an activity, class, or program 
provided, sponsored, or supported by the School that takes place during the regular 
school day if the fee is approved as provided in this policy and state law.  All such fees 
are subject to waiver.  In addition, if an established or approved class requires payment 
of fees or purchase of items (i.e., tickets to events, etc.) in order for students to fully 
participate and to have the opportunity to acquire all skills and knowledge required for 
full credit and highest grades, the fees or costs for the class are subject to waiver.    
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In project related courses, projects required for course completion will be included in the 
course fee. 
 
Secondary students may be required to provide their own student supplies, subject to 
the fee waiver provisions of this policy.  
 
Fees for Optional Projects 
 
The School may require students at any grade level to provide materials or pay for an 
additional discretionary project if the student chooses a project in lieu of, or in addition 
to a required classroom project.  A student may not be required to select an additional 
project as a condition to enrolling, completing, or receiving the highest possible grade 
for a course.  The School will avoid allowing high cost additional projects, particularly 
when authorizing an additional discretionary project results in pressure on a student by 
teachers or peers to also complete a similar high cost project. 
 
Fees for Activities Outside of the Regular School Day 
 
Fees may be charged in all grades for any School-sponsored activity that does not take 
place during the regular school day if participation in the activity is voluntary and does 
not affect the student’s grade or ability to participate fully in any course taught during the 
regular school day.  Fee waivers are available for such fees.   
 
A fee related to a co-curricular or extracurricular activity may not exceed the maximum 
fee amounts for the co-curricular or extracurricular activity adopted by the Board, as 
provided below. 
 
Activities that use the School facilities outside the regular school day but are not 
provided, sponsored, or supported by the School (i.e., programs sponsored by the 
parent organization and/or an outside organization) may charge for participation, and 
fee waivers are not available for these charges. 
 
An activity, class, or program that is provided, sponsored, or supported by the School 
outside of the regular School day or School year calendar is subject to this policy and 
state law regardless of the time or season of the activity, class, or program. 
 
In the event the School provides supplemental kindergarten, the School may charge a 
fee related to a student’s enrollment in the supplemental kindergarten.  A fee for 
supplemental kindergarten is subject to waiver. 
 
Fee Schedule 
 
The Board will approve a Fee Schedule at least once each year on or before April 1.  
The Fee Schedule will establish the maximum fee amount per student for each activity 
and the maximum total aggregate fee amount per student per school year.  No fee may 
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be charged or assessed in connection with an activity, class, or program provided, 
sponsored, or supported by the School, including for a curricular, co-curricular or 
extracurricular activity, unless the fee has been set and approved by the Board, is equal 
to or less than the established maximum fee amount for the activity, and is included in 
the approved Fee Schedule.  
 
The School will encourage public participation in the development of the Fee Schedule 
and related policies. 
 
Before approving the School's Fee Schedule, the School will provide an opportunity for 
the public to comment on the proposed Fee Schedule during a minimum of two public 
Board meetings. In addition to the standard notice of Board meetings under the Open 
and Public Meetings Act, the School will provide notice of these Board meetings using 
the same form of communication regularly used by the administration to communicate 
with parents. 
 
After the Fee Schedule is adopted, the Board may amend the Fee Schedule using the 
same process. 
 
Maximum Fee Amounts 
 
In connection with establishing the Fee Schedule, the Board will establish a per student 
annual maximum fee amount that the School may charge a student for the student's 
participation in all courses, programs, and activities provided, sponsored, or supported 
by the School for the year.  This is a maximum total aggregate fee amount per student 
per School year. 
 
The Board may establish a reasonable number of activities, courses, or programs that 
will be covered by the annual maximum fee amount. 
 
The amount of revenue raised by a student through an individual fundraiser for an 
activity, as well as the total per student amount expected to be received through 
required group fundraising for an activity, will be included as part of the maximum fee 
amount per student for the activity and maximum total aggregate fee amount per 
student. 
 
Notice to Parents 
 
The Principal will annually provide written notice of the School’s Fee Schedule and Fee 
Waiver Policy to the parent or guardian of each student in the School by ensuring that a 
written copy of the School’s Fee Schedule and Fee Waiver Policy is included with all 
registration materials provided to potential or continuing students each year.  The 
procedures for obtaining fee waivers and for appealing a denial of a waiver will also be 
included with the School’s registration materials. 
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The School will post the applicable Fee Schedule and Fee Waiver Policy, including 
maximum fee amounts, on the School’s website each school year. 
 
Donations 
 
The School may not request or accept a donation in lieu of a fee from a student or 
parent unless the activity, class, or program for which the donation is solicited will 
otherwise be fully funded by the School and receipt of the donation will not affect 
participation by an individual student. 
A donation is a fee if a student or parent is required to make the donation as a condition 
to the student's participation in an activity, class, or program. 
 
The School may solicit and accept a donation or contribution in accordance with the 
School’s policies, including the Donation and Fundraising Policy, but all such requests 
must clearly state that donations and contributions by a student or parent are voluntary. 
 
If the School solicits donations, the School: (a) shall solicit and handle donations in 
accordance with policies and procedures established by the School; and (b) may not 
place any undue burden on a student or family in relation to a donation. 
 
Fee Collection 
 
The School may pursue reasonable methods for obtaining payment for fees and for 
charges assessed in connection with a student losing or willfully damaging school 
property.   
 
The School may not exclude students from school, an activity, a class, or a program 
that is provided, sponsored, or supported by the School during the regular school day; 
refuse to issue a course grade; or withhold official student records, including written or 
electronic grade reports, diplomas, or transcripts, as a result of unpaid fees.  
 
The School may withhold the official student records of a student responsible for lost or 
damaged School property consistent with Utah Code § 53G-8-212 until the student or 
the student’s parent has paid for the damages, but may not withhold a student’s records 
required for student enrollment or placement in a subsequent school.   
 
A reasonable charge may be imposed by the School to cover the cost of duplicating, 
mailing, or transmitting transcripts and other school records.  No charge may be 
imposed for duplicating, mailing, or transmitting copies of school records to an 
elementary or secondary school in which the student is enrolled or intends to enroll. 
 
Consistent with Utah Code § 53G-6-604, the School will forward a certified copy of a 
transferring student’s record to a new school within 30 days of the request, regardless 
of whether the student owes fees or fines to the School.  
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Students shall be given notice and an opportunity to pay fines prior to withholding 
issuance of official written grade reports, diplomas and transcripts.  If the student and 
the student's parent or guardian are unable to pay for damages or if it is determined by 
the School in consultation with the student's parents that the student's interests would 
not be served if the parents were to pay for the damages, then the School may provide 
for a program of voluntary work for the student in lieu of the payment.  A general 
breakage fee levied against all students in a class or school is not permitted. 
 
 
Fee Refunds 
 
Student fees are non-refundable. 
 
Budgeting and Spending Revenue Collected Through Fees 
 
The School will follow the general accounting standards described in Rule R277-113 for 
treatment of fee revenue.  
 
Beginning with the 2020-2021 school year, the School will establish a spend plan for the 
revenue collected from each fee charged.  The spend plan will (a) provide students, 
parents, and employees transparency by identifying a fee’s funding uses; (b) identify the 
needs of the activity, course, or program for the fee being charged and include a list or 
description of the anticipated types of expenditures, for the current fiscal year or as 
carryover for use in a future fiscal year, funded by the fee charged.  
 
School Fee Collections & Accounting Procedures 
 
It is the responsibility of the Principal to ensure that all student fees collected are in 
compliance with the Fee Schedule and applicable financial policies and procedures.   
 
Fees must be received and deposited in a timely manner. 
 
Money may only be collected by staff authorized by the Principal.  Students may not 
collect fees. 
 
Beginning in the 2020-21 school year, the School may not use revenue collected 
through fees to offset the cost of fee waivers by requiring students and families who do 
not qualify for fee waivers to pay an increased fee amount to cover the costs of students 
and families who qualify for fee waivers. However, the School may notify students and 
families that the students and families may voluntarily pay an increased fee amount or 
provide a donation to cover the costs of other students and families. 
 

