City Council Meeting
Wednesday, December 7, 2022
7:00 P.M
38 West Center Street

	Roll Call:

Councilor Mike Wanner, Mayor Lori Nay, Councilor Stella Hill, Councilor Robert Andersen


	Invocation/Inspirational Thought:

Given by Mayor Lori Nay 


	Pledge of Allegiance:

Led by Mayor Lori Nay 
	

	Public Forum:

No public comment


	Bills for period ending December 1, 2022, totaling $200,804.65:

Councilor Mike Wanner made the motion to pay the bills totaling $200,804.65, Councilor Andersen seconded the motion

Roll Call:

Wanner: Yes, Hill: Yes, Andersen: Yes

Public Hearing Regarding Conveyance of Property at 375 South Main Street:

Councilor Stella Hill made the motion to open the public hearing, Councilor Mike Wanner seconded the motion

Roll Call:

Wanner: Yes, Hill: Yes, Andersen: Yes

Dennis Marker stated that because of state law anytime that a City wants to divest itself of a property interest they are required to have a public hearing. He stated this is also a follow up from the last council meeting. He stated that they received a letter from the adjoining property owner stating that he does not want any of the property. He went over the property lines with the council and how they show differently on paper than on the ground.

Marcy Childs stated that she had Ensign do a survey to show the gap as another parcel of land so that the Child’s can go ahead a record with Sanpete County. She gave all the council members copies of this survey.

Councilor Stella Hill made the motion to close the public hearing, Councilor Robert Andersen seconded the motion

Roll Call:

Wanner: Yes, Hill: Yes, Andersen: Yes

Bids, Awards, and Recognitions

2023 Ballfield Complex Enhancements:

Dennis Marker stated that there were no responsive bids for this project. Two partial bids were received. Due to the lack of response for this project, the invitation for bids was re-advertised with a new closing date of December 12, 2022, at 2:00 p.m. He stated that because the grant is not very much money that they may want to consider scaling back on the project. He stated that they must get their application into Six County AOG by December 15th and they will review and decide if it is a good project. If approved by SCAOG the application will need to be submitted to the State in January.

2022 Crack Seal Project:

Dennis Marker stated that the City received one bid for this work. It was from Rasmussen Excavating LLC. For a total project estimate of $60,125 to be completed in 16 days. He recommended that the Council award the crack seal work to Rasmussen Excavating LLC and authorize staff to work with the contractor to complete as much of the work as can be done for the Council authorized amount of $35,000.

Councilor Robert Andersen made the motion to award the crack seal bid to Rasmussen Excavating for up to $35,000 Councilor Stella Hill seconded the motion.

Roll Call:

Wanner: Yes, Hill: Yes, Andersen: Yes



	Ordinances and Resolutions

Resolution 2022-13 Regarding Fee Schedule Updates:

The Street Frontage Assessment was discussed in previous council meetings and has been written to be adjustable by the City Engineer depending on the road conditions and existing infrastructure. A future code amendment, requiring Planning Commission review, is still needed to pinpoint the application of this fee. Councilor Mike Wanner stated that he would like this to be spelled out better for future reference.  He doesn’t want someone who builds to have to pay for the whole road. Dennis Marker stated that he can add a footnote that states that the frontage fee would only be for half of the frontage.

City regulations provide that a “transfer fee” shall be paid if someone desires to change the burial rights from one person to another. The proposed fee for resident transfers is to cover costs of processing the change. The proposed non-resident fee covers the transfer cost plus sales price of the lot to a non-resident.

Construction Water Fees. The city is occasionally approached by contractors wanting to use the city culinary system as a supply of water during their jobs. A fee structure is proposed to recoup some of that water value.

