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Overview of 
General 

Plan 
components

Chapter 1 – Overview & Introduction

Chapter 2 – Land Use

Chapter 3 – Housing

Chapter 4 – Transportation

Chapter 5 – Economic Development

Chapter 6 – Parks & Recreation

Chapter 7 – Sustainability & Resiliency



General Plan Philosophy

Approach this 
planning effort from 
the neighborhood 
scale outward

Plan for all elements at 
the neighborhood level

Maintain and 
improve the safety, 
viability, and 
connectivity of all 
transportation 
methods

Complete streets 
approach

Plan and develop 
policy to 
accommodate 
growth rather than 
react to it, in a way 
that:

Is context sensitive (what 
works in one location may 
not work in others)

Avoids creating a 
disproportionate impact in 
any one area

Plan for a variety of 
affordable, 
attainable housing 
options

Utilize 
recommendations 
from existing 
adopted master 
plans and 
existing/ongoing 
community input

Thoughtfully 
identify key future 
redevelopment 
areas and ways to 
guide it

Form-based code



Goals

• Goal 1 – Preserve Existing Neighborhoods
• Goal 2 – Enhance local services and amenities, and 

connect neighborhoods to them
• Goal 3 – Provide for a variety of community and 

lifestyle choices
• Goal 4 – Transform major corridors
• Goal 5 – Create vibrant, walkable activity centers, 

including a Cottonwood Heights town center
• Goal 6 – Maintain and improve the city’s 

recreation network
• Goal 7 – Establish policies that help protect the 

natural environment
• Goal 8 – Plan and prepare for future growth and 

development in a context-sensitive manner



Update on Land Use Element
Priorities:

• Plan proactively and responsibly for growth to limit negative impacts and maintain a high quality of life, 
in a way that compliments established city values (smart growth)

• Support existing neighborhoods while providing a variety of new and affordable housing options for 
various types of individuals and households

• Establish a town center area with strong community identity

• Guide appropriate redevelopment of and accessibility to other smaller, established centers to continue 
to meet local shopping and service needs

• Plan for a dynamic transportation system that equally balances vehicles, transit, pedestrians, and 
active transportation (complete streets)

• Develop polices to accommodate shifting working and shopping patterns

• Embrace and protect the natural environment, views, open spaces, and natural resources



Land Use 
Approach

• Utilize existing adopted master plans to the 
greatest extent possible; adjust when necessary 
and timely

• Develop neighborhood small area plans
• Implement a development code with form-based 

elements to shape targeted redevelopment areas
• Develop small area plans for key commercial 

redevelopment sites:
• Town center, gravel pit, etc.





Estimated project timeline
• Content-complete rough draft within two weeks for Council and public review

• Continued refinement and formatting will continue to take place
• Town hall meetings, early 2023 (as early as January, per Council direction)
• Ongoing refinement based on town hall meetings, focus surveys, etc.
• Introduction of complete draft to Planning Commission Q1 2023
• Goal – final adoption by fall 2023
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