Fee Waiver Provisions 
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To ensure that no student is denied the opportunity to participate in a class or activity 
that is provided, sponsored, or supported by the School because of an inability to pay a 
fee, the School provides fee waivers or other provisions in lieu of fee waivers.  Fee 
waivers or other provisions in lieu of fee waivers will be available to any student whose 
parent is unable to pay a fee. 
 
All fees are subject to waiver.  
 
Non-waivable charges are not subject to waiver. 
 
Fee Waiver Administration 
 
The Principal will administer this policy and will review and grant fee waiver requests.  
The process for obtaining waivers or pursuing alternatives will be administered in 
accordance with this policy, fairly, objectively, and without delay, and in a manner that 
avoids stigma, embarrassment, undue attention, and unreasonable burdens on students 
and parents. 
 
The School will not treat a student receiving a fee waiver or provision in lieu of a fee 
waiver differently from other students.  The process for obtaining waivers or pursuing 
alternatives will create no visible indicators that could lead to identification of fee waiver 
applicants. 
 
The process for obtaining waivers or pursuing alternatives will comply with the privacy 
requirements of The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, 20 U.S.C. 
1232g (FERPA).The School may not identify a student on fee waiver to students, staff 
members, or other persons who do not need to know. As a general rule, teachers and 
coaches do not need to know which students receive fee waivers.  Students may not 
assist in the fee waiver approval process. 
 
Fee Waiver Eligibility 
 
A student is eligible for a fee waiver if the School receives verification that: 
 

(a) In accordance with Utah Code § 53G-7-504(4), family income falls within 
levels established annually by the State Superintendent and published on the 
Utah State Board of Education website; 
(b) The student to whom the fee applies receives Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI).  If a student receives SSI, the School may require a benefit verification 
letter from the Social Security Administration; 
(c) The family receives TANF funding.  If a student’s family receives TANF, the 
School may require a letter of decision covering the period for which the fee 
waiver is sought from the Utah Department of Workforce Services; or 
(d) The student is in foster care through the Division of Child and Family Services 
or is in state custody.  If a student is in state custody or foster care, the School 
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may rely on the youth in care required intake form or school enrollment letter 
provided by a caseworker from the Utah Division of Child and Family Services or 
the Utah Juvenile Justice Department. 

 
The School will not maintain copies of any documentation provided to verify eligibility for 
a fee waiver. 
 
The School will not subject a family to unreasonable demands for re-qualification. 

 
The School may grant a fee waiver to a student, on a case by case basis, who does not 
qualify for a fee waiver under the foregoing provisions but who, because of extenuating 
circumstances, is not reasonably capable of paying the fee. 
 
The School may charge a proportional share of a fee or a reduced fee if circumstances 
change for a student or family so that fee waiver eligibility no longer exists. 
 
Fee Waiver Approval Process 
 
The Principal will inform patrons of the process for obtaining waivers and will provide a 
copy of the standard fee waiver application on the School’s website and in registration 
materials each year.   
 
The Principal will review fee waiver applications within five (5) school days of receipt.  If 
the School denies a request for a fee waiver, the School will provide the decision to 
deny a waiver in writing and will provide notice of the procedure for appeal in the form 
approved by the Utah State Board of Education. 
 
Any requirement that a student pay a fee will be suspended during any period in which 
the student's eligibility for a waiver is being determined or during the time a denial of 
waiver is being appealed. 
 
The School will maintain documentation of fee waiver applications and decisions that is 
adequate to report the required information to the Utah State Board of Education. 
 
Appeal Process 
 
Denial of eligibility for a waiver may be appealed in writing to the Principal within ten 
(10) school days of receiving notice of denial.  The School shall contact the parent 
within two (2) weeks after receiving the appeal and schedule a meeting with the 
Principal to discuss the parent's concerns.  If, after meeting with the Principal, the 
waiver is still denied, the parent may appeal, in writing, within ten (10) school days of 
receiving notice of denial to the Board.  
 
In order to protect privacy and confidentiality, the School will not retain information or 
documentation provided to verify eligibility for fee waivers.  
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Alternatives to Fees and Fee Waivers 

 
The School may allow a student to perform service or another approved task (as 
described in Utah Code § 53G-7-504(2)) in lieu of paying a fee or, in the case of an 
eligible student, in lieu receiving a fee waiver, but such alternatives may not be required.  
If the School allows an alternative to satisfy a fee requirement, the Principal will explore 
with the interested student and his or her parent/guardian the alternatives available for 
satisfying the fee requirement, and parents will be given the opportunity to review 
proposed alternatives to fees and fee waivers.  However, if a student is eligible for a 
waiver, textbook fees must be waived, and no alternative in lieu of a fee waiver is 
permissible for such fees.   
 
The School may allow a student to perform service in lieu of paying a fee or receiving a 
fee waiver if: (a) the School establishes a service policy or procedure that ensure that a 
service assignment is appropriate to the age, physical condition, and maturity of the 
student; (b) the School’s service policy or procedure is consistent with state and federal 
laws, including Section 53G-7-504 regarding the waiver of fees and the federal Fair 
Labor Standards Act, 29 U.S.C.  201; (c) the service can be performed within a 
reasonable period of time; and (d) the service is at least equal to the minimum wage for 
each hour or service. 
 
A student who performs service may not be treated differently than other students who 
pay a fee. 
 
The service may not create an unreasonable burden for a student or parent and may 
not be of such a nature as to demean or stigmatize the student. 
 
The School will transfer the student’s service credit to another LEA upon request of the 
student. 
 
The School may make an installment payment plan available for the payment of a fee.  
Such a payment plan may not be required in lieu of a fee waiver. 
 

Annual Review, Approval, and Training 
 
The Board will review and approve this policy annually. 
 
The School will develop a plan for at least annual training of School employees on fee-
related policies specific to each employee’s job functions. 
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Scholar Academy 
Policy: Investment Policy 
Approved: March 29, 2023 
 
Purpose 
 
Scholar Academy (the “School”) shall invest its cash assets in such a manner as to 
comply with the requirements of the State Money Management Act (the “Act”) as set 
forth in Utah Code § 51-7-1 et seq. 
 
Although certain market conditions may allow for short-term investment of funds in a 
vehicle other than the Utah Public Treasurers’ Investment Fund (“PTIF”), the primary 
purpose of this policy is for the investment of funds for periods of two years or longer.  
 
The objectives of this policy include the following: 
 

A. To provide for the safety of principal, preservation of capital, and 
mitigation of risk.  

 
B. To provide for the liquidity necessary to match the School’s cash 

requirements.  
 

C. To increase interest income through higher yielding investments.  
 
Policy 
 
The School shall make investment decisions as follows: 
 

A. All investment activities shall be conducted with the same degree of 
judgment and care which an ordinary reasonable person exercises in the management 
of their own affairs.  

 
B. Professionals retained by the School as defined in the Act, so long as they 

are acting in accordance with the Act and this policy and exercise due diligence, shall 
be relieved of personal responsibility for credit or market price changes, provided that 
deviations are reported to the Board of Directors (the “Board”) in a timely fashion and 
appropriate action, if necessary, is taken to control adverse developments.  

 
C. Individuals involved in the School’s investments shall refrain from personal 

business activity in conflict with proper execution of this policy.  
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D. The Board shall manage investment activities authorized by the Act in 
consultation with the School’s Management Company and, where required, a certified 
investment adviser.  The Board shall maintain a system of internal controls so that 
School funds are protected at all times from loss, theft, and fraud.  

 
E. The Board shall name a financial institution with a Utah office as the 

custodian for all investments made by the School other than PTIF investments, which 
are held by financial institutions designated by the State Treasurer. In addition, the 
School shall purchase investments only from those certified dealers and registered 
agents that have registered with the State Money Management Council.  

 
F. To the extent possible, the School shall attempt to match investments with 

anticipated cash requirements, although the PTIF is preferred for periods of two years 
or longer.  

 
G. Transfers into and out of the School’s investment accounts to accomplish 

the objectives of this policy may be made when approved by the Finance Committee in 
consultation with the Director and the School’s Management Company. All such 
transfers shall be reported to the Board.  
 
