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Holden Town Council Meeting
December 14, 2022


Started: 7:00 pm
Present: Council Members: Mayor Darren Fox, David Wood, Phil Whatcott, Jim Blodgett
Staff:, Rod Dastrup, Carla Collins, Caralee Woods
Visitors: Mike Bleazard, Mark Stephenson, Thayne Hilstead

Pledge: Phill Whatcott
Prayer: Jim Blodgett

Approval of November 9, 2022, Town Council Meeting Minutes
The council discussed the minutes. No Comments or corrections were made. 
David Wood motioned to accept the minutes for Holden Town Council Meeting for November 9, 2022, Jim Blodgett seconded; roll was called, Phil Whatcott - yes; David Wood – yes; Mayor Fox-yes; Jim Blodgett- yes


Payment of payroll/reimbursements and bills
The bills/payroll/reimbursement invoices dated November 9, 2022- December 14, 2022, were reviewed and discussed.

Darren Fox mentioned to hold off on paying Millard Progress due to not posting our public notice in the paper, yet charging us to do so still

[bookmark: _Hlk106003154][bookmark: _Hlk58846460]Phill Whatcott motioned to pay bills/payroll/reimbursement invoices dated November 9, 2022- December 14, 2022, Jim Blodgett seconded; roll was called, Phil Whatcott - yes; David Wood – yes; Mayor Fox-yes; Jim Blodgett-yes


Petitions, Remonstrance and Communications-
No update

Planning and Land Use – Ted Bennett

No update

Phil Whatcott– Water and Fire Department
The water Committee found another spot on the East side of Town for a potential well. Got to work on getting well study done to find out if there is water. WAB did some work, and we will work on getting the dowsing paid for. Willow Stick does the same type of thing, except they use more high technology aka acoustics and seismic to find water source, they will go down approx. 300 feet. Phil proposes that we pay $3500 to do the work.

Phill Whatcott makes a motion to go forward with the independent company Willow stick to do the survey for the new well sight from Town Water Committee. Jim Blodget Seconds the motion.; roll was called, Phil Whatcott - yes; David Wood – yes; Mayor Fox-yes; Jim Blodgett-yes

We should have the results back hopefully at the beginning of January. If they do find a viable water source, we will have to adjust the proposals we have already in place. It will slow down the process but if water can be found it will save the town some money and be a good thing. 
The ECWAG grant goes to drilling a test well up to 1 million dollars and building a new well house. We will check all conditions of the ECWAG grant. We will make sure notifications get published. 

The fire department budget overspent but that is because we have grant money coming in. Items needed to be purchased before the grant was given. So, we will have money coming in and will be put into the General Fund to cover the cost before the close of the year. We will have to readjust to fix the budget for the fiscal year. We may be able to get a budget increase but won’t know till the end of the year.



Jim Blodgett – Roads and Land fill
no update


Josalyn Stevens- Parks, Recreation and CERT
Absent/ excused

David Wood- Electric-
Hunter plant is being taken offline, no coal. We don’t know when coal will open again. IPP is having problems getting coal also. Pacific Corp usually has coal but is not helping the demand. We have got to find something.as of the 6th it was at $110, the 7th it went up to $123, the 8Th at $151, 9th $195, and the 12th $270 a kilowatt. We have got to figure this out. We can no longer find power at our original price. If power hits 500, they will use coal to take care of the average. Natural gas prices are at 50, when they usually are at 17.
We reached out to Dawn Lund the coordinator to do surveys. Gave her all of our info to work on study to come up with different suggestions to help us figure out bills to town and residence, we can not pay the 10 times amount that they are at now. They are telling us that the days of cheaper power are over. The government affairs group is getting involved. December wholesale power bill comes in January. So, we won’t know actual costs till a month after we bill residents. We will wait until our rate study is done before raising rates so it all can be justified. It is up to us as a town to be able to pay our bills, we will then put together a discussion about the town. 
The rail companies delivering coal won’t keep their contracts. We mostly rely on Hunter for our baseload, but they have shut down coal due to not being able to bring in the coal. We have invested in Nuclear but won’t come online until 2029, so we are looking for other solutions for the future. UAMPS is made up of small towns and we are all in the same boat.


Mayor Darren Fox – Cemetery and Employees
New resolution for Public Hearing January 11, 2022
Public Notice is Hereby Given that on December 14, 2022, the Mayor, and Town Council of Holden Town (the Issuer), adopted a resolution (the resolution) declaring its intention to hold a public hearing on January 11, 2023, at the hour of 7:00 p.m. The location of the public hearing is at the Holden Town Offices, 185 South Main, Holden, Utah. The purpose of the meeting is to receive input from the public with respect to the issuance of the Water Revenue Bonds and any potential economic impact to the private sector from the construction of culinary water systems improvements, including the drilling of a well, the construction of a storage tank, the installation of transmission and distribution lines, and upgrades to the meters and chlorination, together with all related work and improvements (the Project) to be funded by such Water Revenue Bonds. All members of the public are invited to attend and participate.

A copy of the Resolution is on file in the office of Town Clerk in Holden, Utah, where it may be examined during regular business hours, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Friday.

Jim Blodgett made a motion to accept the notice of public hearing for January 11,2022. Phill Whatcott second.; roll was called, Phil Whatcott - yes; David Wood – yes; Mayor Fox-yes; Jim Blodgett-yes

New Business

Thayne Hillstead from Water Committee will be closely monitoring and keeping an update on proceedings from new well study and will bring forward what he has at next upcoming meeting.



Adjournment
Phill Whatcott mentioned to adjourn the meeting at 7:44pm, Darren Fox Seconded, roll was called, Jim Blodgett- yes; Phil Whatcott-yes; David Wood-yes; Mayor Fox- yes

Carla Collins
Holden Town Clerk
December 15, 2022
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