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Rockville Town Council

Regular Meeting
Rockville Town Hall
February 15, 2023 – 6:00 pm

1. CALL TO ORDER – ROLL CALL: Mayor Leach called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. Michael Evenson, Dan McGuire, M. Honer-Orton, Mayor Pam Leach and Jeff Ballard were present. Clerk Bell recorded the meeting.
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Mayor Leach lead the Pledge of Allegiance.
3. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA: Dan MOVED to approve the agenda. M. Honer-Orton SECONDED the motion.
VOTE on Motion:
Michael Evenson: Aye

Dan McGuire: Aye

M. Honer-Orton: Aye

Mayor Pam Leach:  Aye

Jeff Ballard: Aye

The motion passed unanimously.
4. DECLARATION OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST WITH AN AGENDA ITEM: No conflicts were disclosed.
PUBLIC COMMENTS: Jane Brennan, Planning Commission Vice-Chair, shared with the Council that she had written and shared an email with them that expressed concern about the ability for Diane Chaffin and Carol Seegmiller to possibly move the rock house that is on Allen Lee’s quarry to either the Cox property across the street or a bit of property close to the cemetery. Mayor Leach reminded the Council that this is simply a discussion, and no decisions would be made. Dan asked whether UDOT would allow the entering and exiting of traffic on the highway at the future location. Jane responded that they may have a problem with UDOT and that the family would need to be considerate of that possibility. She continued to say that Diane and Carol brought this prospect to the Town asking whether or not it would need a permit. Jane stated that her main concern about the move directly across the highway from where it currently stands, is that terrain is hilly, and it may not be buildable and possibly be part of Sensitive Lands. Dan asked if the property fronts onto the highway. Jane responded yes. Dan suggested that the building reside close to the highway abiding by appropriate setbacks. Jane shared that the terrain is hilly beginning at the fence line. She continued to share that Diane and Carol stated that if the rock building is not movable that they would like to use their land as a memorial park with a walkway and benches, using the rocks that are in the rock building to create a monument. Jane explained that the women spoke of constructing a metal frame inside the rock house to help preserve the structure and then wrapping the entire structure in order to move it as one big box. They were looking into a company that could oversee the move as that particular company had previously moved a temple successfully. Jane continued to share that the women spoke of developing a foundation Trust and having financial backing, as it is likely to be a costly endeavor. The Town would not have any financial obligations and the funding would be independent. M. Honer-Orton shared that she would prefer to see the rock building preserved. Jane asked how the Council felt about moving the rock building to the cemetery property. M. Honer-Orton believed that would be a viable option. Michael asked about permitting and what would be required. Jane responded that the Planning Commission would not need to issue a permit, as a ‘Moving Permit’ doesn’t exist, just a Demolition or Construction Permit exist, and this project is neither of those. Mayor Leach stated that a Permit would be required if it was in a Sensitive Land Overlay Zone, which would require approval prior to permitting. Jane agreed, saying absolutely and if the cemetery property is the final destination, she believed there would be no issue with setbacks as the cemetery is far enough away from the road. Mayor Leach stated that the other concern is to ensure that if the building is open to the public, there is sufficient and safe parking off the highway that the family/Trust would need to provide. Michael asked if the cemetery were to be the final destination, would the neighbors be impacted by additional traffic. Jane responded that she doubted there would be a big increase but that was an important consideration. She continued to share concerns about the possibility of moving the rock building across the highway from Allen Lee’s quarry, as the building would be unfenced and more open to the public, although it would not be in a neighbor’s view. If it were moved to the cemetery, there would likely be  enough activity around to help prevent vagrants and vandalism. M. Honer-Orton asked if the Hirschi’s have been approached about the possibility as they live next door. Jane said no. Mayor Leach stated that visitation may increase as tourism increases and word is shared about the rock building and may become an unexpected attraction. Dan asked if the Town would incur any liability if the rock building were on Town property in the cemetery.  Mayor Leach stated that there would need to be an agreement that the family/Trust is fully responsible for carrying liability insurance and for maintenance as well. Jane added that the main concern is that the building is closed, making the interior inaccessible to the public. Mayor Leach asked at what stage the project currently stood. Clerk Bell shared that she believed the women are waiting for word from the Town as to the possibilities. Jane asked what the Council felt about notifying the women that either location could be a possibility, and let them know that a vote would be required prior to finalizing plans. The Council agreed. Jane committed to relay that information.
DISCUSSION / INFORMATION / NON-ACTION ITEMS
1. REPORT ON ROCKVILLE / SPRINGDALE FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT: Mayor Leach read that there were 2 calls in Rockville, 1 medical refusal and 1 cancelled prior to arrival. Springdale had 13 calls with 2 medical transports, 7 refusals and 4 fire calls. Zion had no calls. She shared that she was provided incident reports for the area for January, covering Toquerville, LaVerkin, Springdale, Rockville, Zion National Park, Leeds and Virgin. For that area they had 346 calls: 10 in Toquerville, 33 in LaVerkin, 13 for all of Springdale, Rockville and Zion as well as 12 for Leeds and 2 for Virgin. For the entire year of 2022 covering the entire area, there were 4,729 total calls. Hurricane had the largest number of calls at 2,679. Leeds had 141, LaVerkin had 381, Rockville / Springdale / Zion had 228, Virgin had 122 and Toquerville had 145. M. Honer-Orton asked if Rockville is noting the percentage of emergency calls that Rockville uses vis-à-vis the amount of money paid, to avoid overpayment for services. Jeff responded that it is payment for service not for the number of calls. M. Honer-Orton stated that previously Rockville paid a percentage based on use.
2. REPORT ON RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION: Planning Commission Vice-Chair Brennan shared that at the most recent Planning Commission meeting, the new Chair Tim Arnold did a wonderful job leading the meeting. She continued to say that the Commission dealt with 3 items. The first was an Interior Accessory Dwelling Unit Permit Application that was approved for the Cole’s [50 Bridge Road]. The second was issuing a Grading/Excavation Permit for J. Toomey [268 West Grafton Road] who is working with the Army Corps of Engineers to mitigate erosion at the riverbank. The third item was approval of a Grading/Excavation Permit for K. Rybkiewicz [115 Bridge Road] that will add fill-dirt on the riverside of the property to match the neighbor’s grade at the river. The plan is to re-establish a natural look as the bridge construction disrupted the land at the riverside.
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTION ITEMS
1. APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE JANUARY 11, 2023, REGULAR MEETING:
M. Honer-Orton MOVED to approve the minutes of the January 11, 2023 Regular Meeting. Michael SECONDED the motion.
VOTE on Motion:

Michael Evenson: Aye

Dan McGuire: Aye

M. Honer-Orton: Aye

Mayor Pam Leach:  Aye

Jeff Ballard: Aye

The motion passed unanimously.

2. APPROVAL OF EXPENDITURES FOR THE MONTH OF JANUARY 2023: Jeff MOVED to approve the expenditures for the month of January 2023. Dan SECONDED the motion.
VOTE on Motion:

Michael Evenson: Aye

Dan McGuire: Aye

M. Honer-Orton: Aye

Mayor Pam Leach:  Aye

Jeff Ballard: Aye

The motion passed unanimously.

3. APPROVAL OF THE JANUARY 2023 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS: M. Honer-Orton MOVED to approve the January 2023 financial statements. Jeff SECONDED the motion.
VOTE on Motion:

Michael Evenson: Aye

Dan McGuire: Aye

M. Honer-Orton: Aye

Mayor Pam Leach:  Aye

Jeff Ballard: Aye

The motion passed unanimously.

ADMINISTRATIVE NON-ACTION ITEMS
MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBER REPORTS

Mayor Pam Leach: She began by sharing that there was a great turnout for the Appreciation Breakfast. There was a surprisingly large turnout of children that helped with the breakfast. The next community event is Arbor Day, April 29, 2023. Jim Harlan has provided photos from the breakfast that are available on his website. 