 
 



 

 

Scholar Academy 
Policy: Assessment of Student Achievement Policy  
Adopted: ________ 
 

 
Purpose 
 
Scholar Academy (the “School”) is required to measure student achievement, including by 
way of administering statewide assessments.  When administered properly, statewide 
assessments give students an opportunity to demonstrate what they know and can do.  In 
addition, the results of statewide assessments provide the School not only important data 
about their students’ proficiency, but also valuable information that can be used to guide and 
improve instruction in the School.   
 
The purpose of this policy is to help ensure that the School conducts statewide assessments 
in a fair and ethical manner and in compliance with applicable law and Utah State Board of 
Education (“USBE”) rule. The School intends for this policy to comply with the requirements of 
Utah Administrative Code Rule R277-404. 
 
Policy 
 
Statewide Assessment Plan 
 
The School shall develop a plan to administer statewide assessments.  The plan shall include 
at least the following: 
 

(a) The dates the School will administer statewide assessments; 
(b) Professional development for an educator to fully implement the assessment 

system; 
(c) Training for an educator, appropriate paraprofessional, or third-party proctor in 

the requirements of assessment administration ethics; and 
(d) Training for an educator and an appropriate paraprofessional to use statewide 

assessment results effectively to inform instruction. 
 
The School shall submit the plan to the USBE by September 15 each year. 
 
At least once each year the School shall provide professional development and training on 
statewide assessment administration as required by R277-404.  The School shall use the 
Standard Test Administration Testing Ethics Policy for such professional development and 
training. 
 
Student Participation in Statewide Assessments 
 

(a) With the exception of those students described in subsection (b) immediately 
below and exempted students, the School shall administer statewide 
assessments to all students enrolled in the grade level or course to which the 
assessment applies. 



 

 

(b) A student’s IEP team, English Learner Team, or Section 504 accommodation 
plan team shall determine an individual student’s participation in statewide 
assessments consistent with the Utah Participation and Accommodations Policy. 

(c) An educator may use a student’s score on a statewide assessment to improve 
the student’s academic grade for or demonstrate the student’s competency 
within a relevant course.  However, a student’s score on a statewide assessment 
may not be used in determining whether the student may advance to the next 
grade level. 

(d) The School may not provide a nonacademic reward to a student for taking a 
statewide assessment. 

 
Student Exemption from Statewide Assessments 
 

(a) A student’s parent has the right to exempt the student from a statewide 
assessment in accordance with Utah Code § 53G-6-803 and the exemption 
procedures in R277-404.  The School shall not impose procedures beyond those 
in R277-404 to exercise this right nor may the School impose any penalty or 
adverse consequences upon a student who is exempted. 

(b) School grading, teacher evaluation, and student progress reports or grades may 
not be negatively impacted by students exempted from taking a statewide 
assessment. 

(c) The School may allow a student who has been exempted from a statewide 
assessment to be physically present in the room during test administration.  The 
School shall ensure that exempted students who are in attendance are provided 
with an alternative learning experience during test administration. 

 
Other Requirements 
 
The School shall comply with all applicable requirements in R277-404, including adhering to 
the USBE’s Standard Test Administration and Testing Ethics Policy which is incorporated by 
reference in the rule. 
 
 



 

 

Scholar Academy 
Policy: Public Education Materials Development Policy  
Adopted: ________ 
 

 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this policy is to establish rules related to the sharing of public education 
materials developed by employees with Scholar Academy (the “School”) funds or on contract 
time.  The School intends for this policy to comply with the applicable requirements in Utah 
Administrative Code Rule R277-120. 
 
Policy 
 
Definitions 
 
For purposes of this policy, “public education materials” means courseware and materials 
developed with School funds or on contract time and includes, but is not limited to: 

(a) syllabi; 
(b) instructional materials; 
(c) modules; 
(d) textbooks, including teacher’s editions; 
(e) student guides; 
(f) supplemental materials; 
(g) formative and summative assessment supports; 
(h) laboratory activities; 
(i) simulations; 
(j) musical or dramatic compositions; 
(k) audio, video, or photographic material; 
(l) manuals; 
(m) codes; and 
(n) software. 

 
For purposes of this policy, “sensitive materials” means the same as that term is defined in 
Utah Code § 53G-10-103. 
 
Public Education Materials Developed with School Funds or on Contract Time 
 
All public education materials developed by School employees with School funds or on 
contract time shall, upon review and approval of the School’s Principal, be eligible to be 
shared with third parties under a Creative Commons attribution license (“CC-BY license”).  
Public education materials developed by School employees with School funds or on contract 
time that have not been reviewed and approved for sharing by the Principal shall not be 
shared with third parties for their personal use. 
 
The CC-BY license covering public education materials developed by School employees with 
School funds or on contract time shall include the name of the School and the author(s).  Third 



 

 

parties who use the public education materials shall (1) provide proper attribution to the 
School and author(s); (2) provide a link to the CC-BY license; and (3) indicate if any changes 
were made to the materials.  
 
All public education materials developed by School employees with School funds or on 
contract time shall be the property of the School, subject to the CC-BY licensing described 
above. With the exception of other educators in Utah public schools, the School may charge 
third parties for using public education materials developed by School employees with School 
funds or on contract time.  The School shall not charge other educators in Utah public schools 
for using public education materials developed by School employees with School funds or on 
contract time.      
 
Consistent with R277-120, no School employee shall sell for personal gain public education 
materials developed with School funds, with funds from the Utah State Board of Education, or 
on contract time.  School employees who violate this provision may be in violation of the Utah 
Public Officers’ and Employees’ Ethics Act. 
 
School employees are prohibited from developing sensitive materials with School funds. 
 
Public Education Materials Developed Without School Funds 
 
School employees may develop public education materials using their own personal time and 
resources, and they may share such materials through a CC-BY license or otherwise share (or 
sell) the materials without permission from the School. However, Utah licensed educators (1) 
may only share public education materials that are consistent with the Utah Professional 
Educator Standards contained in Utah Administrative Code Rule R277-217; and (2) may not 
share materials that advocate illegal activities or materials that are inconsistent with the 
educator’s legal and role model responsibilities. 
 
 



 

 

Scholar Academy 
Policy: Selection and Purchase of Instructional Materials Policy  
Adopted: ________ 
 

 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this policy is to establish the parameters by which Scholar Academy (the 
“School”) will select and purchase instructional materials. 
 
Policy 
 
The School shall comply with the requirements of Utah law regarding the selection and 
purchase of instructional materials, including but not limited to Utah Administrative Code 
R277-469.   
 
The School’s purpose in managing the selection and purchase of instructional materials is to 
implement, enrich, and support the School’s educational program. Instructional materials are 
part of an instructional system that includes curricula, professional learning, educator 
evaluation, and student assessment which should be aligned with one another and support 
the educational process.  Instructional materials are the resources used by educators to 
promote student learning. These materials may be commercially available or School-created 
and include intervention, digital, print, audiovisual, or other types of materials, whether in the 
form of textbooks, workbooks, computer software, online or internet courses, CDs or DVDs, or 
other forms of communication media. 
 
Instructional materials should contribute to the intellectual development and positive character 
of students. These materials should be: 
 

(a) in alignment with the School’s educational mission and philosophy and Utah 
Core standards; 

(b) of high quality, research-based, and proven to be effective in supporting student 
learning; 

(c) objective and provide balanced viewpoint of issues; 
(d) accurate and factual; 
(e) reflective of the pluralistic character and culture of the American people and 

accurate in the representation of diverse ethnic groups; 
(f) free from sexual, ethnic, age, gender, or disability bias and stereotyping; 
(g) appropriate to varying levels of learning; 
(h) age appropriate; and 
(i) compatible with School technology systems, of high technical quality, and easy 

to use. 
 
Instructional materials should not be “sensitive materials” as that term is defined in Utah Code 
§ 53G-10-103. 
 
