M I N U T E S (Unapproved Draft)
UTAH CONSERVATION COMMISSION (UCC) MEETING
Regular Meeting, February 12, 2014
Location, Salt Lake City, UT
ATTENDANCE:
LuAnn Adams, Commissioner, Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF), Standing UCC Chair 
Appointed Conservation District (CD) Supervisor UCC Voting Members:

S. Bruce Karren, Zone 1 
Doug Bateman, Zone 2 
Alan Brown, Zone 3 

Scott Mower, Zone 4

Allen Henrie, Zone 5

Ed Bench, Zone 6, via conference call
Joe Begay, Zone 7

Standing Ex-Officio UCC Voting Members:

Wendell Stembridge, President, Utah Association of Conservation Districts (UACD) 
Kevin Carter, Director, Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration 

Jerry Caldwell, Utah Weed Supervisor Association President

Jay Tanner, Chair, State Grazing Advisory Board 

Commission Members Absent:

Lowell Braxton, Vice Chair, State Grazing Advisory Board

V. Phillip Rasmussen, UT State University Extension (USU) 

Walt Baker, Director, Water Quality Division, Utah Department of Environmental Quality
Alternate UCC Members (Non-voting):

Spencer, Holmgren, Zone 1

Nile Carlson, Zone 2
Stuart Bowler, Zone 5
Conservation Partners Representatives:

Gordon Younker, Executive Vice President, UT Association of Conservation Districts (UACD) 
Bracken Henderson, Zone 1 Coordinator, UACD

Loralie Cox, Zone 2 Coordinator, UACD

David Pace, Zone 4 Coordinator, UACD

Tracy Balch, Zone 4 Assistant Coordinator, UACD

Tyce Palmer, Zone 5 Coordinator, UACD 
Darrell Gillman, Zone 6 Coordinator, UACD

Roger Barton, Zone 7 Coordinator, UACD

Reed Smith, David & Weber Counties District Manager

Clint Hill, Box Elder District Manager

Pedro Ramos, for David Brown, State Conservationist, Natural Resource Conservation Service (NRCS)

Dave Whittekiend, USDA Forest Service

Brad Westwood, Director, Utah State History
Department of Agriculture and Food:

Thayne Mickelson, UCC Executive Director
Sherie Edginton, Executive Secretary, UCC 
Jay Olsen, Environmental Stewardship Specialist

Richard Sandberg, Loan Administrator, Agricultural Loan Section

Roberta Valdez, Loan Specialist, Agricultural Loans Section

Karen Rhynsburger, Loan Specialist, Agricultural Loans Section
Rob Hougaard, Director, Plant Industry

Troy Forrest, Grazing Improvement Program, Plant Industry
Guests:
Doug Pace, Fremont River CD

Wayne Kidd, Legislative Auditor

Karleen Watson, Legislative Auditor
SUMMARY OF COMMISSION ACTION

1. Approval of November 5 and December 2, 2013 Meeting Minutes
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2. ARDL Zone Allocation
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3. To Pursue ARDL Code Changes to include Commodity Sheds 
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4. The Commission to Act as the Policy Steering Committee for CRMs
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UCC MEETING - CALL TO ORDER

Utah Department of Agriculture and Food Commissioner, LuAnn Adams, Utah Conservation Commission (UCC) Chairman, called the meeting to order at 12:46 PM.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Commissioner Adams indicated that the November 5, 2013meeting minutes and December 2, 2013 conference call meeting minutes draft were distributed electronically, and to some by hard copy with this meeting notice.  She asked for action on these minutes.  There was a correction needed on the November meeting minutes.  The motion was made by Mr. Kevin Carter to approve November 5, 2013 meeting minutes, with corrections, seconded by Mr. Joe Begay.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.  The motion was made by Mr. Douglas Bateman to approve December 2, 2013 conference call meeting minutes, seconded by Mr. Bruce Karren.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.

