Emery County Public Lands Meeting
February 4, 2014
10:00a.m. Emery County Courthouse

Present:  
PLC:  Ed Geary, Rod Player, Mistie Christiansen, Sherrel Ward
PLC Staff:  Ray Petersen, Tammy Tucker

Public:  Jonathan Hunt, Bryan Torgerson, Randall Stilson, Commissioner Horrocks, Paula Wellnitz, Chris Wood, Priscilla Burton, Tom Nicolaysen, Laurel Nielsen, Darren Olsen, Slate Stewart, Don Kranendonk, Commissioner Nelson
Excused:  Chuck Semborski, Jon Gilbert
1. Welcome:  Ed welcomed everyone and opened meeting.  
2.  Approval of Minutes:  Rod Player made motion to accept the January 7, 2014 PLC Meeting Minutes as recorded, seconded by Mistie Christiansen, motion carried.  
3.  Chairman Comments:  Ed mentioned Ray’s email about the President’s State of the Union Address and the remark the President made listing the things that he would be willing to do whether or not Congress would go along with him.  He stated that he would use his authority to protect more of our pristine federal lands for future generations.  The use of “pristine” is an interesting word as ‘pristine’ land is land before any kind of human impacts on it so it is undefiled, unpolluted, untouched.  By that definition Ed is not sure there is any pristine land left on the earth but certainly, we know that there have been people around for a long time using its resources and making their mark.  About 800-2000 years ago, there were people in what is now Emery County who were making such a living as they could find here and who recorded their presence in petroglyphs and pictographs on rock faces and you can say that they defiled the pristine conditions of those rocks.  There are a lot of things that we think are natural categories but really are cultural categories with wilderness being one of those.  
2014 is the 50th anniversary of the passage of The Wilderness Act of 1964 so 50 years of official government wilderness policy.  Before the wilderness act there were national parks, national monuments and primitive areas in national forests.  One of the influences that led to the passage of the wilderness act was a letter written by Wallace Stegner in 1960 which became known as the wilderness letter.  The wilderness debate at that time was focused on areas in the national forests-roadless areas, primitive areas, etc. and the thrust of Stegner’s letter is that the deserts of western America should be considered for preservation as wilderness.  He gives two examples of places in the desert west that he thought ought to be wilderness and those examples are the Robber’s Roost Country and the San Rafael Swell mentioned in the 1960 letter.  As a result of that letter, Commissioner Udall, Secretary of the Interior under Kennedy and later under Johnson brought Stegner in as a special consultant and assistant and he helped in the framing of the Wilderness Act.  In our proposal we include wilderness areas that are as pristine as anything you can find but we put those into context of a history that acknowledges human traditions – mining, grazing, and family recreation that has gone on in these places over time and tries to bring them together and give appropriate protection and preservation.  If the land is to be preserved for future generations, someone needs to point out to the President that we have a grass roots proposal that preserves and protects almost 900,000 acres of land of which almost half million acres is wilderness areas.  
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4.  County Commission Report on Land Use Bill:  Commissioner Horrocks stated that in talking with Randy Johnson, Emery County continues to work with Bishop’s staff on the proposal to produce a bill.  It is evident that including a lot more counties in the process is becoming problematic in some areas.  At this point we continue to work with them but we are concerned with the delay as it was to come out last fall but now are looking towards this fall and it is even more concerning because of Obama’s comments about protecting pristine public lands. Randy feels that in talking with the Congressman and his staff that Emery County is not in the forefront of any designations that the President may make, but due to the fact that we have some activity with the land bill and are pushing to make sure that it moves forward.  Ray has been in constant contact with Bishop’s people every week and as long as we move it forward and the President sees that something is being done, Randy feels that we are somewhat protected from his ominous pen.  There is language in our bill that protects the land at different stages but also allows for a continued use by the public, by grazers, and by those who think it should be wilderness.  It is a good fit for everyone.  They hope to get a trip together next month to send one Commissioner, Ray, and Randy back to Washington to insure that our bill and interests are kept to the forefront on this process.  Commissioner Nelson stated that 109 Congressman have signed a letter directed to the Secretary of the Interior that includes what they would like to see the President do and that letter essentially is calling for the use of the Antiquities Act and is very concerning as it simultaneous to the State of the Union Address.  
Ray stated that he and Randy attended a meeting in Salt Lake City that both Bishop and Chaffetz were also present.  Bishop’s staff put it together and it was basically a report that the interested counties and other stakeholders gave on where they are at in the process.  No new information where we are concerned.   
5.  Agency Reports and Council Member Comments: 
Bureau of Land Management (BLM):  Sherrel expressed his concerns regarding Wild Horses & Burros on grazing allotments and that they are out of control and way over their appropriations.  Commissioner Nelson stated that he is attending a meeting on Friday at 10:00am in Beaver and several people from Emery County are going to be involved in the meeting regarding this concern.  
Don reported that the Millsite gravel project is moving forward and they are working on the EA and don’t anticipate any concerns with it.  They are working on the ROW for the road at Millsite.  

