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TOURISM TAX ADVISORY BOARD 
MEETING MINUTES SEPTEMBER 22, 2022

Tourism Director Kevin Lewis called the Meeting of the Tourism Tax Advisory Board of Washington County to order at 9:30 AM on Thursday, September 22, 2022, in the Upstairs Conference Room of the Administration Building, 197 East Tabernacle, St. George, UT. Those in attendance were: Tourism Tax Advisory Board: Dorothy Heers, Tracy Welsh, Brett Burgess, Rich Stehmeier, and Nate Wells. Others in attendance include, Deputy County Attorney Steven Scott, Tourism Director Kevin Lewis, Tourism Staff members Sara Otto, Brittany McMichael and Joyce Kelly.
 
WELCOME

Tourism Director Kevin Lewis welcomed all in attendance and determined that a quorum existed for voting on action items. 

CONSIDERATION OF JULY 28, 2022

MOTION:	Motion by Kenny Neilson to Approve the July 28, 2022 Minutes. Motion seconded by Dorothy Heers and carried by a unanimous vote. 

DIRECTOR’S REPORT:

Mr. Lewis reported that 2022 revenue is three percent (3%) up over 2021. Hotel occupancy is down four percent (4%) from 2021.

Dorothy Heers, Tracy Welch, Nate Wells reported on their hotel occupancy rates and levels mentioning that they are tracking, however, it is hard to determine the direct correlation due to inflation of associated costs. Mr. Wells mentioned that Springdale experienced a thirty-four (34%) decrease in August, however, the sales are averaging out to be up by three percent (3%). All expressed concerns with the upcoming December and January months as they tend to be less busy.

Sara Otto reported that the historic downtown walking tour map will be redone and a new tear sheet map is in production, which highlights all major recreational areas in Washington County. The Land of Forever web page highlights ways to help the land while also maximizing the experience. 

Joyce Kelly reported that Greater Zion is currently running a billboard campaign in Germany with 1000 lit up billboards in the main cities throughout Germany. 

DIXIE CENTER UPDATES:

Brittany McMichael reported that the Dixie Center is full for the next seventy (70) days. There are only three (3) available weekends in 2023. 

Several improvements to the Dixie Center are taking place including a new Air Conditioner, chairs, and some new carpet in the Garden Room, Sunbrook and Entrada. 

2023 PRELIMINARY BUDGET:

Brittany McMichael reported on the 2023 preliminary budget and the current 2022 budget. A Proposed 2023 budget will be presented at the following TAB meeting. 

(See attached Budget sheets)

CONSIDERATION OF FUNDING REQUESTS:

Mayor Kress Staheli, Councilman Kurt Ivie, and Public Affair Officer Jordan Hess presented on the Washington City Wheels Park proposal. They are seeking $1,000,000 for a fifteen (15) acre park with features to skate, roller blade, and bicycle, recreationally and competitively. Washington City will bond for $10,000,000 with construction to begin in 2023 and would be maintained by the Washington City Park department. 

MOTION:	Motion by Kevin Smith to Recommend $1,000,000 for the Washington Wheels Park. Motion seconded by Brett Burgess and carried by a unanimous vote. 

Non Profit Marketing Requests

Arts to Zion is seeking $9,000 for printing of 80,000 gallery and museum maps, and the funding recommendation is $9,000.

The Dixie Watercolor Society is seeking $12,900 for a social media campaign. The funding recommendation is $6,000. 

The Harry Bertoia Foundation is seeking $6,000 for workshops and open houses. The funding recommendation is $3,000. 

The Hurricane Valley Chamber is seeking $20,000 for printing of the 2023 visitor guide. The funding recommendation is $20,000.

MOTION:	Motion by Tracy Welsh to Recommend Funding as Presented. Motion seconded by Dorothy Heers and carried by a unanimous vote. 

Non Profit Event Requests

Arts to Zion is seeking $17,500 for a Museum/Gallery Tour. The funding recommendation is $8,750.

DOCUTAH/Utah Tech University is seeking $15,000 for their 2022 DOCUTAH International Film festival. The funding recommendation is $7,500.

The Film and Media Alliance of Southern Utah is seeking $3,000 for a Horrorfest International Film Festival. The funding recommendation is $2,000. 

Ultimate Events is seeking $15,000 for a foodie, home and fun expo. The funding recommendation is $2,500. 

The Senior Softball USA event is seeking $18,200 for the Senior Softball Regional Championship. The funding recommendation is $18,200. 

Utah Prospects Inc., is seeking $18,000 for the Great Western Classic Basketball Tournament. The funding recommendation is18,000. 

MOTION:	Motion by Tracy Welsh to Recommend Funding as Presented with the Exception of the Ultimate Events Application. Motion seconded by Brett Burgess and carried by a unanimous vote. 

For Profit Event Requests

Skol Sporting Management is seeking $5,000 for the 2023 Southern Utah Half Marathon. The funding recommendation is $2,500. 

The Zion Canyon Music Festival is seeking $7,000 for the 2022 Zion Canyon Music Festival. The funding recommendation is $4,000.

The Zion Canyon Music Festival is seeking $7,000 for the 2023 Zion Canyon Music Festival. The funding recommendation is $4,000.

MOTION:	Motion by Kenny Neilson to Recommend Funding as Presented. Motion seconded by Nate Wells and carried by a unanimous vote. 

BOARD MEMBERS REPORTS

[bookmark: _GoBack]Kevin Smith reported on Tuacahn’s season to date. There were ten (10) cancelled shows due to Covid, which resulted in $400,000 being refunded. However, despite the cancellations, revenue has been on track with 2021. The entrance/exit will be expanded and is anticipated to be completed next spring. The bike path will also be extended all the way to the amphitheater as well. Mr. Smith reported that there has been ongoing concerns with a lack of staffing. 
Rich Stehmeier reported that the airport continues to experience employees shortages due to the incentivized retirement of pilots during COVID and wage differentials across the country. 

OTHER BUSINESS/ NEXT MEETING

Ms. Kelly reported on the Horizon film project mentioning that Kevin Costner is determined to keep the film in St. George and the project is moving forward. 

· Utah Tourism Conference September 27-30
· Greater Zion Stadium Ribbon Cutting November 4-5

The next meeting will be held in December, TBD. 
Minutes prepared by Cheyenne Bentley 
Adjourned at 11:45 AM
