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Mayor – Cody Grundy, Town Clerk – Michelle Brian



Loa Town & Waterworks Council Meeting                                    October 13, 2022

[bookmark: _Hlk29388682]Mayor Grundy opens the meeting. Town board members present: Ryan Rees is present, Chris Olsen is present, Bart Brian is present, Matt Morgan is present, Michelle Brian is present, Don Bone is absent. 

Visitors: Dane Leavitt, Dixie Leavitt, Andy & Cena Rasmussen, Shane Brian, Dwight Brinkerhoff, George Chappell by phone, Michael & Sharon Durfey, Ensign Engineering

Business Items:

Dane Leavitt came to talk about a subdivision that they want to bring into Loa Town. The new Loa Stake Center will be part of the said subdivision. They have donated land to the church for the stake center.  The church would like to be started on construction of the building by spring of 2023. They have provided Dane with questions for the town to answer concerning streets, water, fencing and curb and gutter. They also have questions on street lighting and the power poles that line the street now. Dane will need to get with the county recorder (Colleen) to define the boundaries of town vs county. It is believed that part of the church property is in the town and v. county. The rest of the property that they want to subdivide is also part in the county and part in the town. The Leavitt’s would like to annex it all into Loa Town. Shane Brian owner of Brian Farm also has property down by them and wants to join in annexing as well. He and Dwight Brinkerhoff are there to represent the church in this matter, but he also has his own personal property across from them. The Leavitt’s will plan on including Shane in the annexation process as well. 

The discussion went to the streets that are by that corner where the stake center will be built. The town council would like Main Street and 300 W. retain their 99’ right of way. They think they need that width and want it to be the same. They do think that the streets in the subdivision are fine to be 60 feet in width. They all agreed that in phase 1 of the subdivision they would have curb and gutter. The garkane power lines on the south side of 300 S. make it so that curb and gutter won’t work there. They would like to see if garkane would move the lines to the south (or underground) but won’t know until they speak with them. The church developer will need to come up with landscaping dependent on that garkane power lines. The council anticipates that some patrons will probably use the street for parking like they do throughout town. They want to have the roads under the power lines graveled to accommodate such parking occurrences. The town council does want adequate lighting, especially at the intersections for safety purposes. Bart Brian from the council, also works for South Central, a utility provider, would like to see coordination efforts made with them and the developers happen. There has been a struggle with this in other areas and it has made things very hard for all involved.  Dane says in Phase 1 where it may need to be curb to curb asphalt, they will make sure to include South Central in those discussions for utilities. The town has septic tanks not sewer, they have confidence that the church will install adequate septic tanks for the stake center. 

The third item the church developer was concerned about was drainage for the area. The town council told them that there are storm drains in that area on the north side of the church’s property. There are also storm drain inlets located at the intersections of 300 S. and both 100 W. and Main Street. The church developer will need to look at these drainage systems and make sure it will be enough to contain the water from the subdivision. The council also said that the old McClennan ditch could be a place where the water could be drained to. It is located south of Shane’s yard and is aligned as an eastward continuation of the proposed 400 South Street. The ditch isn’t active but there are culverts, and it has been used for drainage in the past. Everyone believes that water generally drains towards Main Street east and south towards the Road Creek channel. The fence was brought up next, both council and stake President Brian agreed that masonry was the fence material preferred. The next topic was the culinary water system for the entire subdivision of 60 lots.  The water line serving 300 South is a 6” line – which the Town deems adequate at present. The water line serving Main Street is an 8” line. The water line serving 425 West is an 8” line. The Town needs the system design to loop, so there are not dead zones.  They would like the loop to be 8” line even though it will revert intersect with a 6” line when it hits 300 South. 

The next topic was the irrigation system and how it works. If it could be used in that part of town or not. The council told him that the irrigation system does not go that far in its design so they cannot provide irrigation water to the 60-lot subdivision. Dane believes that the town culinary system should not be relied on for irrigation of these half-acre lots. He said that Leavitt’s will form an irrigation company for the owners of these lots and serve as the wholesaler of water to the company. There will be more discussions about this with Fremont Irrigation company and Loa Town in the future. The process would contemplate shares in Fremont Irrigation Company being contributed to the new irrigation company in exchange for shares in the new irrigation company.  LLI, upon selling a lot, would deliver the appropriate number of shares to the purchaser.  As the state will soon require there will be meters on each lot. 
	 