PARTNERSHIP PROGRAM REVIEW
Mr. Pedro Ramos, Natural Resource Conservation Service, reported the New Farm Bill has passed.  Some programs have been combined, such as; the EQIP and WHIP and the easement programs have been combined.  Combining these programs will make the funding higher, with less cost. EQIP will increase to about $1.65 billion nationwide.  By 2018 EQIP will have about $42-45 million.  Funding will go from 1 year to multiyear funding.  This will allow NRCS to plan more projects and not send money back to Washington.  AGI has been suspended for this year only.  The Grassland Preserve Program now requires a match, but NRCS may be able to waive that if the landowner can contribute 25% of the cost.  
Mr. Brad Westwood, Director, Utah Division of State History, introduced himself as the new director.  
Mr. Kevin Carter, Director, Utah School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration, reported they have signed an authorization for a land exchange with BLM.  They are swapping 25,000 acres in the Moab area for 35,000 acres in the Uintah Basin area.  They are working with Congressman Bishop concerning land use in eastern Utah.  

Mr. Wendell Stembridge, President, UACD presented a poster of the Dust Bowl to Commissioner Adams.  
Mr. Mike Styler, Director, Department of Natural Resources, reported they are waiting to see if the legislature will be funding projects to help stop catastrophic fire.  There is a bill to keep track of water rights in individual county recorders offices.  He reported on HB49 which amends definitions; modifies the procedure for filing a change application; requires parties to mediate issues arising from a change application before administrative review or litigation; provides an option for court resolution of legal issues not within the purview of the state engineer; allows recovery of attorney fees under certain circumstances; and makes technical changes.  They are forming agreements with the Ute and Navajo Nations concerning water development on the Colorado River.
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE

Mr. Kyle Stephens, Deputy Commissioner, updated the commission on bills that are in process at the legislature: HB205, Defines the term “genetically modified food”; discuss creating a multistate agreement to label genetically modified food; specifies the goals of an agreement; provides for a report on an agreement to label genetically modified food; and provides a repeal date.  HB253, provides that certain Utah State Fair Corporation board members must be residents of different counties; adds the director of the Division of Facilities Construction and Management and the commissioner of Agriculture and Food to the board; and makes technical changes.  HB261, Allows the owner of certain dead animals to bury the dead animals on the owner’s property; requires a study of, and report on the disposal of dead domestic horses; and establishes a repeal date.  HB309, Provides for the appointment of the state veterinarian by the Commissioner of the Department of Agriculture and Food; and establishes the responsibilities of the state veterinarian.  SB114, Modifies the provision listing what records constitute protected records; enacts the Canal Safety Act, including; defining terms; providing for the scope of the chapter; requiring the Division of Water Rights to take certain acts; providing for the creation of a canal action list; requiring certain persons to create remediation plans and imposing related requirements; and prohibiting the issuance of grants and loans under certain circumstances; and makes technical and conforming changes.  SJR14, Requests that the United States Congress and the President of the United States take immediate action to protect the Greater Canyonlands region as a natural, pristine, and undeveloped area for enjoyment, recreation, and use by current and future generations; finds the protection of this area to be in the best interest of Utahans and Americans; and calls for public input and discussion on how the land should best be protected for recreational purposes. Possible bills not yet filed are Agricultural Amendments, Agricultural Environmental Amendments, Canal Safety Amendments, Grazing and Timber Agricultural Commodity Zones in Utah, Repeal of Agriculture Conservation Easement Account. However the ARDL department has set aside money to be deposited $10,000 in this account. Water Jurisdiction Amendments, Water Reuse Amendments, Water Rights Amendments, Urban Farming Amendments.  
AGRICULTURE CERTIFICATE OF ENVIRONMENTAL STEWARDSHIP (ACES)
Mr. Jay Olsen, ACES Program Environmental Specialist, reported he had reported on the timeline of the rule making process for the ACES program.  There were two comments that needed to be addressed on the requirements of the program.  So the rules should be submitted by the end of February, first of March.  EPA has yet to comment on the rules.  
AGRICULTRE RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT LOAN (ARDL) UPDATE
Mr. Dick Sandberg, ARDL Loan Administrator, reported on the ARDL program status as of August 31, 2013. 
	ARDL Bank Account
	$692,698