Road Excavation Permit Fees. City ordinance 09.40.020 requires that any person cutting/excavating within city right-of-way must obtain a permit. The basis for these permits is to monitor construction activity, utility locations, and manage the life of roads. The fee amounts proposed serve to cover some of the costs associated with the reduced life of the road due to the excavations and the difficulties of excavation restoration during the winter season. A survey of fourteen surrounding communities found fees ranging from several thousand dollars to $25. Some communities include a fee per square foot. Mike Wanner stated that he was concerned because the City used to cut the road. Donald Childs stated that the state had them investigate changing this because the property owner should be liable not the City. He also stated that if they have no problems with it that the money should be returned. Dennis stated that there is an option to have them bond the money.  Mike stated that he does not agree with the fee. He thinks that if they keep adding fees that it will hurt the growth of the City. J.D. stated that the reason for this fee is to help save money then fix the roads later down the road. The Mayor agreed that this fee seemed a little steep and that they might want to look into a different amount. 

Councilor Stella Hill made the motion to approve the fee schedule except for the road excavation permit fees, as well as added a foot note to the street frontage fee, Councilor Robert Andersen seconded the motion

Roll Call:

Wanner: Yes, Hill: Yes, Andersen: Yes

Ordinance 2022-15 Regarding Water Dedication Requirements:

Dennis Marker stated that this ordinance has two elements: The first being road excavation permit fees. Clarification of the requirement for road excavation permits and the amount of fees to be charged. The second would be the water dedication requirements for new development. The language pertaining to irrigation water dedication requirements has been broken down into four parts: properties with less than ½ acre, properties with ½ to 2 acres, subdivision developments, and large acreage lots with a homesite. The council had some discussion. Mike Wanner stated he wasn’t sure if he liked the idea of taking cash instead of turning in a water share. Dennis stated that this is something that would be up to the Council and that it could benefit the City if they were needing money to find more water or improve infrastructure but already had sufficient water.

Councilor Mike Wanner made the motion to approve Ordinance 2022-15 Regarding Water Dedication Requirements, Councilor Robert Andersen seconded the motion

Roll Call:

Wanner: Yes, Hill: Yes, Andersen: Yes

Ordinance 2022-16 Regarding Disposal of Public Property:

Personal property that could be sold, leased, or generally disposed of range from books in the library to old computers and up to vehicles and equipment worth several thousand dollars. The proposed language provides levels of authority for determining suitability and/or methods for disposal of surplus property.

Regarding real estate matters, State law requires communities to follow certain notification procedures before divesting itself of “significant” real estate interests. State law also provides that cities can determine what the proper notification procedures are and what significant means. Some cities will define significant by size and/or value. This amendment proposes a size and value component while acknowledging that there are some circumstances related to legal and development matters that a property sale needs to be expedited or is less significant to the general populace.

Councilor Mike Wanner made the motion to approve Ordinance 2022-16 Regarding Disposal of Public Property, Councilor Stella Hill seconded the motion

Roll Call:

Wanner: Yes, Hill: Yes, Andersen: Yes

New Business – Discussion and Possible Action Items


	Quit Claim Deed for property at 375 South Main Street:

Councilor Robert Andersen made the motion to approve the quit claim deed at 375 South Main Street, Councilor Stella Hill seconded the motion

Roll Call:

Wanner: Yes, Hill: Yes, Andersen: Yes

Budget Retreat Dates:

The council had some discussion and decided that February 16th would be a good time. They decided that they would like to go over how they will do it at the next meeting. They would like to use The Building if it is available.

Employment Agreement with City Recorder:

Valerie Andersen has been working as the City Recorder since March 2022. The City Recorder position is essential under state law and performs crucial roles in record keeping and financial administration. Maintaining consistency in this position provides institutional integrity for policy and processes as well as clarity for historic actions. The City Recorder is a politically appointed position which means the stability necessary for the city’s long-term success is also subject to political whim with each new election. This uncertainty around elections is part of the accepted position but also brings additional stress to the employee. To reduce the potential pitfalls of the appointment process and to provide some increased security in her position, it is proposed that an employment agreement be made with Mrs. Andersen as the City Recorder

Councilor Mike Wanner made the motion to approve the employee agreement with the City Recorder, Councilor Robert Andersen seconded the motion

Roll Call:

Wanner: Yes, Hill: Yes, Andersen: Yes

Employment Agreement for City Public Utilities Superintendent:

Although a utilities superintendent is not a state required position, the various duties of a superintendent, according to city regulations, are also to be performed by an appointee of the Mayor with Council consent. Mr. Joshua D. Bunnell has been groomed to fulfill the role of superintendent upon the retirement of Donald Childs. An employment agreement is also proposed with Mr. Bunnell to give him some assurances of stability in his new position, which is no less critical to the operation and preservation of critical city infrastructure. The council had some discussion. Mike Wanner stated that he thinks that the council needs to put a little more thought into it and that he would like to go over it again

Councilor Stella Hill made the motion to approve the employee agreement for City Public Utilities Superintendent, motion died due to no second

Councilor Robert Andersen made the motion to table this, Mike Wanner seconded the motion

Roll Call:

Wanner: Yes, Hill: No, Andersen: Yes


	Declaration of Surplus property:

Councilor Stella Hill made the motion to surplus the piano, Councilor Mike Wanner seconded the motion

Roll Call:

Wanner: Yes, Hill: Yes, Andersen: Yes

Lease Agreement with Centracom:

The current lease agreement with Centracom that permits them to have equipment behind City Hall expires on December 31, 2022. Centracom is interested in renewing the lease. The Council needs to discuss lease terms and if any should be renegotiated/modified before renewing the lease. Dennis’ suggested that the City look into putting a yearly inflation Fee of 2.5%. The fee has not been raised sense 2013.

Paul with Centracom addressed the council and went over the lease that they have with Gunnison City. He stated that it is a head end station that broadcast TV. He stated that because they stream high school sports on this channel that he expects to be around for a long time. 

Mayor Lori Nay suggested going to $750 per month with the 2% Annual increase. Robert Andersen stated that he thinks they do have things that they could use the property for and agreed the price should be increased. 

Councilor Andersen made the motion to approve the lease agreement with Centracom starting at $750 per month and adding a 2% annual increase, Councilor seconded the motion

Roll Call:

Wanner: Yes, Hill: Yes, Andersen: Yes

Employee Christmas Bonus’:

The council had some discussion and decided that they would do $100 for fulltime and $50 for part time.


	Minutes
November 16, 2022:

Councilor made the motion to approve the minutes for November 16, 2022, for both the special and regular minutes, Councilor seconded the motion

Roll Call:

Wanner: Yes, Hill: Yes, Andersen: Yes

Reports of Officers, Staff, Boards and Committees

Donald Childs:

He stated that Sanpete pantry was wondering if they could get WIFI over at the shop. Coleen stated that she doesn’t think that this is a need, and that she wouldn’t suggest they spend money.

Dennis Marker:
The council was provided a financial statement in their packet. He noted that they are currently halfway through the fiscal year and around 1/3 of the total budget is spent, but there are a lot of big projects coming up. 

He noted that the employee Christmas party is on the 19th of this month and asked that they all R.S.V.P. with Valerie

The application for the UDOT grant is due tomorrow. He stated that he is finishing up on that.

The CBDG grant is due on December 15th. He stated they will have that submitted as well.

He stated that there is not another council meeting until January, but he wondered if they would want to a special meeting to go over J.D.’s contract so that it can be completed before the end of the year. The council decided they could do noon on December 21st. 


	
Reports by Mayor and Council Members

Councilor Stella Hill:

Stella stated that she knows Valerie is currently working on the cemetery. She would like to make sure they figure out Donald’s cemetery plot. Valerie stated that she has talked with Donald, and they will get it figured out. 

Stella stated that she recently had a meeting with some students. She was asked what was the most important thing that the City had done over the past year. She said hiring new employees.

Mayor Lori Nay:

The mayor wondered if the Christmas party should be more casual or formal? She wondered if they would like to do a gift exchange, and if they would like to have entertainment. 


	Adjournment:

9:15 P.M. Councilor Robert Andersen made the motion to adjourn, Councilor seconded the motion

Roll Call:

Wanner: Yes, Hill: Yes, Andersen: Yes





________________________________                                                      Approval Date:

Lori Nay, Mayor                                                                                       December 21, 2022 

Attest:

________________________________

Valerie Andersen, City Recorder
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