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WEBER CONSERVATION DISTRICT (WCD) MEETING
Regular Meeting, December 1, 2022
2871 Commerce Way, Ogden, UT 84401
ATTENDANCE: 
Appointed Weber Conservation District (WCD) Voting Members: 
John Degiorgio, Chairman
Kelly Wangsgard, Supervisor
Matt Peterson, Supervisor
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF):
Brian Christiansen, Resource Coordinator
Corey Schellinger, Conservation District Planner
National Resource Conservation Service (NRCS):
Kenny Oswald, District Conservationist
Emily Bishop, Watershed Coordinator
Weber County Weed Board:
Bart Cragun, Weed Supervisor
Utah Department of Agriculture and Food (UDAF):
Hannah Freeze, Program Manager
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WCD MEETING- CALL TO ORDER
WCD Chairman John Degiorgio called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. A motion was made by Mr. Kelly Wangsgard to approve the November 3, 2022 meeting minutes and was seconded by Mr. Matt Peterson. The motion was carried unanimously.

RESOURCE COORDINATOR UPDATE
Per Brian Christensen, Resource Coordinator, throughout the state districts have started combining local workgroup meetings and zone meetings. The Weber Board will sponsor and coordinate this meeting for 2023. There is a lot that needs to be organized by the Weber District. A possible date will be February 16th. Details can be worked out in the February board meeting. The meeting will be held in Morgan County to maintain a central location, and a catered dinner will be provided. 

Zack Oman has taken a new position, so a planner position is now available. John Degiorgio would like to address ways to retain NRCS employees to avoid the turnover and retraining process. Per Corey Schellenger, the Director at UDAF Jim Bowcutt is working to increase wages for planners to help with retention. Also, making programs more visible would be beneficial. Taking info bi-annually to the Weber County Commissioners Meeting could also bring more funding. Brian will work to coordinate a presentation for the meeting including an introduction of the board and various projects the producers have had success with, John will get on the agenda, and Matt will present. The goal will be to have a presentation ready for the March meeting.







NRCS UPDATE
Per Kenny Oswald, District Conservationist, contracts are currently under review. Three batches of applications will occur throughout the year. Applications not approved during the 1st and 2nd batches will roll to the 3rd batch. Batches will continue as long as funding is available.
Per Emily Bishop, Water Shed Planner, the Weber River Confluence will be held on January 11th and 12th at the David Eccles Center in Ogden. Workshops and discussions will be held. A watershed plan will be developed to present and apply for funding. Three separate meetings will be held addressing the Upper Weber River, Ogden Valley Morgan Area, and the Howards Slew Area. The district would like to reimburse producers who attend the $9 registration fee.
Per Corey Schellenger, NRCS Planner, The Weber River Pump meeting has been canceled due to a lack of contact info as well as this meeting should really be coordinated by DOWQ. The district would be willing to sponsor this event if DOWQ decides to hold one. 
The interseeder has been listed on KSL and is likely sold for $20,000.00. Perhaps a No-Till Drill is a better fit for the Weber County Producers. Corey will gather information on some No-Till Drills. Various sizes of drills might also be beneficial.

UDAF UPDATE
Per Hannah Freeze, UDAF Project Manager, Ag VIP funding is on hold until after the upcoming legislative session. All 2022 applications have been funded, and 101,000 acres are currently enrolled. Another 2 million dollars will be requested at the upcoming session. 
The board feels that UDAF should provide more education for the legislative session regarding the actual agricultural water usage. For example, 80% of water is allocated for agriculture, but only 50% is used. Hannah will reach out to Jim Bowcutt at UDAF and communicate the need to update numbers. Corey feels the flow meters may provide much-needed data to influence the water conservation discussion.
WEED BOARD UPDATE
Per Bart Cragun, Weed Manager, the Weber County Weed board meeting was held and a focus will be placed on Developers to start encouraging planting beneficial grasses instead of using Round-Up for weed control. A breakfast to educate and certify city employees is being coordinated for February. John Degiorgio suggested that City Employees need to be certified in weed control efforts.


OTHER
The next meeting will be held on January 5, 2022.
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