Emery County will not need to get any further approvals for the Huntington Canyon Debris Basin to start back up after the winter season.

They are also hiring seasonals – two range techs; three at the Quarry - 2 geology techs and 1 park ranger; and one Archaeology Tech.  These positions should be on USAJOBS soon.  

Division of Water Rights (DWRi):  None
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining (DOGM):  Priscilla introduced Tom Nicolaysen, who is new in their program and is with the Abandoned Mine Program out of Price and just recently got his geology degree.  He worked in their minerals program as an intern for the summer and has a presentation to give today.  
Tom stated that they have a two-fold mission in the Abandoned Mines Program – one is protecting the public and natural resources and the other is preserving our history in the state of 
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Utah and preserving our mining heritage.  He shared a couple of maps and how they use them in the process. There are approximately 17-20,000 abandoned mines in Utah and they are still discovering more as they continue to survey the state.  He also has calendars to give out that shows the history of mining heritage in Utah.  
Sherrel asked about Crandall Canyon.  Priscilla stated that they continue to sample the water every month and the iron levels have recently fallen below the limit so it is going down.  It is being watched carefully and the treatment is ongoing.

Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR):  Chris reported that they just finished up their cow elk hunts.  They had two different hunt units – one in the south which covered Emery County for 250 permits and 250 permits in the north which covered Carbon County.  They had an early season that lasted six weeks and a late season that lasted a little over two weeks.  There were 50 permits for both areas for the late season.  He does not have any data back yet but the hunts were pretty much unsuccessful due to the fact that there is not much moisture on the mountain.  This will impact recommendations for the coming year.  They just finished doing some Big Horn Sheep surveys in December as well as a transplant.  They have two units of Rocky Mountain Big Horn Sheep near Green River and south Book Cliffs with over 500 sheep.  They transplanted 23 sheep to the northeast region near Flaming Gorge.
On March 3rd they are working with the Emery County Recreation Center and are hosting a family archery clinic at the Recreation Center.  They will have archery equipment available for people to come and try their skills out on archery.  They have a new Wildlife Recreation Program where they work with counties, recreation clubs, and organizations to try and promote shooting and archery sports throughout Utah.  

Their aquatic folks met recently with Emery County Water Conservancy District in regards to the Quagga mussel issue and are working on reducing the risk of infestation of these mussels in the waters of Emery County.

Their biologists are working on recommendations for upcoming big game for the upcoming RAC meeting in March.

School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA):  Bryan reported that they are celebrating their 20th year being reorganized as the School and Institutional Trust Lands Administration (SITLA).  Twenty years ago there was about 15 million dollars in the permanent fund and they are happy to report that in 20 years they have built the fund up to 1.6 billion dollars.  
Bryan’s supervisors wanted him to report how pleased they are that they were invited to be part of the Seven County Council that was recently formed and are grateful for the chance to take part in and want to thank Emery County for the invitation to join.