 



 

 

Instructional Materials Adoption 
 
The School Principal shall implement practices governing the selection and adoption of 
instructional materials that provide for: 
 

(a) establishment of an instructional materials committee to make recommendations 
regarding the identification and selection of instructional materials consistent 
with the standards set forth in this policy; 

(b) review of Utah State Board of Education recommended instructional materials 
(RIMs) and identification of the instructional materials most appropriate for use in 
the School; 

(c) identification of funding for the adoption process, implementation, and 
professional development costs;  

(d) seeking to ensure efficiency and price advantage in the purchasing process of 
the instructional materials; and 

(e) following of any applicable policies or procedures for the purchase, reuse, or 
disposal of instructional materials. 

 
Selection of Additional Supplemental and Transitory Materials 
 
Any additional supplemental and transitory material that an educator may select to augment 
their lessons shall be reviewed in its entirety by the educator prior to use in the classroom, to 
ensure the material meets criteria established in this policy. 
 
 
 



 

 

Scholar Academy 
Policy: Student Transportation Policy  
Adopted: ________ 
 

 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this policy is to address how student transportation is handled at Scholar 
Academy (the “School”).  It is also to establish rules and requirements related to student 
transportation to help ensure student safety. 
 
The School intends for this policy to satisfy the policy requirements of Utah Administrative 
Code Rule R277-601. 
 
Policy 
 
No School Buses 
 
The state does not provide the School (or any other Utah charter school) with any state 
transportation funding.  As a result of this, and as a result of having a student population that 
often resides throughout multiple cities and/or counties in the state, the School does not own 
or operate school buses and does not provide transportation for students to or from School, 
except where required by law.  Parents or guardians are responsible for the transportation of 
their students to and from the School each day.   
 
Student Transportation for School Activities 
 
The School may provide transportation for students in charter buses or through public 
transportation in connection with field trips, extracurricular activities, or other School-
sponsored activities.  Any charter bus company selected by the School to transport students 
shall meet or exceed industry safety requirements and provide reliable and professional 
transportation services.   
 
[Optional – The School may also provide student transportation for School activities through 
private or rental vehicles driven by School employees or volunteers who have been approved 
by the School’s Principal.  The School’s Principal shall establish the necessary qualifications 
for such drivers and other requirements that must be met prior to using private or rental 
vehicles to transport students.]  
  
The School shall inform parents and guardians when it intends to provide student 
transportation in connection with School activities and shall give parents the opportunity to 
consent to such transportation.  A student’s parent or guardian must provide consent in order 
for their student to be transported to and/or from School activities as described in this section. 
 
Charter bus operators and, to the extent practicable, other vehicle drivers approved by the 
School to transport students to and/or from School activities, shall adhere to the applicable 
standards in R277-601-3.  The School shall enforce the applicable standards as required by 



 

 

the rule. 
 
 



 

 

Scholar Academy 
Policy: Supervision of Students at School-Sponsored Activities Policy  
Adopted: ________ 
 

 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this policy is to outline the supervisory responsibilities of Scholar Academy 
(the “School”) coaches and other designated School leaders (e.g., advisors, assistants, 
activity leaders, etc.) in connection with School-sponsored activities.  Another purpose is to 
provide standards of behavior and conduct that such School coaches and designated leaders 
must follow.  
 
Policy 
 
The School, School coaches, and other designated School leaders shall comply with Utah 
Administrative Code Rule R277-605.   
 
Supervision of Students 
 
School coaches and other designated School leaders shall diligently supervise the students 
under their care or control at all times while on School-sponsored activities, including but not 
limited to supervising such students:  
 

(a) on the field or court, or at other competition or performance or activity sites; 
(b) in locker rooms (as appropriate), seating areas, eating establishments, and 

lodging facilities; and 
(c) while traveling. 

 
School coaches and other designated School leaders are responsible for a student who is 
under their care or control for as long as a student remains on School grounds following a 
School-sponsored activity, subject to the following:  
 

(a) After a School-sponsored activity on School grounds is over, parents/guardians 
are responsible to pick up their child promptly after the activity or make 
arrangements for someone else to pick up their child promptly after the activity; 
and 

(b) If a child has not been picked up within [15] minutes of the School-sponsored 
activity ending, School coaches or other designated School leaders will contact 
the student’s parent/guardian by telephone.  If the student’s parent/guardian 
cannot be reached by telephone, School coaches or other designated School 
leaders will contact, by telephone, the emergency contact(s), if any, designated 
by the student’s parents/guardians.  If neither the parent/guardian nor an 
emergency contact can be reached or are able to pick up the student in a timely 
manner, School coaches or other designated School leaders may contact the 
police or the Division of Child and Family Services (DCFS) to report the 
situation. 



 

 

 
If parents/guardians experience an emergency that causes them to run late or to be unable to 
have their child picked up within [15] minutes of a School-sponsored activity ending, they 
should notify the School coach or other designated School leader as soon as possible. 
 
Behavior and Conduct 
 
School coaches and other designated School leaders shall be exemplary role models to 
students and shall not use alcoholic beverages, tobacco, controlled substances, or participate 
in promiscuous sexual relationships while on School-sponsored activities.  School coaches 
and other designated School leaders shall act in a manner consistent with Utah Code § 53G-
8-209 and shall not: 
 

(a) use foul, abusive, or profane language while engaged in School-related 
activities; or 

(b) permit hazing, demeaning, or assaultive behavior, whether consensual or not, 
including behavior involving physical violence, restraint, improper touching, or 
inappropriate exposure of body parts not normally exposed in public settings, 
forced ingestion of any substance, or any act which would constitute a crime 
against a person or public order Utah law. 

 
School coaches and other designated School leaders shall abide by the rules pertaining to 
athletic and activity clinics set forth in R277-605-5.  School coaches shall satisfy all of the 
training requirements listed in R277-605-6, and the School shall maintain verification of the 
coaches’ compliance with the training requirements.  
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Scholar Academy 
Policy: Fee Waiver Policy 
Approved: January 17, 2019 
Amended: March 25, 2021 
 
Purpose 
 
Scholar Academy (the “School”) must abide by the Utah State Board of Education rules 
which direct the School’s Board of Trustees (the “Board”) to implement a policy 
regarding student fees.  The purpose of this policy is to provide educational 
opportunities for all students.  This allows the School to establish a reasonable system 
of fees, while prohibiting practices that would exclude those unable to pay from 
participation in school-sponsored activities. 
 
Policy 
 
Under the direction of the Board, the School’s Principal (the “Principal”) is authorized to 
administer this policy and is directed to do so fairly, objectively, and without delay, and 
in a manner that avoids stigma and unreasonable burdens on students or 
parents/guardians. 
 
Definitions 
 
"Co-curricular activity" means an activity, course, or program that:  

(a) is an extension of a curricular activity; 
(b) is included in an instructional plan and supervised or conducted by a teacher 

or educational professional; 
(c) is conducted outside of regular School hours; 
(d) is provided, sponsored, or supported by the School; 
(e) includes a required regular School day activity, course, or program. 

 
“Curricular activity” means an activity, course, or program that is: 

(a) intended to deliver instruction; 
(b) provided, sponsored, or supported by the School; and  
(c) conducted only during School hours. 

 
"Extracurricular activity" 

(a) means an activity, a course, or a program that is: 
(i) not directly related to delivering instruction; 
(ii) not a curricular activity or co-curricular activity; and 
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(iii) provided, sponsored, or supported by the School. 
(b) does not include a noncurricular club as defined in Section 53G-7-701. 

 
"Fee" means something of monetary value requested or required by the School as a 
condition to a student's participation in an activity, class, or program provided, 
sponsored, or supported by the School.  This includes money or something of monetary 
value raised by a student or the student's family through fundraising. 
 
“Instructional equipment”  

(a) means an activity-related, course-related, or program-related tool or 
instrument that: 
(i) is required for a student to use as part of an activity, course, or program in 

a secondary school; 
(ii) typically becomes the property of the student upon exiting the activity, 

course, or program, and  
(iii) is subject to a fee waiver; 

(b) includes:  
(i) shears or styling tools;  
(ii) a band instrument;  
(iii) a camera; 
(iv) a stethoscope; or 
(v) sports equipment, including a bat, mitt, or tennis raquet. 

