


BEAR RIVER CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
January 11, 2023
7:00 PM

ATTENDANCE: Council Members Jared Holmgren, Scott Ritter, Joshua Dallin, Mayor Armstrong, Clerk Sue Holmgren

VISITORS:   Matt with Davis & Bott

ABSENT: Council Members Brian Anderson, Riggin Holmgren, Clerk Carol Andreasen

WELCOME BY MAYOR ARMSTRONG, Invocation by Council Member Dallin 

OPENING CEREMONY:  Pledge of Allegiance

DATE OF NEXT MEETING:  February 8, 2023

MINIUTES APPROVED:  Minutes from November 9, 2022 were reviewed by Mayor and Council Members.    Council Member J Holmgren motioned the minutes of November 9, 2022 be approved.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.  All voted in approval.

DEPUTY REPORT:    None

PUBLIC COMMENT:  None

DAVIS AND BOTT REVIEW OF AGREED UPON PROCEDURES:   Matt Jensen with Davis and Bott explained the Agreed Upon Procedures to the Mayor and Council Members.   Based upon the city's revenues and expenditures an Agreed Upon Procedures analysis is required and was performed by Davis and Bott CPA firm.  Matt worked with Town Clerk Holmgren to make necessary adjustments in Quick Books and prepare the financial report to present to the Utah State Auditor.  Government accounting is more complex than business accounts.  The State requires certain tests to be done during the review and the city did not request any more than what is required.  Matt reviewed the procedures performed and the results of each one.  There were only two procedures found which did not meet state requirements:   1) One of the twenty bank reconciliations do not trace to the current ledger and 2) Money Management Council Rule R628-4-4 requires the town to be bonded for 7% of the prior year’s revenue with a minimum bond of $40,000.  The town is bonded for $40,000 but based on the revenue $42,350 is required.

REVIEW ECONOWASTE PROPOSAL:  Econowaste sent a letter to the City stating with the cost of fuel rising and the inflation with everything they cannot absorb the added costs anymore.  They would like to propose a Fuel Surcharge Chart to make it fair for both parties involved.  There are 4 different increases proposed based on the price of fuel per gallon.  Clerk Holmgren stated this would be a billing nightmare.  We would have to pick one and go with that price.  Council Members are not happy with this proposal.  They would like Clerk Holmgren to contact the attorney about the contract we have with Econowaste and then call Val at Econowaste.  This will be tabled until the next meeting.

GRAND HAVEN DRAW #7:  Todd would like to withdraw the last of the money to pay his bills.  He has not done the slurry seal on the roads.  He is stating that there is nowhere that says he needs to do this.  Chris Wight, our engineer says the development agreement does say it needs to be done.  We have given Todd permission for the draw minus the amount for the slurry seal.  He is good with this decision, until we can be clear on the slurry seal.  There are still a few things that need to be completed like patch work on one of the roads, survey markers, and street lights.  We have also held back money to cover this.

SPENCER JULANDER – ADDRESS THE COUNCIL ABOUT RENEWING LEASE OF PROPERTY:  This lease will not be renewed until he is in compliance with the town code.  He has too many sheep on his property and his dogs are not licensed.  Spencer knows he needs to be down to six sheep by the end of January in order to be in compliance.  This will be tabled until next month’s meeting.

DISCUSS NEED FR STORAGE SHED AT CIVIC CENTER:  Clerk Holmgren and Clerk Andreasen would like to have a storage shed built on the Civic Center property.  The Civic Center is running out of storage space.  Things scattered all over between the closets at the Civic Center and the Park Shed.  It would be nice to have a place with shelving and all the 24th stuff is in one place, all the nativity stuff is in one place, Christmas decorations, etc.  Mayor and Council Members agree this would be a good idea to build a shed for storage.

RESERVE DATES FOR CITY EVENTS FOR CIVIC CENTER AND PARK BEFORE DATES OPEN TO THE PUBLIC:  Dates are as follows:
City Council Meetings - 2nd Wednesday of the Month
Planning Commission Meetings - 3rd Thursday of the Month
Acme Water Meetings – They have their own building now.
Daughter of the Utah Pioneers – 2nd Monday of the Month
Valentines Dance – February 3
Easter Hunt – April 8th
Easter Dance – March 31
Community Clean up – April 21st & 22nd (tentatively)
Memorial Day Program – May 29th
Rodeo Queen Contest – July 15th
July 24th Celebration – July 24th
Senior Citizen Christmas Dinner – Dec 13th
Christmas Kickoff – December 1st

REVIEW DEPARTMENT ASSIGNMENTS:  Planning and Zoning should have Council Member Andersons name and not Council Member Ritter.  Other than this there are no changes.

REVIEW AND SIGN ELECTED OFFICIAL’S FRAUD RISK ASSESSMENT STATEMENTS:  Council Members and Mayor reviewed, signed and dated the Conflict of Interest, Ethical Behavior and Credit Card Policy forms.  