The last thing brought up was the water supply ordinance outline that Dane had sent them a copy of. The council thought it seemed like a great idea, but would have their water attorney Jared Parkinson look at it. He can work with Dane to draft up an ordinance and see what the town council thinks. Dane will do the draft and the attorney can look it over. Michelle will send Dane a recent water ordinance so he is familiar with the format they have used in the past for their ordinances. The water right provision ordinance would be what it is for and it would need to honor prior commitments to those who own lots, have meters, and have been paying monthly charges without using water. Dane said this could be easily done. 

Dane knows that there is a process that needs to happen with the county and the town so he would like Michelle to get contact information to him of the people in the county to contact as well as the town p/z members. Michelle wondered if they couldn’t meet the county and town in one meeting rather than two separate ones. She will check with Colleen on that and get back to Dane. They hope to be able to come to some meeting in November and get applications for annexation and subdivision submitted then. This is Michelle’s first subdivision so she will need to get some more information and get back to Dane. That is all that was discussed from Dane and Dixie with the town and the representatives Shane and Dwight on behalf of the stake. 

Ensign had come about a year ago because the county wanted them to do a study for somewhat of a regional water system and to see what that would look like. The water systems included in the study was Fremont, Loa, Lyman and Bicknell. They aren’t completely done yet, but they wanted to come gets some thoughts on how they felt about it thus far. There seems to be enough source from the data they got from their 2015, but their source was maybe in need of some upgrade. However, since then the town has down several source upgrades as well. Fremont was similar in source and storage. They seem to have enough for their needs and the growth projected. Lyman is short on source quite significantly and they are right at their storage capacity as well. Bicknell is short on source and storage. They then looked at what infrastructure would need to be put in to make it so Loa could distribute and sell water to Lyman and Bicknell and also Fremont doing the same. Right now, the elevations for the tanks are Fremont is the highest at 7730’, Lyman is second at 7448’, Bicknell is at 7345’ and Loa is the lowest at 7087. This would mean that Loa would have to pump the water if they sent it to the other towns. To send the water to Loa from Fremont or Lyman you would just need a water line, no booster. To send water to Lyman or Bicknell from Fremont or Loa they would need a booster pump system. Bart said who would pay for this? That is partly why they are here. He has four scenarios that could happen. Scenario #1 would be to operate the system as one like a conservancy district. Scenario #2 would be that the systems all still run independently unless a system needed water. The company conservancy district or revised conservancy district would have to pay for the system. They would get the funding for it. This may include raising rates to the systems. Most likely they could get grant/loan to help pay for the new system. The mayor said we have raised our rates and we have taken care of the system so that it accommodates our residents. We have gotten grand/loans and upgraded as needed. Lyman has done none of that. So, Loa is not going to supplement Lyman by raising rates when Lyman hasn’t done anything to help their own system pay for itself. It would not be fair for Loa and other water suppliers to raise their rates when Lyman hasn’t planned and raised their rates to help their own system. Bicknell is doing upgrades now too. Bart said Bicknell seems to believe that they will have enough water once they have their upgrades done. The third scenario would the community needing the help would have to take on the risk and go after the funding. Or if there were a couple communities could partner to go after the funding and take on the financial responsibility. Loa is going to be adding 60 ½ acre lots in the near future so they need to make sure they can take care of their own community first. Ryan said he doesn’t see a problem with putting in the system and selling water if they have it and the need is there, but they all agree that they shouldn’t have to pay to put the system in. They aren’t the ones that are in need of the water and they have tried to do everything they can to plan for their future. Bart said his issue is the cost of getting it all tied together and he only see Lyman as the one that will benefit the most. They are also the only ones that can’t pay for it. If someone else can incur the cost and we are just the transportation for the water, then it would be fine to do so. They could possibly buy water from the Leavitt’s and use Loa’s system to get the water to Lyman and make money while doing so. Bart is worried that if the county comes in and pays for the infrastructure in, they will think they own the system and he doesn’t want to do that. It would be like the fire house situation only worse. Ryan said, well if Bicknell and Lyman go in and get the funding for the infrastructure then they purchase some shares from the Leavitt’s and Loa is the pipeline to get it to them then Loa just collects a check. They meter is and it is a win for everyone. It would all just depend on who go the funding and what the agreement and terms were. At this point, they aren’t making any decisions, Ensign is just getting input and going to the other communities as well. They will come back if they have a solid plan to make the system happen. 