Jeff and Mayor Leach plan to meet with the County Commissioners to determine the actions taken on our roads. She stated that Matt Ekins, our attorney is drafting a resolution that can be presented to the County regarding Rockville’s preferences regarding the Smithsonian Butte and the by-pass, with the road being improved but not paved. Jeff added that cinder had been added as the most recent improvement. Mayor Leach had spoken with Ron Whitehead who said that they are looking at adding signage to limit vehicular weight. There have been signs added towards the bottom of the road that notifies travelers of rough road and recommendations of four-wheel drive and high clearance vehicles. 
Mayor Leach directed all to the South Mesa Development as there have been many questions at the Town Office about possible development. Research is being done regarding what requirements will need to be fulfilled prior to anyone developing on the south mesa. A big concern is that the parcels are right over the watershed and aquifer for the Rockville Pipeline Co. Michael asked if the Planning Commission or the County could help. Mayor Leach responded that the parcels were created prior to the County having had a Zoning Department or Planning Commission circa 1956. Jeff added that Dixon and Darwin Terry were the folks responsible for the division of the parcels and built that road up the mesa. Mayor Leach expanded on the related concerns that included: septic requirements, sewer requirements, water requirements, fire protection, all of  which must be considered in any development. With more than 60 parcels, they must have two entrance and exit routes which may stop the development right there. This was taken to the County Recorder, to document the changes that were made on the mesa but had not gone through any prior approval process. Mayor Leach shared that there is currently no water access for the majority of the parcels. She continued to say that contamination of the water supply through the use of septic systems in the area would be detrimental for our water. M. added that the aquifer is shared with Apple Valley and development would adversely affect their community as well.  

Dan McGuire: He began with the Washington County Solid Waste Board that met on February 13, 2023. There was a Public Hearing to present the proposal for the upgrade of the Waste Center which will have two scales, both in and out with two lanes of traffic also in and out. The first phase will be the scales and then the administration building. Then they plan to add a public convenience center as phase three. Nine million dollars was approved to Galloway to begin construction. The money was approved by the Community Impact Board who funds the money, in this case as a thirty year note that the district pays.
Dan then shared about the Fire District who will be having a meeting on February 27, 2023 with the main topic being the shift schedule. Currently they work a 24/48, 24 hours on, 48 hours off. There had been a briefing prepared to change the schedule to 48/96 with 48 hours on and 96 hours off, which the fire staff supported. Dan shared that the Fire District’s attorney resigned a few months ago due to a lot of chaos with intense in-fighting and many disagreements.

Michael Evenson: The Southwest Mosquito Control and Abatement had their first meeting, which he affectionately referred to as the ‘bug abatement’. The only news to report was that Washington City would like support for a massive storage facility/industrial park near the airport, which was approved, and will bring in tax revenue from the building, and help fund the ‘bug abatement’. Chemicals have been purchased and they are gearing up for this Summer. 

M. Honer-Orton: She began by sharing that the CERT program is now online with a few practicums that must be attended in person such as first-aid and bandaging as well as a final. Dan asked if a make-believe emergency would help to see how effective the training can be. M. responded that there are only four active members and last year they brought out the CERT trailer, brought out the contents for the ‘shake-out’. This year the ‘shakeout’ will be in 
April. The Zion Regional Collaborative meeting took place recently and there was no news that affected Rockville.

Jeff Ballard: Jeff shared that Brad Quinn began on the ditch on February 13th beginning with cleaning the ditch about a foot and a half, down to the rock. Jeff met with Brad, and they agreed to go a little farther than what was originally discussed to keep it level and allow it to fall to the east. Brad planned to backfill with gravel and add the rocks he had cut to size.

Jeff suggested creating only two newsletters per year, as information may be redundant and asked for the Council’s thoughts. Mayor Leach had noted that Clerk Bell keeps the Town informed about all happenings through the newsletter and supported two newsletters per year. Dan agreed that two would be fine. Michael also agreed. Clerk Bell committed to one newsletter in February and the second in August. She added that if there is an important message to convey, an email would suffice.
STAFF REPORT AS NEEDED: Clerk Bell shared that Michael Hatfield is the new Deputy Town Clerk. 
ADJOURNMENT: Jeff MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Michael SECONDED the motion.
VOTE on Motion:

Michael Evenson: Aye

Dan McGuire: Aye

M. Honer-Orton: Aye

Mayor Pam Leach:  Aye

Jeff Ballard: Aye

The motion passed unanimously.
The meeting adjourned at 6:54 p.m.
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Town of Rockville



APPROVED:

_____________________________________________
Pam Leach, Mayor

The foregoing minutes were posted in the cabinet of the Rockville Town Office by ___________________
on ______________________, 2023, at approximately _____________AM/PM and on the Utah Public Network and Rockville websites.   
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