
THE STATE OF UTAH
COUNTY OF SEVIER
CITY OF RICHFIELD
At the City Council
In and For Said City
January 28, 2014
7:06:26 PMMinutes of the Richfield City Council meeting held on Tuesday, January 28, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Richfield City office building located at 75 East Center, Richfield, Utah.   Mayor David C. Ogden presiding.
1. OPENING REMARKS

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

3. ROLL CALL

4. MINUTES APPROVED

5. SURFACE REQUIREMENTS FOR ADDITIONAL PARKING AT THE MOUNTAIN UTAH FAMILY MEDICAL CLINIC APPROVED
6. ANNUAL GOLF COURSE REPORT
7. ANNEXATION ORDINANCE 2014-1 APPROVED
8. PROCESS FOR SELECTION OF HEALTH INSURANCE BROKER DETERMINED
9. OTHER BUSINESS

10. EXECUTIVE SESSION

11. RECONVENE & ADJOURN

1. OPENING REMARKS were offered by Councilmember Nielson.

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE was led by Councilmember Arrington.

3.   ROLL CALL was answered by Mayor Dave Ogden, Councilmembers Kevin Arrington, Bryan Burrows, Kathy Christensen, Connie Nielson, City Manager Matthew Creamer, City Finance Director Mike Langston and City Recorder Michele Jolley.  Mayor Ogden excused Councilmember Richard Barnett. 7:08:10 PM
Others present:  Kris Abegglen, Dr. Blake Zobell, Dr. David Pope, Leann Pope and Dave Anderson.
4. MINUTES APPROVED.  7:08:35 PM The Council reviewed the minutes of the meeting held January 14, 2014 and made the following corrections.  On page 4 at line 3, the word “things” should be “thing.”  At line 14, the word “are” was changed to “is.”  At line 21, the word “percentages” was changed to “percentage.”  At line 38, the word “helps” was changed to “help”.  At line 39, the word, “works” was changed to “work.”  On page 6, at line 42, the word “it” was removed.   On page 8 at line 27, the word “nearly” replaced the word “about.”  On page 9 at line 4, the word “here” should be “her.”  At line 34, the sentence was changed to read, “We have learned from past experience and we feel it is even more important than ever to select a broker or agent that can provide us with the right information.” 
Councilmember Christensen moved to approve the minutes of the meeting held January 14, 2014 as corrected.  Councilmember Arrington moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye;, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  
5. SURFACE REQUIREMENTS FOR ADDITIONAL PARKING AT THE MOUNTAIN UTAH FAMILY MEDICAL CLINIC APPROVED.  7:14:58 PM  Mayor Ogden read the recommendation of the Planning Commission to approve a non-hard surface to allow for employee parking with the condition that proper drainage would be maintained.  Councilmember Nielson wondered about weed control along the fence.  Dr. Pope stated that they will eventually surface the property and he also indicated that they will maintain the weeds.  Mrs. Pope indicated that they have hired someone to maintain their property.  There was some question about the fire hydrant mess that has been left and the status of that repair.  Mr. Creamer will check with the public works department and let them know.  Councilmember Burrows moved to approve a non-hard surface for employee parking for employees at the new medical clinic based on the recommendations of the Planning Commission.  Councilmember Nielson moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye;, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Turner, aye.  

6. ANNUAL GOLF COURSE REPORT.  7:22:17 PM  Mr. Abegglen addressed the Council to report on the status of the golf course.  He gave them a copy of a handout that is available for customers who have questions about our rates.  The flyers are also put in the hotels, the KOA and used in other promotional opportunities that we have.  7:23:13 PM  Kason Anderson will be going with Councilmember Arrington next week to a golf show in Denver, Colorado to promote our golf course.  Councilmember Arrington has friends in St. George who recommended this golf show because it is their best show and they are doing so well bringing people from Denver to St. George that he thought we should set up a booth at this show.  He has a coupon with a hotel and restaurant and from the golf course, so we can see how many of those come in. Mr. Abegglen stated that we do have quite a few people from Colorado who travel through and stop, but the more we can get to come, the better.

7:24:22 PMHe discussed the current revenues with the Council showing that green fees are up because we have been open a little bit this winter.  The rentals year-to-date are down due to some poor weather last fall.  He stated that we have stayed fairly consistent over the past three years.  
At this point, we are under budget approximately $18,000, but we are still $10,000 to $15,000 ahead of where we were last year at the same time.  Spring is the busiest time of the year and if the weather holds, we will gain a considerable amount of revenue before the end of the fiscal year.  7:30:47 PM 
Mr. Abegglen stated that selling beer at the golf course has been a positive thing because it gives us the tools to monitor this a little closer.  We have far fewer incidents where people cause issues because they have had too much to drink.  7:33:25 PM 
Mr. Abegglen discussed a few items for capital expenditures.  He understands that there is not a lot of money that go into capital improvements each year, but it is important to plan for the future.  On a consistent basis we need to turn over our carts.  We do this about every year by turning over about 5 to 8 carts each year.  He buys the carts used and they are worth about half as much as they were brand new, so as they come off lease agreements with other golf courses we try to purchase them.  We can use them for 8 to 9 years and then sell them for about half of what we paid for them.  
He estimates that it will take about $46,920 to improve the rest of the cart paths, which represents about 40%.  We have finished the really bad cart path areas, but it is important to know that we still have some left.  Mr. Abegglen tries to finish at least on section per year by using money raised through the Men’s Association and tournament promotions.  7:36:31 PM 
As far as equipment, the need at the golf course is unique because the grass is required to be cut 5 different lengths.  It is important to turn the mowers over in a similar manner as we do the golf carts.  Last year we purchased a roughs mower to replace 2 mowers that were about 14 years old.  