	Investment Account
	$10,695,575

	Cash Total
	$11,388,272

	Undisbursed Loans
	$454,289

	Loan Applications in Process
	$2,339,111

	Zone Allocations
	$4,467,957

	Applications & Zone Funds Total
	$6,807,068

	Net Cash Position
	$4,126,915

	Legislative Appropriation
	$22,092,132

	Principal Balance of Loans
	$18,016,224

	Undisbursed Funds
	$454,289

	Total
	$18,470,513

	Contracted Loans
	480

	Active Applications
	33

	Average Contracted Loan Size
	$38,480

	Loans 30 Days Past Due
	34

	Principal Repayments Year to Date
	$2,993,907

	Interest Payments
	$537,035

	Penalty Payments
	$6,806

	Total
	$3,537,749

	Loans Paid Off
	60

	New Loans
	11

	Average New Loan Size
	$56,740

	TA Fees Paid to UACD Year to Date
	$24,005


Ms. Sandberg reported there is one loan in bankruptcy in Washington County, but there should be little loss incurred.  
	Zone #
	1/31/2014
	Add/Del
	Balance

	Zone 1
	$1,018,360
	$400,000
	$1,418,360

	Zone 2
	$336,433
	$200,000
	$536,433

	Zone 3
	$570,546
	$300,000
	$870,546

	Zone 4
	$694,510
	$1,100,000
	$1,794,510

	Zone 5
	$750,227
	$900,000
	$1,650,227

	Zone 6
	$472,443
	$600,000
	$1,072,443

	Zone 7
	$625,438
	$626,915
	$1,252,353

	Totals
	$4,467,957
	$4,126,915
	$8,594,872


A motion to accept the Zone Allocations was made by Mr. Allen Henrie, seconded by Mr. Doug Bateman.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
Mr. Sandberg reported the possible Rural Rehab extended uses.  There was a possibility of using rural rehab funds for a building for a Conservation District.  Rural Rehab loans cannot be made to public entities; this would require a law change.  There is a surplus of funds in the program.  Some of the funds come from the federal government.  A Rural Rehab must be a loan of last resort, if the producer or co-op has been turned down by traditional loan facilities.  The management of the Rural Rehab account is managed by the Ag Advisory Board.  
Mr. Doug Bateman reported on the changes that were approved by the Commission in the November 2013 meeting minutes.  He asked if the Commission would like a code change to include program or improvements for agriculture product storage or protection of a crop or animal.  In the past ARDL has financed equipment that would be used directly for a project.  Would there be a problem if ARDL would be in competition with private lenders or FSA?  A motion was made to pursue code changes to include equipment and commodity sheds by Mr. Joe Begay, seconded by Mr. Wendell Stembridge.  The motion passed unanimously by voice vote.
COORDINATED RESOURCE MANAGEMENT (CRM)
Mr. Thayne Mickelson, UCC Executive Director, reported on the recent training for CRMs.  Earlier this year there were grants awarded to 5 different districts for CRM projects planning.  There were two opportunities for training, one in Salt Lake City and in Richfield.  About seventy people attended.  It was suggested that the Commission should act as the steering committee for future CRM projects.  A motion was made to have the Commission act as the CRM policy steering committee by Mr. Alan Brown, seconded by Mr. Bruce Karren.   The motion passed unanimously by voice vote. 

CONSERVATION COMMISSION BUSINESS

Mr. Thayne Mickelson, reported on the supervisor election, he asked if there were obstacles that made the election cumbersome.  A report of who will be eliminated off of the voter lists because they hadn’t voted in the last two elections need to be generated at the time the voter lists are sent out.  Bios need to be added to the Conservation District website, so voters can find out about the candidates, with a link to the website put on the ballot.  
CALENDAR OF FUTURE EVENTS

1.
New Supervisor Training:  Feb 13, 2014 at UDAF in Salt Lake City
2.
Conservation District “Day at the Legislature”: Feb 14, 2014 at Capitol in Salt Lake City
3.
UCC Meeting: Mar 17, 2014 at St George
4.  
Utah Water Users:  Mar 18-19, 2014 at St George
5.
UCC Meeting: Jun 25, 2014 at Kanab

6.
Utah Conservation Field Day:  Jun 26, 2014 at Kanab
7.
UCC Meeting: Sept ??? at Salt Lake City

8.
UCC Meeting: Nov 12, 2014 at Layton
ADJOURNMENT

Meeting adjourned 3:07 PM 
Sherie Edginton, Conservation Program Secretary

Thayne Mickelson, UCC Administrative Officer   
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