ADOPT ORDINANCE 2023-01-01 SETTING TIME AND DATE OF REGULAR MEETINGS FOR 2023:   The Mayor and Council Members would like to keep the meeting on the same day and time.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adopt Ordinance 2023-01-01 Setting Time and Date of Regular Meetings for 2023.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW CITY FEE SCHEDULE:  Irrigation Change Fee – The Council voted in the past to bill the fee to the customer and then the town pays the Canal Company.  Should we just let them deal with the Canal Company and not be in the middle of it.  Council Members agreed it would be better for the customer to just pay the canal company.  Disinterment is $600 enough to cover the expenses and the employees time.  The Council would like to change the fee to $1,000.  Subdivision:  Take off the Simple Minor Application.   The Minor Preliminary Plat is not required, but we require the engineer to review it.  We need to add this fee into the final application fee.  The Minor Final Application needs to be changed to show the engineer fee, attorney review, recording fee from attorney,  this would bring the final fee to $250.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adopt the 2023 fee schedule as discussed.  Council Member Dallin seconded the motion.  All voted in favor.

REVIEW COMPENSATION SCHEDULE:  Do we need to adjust wages for the roads to compensate for the new subdivision?  It was agreed to raise the wages for roads from $2,100 to $2,500.  Council Member Dallin suggested raising the Park wage $500.  The park wage would go from $8,500 to $9,000.  Clerk Holmgren asked if $10 for Animal Control is enough?  The Council agreed this was not enough payment.  Animal Control will be increased to $15/hr.  Council Member J Holmgren suggested increasing the Planning Commission wage from $16 per meeting to $20 per meeting.    Mayor Armstrong would like to increase the Council Member wage from $360 to $500 per year.  Council Member Dallin suggested an increase in the Mayor’s wages from $600 to $750.  There will need to be a public hearing for the increase in wages for the Mayor, Council Members and Planning Commission.  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to increase the wages discussed on the compensation schedule.  Council Member Ritter seconded the motion.    All voted in favor.

REVIEW AND APPROVE BILLS:  Council Members reviewed and initialed bills for their departments.   Clerk Holmgren signed Council Member Holmgren and her check because Council Member R Holmgren was out of town. Council Member Dallin motioned to approve paying the bills.  Council Member J Holmgren seconded the motion.  Those voting in favor Council Members Dallin, Ritter, and J Holmgren.  

COMPLAINTS AND ACTIONS TAKEN: Quincy Mecham is living in a trailer on Alan Christensen’s property.  He has a dog that likes to roam the town.  It has caused problems at many resident’s homes with their animals.  Council Member Ritter has tried to find the dog and can’t catch it.  He has tried multiple times to contact the owner and cannot get ahold of him.  He talked to Alan Christensen and he said to come and take the dog, but when they try, they can never find the dog.  It has been caught a few times and it always gets loose.  Ryan (Animal Control) caught the dog on Christmas Eve and put it in the towns kennel and got out again.  It was finally caught again and taken straight to the pound in Brigham City.  There were some messages sent between Quincy and Ryan.  Quincy threatened Ryan and the cops were called.  There are multiple citations with the dog, not licensed and now charges with Quincy with the cops.  Citations have been mailed to him and this has been turned over to our attorney.  It is up to the county now and Alan Christensen needs to give permission to bring the dog back.  Now that the town knows Quincy is living in the trailer, we need to address this.  This is against Bear River Town Code.  Clerk Holmgren will send a letter to Alan Christensen addressing this.

DEPARTMENTS:  Kyler Mecham does not want to be paid for his Planning Commission job. Clerk Holmgren talked to the accountant and he said this would be fine.

Ipads - Ipads for everyone were handed out to Council Members to be used at Council Meetings.  All Ipads are named and hopefully will not sync to one another.  In the notes app there is information for the internet and apple ID.  Council Members can access the Agenda and Supporting documents through their email.  It was asked if Council Members wanted to take the Ipads home with them or leave them at the Civic Center.  Some decided to take it home and others left them at the Civic Center.  Clerk Holmgren also asked if the Ipads are the City’s or should they be given to the Council Member.  Council Member Dallin stated if it is given it would have to be taxed. Council Member Dallin would like to talk to his USU financial guy some questions about this and will get back to us.

Rocky Mountain Power - Clerk Holmgren has not been able to contact the person about the street lighting. 

Roads - Council Member J Holmgren asked if there were any apps that can tell us how many miles of roads we have.  It was suggested google maps or the NRCS office.  It was also suggested to have the engineers figure it out They more than likely have the software to do it.  He has also asked the county to chip all the roads in the town this summer.  

Sewer - Rural Water Conference is the last week in February, 1st week in March.  Acme Water usually pays for Council Member J Holmgren to go because he is on the Acme Water Board.  They are not sending everyone this year.  Council Member Dallin suggested that the City pay for Council Member J Holmgren and PC Member Miller to attend the Conference.

ADJOURNMENT:  Council Member J Holmgren motioned to adjourn at 8:56 pm. Council Member Dallin seconded the motion; all voting was in the affirmative.

Minutes approved February 8, 2023.

											   ________________________________________________
							Megan Armstrong, Mayor 

Attest:

___________________________________________
Town Clerk or Deputy Clerk
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