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MEMORANDUM
TO: Members, Utah State Board of Education
FROM: Martell Menlove, Ph.D.
Chief Executive Officer

DATE: March 7, 2014
INFORMATION: Computer Literacy Task Force
Background:

A Computer Literacy Task Force was formed in spring 2013 to look at current computer literacy
requirements and make recommendations for possible improvements.

Key Points:
The Computer Literacy Task Force has gathered feedback from the field and will share its
findings with the Board.

Anticipated Action:
The Standards and Assessment Committee will receive the information.

Contact: Brenda Hales, 801-538-7794
Sydnee Dickson, 801-538-7739

250 East 500 South P.O. Box 144200 Salt Lake City, UT 84114-4200 Voice: (801) 538-7517 Fax: (801) 538-7768



Computer (Digital) Literacy Committee Recommendations and Responses

Presentation to Utah State Board of Education — 3/7/2014
Sydnee Dickson, Computer Literacy Task Force Chair

Committee Recommendations

Responses from Field

v" Require keyboarding instruction in elementary O Feedback obtained statewide from curriculum
schools. directors, curriculum specialists, business teachers,
v Require competency exam end of 5" grade with CTE community, business leaders, parents
remediation coursework available in 6™ grade. O Feedback obtained both face to face and online
v"Introduce beginning coding to elementary students. | 0 Broad-based support for recommendations
v" Revamp CTE intro course to include more digital 0 Support for keyboarding mastery requirement at 5%
literacy, including intro to coding and production grade while recognizing concerns about
(spreadsheets, word processing, and presentations). overburdening elementary teachers
v" Move required high school computer literacy course | 0 Some support for systematically teaching production
to 8" grade using updated course standards (.5 skills starting in fourth grade
graduation requirement). 0 Concerns from current computer literacy (business)
v" Require an additional .5 digital literacy course 9-12 teachers about losing programs and being displaced
grade and expand offerings. to different schools
v' Phase in implementation of requirements due to O District/school leader concerns about limited access
current pressures of new core standards, new to computers (keyboards)
computer adaptive assessments, new educator
evaluation systems, and grading schools issues.
Considerations Needed for Implementation Current Resources for Success
0 Professional development for elementary teachersis | v' Free software available for keyboarding and coding
critical. (at elementary level)
0 Schools have limited computer lab time for keyboard | v* Professional development provided for elementary
practice. teachers each year by USOE and district staff in
0 Keyboarding needs change depending on digital keyboarding
device. One-to-one technology may be a tablet or v" Expansion of schools using one-to-one devices
smaller device. v"Increase in opportunities for students to engage in
0 Fifth grade competency exam needs to be developed “coding camps”
and piloted. v" CTE intro course being revamped to include updated
0 Remediation course needs to be developed and instruction on digital literacy
piloted. v" USOE Business Education Specialist working with
0 7™ grade CTE intro course is in process of being colleagues in LEAs to enact recommended changes
redesigned to include more digital literacy. Reviewis | v Expansion of digital literacy courses in grades 9-12
needed to ensure alignment with committee goals. v" USOE collaboration with universities to provide
0 Current required .5 computer literacy course would professional development on coding for secondary
transition to 8" grade, impacting number of electives teachers
for students.
0 Determine what qualifies as a course eligible for
digital literacy credit in high school.
0 Equitable access to digital literacy courses is an issue.
0 Correlate with recommendations from graduation

committee.
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