Advisory Council on Aging
December 10, 2009
Utah Valley University
Sorensen Student Center
800 West University Parkway
Orem, UT

CONDUCTING:	Scott McBeth

ATTENDING:		Sharon Bowers	Lyndia Carter		Heidi DeMarco
			Douglas Hardy		Melanie Haws		Ralph Horne	
			Lois Kelson		Stephen Mahoney	Ted Strong
			Earl Williams

Scott McBeth welcomed the members of the Advisory Council on Aging to the Christmas Social and thanked them for their involvement during the year.  He offered the opening prayer remarks.  The committee did not conduct the Pledge of Allegiance because there was not a flag present.  Chair Neil Anderton had called Scott and asked him to conduct the meeting because he had a work emergency at the last minute and could not attend.

Minutes
The Council reviewed the minutes from the October 8, 2009 meeting.  Lois Kelson motioned to accept the minutes as they were presented.  Sharon Bowers seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

Budget/Legislative Update
Scott McBeth stated that annually, Mountainland Association of Governments administers money for the Social Services Block Grant (SSBG/Title XX).  A steering committee comprised of elected officials review proposals submitted by various agencies that provide community and senior services in the Mountainland service area.  The recommendations for allocations are presented to the Mountainland Executive Council for their final approval.  

Heidi DeMarco gave the Council a handout titled: FY2010 Final SSBG (Title XX) Allocation.  She reported that in FY2010, $217,952 was allocated to community and senior services through Title XX and that the MAG Executive Council determines how the funding is allocated.  Currently, community services receive 30% and senior services receive 70%.  

Heidi DeMarco reported that the Aging Department of Mountainland currently submits separate applications for both the Long-term Care Ombudsman and Meals-on-Wheels programs.  The money that is allocated goes directly to the designated program and cannot be used for other purposes. 

Heidi DeMarco stated that because of limited funding being available due to the economy, she 
proposed that Mountainland apply for Title XX funding with a single application instead of 
separate applications as in the past.  By doing this, the total amount of money allocated could fund Meals-on-Wheels, Long-term Care Ombudsman, or In-home services.  
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The proposed change would allow money to be shifted between these three program areas, as needed, in order to maximize services based on our funding increases and decreased from our various revenue sources. The Advisory Council’s priority of Meals-on-Wheel’s, and then funding the Ombudsman program would be followed before shifting any funds to in-home services.

  Heidi DeMarco stated that in FY09, the Ombudsman program was unable to utilize all their Title XX money allocated to them and had to return the funds.  With the proposed changes, the money could have been used for in-home services.  Scott McBeth stated that the proposed change would give the Aging Department more flexibility, allowing Mountainland to maximize the funding received through Title XX.

Earl Williams asked if applying for Title XX funding as a whole would create problems or affect other programs.  Scott McBeth said it would not.  

Scott stated that it would not be necessary for this change in our application process to be approved by the MAG Executive Council because the MAG Executive Council will approve and ratify all funding recommendations before monies are distributed.  

Earl Williams made a motion to allow Mountainland to apply for Title XX funding as a whole for Meals-on-Wheels, Long-term Care Ombudsman, and In-home Services.  Doug Hardy seconded the motion.  The motion carried.

Other
Scott McBeth gave the Council a handout of the position statement he prepared for the Utah Association of Counties Convention (UAC) in November 2009 titled: Area Agencies on Aging Legislative Priorities FY2011.  He stated that seventy-five county commissioners and officials were present and received a copy of the position paper.  They adopted a position of not reducing funding for the “Alternatives Program” and for no further reductions of state funding for local aging programs.  Scott stated that he and Neil Anderton will meet with Representative Powell and Senator Margaret Dayton to discuss these issues.  

Ralph Horne asked Scott if the transportation project is moving forward.  Scott reported that the State signed a contract with Wasatch Transportation and two vehicles have already been purchased to provide services.  

The meeting adjourned.  Scott thanked the Council again for their involvement.  The Council joined each other for a Christmas breakfast. 

The next meeting will be held January 14, 2010 at the Mountainland office in Orem, UT.
