
 
DIXIE TRANSPORTATION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL (DTEC) 

MINUTES 
December 16, 2009 

 
PRESENT 
Suzanne Allen, Chair, St. George City Council 
Jerry Amundsen, Vice Chair, Santa Clara City Council 
Jerry Blair, Ivin City Council 
Chris Hart, Ivins City Mayor 
Gil Almquist, St. George City Council 
Matt Ence, Santa Clara City Council 
Dan McArthur. St George City Mayor 
Jerry Lewis, UDOT Commissioer 
Jim Eardley, Washington County Commissioner 
Lowell Elmer, MPO Director 
Ken Sizemore, Five County AOG Executive Director 
Mike Empey, Congressional Aide, Jim Matheson 
Maureen Casper, Congressional Aide, Orrin Hatch 
Bryan Thiriot, Congressional Aide, Robert Bennett 
Monty Thurber, Traffic Technician, St. George City 
Cameron Cutler, Assistant City Engineer, St. George City 
Troy Torgersen, UDOT 
Miriam Palma, Secretary, City of St. George 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chairman Allen called the meeting to order at 12:10 p.m.  She said she was glad to see 
everyone there for her last meeting.  She called for a review of the November 18, 2009 meeting 
minutes. 
 
MINUTES 
Motion: Jerry Blair made a motion to accept the November 18, 2009 regular meeting 
  minutes as written.  
Second: Gil Almquist seconded. 
Vote:  All voted, “aye” and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Election 
Chairman Allen announced the nomination of officers for 2010 Chair and Vice Chair.  Reading 
from the MPO By-Laws, she reminded the group that this is a two-year term, the officers must 
be nominated from the voting members who sit on this Council and the Chair and Vice Chair 
cannot be from the same entity.  She emphasized that the Chair must be willing and able to go 
to monthly JPAC meetings in Salt Lake City.  She said the JPAC is made up of representatives 
from all MPOs in the state.  They discuss legislation and projects as well as networking.  
 
Chairman Allen called for nominations for 2010-2012 Chair: 
 
Jerry Amundsen nominated Gil Almquist 
Jerry Lewis nominated Jim Eardley 

 
 



Hearing no further nominations, she closed the nominations for Chair and opened nominations 
for Vice Chair 
 
Gil Lamquist nominated Chris Hart 
Jerry Amundsen nominated Matt Ence 
 
Hearing no further nominations, Chairman Allen closed nomination for the Vice Chair position 
and asked each member to mark their ballots and pass them to her.   
 
Lowell Elmer and Monty Thurber took the ballots out of the room to count.   
 
ARRA Fund Programming 
Lowell told the group that the DTAC had reviewed UDOT’s request to obligate $623 in 
unobligated ARRA funds.  They decided the funds should go to the Virgin River Bridge in 
Washington.  No one wanted to return any funds that could be used on regional projects.   
 
Motion:  Jim Eardley made a motion to obligate the unobligated ARRA funds in the 

amount of $623 to the Virgin River Bridge project in Washington City. 
Second:  Jerry Amundsen seconded. 
Vote:   All voted “aye” and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Lowell noted that he had received an e-mail from Ahmed Jabar at UDOT.  Congress is seriously 
considering another $27 billion stimulus program.  He suggested that each entity notify him of 
any shovel-ready projects they would like to submit for funding.  The DTAC will prioritize the 
projects for Council review.   
 
Director’s Position 
Ken Sizemore, AOG Director, told the group that, after eight years as MPO Director, Lowell 
Elmer will be retiring June 30, 2010.  He and Lowell have reviewed the structure of other MPOs 
in the state and nation and propose the following reorganization of the MPO Administrative 
Office:  Ken Sizemore would take over the administrative duties such as policy, budget and 
personnel.  A seasoned senior-level transportation planner would be recruited to do long-range 
planning and project coordination and Curt Hutchings would remain in his role as Regional 
Transportation Coordinator.  
 
Jerry Lewis asked what advantages there would be to this reorganization.  Ken felt that one 
advantage would be peer-on-peer relationship with other AOG Executive Directors for 
networking purposes.  Another key advantage would be to avoid duplication in day-to-day 
supervision.  Lowell said that this would make the MPO more efficient and effective, especially 
now that future FHWA financing for planning and project development has become uncertain.  
He also felt that this reorganization would provide personnel stability as the transportation 
planner would be paid from the AOG and, therefore, be eligible for fringe benefits.   
 
Chairman Allen commented that we have been blessed to have had Lowell to get the MPO 
organized and running.  Mayor McArthur appreciated that Lowell has kept members well 
informed of any developments and hoped that the openness and information flow would 
continue under the new regime. 
 



Ken commented that the MPO should have some good experience to draw on as three directors 
from other MPOs are retiring and moving to Washington County. 
 
 
I-15 Signage 
Troy Torgersen gave a presentation regarding I-15 signage that was given to the DTAC.  In the 
presentation, he discussed the general policies, uses, characteristics, types and placement of 
the various signs on I-15.  He noted that the DTAC members were concerned about taking a 
role in decisions about signage because it is political.  But, they want to help UDOT to make the 
right decisions.  Troy indicated that UDOT will make the decision as to sign placement, but 
welcomes any input that the MPO may have. 
 
Potential Land Development Issues 
None identified 
 
UDOT/FHWA UPDATES 
Neither Troy Torgerson or Jerry Lewis had anything to report on UDOT projects. 
 
PRESENTATION 
Lowell Elmer presented Suzanne Allen with a plaque and letter indicating appreciation for her 
hard work as MPO Chair.  Mayor McArthur said he appreciated the fact that he can always 
count on her.  She has been a great Mayor ProTem. 
 
Chairman Allen said she would not miss her job so much as the people who have made it 
enjoyable.  The group reminded her that this is a public meeting and she will always be 
welcome. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The meeting adjourned at 1:20 p.m.   