(c) does not include school equipment. 
 
“Instructional supply” means a consumable or non-reusable supply that is necessary for 
a student to use as part of an activity, course, or program in a secondary school and 
includes: 

(a) prescriptive footwear;  
(b) brushes or other art supplies, including clay, pain, or art canvas;  
(c) wood for wood shop;  
(d) Legos for Lego robotics;  
(e) film; or 
(f) filament used for 3D printing. 

 
"Non-waivable charge" means a cost, payment, or expenditure that: 

(a) is a personal discretionary charge or purchase, including: 
(i) a charge for insurance, unless the insurance is required for a student to 
participate in an activity, class, or program; 
(ii) a charge for college credit related to the successful completion of: 

(A) a concurrent enrollment class; or 
(B) an advanced placement examination; or 

(iii) except when requested or required by the School, a charge for a 
personal consumable item such as a yearbook, class ring, letterman 
jacket or sweater, or other similar item; 
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(b) is subject to sales tax as described in Utah State Tax Commission Publication 
35, Sales Tax Information for Public and Private Elementary and Secondary 
Schools; or 
(c) by Utah Code, federal law, or State Board of Education rule is designated not 
to be a fee, including: 

(i) a school uniform as provided in Utah Code § 53G-7-801; 
(ii) a school lunch; or 
(iii) a charge for a replacement for damaged or lost School equipment or 
supplies. 

 
"Provided, sponsored, or supported by the School"  

(a) means an activity, class, program, fundraiser, club, camp, clinic, or other 
event that: 

(i) is authorized by the School; or 
(ii) satisfies at least one of the following conditions: 

(A) the activity, class, program, fundraiser, club, camp, clinic, or 
other event is managed or supervised by the School, or a School 
employee in the employees School employment capacity; 
(B) the activity, class, program, fundraiser, club, camp, clinic, or 
other event uses, more than inconsequentially, the School's 
facilities, equipment, or other School resources; or 
(C) the activity, class, program, fundraising event, club, camp, 
clinic, or other event is supported or subsidized, more than 
inconsequentially, by public funds, including the School's activity 
funds or minimum school program dollars. 

(b) does not include an activity, class, or program that meets the criteria of a 
noncurricular club as described in Title 53G, Chapter 7, Part 7, Student Clubs. 

 
“Provision in lieu of fee waiver”  

(a) means an alternative to fee payment or waiver of fee payment; and 
(b) does not include a plan under which fees are paid in installments or under 
some other delayed payment arrangement. 

 
"Requested or required by the School as a condition to a student's participation" means 
something of monetary value that is impliedly or explicitly mandated or necessary for a 
student, parent, or family to provide so that a student may: 

(a) fully participate in school or in a School activity, class, or program; 
(b) successfully complete a School class for the highest grade; or 
(c) avoid a direct or indirect limitation on full participation in a School activity, 
class, or program, including limitations created by: 

(i) peer pressure, shaming, stigmatizing, bullying, or the like; or 
(ii) withholding or curtailing any privilege that is otherwise provided to any 
other student. 
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“School equipment” means a durable school-owned machine, equipment, or tool used 
by a student as part of an activity, course, or program in a secondary school and 
includes a saw or 3D printer.  “School equipment” includes a saw or 3D printer. 
 
"Something of monetary value"  

(a) means a charge, expense, deposit, rental, fine, or payment, regardless of 
how the payment is termed, described, requested or required directly or 
indirectly, in the form of money, goods or services; and 

(b) includes: 
(i) charges or expenditures for a School field trip or activity trip, including 
related transportation, food, lodging, and admission charges; 
(ii) payments made to a third party that provide a part of a School activity, 
class, or program; 
(iii) classroom textbooks, supplies or materials;  
(iv) charges or expenditures for school activity clothing; and 
(v) a fine, except for a student fine specifically approved the School for: 

(A) failing to return School property; 
(B) losing, wasting, or damaging private or School property through 
intentional, careless, or irresponsible behavior; or 
(C) improper use of School property, including a parking violation. 

 
“Textbook” 

(a) means instructional material necessary for participation in an activity, course, 
or program, regardless of the format of the material;  

(b) includes:  
(i)  a hardcopy book or printed pages of instructional material, including a 

consumable workbook; or  
(ii) computer hardware, software, or digital content.  

(c) does not include instructional equipment or instructional supplies. 
 
“Waiver” means a full release from the requirement of payment of a fee and from any 
provision in lieu of fee payment. 
 

General School Fees Provisions 
 
The School may only collect a fee for an activity, class, or program provided, 
sponsored, or supported by the School consistent with School policies and state law. 
 
Beginning with the 2021-2022 school year: 

(a) if the School imposes a fee, the fee shall be equal to or less than the expense 
incurred by the School in providing for a student the activity, course, or program 
for which the School imposes a fee; and 
(b) the School may not impose an additional fee or increase a fee to supplant or 
subsidize another fee. 
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Beginning with the 2022-23 school year, the School may not sell textbooks or otherwise 
charge a fee for textbooks or the maintenance costs of School equipment as provided in 
Section 53G-7-602, except for a textbook used for a concurrent enrollment or advanced 
placement course.  
 
All fees are subject to the fee waiver provisions of this policy. 
 
 
 
 
Fees for Classes & Activities During the Regular School Day 
 
Fees for Students in Kindergarten through Sixth Grade 
 
No fee may be charged in kindergarten through sixth grade for materials, textbooks, 
supplies (except as provided below), or for any class or regular school day activity, 
including assemblies and field trips.  
 
Elementary students cannot be required to provide their own student supplies.  
However, the School or teacher may provide to a student’s parent or a suggested list of 
student supplies for use during the regular school day so that a parent or guardian may 
furnish on a voluntary basis student supplies for student use.  The list provided to a 
student's parent or guardian must include and be preceded by the following language: 
 

"NOTICE: THE ITEMS ON THIS LIST WILL BE USED DURING THE REGULAR 
SCHOOL DAY. THEY MAY BE BROUGHT FROM HOME ON A VOLUNTARY 
BASIS, OTHERWISE, THEY WILL BE FURNISHED BY THE SCHOOL." 

 
The School may charge a fee to a student in grade six if all of the following are true:  

(a) the School has students in any of the grades seven through twelve; 
(b) the School follows a secondary model of delivering instruction to the School’s 
grade six students; and 
(c) The School annually provides notice to parents that the School will collect 
fees from grade six students and that the fees are subject to waiver. 
 

Fees for Students in Seventh through Ninth Grade 
 
Fees may be charged in grades 7-9 in connection with an activity, class, or program 
provided, sponsored, or supported by the School that takes place during the regular 
school day if the fee is approved as provided in this policy and state law.  All such fees 
are subject to waiver.  In addition, if an established or approved class requires payment 
of fees or purchase of items (i.e., tickets to events, etc.) in order for students to fully 
participate and to have the opportunity to acquire all skills and knowledge required for 
full credit and highest grades, the fees or costs for the class are subject to waiver.    
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In project related courses, projects required for course completion will be included in the 
course fee. 
 
Secondary students may be required to provide their own student supplies, subject to 
the fee waiver provisions of this policy.  
 
Fees for Optional Projects 
 
The School may require students at any grade level to provide materials or pay for an 
additional discretionary project if the student chooses a project in lieu of, or in addition 
to a required classroom project.  A student may not be required to select an additional 
project as a condition to enrolling, completing, or receiving the highest possible grade 
for a course.  The School will avoid allowing high cost additional projects, particularly 
when authorizing an additional discretionary project results in pressure on a student by 
teachers or peers to also complete a similar high cost project. 
 
Fees for Activities Outside of the Regular School Day 
 
Fees may be charged in all grades for any School-sponsored activity that does not take 
place during the regular school day if participation in the activity is voluntary and does 
not affect the student’s grade or ability to participate fully in any course taught during the 
regular school day.  Fee waivers are available for such fees.   
 
