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Holden Town Council Meeting
November 9, 2022


Started: 7:00 pm
Present: Council Members: Mayor Darren Fox, , David Wood, Josalyn Stevens, and Phil Whatcott 
Staff:, Rod Dastrup, Carla Collins, 
Visitors: see sign in sheet

Pledge: Josalyn Stevens
Prayer: David Wood

Approval of October 12, 2022 Town Council Meeting Minutes
The council discussed the minutes. No Comments or corrections were made. 
David Wood motioned to accept the minutes for Holden Town Council Meeting for October 12, 2022, Josalyn Stevens seconded; roll was called, Phil Whatcott - yes; David Wood – yes; Mayor Fox-yes; Josalyn Stevens- yes


Payment of payroll/reimbursements and bills
The bills/payroll/reimbursement invoices dated October 12, 2022- November 9, 2022, were reviewed and discussed.
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Petitions, Remonstrance and Communications-


Planning and Land Use – Ted Bennett

No update

Phil Whatcott– Water and Fire Department
ECWAG Grant was accepted. We plan on using the ECWAG money to drill a test well and test water. We do not have to pay this grant back. As a board we have accepted this grant. Holden Town wants to protect our water rights. Holden Town currently has 481-acre feet of water to use. The state is looking into how and where we use our water. Last time someone came to lease a water right we rejected it. Test well will be able to tell us how far down the water table is. We need to get started on this project, so our grant does not expire. Congress passed a bill last year for Rual cities to upgrade their water systems. We applied and got the grant. 4 million dollars with 0% interest loan for 40 years. We have dead end lines in tow, this will help to upgrade it, and to stabilize the pressure in town. It will also upgrade the metering system, to measure every drop and bill accordingly. New systems will catch leaks very quickly. The state is cracking down on cross connections so the new meters will help greatly. Every year Rod changes out old meters to newer ones.
A 500,000-gallon tank is also included with the grant, to store a significant amount of water so we don’t run into an emergency. This would provide us with more time if the water levels dropped. 
The state is proposing that we have two ways to feed water to the community. The council has spent over a year trying to come up with solutions for the town to have the water. After this year funding and grant opportunities will not be available.
We met with Water Resources, and they graded us with a score of 9.8, which is just above the line.
The current tank capacity is 740,000 gal, which is 40-60 years old. 
The town would not be using the well continuously, most likely only 3-4 months out of the year and only to fill the tanks. The public hearing is put off till next month. For this to work we will need to be charging an average of $67.00 a month for water. Once we start a detailed plan and detailed pricing we can look back and see if there is anything we can cut out of the project.

-Town is concerned about money mostly. Josalyn stated there is not this side or that side, that we are all united for the best option for our town. We all want to live here and have the water we need.

-Current volunteer water committee is looking into other options and will bring their ideas to council and town. 

Jim Blodgett – Roads and Land fill
Absent, no update


Josalyn Stevens- Parks, Recreation and CERT
Price increase for using the Town Hall went up. New prices are @ 
1–3-hour rental $25
3–6-hour rental $50
Full day rental $75
This is to help pay for cleaning and electricity.

David Wood- Electric-
Hunter plant is being taken offline, no coal. We only have 3 sources. Trying how to stabilize this fluctuation. The green agenda is making us suffer. Solar has no storage capacity and is only about 35% of its output. Looking into the future we will need to update our electric rates for the town. We have not had a rate increase since 2012. The change of charge will not exceed $79, UAMPS will be absorbing anything over that.


Mayor Darren Fox – Cemetery and Employees
UDOT is willing to help us get a grant to cover up to 96% of the cost to update our General Plan and Ordinances. Town Citizens can have lots of input on these ordinances and the General Plan. This is something that needs to be done.


New Business

Mark Stephenson- Has a question. “Why did we read meters in October with water overflowing in the tanks” he got an outrageous bill for watering his cattle and was upset. After hearing this the Mayor and Town Council came up with a plan to have a one-time overage charge. 


New PTIF Resolution- Need to add Carolee Wood as the new treasurer so she can access our accounts. The council signed. Needs to be notarized.

Darren Fox Mentioned to accept the new PTIF resolution. Phill Whatcott Seconded it. Roll was called Josalyn Stevens- yes; Phil Whatcott- Yes; David Wood- Abstained; Mayor Fox-yes




Adjournment
Josalyn stevens mentioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:16 pm, Darren Fox Seconded, roll was called, Josalyn stevens- yes; Phil Whatcott-yes; David Wood-yes; Mayor Fox- yes
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