They are finishing up the DWR exchange for the properties up in Salt Lake.  Two of the parcels were here in Emery County and want to thank Emery County for the easement information.

They went to CIB to get some money to perfect a lot of the easements in Emery County.  They got the contract to Emery County and believe it is currently being reviewed and if there are any concerns to please let them know.
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They are selling a parcel in the spring near Buffalo Hollow out by Lawrence in June.  They are also selling 80 acres in the Green River Industrial Park to a refining company and hope to have it finalized soon.  

Manti-LaSal National Forest (MLNF):  Darren reported on the timber program.  Back in late November they sold one of their units of the Sholom Timber Sale. They finished up the NEPA and they went out and put that sale on the ground with remaining 6-7 units of the sale.  This sale is about 5 million board feet involving about 450 acres.  The next one they will be working on is near Skyline Mine which is also part of the Sholom Timber Sale and their crews will be going out and lining out that sale and it will be about 15 million board feet.  They continue with Lake Fork Timber Sale and there has been activity up around Mammoth Reservoir.  Miller’s Flat has been ongoing for a couple of years now.  

Ray mentioned that maybe on our next field trip to go and look at some of the activity in these sales.
Seasonal hiring is open now for fire positions and then in the next couple of weeks look to fill positions for their Recreation, Range, Wildlife, Roads, Engineer, and Shop.  He sent out an outreach last week for the permanent position to replace Dell Orme which should be in USAJOBS within the month.  

Utah Grazing Improvement Program (GIP):  Slate reported that he is working to compile his applications for this year and will present to his board on March 5th where they will be ranked and funding will be lined out.  Region wide last year he had 14 applications and this year he has 30 but not all will qualify and be considered because of clearances from Forest Service and BLM lands.  
Utah State Parks & Recreation:  Jonathan reported that the Green River Golf Course opened up and they said it was one of their busiest openings they ever had in January.  They have started their grooming and if anyone likes to look at snow totals to check out the Utah Snowmobile Association website at snowut.com as it is a great resource.   
They had the Lieutenant Governor come and talk to them in Salt Lake and he advised that every state park have a Facebook page as social media is the way to go and so they are going to start a Facebook page for each of the parks where they can post pictures, conditions, camping information, etc. so everyone knows what is going on at the parks.

He states that all their employees are coming back this summer and probably will not have any openings.
Washington Delegation Staff:  Commissioner Nelson stated he received a text from Colton Miles that he and Wade Garrett will not be here due to the weather.
6.  Additional Issues from Council Members:  Sherrel gave the water report: Buck Flat – 84%; Clear Creek 60%; Mammoth-Cottonwood – 61%; Huntington Canyon – 62%; Seely Creek – 66%; Joes Valley – 63%; Basin wide average – 66%  YTD Precipitation is 77%.  Reservoirs:  Cleveland – 55%; Miller’s Flat – 46%; Huntington North – 80%; Joes Valley – 50%; Millsite – 70%.
Rod stated that the Trails Committee in their last months meeting that there was talk about a special designation for the bouldering area in Cottonwood & Straight Canyons.  They discussed 
Public Lands Meeting

February 4, 2014

Page 5

it again in their meeting this morning and decided it doesn’t buy us anything to have it so they decided not to do it.
7.  Concerned Citizens:  Randall Stilson stated in regards to the Quagga mussels that we go to the state level and that the upper Colorado River, Lake Powell and Sand Hollow are our infected waters and that every boat coming out be certified that it has been decontaminated before they enter our waters.  
Commissioner Nelson mentioned that at 1:00pm today a group from Utah State University, who have done a study on the San Rafael River Basin, are going to present.  Ray mentioned that they canceled due to the weather and have tentatively rescheduled in March after the Public Lands Meeting.
8.  Adjourn:  Rod Player made motion to adjourn, seconded by Sherrel Ward, meeting adjourned.
3-4-14 Approved with Correction.