A fee related to a co-curricular or extracurricular activity may not exceed the maximum 
fee amounts for the co-curricular or extracurricular activity adopted by the Board, as 
provided below. 
 
Activities that use the School facilities outside the regular school day but are not 
provided, sponsored, or supported by the School (i.e., programs sponsored by the 
parent organization and/or an outside organization) may charge for participation, and 
fee waivers are not available for these charges. 
 
An activity, class, or program that is provided, sponsored, or supported by the School 
outside of the regular School day or School year calendar is subject to this policy and 
state law regardless of the time or season of the activity, class, or program. 
 
In the event the School provides supplemental kindergarten, the School may charge a 
fee related to a student’s enrollment in the supplemental kindergarten.  A fee for 
supplemental kindergarten is subject to waiver. 
 
Fee Schedule 
 
The Board will approve a Fee Schedule at least once each year on or before April 1.  
The Fee Schedule will establish the maximum fee amount per student for each activity 
and the maximum total aggregate fee amount per student per school year.  No fee may 
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be charged or assessed in connection with an activity, class, or program provided, 
sponsored, or supported by the School, including for a curricular, co-curricular or 
extracurricular activity, unless the fee has been set and approved by the Board, is equal 
to or less than the established maximum fee amount for the activity, and is included in 
the approved Fee Schedule.  
 
The School will encourage public participation in the development of the Fee Schedule 
and related policies. 
 
Before approving the School's Fee Schedule, the School will provide an opportunity for 
the public to comment on the proposed Fee Schedule during a minimum of two public 
Board meetings. In addition to the standard notice of Board meetings under the Open 
and Public Meetings Act, the School will provide notice of these Board meetings using 
the same form of communication regularly used by the administration to communicate 
with parents. 
 
After the Fee Schedule is adopted, the Board may amend the Fee Schedule using the 
same process. 
 
Maximum Fee Amounts 
 
In connection with establishing the Fee Schedule, the Board will establish a per student 
annual maximum fee amount that the School may charge a student for the student's 
participation in all courses, programs, and activities provided, sponsored, or supported 
by the School for the year.  This is a maximum total aggregate fee amount per student 
per School year. 
 
The Board may establish a reasonable number of activities, courses, or programs that 
will be covered by the annual maximum fee amount. 
 
The amount of revenue raised by a student through an individual fundraiser for an 
activity, as well as the total per student amount expected to be received through 
required group fundraising for an activity, will be included as part of the maximum fee 
amount per student for the activity and maximum total aggregate fee amount per 
student. 
 
Notice to Parents 
 
The Principal will annually provide written notice of the School’s Fee Schedule and Fee 
Waiver Policy to the parent or guardian of each student in the School by ensuring that a 
written copy of the School’s Fee Schedule and Fee Waiver Policy is included with all 
registration materials provided to potential or continuing students each year.  The 
procedures for obtaining fee waivers and for appealing a denial of a waiver will also be 
included with the School’s registration materials. 
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The School will post the applicable Fee Schedule and Fee Waiver Policy, including 
maximum fee amounts, on the School’s website each school year. 
 
Donations 
 
The School may not request or accept a donation in lieu of a fee from a student or 
parent unless the activity, class, or program for which the donation is solicited will 
otherwise be fully funded by the School and receipt of the donation will not affect 
participation by an individual student. 
A donation is a fee if a student or parent is required to make the donation as a condition 
to the student's participation in an activity, class, or program. 
 
The School may solicit and accept a donation or contribution in accordance with the 
School’s policies, including the Donation and Fundraising Policy, but all such requests 
must clearly state that donations and contributions by a student or parent are voluntary. 
 
If the School solicits donations, the School: (a) shall solicit and handle donations in 
accordance with policies and procedures established by the School; and (b) may not 
place any undue burden on a student or family in relation to a donation. 
 
Fee Collection 
 
The School may pursue reasonable methods for obtaining payment for fees and for 
charges assessed in connection with a student losing or willfully damaging school 
property.   
 
The School may not exclude students from school, an activity, a class, or a program 
that is provided, sponsored, or supported by the School during the regular school day; 
refuse to issue a course grade; or withhold official student records, including written or 
electronic grade reports, diplomas, or transcripts, as a result of unpaid fees.  
 
The School may withhold the official student records of a student responsible for lost or 
damaged School property consistent with Utah Code § 53G-8-212 until the student or 
the student’s parent has paid for the damages, but may not withhold a student’s records 
required for student enrollment or placement in a subsequent school.   
 
A reasonable charge may be imposed by the School to cover the cost of duplicating, 
mailing, or transmitting transcripts and other school records.  No charge may be 
imposed for duplicating, mailing, or transmitting copies of school records to an 
elementary or secondary school in which the student is enrolled or intends to enroll. 
 
Consistent with Utah Code § 53G-6-604, the School will forward a certified copy of a 
transferring student’s record to a new school within 30 days of the request, regardless 
of whether the student owes fees or fines to the School.  
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Students shall be given notice and an opportunity to pay fines prior to withholding 
issuance of official written grade reports, diplomas and transcripts.  If the student and 
the student's parent or guardian are unable to pay for damages or if it is determined by 
the School in consultation with the student's parents that the student's interests would 
not be served if the parents were to pay for the damages, then the School may provide 
for a program of voluntary work for the student in lieu of the payment.  A general 
breakage fee levied against all students in a class or school is not permitted. 
 
 
Fee Refunds 
 
Student fees are non-refundable. 
 
Budgeting and Spending Revenue Collected Through Fees 
 
The School will follow the general accounting standards described in Rule R277-113 for 
treatment of fee revenue.  
 
Beginning with the 2020-2021 school year, the School will establish a spend plan for the 
revenue collected from each fee charged.  The spend plan will (a) provide students, 
parents, and employees transparency by identifying a fee’s funding uses; (b) identify the 
needs of the activity, course, or program for the fee being charged and include a list or 
description of the anticipated types of expenditures, for the current fiscal year or as 
carryover for use in a future fiscal year, funded by the fee charged.  
 
School Fee Collections & Accounting Procedures 
 
It is the responsibility of the Principal to ensure that all student fees collected are in 
compliance with the Fee Schedule and applicable financial policies and procedures.   
 
Fees must be received and deposited in a timely manner. 
 
Money may only be collected by staff authorized by the Principal.  Students may not 
collect fees. 
 
Beginning in the 2020-21 school year, the School may not use revenue collected 
through fees to offset the cost of fee waivers by requiring students and families who do 
not qualify for fee waivers to pay an increased fee amount to cover the costs of students 
and families who qualify for fee waivers. However, the School may notify students and 
families that the students and families may voluntarily pay an increased fee amount or 
provide a donation to cover the costs of other students and families. 
 

Fee Waiver Provisions 
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To ensure that no student is denied the opportunity to participate in a class or activity 
that is provided, sponsored, or supported by the School because of an inability to pay a 
fee, the School provides fee waivers or other provisions in lieu of fee waivers.  Fee 
waivers or other provisions in lieu of fee waivers will be available to any student whose 
parent is unable to pay a fee. 
 
All fees are subject to waiver.  
 
Non-waivable charges are not subject to waiver. 
 
Fee Waiver Administration 
 
The Principal will administer this policy and will review and grant fee waiver requests.  
The process for obtaining waivers or pursuing alternatives will be administered in 
accordance with this policy, fairly, objectively, and without delay, and in a manner that 
avoids stigma, embarrassment, undue attention, and unreasonable burdens on students 
and parents. 
 
The School will not treat a student receiving a fee waiver or provision in lieu of a fee 
waiver differently from other students.  The process for obtaining waivers or pursuing 
alternatives will create no visible indicators that could lead to identification of fee waiver 
applicants. 
 
The process for obtaining waivers or pursuing alternatives will comply with the privacy 
requirements of The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act of 1974, 20 U.S.C. 
1232g (FERPA).The School may not identify a student on fee waiver to students, staff 
members, or other persons who do not need to know. As a general rule, teachers and 
coaches do not need to know which students receive fee waivers.  Students may not 
assist in the fee waiver approval process. 
 