The maintenance building does need some work.  There is an area on the south side of the golf course that we saved about a 2-acre piece where we could put a brand new maintenance facility.  We have tried to buy the church across the street from the golf course a couple of times.  If, down the road, we could buy the church and remodel it, we could use it as a maintenance shop.  7:43:19 PM 
Blake Zobell wondered if we have ever thought of partnering with Palisade Golf Course to encourage golfers from Salt Lake to come here.  They could play Palisade on Friday, drive to Richfield, stay in a hotel, have dinner and play Richfield on Saturday.  Mayor Ogden thought that this idea bears consideration.   

7. ANNEXATION ORDINANCE 2014-1 APPROVED.  7:44:56 PM  The Council reviewed Ordinance 2014-1 annexing the property owned by Garth and Merri Ogden.  The Planning Commission recommended annexing this property.  Councilmember Burrows moved to adopt Ordinance 2014-1 annexing property owned by Garth and Merri Ogden.  Councilmember Arrington moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye;, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Turner, aye.  

8. PROCESS FOR SELECTION OF HEALTH INSURANCE BROKER DETERMINED.  7:48:06 PM  Mr. Creamer noted that the proposals are due this Friday.  He asked the Council how they wanted to start the review process.  Mayor Ogden asked that Councilmember Christensen, Councilmember Arrington, Mr. Creamer, Mr. Langston, Mrs. Jolley, work with him to narrow the proposals down to 4 companies and then the Council will hear from those 4 companies.  
9. OTHER BUSINESS.  7:51:49 PM Mayor Ogden had asked Connie Nielson to serve on the Library Board.  He has been thinking a lot about how there is kind of a disconnect between our City and our local schools.  He is excited about a cooperative effort from Sevier School District and Richfield City that we made possible by having the full time officer in place at the school.  Mayor Ogden feels that this will be a huge thing for our community and our schools.  So he has asked Councilmember Nielson to be a liaison to our local schools.  He met with Superintendent Cade Douglas and he has expressed his support and appreciation.  One thing we can do as a City is cross advertise on our website.  We can recognize achievement on our signs and our flyers.  The schools will also support our efforts in inform citizens of important City business and announcements.  When families and businesses consider moving to our community, one of the first considerations is the schools that are available.  So when contacting the schools we will have a welcome packet there from Richfield City and the schools will tell a person requesting information about the City and when requesting information from us, we will give them information about our schools.  This effort will further strengthen our cooperative bond and we want to be a resource to teachers.  Mayor Ogden and Councilmember Nielson discussed this at length and they have some great ideas of ways that we can partner with the schools, not get in their way, but support their efforts in teaching our youth to be good citizens.  

Mayor Ogden has asked Councilmember Christensen to serve on the Library Board. 7:56:23 PM
The City is partnering with the Arts Festival at the Sevier Valley Center as part of the sesquicentennial celebration. 7:57:13 PM 
Councilmember Burrows asked if the cover letter for the survey has been drafted.  Mr. Creamer said that it has been and it has been sent to Brent Tippets for review.  Mr. Creamer will give a copy to the Council for their review.    7:58:07 PM  
Mr. Creamer reminded the Council of another sesquicentennial event that will take place on Friday, February 7 at the Tabernacle where the organist for the Mormon Tabernacle Choir will perform a concert.  Councilmember Burrows noted that One Voice will be performing at the event as well. 7:58:55 PM  
Mr. Langston has been working with Zion’s Public Finance on a refinance of some sewer bonds that were issued in 2000.  They were issued at 4.5% on 4 million dollars and we still owe approximately 1.6 or 1.7 million dollars. We can refinance those bonds in the private sector for slightly more than 2%. Even with the costs associated with refinancing, we will be able to save about $80,000 over the course of the next 6 years.  On the next agenda the Council will need to pass a resolution in order to refinance.  Mr. Chamberlain indicated that we would still need to publish this for 30 days, so we will not be able to close until sometime in March.  Mr. Langston noted that this will also save the City approximately $13,000 per year on payments.  8:00:24 PM  
10. EXECUTIVE SESSION.  8:01:33 PM At 8:01 p.m., Councilmember Arrington moved to adjourn regular session of the Richfield City Council and convene an executive session to discuss a litigation matter.  Councilmember Christensen moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye;, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  

11. RECONVENE & ADJOURN.  8:17:14 PM  At 8:17 p.m., Councilmember Christensen moved to reconvene and adjourn.  Councilmember Arrington moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye;, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  
PASSED and APPROVED this 11 day of February, 2014.










Recorder
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