
THE STATE OF UTAH
COUNTY OF SEVIER
CITY OF RICHFIELD
At the City Council
In and For Said City
January 14, 2014
5:43:39 PMMinutes of the Richfield City Council special meeting held on Tuesday, January 14, 2014 at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chambers of the Richfield City office building located at 75 East Center, Richfield, Utah.   Mayor David C. Ogden presiding.
1. ROLL CALL

2. FEASIBILITY SURVEY DISCUSSED 
3. MEETING ADJOURNED

1. ROLL CALL was answered by Mayor Dave Ogden, Councilmembers Kevin Arrington, Richard Barnett, Bryan Burrows, Kathy Christensen, Connie Nielson, City Manager Matthew Creamer, City Finance Director Mike Langston and City Recorder Michele Jolley.  Mayor Ogden excused Connie Nielson.
Others present:  Brent Tippets, Paul Foster and Dave Anderson.
2. FEASIBILITY SURVEY DISCUSSED.  5:49:47 PM Mr. Tippetts explained that this survey is a comprehensive study, the purpose of which is to allow us to have a lot more information to work with.  If we abbreviate down too much, the only thing we are going to know is if the public is in support of a new pool or not.  So they have listed things that could benefit them in coming back to the Council with information from the community as far as what their biases are, what their interests are, what they would prefer to do and what their appetites are for certain things.  If the Council is uncomfortable with this, adjustments can be made.  Mr. Tippetts met with the Council previously where adjustments were made.  Then the Council met again and made additional adjustments, which Mr. Tippets has also incorporated.  

Mr. Tippets asked the Council how they felt about the comprehensiveness of the survey verses something more abbreviated.  Mayor Ogden thought that if the Council wants to have just a pool, it would still be a benefit to the Council to have a more comprehensive questionnaire.  That way we will get the feelings of our citizenry no matter where they are on the scale of wanting nothing to wanting some facility that we could not afford.  It at least gets people talking.  

Councilmember Burrows is okay with the more comprehensive survey because he gets where Mr. Tippets is going with this.  However, he is just concerned that people understand that this is not an either or.  Mr. Tippets stated that there is a piece missing and that is a cover letter that describes the purpose and the reason for the survey.  The letter would either be written by the Council as a group or by the Mayor.  It should list reasons why the City is investigating different options and state that nothing is conclusive, but a way for the City glean information. 

Councilmember Barnett believes that it does not matter how well this is explained, the Council is not going to be able to explain it in a way that everyone will understand and not have any questions.  

Councilmember Christensen would like Mr. Tippetts to add one more choice on question 4 that says an indoor and outdoor pool facility.  

Councilmember Barnett wanted another choice included on question 3 to include facilities in the home.   

Mr. Tippetts noted that the reason he has included other amenities is because when you talk about pools and swimmers, you are talking to a limited population.  People have other interests and if something is to move forward or you do not want people to exclude the opportunity for a pool; then it would be worthwhile investigating what other people’s interests are.   5:54:38 PM 

Councilmember Christensen would like to have a gorgeous recreation center, but to her, a recreation center includes weights and exercise equipment.  If we build a facility with exercise equipment, there are 2 businesses in town that would go out of business.    

Mr. Creamer stated that we have talked about distributing this survey by sending it out in the water bills, along with a return stamped envelope.  With the bulk involved, it is going to push up the mailing costs and he wondered if people would not respond to a separate mailing that has some type of notification to grab their attention.  

Councilmember Barnett would like to see the survey go out to every registered voter.  Some homes would have 2, 3 or 4 voters in some households.  Councilmember Christensen pointed out that there are a lot of people in the City that get water bills who are not registered voters.  Mr. Tippetts stated that there is a concern with sending the survey to registered voters because we are trying to make this as statistically accurate as possible and the data we are trying to assemble is the affect it will have on a household.  So when we start to divide up the household, it is going to skew the accuracy of that information.  

Mr. Creamer also noted that we require the water accounts to stay in the name of the landlord and not in the name of the renter, so we have a lot of households that do not receive a mailing from the City.  Mr. Tippetts stated that this is problematic because we need to try to get it to the households.  Councilmember Burrows stated that there are some Richfield addresses that are not in the City limits, but have an 84701 zip code.  
Mr. Langston thought he could generate mailing labels from our utility program, but he thinks it should be in a separate mailer.  There are 35% to 40% of people who pay their bills on line or an automatic payment.  6:06:44 PM 

Councilmember Christensen has a few people complain to her that own businesses in the City and pay taxes, but do not live in Richfield.  She wondered if they should get the opportunity to fill out a survey.  Mr. Tippetts stated that part of this process will include public comment opportunity and those people will be able to come forward and have a chance to voice their opinion.  There are consequences to businesses, but traditionally that is viewed as an impact fee.  If they want to do businesses within our community, they need to support our community with whatever the residents decide it to be.  That is normal protocol.
Councilmember Barnett asked if including businesses would skew the statistical analysis.  Mr. Tippetts indicated that it would, but also that businesses would probably be taxed at a different rate than households would.
Mr. Creamer wondered if people would respond better to a mailing label that says their name than they will to a mailing label that just says “resident.”  That is what we will get from the post office.  Mr. Tippetts stated that this could be packaged in a way that it does not look like an advertisement.  It looks like something that they would want to open.  Councilmember Burrows thought that the County has a list of mailing addresses.  Mr. Creamer was pretty sure that if someone has not registered to vote and is a renter, there is no way the County would have their information. 

Mr. Tippetts stated that we want to try and narrow it down to the best opportunity to get it in the household.  Councilmember Burrows thought we were going to try and do some type of study at the pool to see what the need was there.  Mayor Ogden noted that there are questions included in this survey to evaluate the existing pool and the condition of the pool.  He believes that in the cover letter he could tell people that we are further evaluating the life-expectancy of our current pool.  Mr. Tippetts stated that they have started that process, but have not finished it.  The reason we are doing this in the sequence we are, is so that we are not making assumptions of what people’s answers will be.  The cover letter could say that they will be evaluating the condition of the existing pool, and in conjunction with that we are trying to anticipate what the community’s desires, appetites and needs are.  Councilmember Burrows believes that the cover letter will set the tone for the whole study.  
The Council determined to send this out as a separate mailer instead of including it in the water bills.  That way it can be mailed out when it is ready.  Mr. Creamer and Mr. Foster will do some research to figure out how the best way will be to get this out to all of the residents.  Mayor Ogden and Mr. Creamer will work on writing the cover letter.  Once it is completed, Mr. Tippetts will review the letter before it is sent out.  
3. MEETING ADJOURNED.  6:17:54 PM  At 6:17 p.m., Councilmember Christensen moved to adjourn.  Councilmember Barnett moved to second.  The motion carried on the following vote:  Councilmember Arrington, aye; Councilmember Barnett, aye; Councilmember Burrows, aye; Councilmember Christensen, aye; and Councilmember Nielson, aye.  
PASSED and APPROVED this 11 day of February, 2014.
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