WALES TOWN COUNCIL MEETING
 DECEMBER 6, 2022
HELD IN THE WALES TOWN HALL
                                                                            Meeting commenced at 7:02 PM
ROLL CALL:  Mayor Byron Davis; Council members: Brandon Rees, David Larsen, Ron Thompson, Edward Anderson; Town Clerk Kevin Washburn.
Residents in attendance:  Lee Fox, Hayden Nicholes, James Roberts, Nathan Mitchell, Cory Walker
Others in attendance:  Mike Tripp, Cecil and Liz Clawson, Kurt Ludvigson-RWAU, David Welsh-Hydro Specialties
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE--lead by Mayor Davis
PRAYER/INSPIRATIONAL THOUGHT:  by Ron Thompson
MINUTES:  Council member Rees read the minutes of the town council meeting of November 1, 2022.  Council member Larsen made a motion to accept the minutes as read.  Council member Thompson seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous to accept the minutes as read.

INVOICES: A list of the November 2022 invoices was distributed by the town clerk. The out-of-the-ordinary invoices were read and explained by clerk Kevin Washburn.  Council member Rees made the motion to approve payment and Council member Larsen seconded the motion. Voting was unanimous to have the invoices paid.
BUSINESS & PETITIONS:  
1. 6-month extension of Temporary Land Use Regulation #6-7-22(1) moratorium on all building permits requiring a new city water connection, etc.
Mayor Davis explained the need to renew the moratorium for another 6 months.  He also explained that the town attorney said the town has the right to do so.  Council member Larsen stated the thought the wells were producing better.  Mayor agreed but noted that we don’t know how good it is.  Hence the need for the present water study.

Mayor Davis made a motion to extend the temporary ordinance for another 6 months which was seconded by Council member Thompson.  

Council member Larsen asked if there was some other way to control water hookups that this temporary ordinance.  After some discussion it was decided to vote on the proposal.  The mayor and all council members voted in favor of extending Temporary Land Use Regulation #6-7-22(1) for another 6 months.

2. Mel Gull request for relief from water leak overage:  Mel Gull came to the city office early in November and asked for some relief of the cost of water due to a water leak on his property.  The town clerk suggested he come to town council and petition the council for relief.  He did not come to the meeting.

Clerk Washburn calculated that based on an average of his water usage from June thru October his water overage charge for the month of September would be $11.44.  Council member Rees proposed to give Gull relief of 50% of the overage bill which would be $5.72.  The proposal was seconded by council member Larsen.  All members voted in favor of the proposal.

3. Lacey Weber request for relief from water leak overage:  Lacey Weber came to the city office in mid-November and asked for more time to pay her very high water bill.  She had a leak in June and July.  According to Wendle Roberts, water master, she and some friends had searched for and finally found the leak and fixed it.

Town clerk Washburn suggested to Lacey that she come to town council and ask for some relief from the high water bill due to the leak.  Washburn calculated that based on an average of her water usage from June thru October her water overage charge for the months of June and July would be $394.51.  Council member Rees proposed to give Weber relief of 50% of the overage bill which would be $197.26.  The proposal was seconded by council member Larsen.  All members voted in favor of the proposal. 

4. Lee Fox, planning and zoning secretary came to council meeting to present proposals to allow three persons to have water connections.  However, since the town council has extended the water connection moratorium for 6 months, Fox stated he would not make the proposals at this time.

5.  Hydro Specialties-replace water meters/data collection system:  

David Welsh of Hydro Specialties and Kurt Ludvigson of Rural Water Association of Utah attended the meeting to explain a new water metering system that would send water use data from each house meter to the town hall base station over the internet.  No one would have to go to the meters to read the data except in the case of meter failure.  Ludvigson explained that the estimated cost would be $60,000 for the new meters, base station, other material and labor to install new meters.  He is working with the Division of Drinking Water to secure a grant for the project.

David Welsh of Hydro Specialties introduced the council to his company which is state-wide and in surrounding states.  The company has been in business for 31 years.  It has installed 40+ system similar to what Wales needs.  In short-the sensors on the meter send the water usage data over one of the cell phone carriers into the base station at the town hall.  Data is sent 4 times a day from every meter and stored for later use.  Welsh also explained that an app called ‘eyeonwater’ can be downloaded on a person’s cell phone so the person can check on their water usage as desired.
Council member Rees asked how hard water effects the readings.  Welsh said it has no effect on the type of sensors the use and how they are placed in the water stream.  Rees also asked about updates to the software.  Welsh said it is updated automatically at no extra cost.

Welsh explained that a trial package of 10 meters is available to install and use so the town can decide if they want the whole system.
Council member Rees made a motion to do the trial test of 10 meters, seconded by council member Thompson.  All members voted in favor.

6. Council member Thompson proposed to raise the cemetery plot fee by $100 for each category of plot.  He also proposed to raise the grave open/close fee by $100 for a regular size casket burial and by $50 for an infant burial and cremation burial.
Thompson made note that the town needs to put some of the funds toward perpetual care and expansion of the cemetery.

Council member Thompson made motion to accept proposed fee increases as he had explained.  Council member Rees seconded the motion and all the council voted in favor.

7. Council member Thompson proposed changes to the present mayor and council member’s compensation.  He proposed that the mayor’s monthly salary be raised from $50 per month to $100 per month.  He also proposed that the hourly amount for extra work performed by the mayor, or a council member be raised from $7.25 to $12.00 in keeping with the hourly wage the town pays others who are not town employees but work for the town occasionally.
There was dissenting opinion from town citizen Nathan Mitchell about raising the mayor’s monthly compensation saying that these positions were voluntary and should not receive that much money.

The council decided to table the mayor’s increase in compensation but voted to raise the hourly rate.

Council member Rees proposed that the mayor’s compensation stay at $50.00 per month, but the hourly rate for extra work by the mayor or a council member be raised to $12.00 per hour.  This was seconded by council member Larsen with all members voting in favor.

OPEN DISCUSSION:  NONE
REPORTS:
· Mayor:  Mayor Davis
Mayor reported that the town is trying to get the well driller’s bond so the south well can be finished properly.  Both the town attorney and the lending agency agree that this should be done.

Nathan Mitchell asked if the town was pursuing more water.  The mayor said yes.
· Water:  Council member Rees reported that

· Roads:  Council member Larsen
· Cemetery:  Council member Thompson reported that

· Parks:  Council member Anderson reported that

· Town clerk Kevin Washburn suggested that the town should study the possible need to raise the property tax mill levy on property in Wales Town.  This would give the town more working funds if needed.  At the present time it is difficult to stay in the town budget.


Council member Thompson made the motion to adjourn, seconded by Council member Rees, with a unanimous vote in favor.

Meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM
MINUTES APPROVED:
___________________________

1/3/2023
     Mayor:  Byron L. Davis        


     Date
ATTEST:

__________________________


1/3/2023
     Town Clerk:  Kevin E. Washburn 


     Date
Wales Town Council Minutes
2