Matt said they got the posts poured and standing up at the cemetery. Irrigation is off today and he will start to drain them. It takes all day to do one side. Matt did Eduardo’s water service hook up. He has a list of parts he used. Matt is waiting on a price on the poly pipe he used. It took him 3 hours of labor in the back hoe. Michelle wants to know how much to charge him for that. Bart said probably $150 per hour. The council said to charge the $150 per hour. Matt has been talking to Jaison from Sunrise on our contingency money and they are trying to schedule something with Kurt on that. They are going to do the fire hydrants and the tank like they discussed previously. Matt has a meeting with Brad tomorrow on the meters. There are probably 40 still not reading. They also think that there is a possibility that Melvin’s meter at his home and the meter next door are swapped or somehow not reading for the right homes. Melvin has irrigation water and the Leavitt guy doesn’t so the fact that Melvin has been using quite a bit of culinary and the Leavitt guy isn’t, seems off. Brad will have to look into that. For now, they have just been charging Melvin the $40 because they can’t be sure it is his meter reading or not. Hopefully they can get on this and figure the meter reading problem out. Matt asked if Harward and Rees is still using water from the hydrant. They are still reading so Matt needs to get a reading for Michelle to bill them. 

Bart said so what is the road issue by the fairgrounds? Is that the one that is washed out at the bottom. Michelle said yes and there are some large holes along the road where Jackson’s installed the new water line. They have washed clear out and have exposed fiber plus they are probably 4 ft. deep, so probably hazardous if someone ends up in one. Shannon mentioned that concrete at the bottom would be the best to keep it long lasting. Bart said Jackson’s needs to come back and fix the big holes and compact it. The council agrees. Matt will tell them. In the meantime, Matt should get some barrels to keep people from driving into them. The council told Matt to take a backhoe up and spread the dirt out on the approach and then bring some road base in and compact it down. Ryan said maybe even some flowable fill or asphalt. They think maybe the asphalt will keep breaking up so the cement water way will be better long term, maybe a 10 ft. cement water way. Then asphalt up to it and then before it some too. They told Matt to check it out and get it cleaned up with backhoe and then they can talk about cement water way. They decided to asphalt the cemetery road while they were asphalting. 

Mayor Grundy asks about asphalt, Ryan said they told him two weeks but that was like three weeks ago. Ryan will check with him again. If it’s going to be too cold, they will have to wait to do it. 

Mayor Grundy calls for a motion for the council to get paid next month. Bart motions that the council gets paid at their next meeting. Chris seconds the motion. All others motion in favor. Michelle will have their paychecks for them in November. 
 
Mayor Grundy asks for motion to approve September minutes. Chris motions to accept the September minutes. Ryan seconds the minutes for September. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. 

Mayor Grundy asks for a motion to approve the accounts payable October. Ryan motions to approve the accounts payable for October, Barts seconds the motion. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. 

The council met with Jeanette Taylor prior to the meeting for a quick interview. She was the only applicant they had. They felt good about hiring her as Michelle’s part time assistant clerk over planning and zoning.  The council decided to approve her on a 90-day basis to see how she works out. If Michelle has any issues, she can discuss them with the council. Chris told Jeanette that she would need to be to the p/z meetings every 1st Thursday and to as many town board meetings as possible. Bart said Michelle is her boss. No one tells her what to do without Michelle approving it. She is working under Michelle. They will use her for 15-20 hours a week to see how it goes. The mayor calls for a motion to approve Jeanette Taylor as Michelle’s part time assistant clerk. Ryan motions to approve Jeanette Taylor as Michelle’s assistant clerk. Chris seconds the motion to approve Jeanette Taylor as Michelle’s assistant clerk. All others vote in favor. Motion carries. She will let Jeanette know and see when she can start. 
Michelle said that Jesse is supposed to get back to us about meeting with the state about the Secondary meters and answer some questions that they have about how it’s going to work.

Bank recs., standard financial reports, deposits, and delinquent water list are all approved by signature of all town board members. Michelle also has them make sure all the checks written match the reconciliation’s as well.

Information Items:

 No other information was discussed.

The mayor asks if anyone wants to make a motion to adjourn. Ryan makes a motion that they adjourn. Bart seconds it. All vote in favor. Motion carries. 

Meeting Adjourned.