Fee Waiver Eligibility 
 
A student is eligible for a fee waiver if the School receives verification that: 
 

(a) In accordance with Utah Code § 53G-7-504(4), family income falls within 
levels established annually by the State Superintendent and published on the 
Utah State Board of Education website; 
(b) The student to whom the fee applies receives Supplemental Security Income 
(SSI).  If a student receives SSI, the School may require a benefit verification 
letter from the Social Security Administration; 
(c) The family receives TANF funding.  If a student’s family receives TANF, the 
School may require a letter of decision covering the period for which the fee 
waiver is sought from the Utah Department of Workforce Services; or 
(d) The student is in foster care through the Division of Child and Family Services 
or is in state custody.  If a student is in state custody or foster care, the School 
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may rely on the youth in care required intake form or school enrollment letter 
provided by a caseworker from the Utah Division of Child and Family Services or 
the Utah Juvenile Justice Department. 

 
The School will not maintain copies of any documentation provided to verify eligibility for 
a fee waiver. 
 
The School will not subject a family to unreasonable demands for re-qualification. 

 
The School may grant a fee waiver to a student, on a case by case basis, who does not 
qualify for a fee waiver under the foregoing provisions but who, because of extenuating 
circumstances, is not reasonably capable of paying the fee. 
 
The School may charge a proportional share of a fee or a reduced fee if circumstances 
change for a student or family so that fee waiver eligibility no longer exists. 
 
Fee Waiver Approval Process 
 
The Principal will inform patrons of the process for obtaining waivers and will provide a 
copy of the standard fee waiver application on the School’s website and in registration 
materials each year.   
 
The Principal will review fee waiver applications within five (5) school days of receipt.  If 
the School denies a request for a fee waiver, the School will provide the decision to 
deny a waiver in writing and will provide notice of the procedure for appeal in the form 
approved by the Utah State Board of Education. 
 
Any requirement that a student pay a fee will be suspended during any period in which 
the student's eligibility for a waiver is being determined or during the time a denial of 
waiver is being appealed. 
 
The School will maintain documentation of fee waiver applications and decisions that is 
adequate to report the required information to the Utah State Board of Education. 
 
Appeal Process 
 
Denial of eligibility for a waiver may be appealed in writing to the Principal within ten 
(10) school days of receiving notice of denial.  The School shall contact the parent 
within two (2) weeks after receiving the appeal and schedule a meeting with the 
Principal to discuss the parent's concerns.  If, after meeting with the Principal, the 
waiver is still denied, the parent may appeal, in writing, within ten (10) school days of 
receiving notice of denial to the Board.  
 
In order to protect privacy and confidentiality, the School will not retain information or 
documentation provided to verify eligibility for fee waivers.  
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Alternatives to Fees and Fee Waivers 

 
The School may allow a student to perform service or another approved task (as 
described in Utah Code § 53G-7-504(2)) in lieu of paying a fee or, in the case of an 
eligible student, in lieu receiving a fee waiver, but such alternatives may not be required.  
If the School allows an alternative to satisfy a fee requirement, the Principal will explore 
with the interested student and his or her parent/guardian the alternatives available for 
satisfying the fee requirement, and parents will be given the opportunity to review 
proposed alternatives to fees and fee waivers.  However, if a student is eligible for a 
waiver, textbook fees must be waived, and no alternative in lieu of a fee waiver is 
permissible for such fees.   
 
The School may allow a student to perform service in lieu of paying a fee or receiving a 
fee waiver if: (a) the School establishes a service policy or procedure that ensure that a 
service assignment is appropriate to the age, physical condition, and maturity of the 
student; (b) the School’s service policy or procedure is consistent with state and federal 
laws, including Section 53G-7-504 regarding the waiver of fees and the federal Fair 
Labor Standards Act, 29 U.S.C.  201; (c) the service can be performed within a 
reasonable period of time; and (d) the service is at least equal to the minimum wage for 
each hour or service. 
 
A student who performs service may not be treated differently than other students who 
pay a fee. 
 
The service may not create an unreasonable burden for a student or parent and may 
not be of such a nature as to demean or stigmatize the student. 
 
The School will transfer the student’s service credit to another LEA upon request of the 
student. 
 
The School may make an installment payment plan available for the payment of a fee.  
Such a payment plan may not be required in lieu of a fee waiver. 
 

Annual Review, Approval, and Training 
 
The Board will review and approve this policy annually. 
 
The School will develop a plan for at least annual training of School employees on fee-
related policies specific to each employee’s job functions. 
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2023-2024 Student Fee Schedule 

 
The following student fees may be assessed to students of Scholar Academy as follows: 

 
REQUIRED FEES  

(for all fully and partially enrolled students in grades 6-8) 

FEE DESCRIPTION EXPENDITURES FUNDED BY FEE (SPEND PLAN) TOTAL FEE 

6th Grade • Activity Fee $25 - activities, intramurals $25 

7th Grade 
 

• Intro to CCA Fee $25 - supplies 
• Activity Fee $25 - dances, intramurals 
• Spanish Fee $5 - cultural food, supplies 
• Science Fee $10 - lab supplies 
• Math Fee $5 - supplies  

$70 

8th Grade 
 

• Activity Fee $25 - dances, intramurals 
• Spanish Fee $5 - cultural food, supplies 
• Science Fee $10 - lab supplies 
• Math Fee $5 - supplies  

$45 

FEES FOR OPTIONAL COURSES, PROGRAMS, AND ACTIVITIES 
(for participating students enrolled in grades 7-8) 

FEE DESCRIPTION EXPENDITURES FUNDED BY FEE (SPEND PLAN) TOTAL FEE 

Art Courses • Art supplies $20/semester 

Technology Elective Course • Course supplies $10/semester 

Teton Science Trip  
(grade 8 only) • Teton Science Camp, transportation, activities  

$400 
camp/transporta

tion 

Theatre  • Supplies for costumes and props $15/semester 

FEES FOR OPTIONAL AFTER-SCHOOL CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 
(for participating students in grades identified below) 

FEE DESCRIPTION  EXPENDITURES FUNDED (SPEND PLAN) TOTAL FEE 

After School Clubs (K-8) • Supplies, stipend for instructors 0-$30/term 

Choir (grades 2-6) • T-shirts  $8 

School Play (grades 1-8) • Costumes, sets, props, royalties $30 
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PER STUDENT Grade 8 ANNUAL MAXIMUM FEE AMOUNT FOR SCHOOL YEAR: $663 
This amount reflects the total student fees any student in grade 8 would be required to pay if the student 
participated in all courses, programs, and activities provided, sponsored, or supported by the School for 
students in grade 8 for the year, including the optional Teton Science Trip.   

 
PER STUDENT Grade 7 ANNUAL MAXIMUM FEE AMOUNT FOR SCHOOL YEAR:  $188 

This amount reflects the total student fees any student in grades 7 would be required to pay if the student 
participated in all courses, programs, and activities provided, sponsored, or supported by the School for 
students in grade 7 for the year.   

 
PER STUDENT Grade 6 ANNUAL MAXIMUM FEE AMOUNT FOR SCHOOL YEAR:  $153 

This amount reflects the total student fees any student in grades 6 would be required to pay if the student 
participated in all courses, programs, and activities provided, sponsored, or supported by the School for 
students in grade 6 for the year.   

 
PER STUDENT (GRADES K-5) ANNUAL MAXIMUM FEE AMOUNT FOR SCHOOL YEAR: $128 

This amount reflects the total student fees any student in Kindergarten through grade 5 would be required to 
pay if the student participated in all after-school courses, programs, and activities provided, sponsored, or 
supported by the School for students in Kindergarten through grade 5 for the year.   

 
Notice to Parents: Your student may be eligible to have one or more of their fees waived.  For information on 
fees and fee waivers, please contact an administrator at the School and/or review the school fees materials 
provided during registration (School Fees Posters and Notices, Fee Waiver Policy, Fee Waiver Applications, 
Fee Waiver Decision and Appeal Form, etc.).  If you file a fee waiver request with the School and the request is 
denied, you may appeal the School’s decision.  
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PER STUDENT Grade 8 ANNUAL MAXIMUM FEE AMOUNT FOR SCHOOL YEAR: $663 
This amount reflects the total student fees any student in grade 8 would be required to pay if the student 
participated in all courses, programs, and activities provided, sponsored, or supported by the School for 
students in grade 8 for the year, including the optional Teton Science Trip.   

 
PER STUDENT Grade 7 ANNUAL MAXIMUM FEE AMOUNT FOR SCHOOL YEAR:  $188 

This amount reflects the total student fees any student in grades 7 would be required to pay if the student 
participated in all courses, programs, and activities provided, sponsored, or supported by the School for 
students in grade 7 for the year.   

 
PER STUDENT Grade 6 ANNUAL MAXIMUM FEE AMOUNT FOR SCHOOL YEAR:  $153 

This amount reflects the total student fees any student in grades 6 would be required to pay if the student 
participated in all courses, programs, and activities provided, sponsored, or supported by the School for 
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PER STUDENT (GRADES K-5) ANNUAL MAXIMUM FEE AMOUNT FOR SCHOOL YEAR: $128 

This amount reflects the total student fees any student in Kindergarten through grade 5 would be required to 
pay if the student participated in all after-school courses, programs, and activities provided, sponsored, or 
supported by the School for students in Kindergarten through grade 5 for the year.   

 
Notice to Parents: Your student may be eligible to have one or more of their fees waived.  For information on 
fees and fee waivers, please contact an administrator at the School and/or review the school fees materials 
provided during registration (School Fees Posters and Notices, Fee Waiver Policy, Fee Waiver Applications, 
Fee Waiver Decision and Appeal Form, etc.).  If you file a fee waiver request with the School and the request is 
denied, you may appeal the School’s decision.  



Scholar Academy School Trustlands Plan 2023- 2024 

 

Scholar Academy Goal #1  

Field Experiences are an essential element of Scholar Academy charter goals. Field 
experiences will support science and social studies standards by grade level.  

Academic Areas 

Science  
Social Studies  
 

Measurements: 

Students will write meaningful reflections to demonstrate understanding of their field 
experience.  

 

Action Plan 

Teachers will meet together to plan field experiences that will support the teaching of 
science and social studies standards.  

Trips will occur throughout the school year and teachers will present pre and post lessons to 
maximize student learning during the field experience.  

Students will compose post trip reflections to demonstrate understanding of their field 
experience.  

 

Expenditures 

Category 
 
Transportation 
Admission  

Description 
 
Purchase of admission, 
travel, and expenses related 
to and supporting field 
experiences  

Estimated Cost 
 
                                    
$40,000 

 

 



Goal #2- Behavior intervention specialist  
 
Students will be provided a behavior intervention specialist, BIS, that will work with teachers 
and staff on helping to support students in grades 5-8 who may need behavior intervention. 
The BIS who will support students and teachers of students who are 
exhibiting behavior difficulties that cannot be handled through normal classroom 
procedures. The BIS works with individuals or groups in order to facilitate positive and 
healthy behavior.   
 
 
Academic Areas: 
Reading 
Mathematics 
 
Measurements: 
BIS will target students, or groups of students that are identified by the classroom teachers 
and will implement strategies and plans to create an environment that is conducive to 
learning, as well as meeting the needs of behavior students.  
 
Action plan: 

 
1. Scholar will pay behavior intervention specialist using Trust lands  
2. The BIS will set goals for behavioral changes, monitor the student, assess 

progress, and modify behavioral plans if necessary 
 
 
 
Expenditures: 
 
Category- 
Salaries and Employee 
Benefits        

Description: 
 
Behavior Intervention 
Specialist              

Estimated Cost: 
 
                              $15,000 
 

 
 
 

 

 



Goal #3 

K-2 students who score well below or below on beginning of year Acadience and work with 
a Reading intervention specialist will increase their Acadience words correct and accuracy 
by 10% from BOY to EOY assessment.  
 
Academic Areas: 
Reading 
 
 
Measurements: 
BOY Acadience DORF determined from Fall 2023 to Spring 2024 Acadience Assessment- 
k-1 Phoneme Segment Fluency, 2-3 Daily Oral Reading Fluency  
 
Action plan: 
Reading Goal:  

1. Scholar will fund part of the intervention teacher salary  
2. Administer fall 2021 k-2 Acadience BOY reading assessment 
3. Review data from Fall 2020 Acadience 
4. Select students who are benchmarked as below and well below who need reading 

intervention in grades k-2. 
5. Provide daily reading intervention using Heggerty and Wilson Phonics Program, 

Fundations 
6. Administer MOY Acadience 
7. Target students who are below and well below benchmark on MOY Acadience. 

Adjust groups as needed 
8. Assess with DIBELS EOY 
9. Staff compiling data analysis 
10. Principal complete survey results on School Trust Land report  

 

Category 
 
Salary and Benefits 

Description  
 
Response to intervention 
specialist 

Estimated Cost 
 
                                              
40,000 

 

 



Any extra monies we will use towards technology- with the addition of two new rooms, we 
will need to get at least 1 smartboard.  



Annual Year-to-Date
June 30, 2023 February 28, 2023

Budget Actual % of Budget

Net Income
Income

Revenue From Local Sources 125,500 146,507 116.7 %
Revenue From State Sources 5,982,920 4,074,150 68.1 %
Revenue From Federal Sources 593,963 175,393 29.5 %

Total Income 6,702,383 4,396,050 65.6 %
Expenses

Instruction/Salaries 2,938,082 1,752,885 59.7 %
Employee Benefits 911,990 465,815 51.1 %
Purchased Prof & Tech Serv 427,000 341,460 80.0 %
Purchased Property Services 101,500 69,769 68.7 %
Other Purchased Services 90,000 47,330 52.6 %
Supplies & Materials 608,999 258,060 42.4 %
Property 440,000 3,356 0.8 %
Debt Services & Miscellaneous 824,999 303,276 36.8 %

Total Expenses 6,342,570 3,241,951 51.1 %
Total Net Income 359,813 1,154,099 320.8 %

Scholar Academy
Statement of Activities

Created on March 11, 2023
For Prior Month

Scholar Academy



Period Ending Period Ending
02/28/2023 02/28/2022

Actual Actual

Assets & Other Debits
Current Assets

Operating Cash 3,233,248 2,307,803
Accounts Receivables 198,515 41,774

Total Current Assets 3,431,763 2,349,577
Restricted Cash 1,187,686 1,182,481
Net Assets

Fixed Assets 11,054,693 11,130,157
Depreciation (1,051,028) (836,181)

Total Net Assets 10,003,665 10,293,976
Total Assets & Other Debits 14,623,114 13,826,034
Liabilities & Fund Equity

Current Liabilities 115,052 118,442
Long-Term Liabilities 10,920,153 11,194,540
Fund Balance 2,433,810 1,700,661
Net Income 1,154,099 812,391

Total Liabilities & Fund Equity 14,623,114 13,826,034

Scholar Academy
Statement of Financial Position

Created on March 11, 2023
For Prior Month

Scholar Academy



T RUS T L A NDS COMMI T T EE  

Scholar Academy



Money For 23-24 year Estimated $95,924.81

Idea-Moneys for Teton trip, expenses, travel,  Proposed 400 per kid

Content related field trips, Students receiving field experience curriculum areas of instruction. 

Salary Behavioral  

2 Behavior interventionalist, Elementary, Jr. High. add another person to behavior specialist for Jr. 
High 

Title 1-RTI-Mentoring, Salary



Costs per idea

Category 
 
Transportation 
Admission  

Description 
 
Purchase of admission, 
travel, and expenses related 
to and supporting field 
experiences  

Estimated Cost 
 
                                    
$40,000 

 

Expenditures: 
 
Category- 
Salaries and Employee 
Benefits        

Description: 
 
Behavior Intervention 
Specialist              

Estimated Cost: 
 
                              $15,000 
 

 

Category 
 
Salary and Benefits 

Description  
 
Response to intervention 
specialist 

Estimated Cost 
 
                                              
40,000 
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