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State of Utah
Livestock Brand Board
December 1, 2022, 7 AM to 8 AM


MEETING SUMMARY
This meeting was conducted in person at the Utah Cattlemen’s Association Conference at the Sheraton Hotel in downtown Salt Lake. 

1) WELCOME, INTRODUCE NEW BOARD MEMBERS – LEANN HUNTING
Attendees – Leann Hunting (UDAF Animal Industry Director) Kelly Pehrson (UDAF Deputy Commissioner), Phoebe White (UDAF), Suzanne Butler (UDAF Brand Recorder), Dr. Dean Taylor (UDAF State Vet, Jake Houtrouw (UDAF Financial Rep), Rick O’Brien (Auction Rep), Don Richards (Feeder Operator Rep), Mike Taylor (Producer Rep), Mark Wintch (Producer Rep), Norm Weston (Producer Rep), Kent Thurgood (Horse Council Rep), Jim Withers (Dairyman Rep), Matt Bailey (UDAF Brand Inspector), Thane Marshall (UDAF Brand Inspector), Rob Wilcox (UDAF Brand Inspector & Investigator)

Other Attendees – Jeff Young (Producer), Colby Pace (Producer), Daniel Krouser (Producer), Ron Christensen (Producer), Bryce Tolbert (Producer), and other audience members. 

Leann had board members go around and introduce themselves and where they are from. From there Jim asked for a motion to approve the previous Livestock Brand Board meeting. Kent moved they approve the minutes, Rick seconded the motion. The minutes were passed unanimously by the board. 

2) REPORT FROM BRAND DISTRICT SUPERVISORS 
a. MATT BAILEY – NORTHERN
1) The busy time off year is slowing down, everything has been good and busy. Mentioned beef going to slaughter is very backed up until 2025. Have assisted in animal health with avian influenza and trichomonas. There was an issue in Weber county regarding a serious theft case.  The case was dropped but they are looking into why it was closed and hopefully going to open it again. 
b. THANE MARSHALL – SOUTHERN 
1) Auctions have been very busy especially with cows. Custom exempt slaughter facilities are secure places for the brand inspectors to work. Had an issue with an individual who took 15 head of horses and 8 bulls out of the state and then back in with no official documents or tests. Some of the animals were not his. In the trial the individual is being charged with 15 second hand felony accounts. Thane had a cool experience to sit in the trail and be an advocate for our livelihood. Have had an issue with cows being shot, the perpetrator also shot a few deer so they are able to work on catching him with the DWR. They have hired 2 new brand inspectors and they are doing very well. 

3) REPORT FROM LIVESTOCK INVESTIGATOR – ROB WILCOX
A few cases we have worked on are out of Tooele county. There was an animal neglect case regarding some horses and cows. The owner agreed to work with the investigation. A state vet looked over the horses and decided one needed to be put down and the others should recover. Dean Taylor and Leann also went down and decided it was a major malnutrition case. The individual’s wife is native American so there was some conflict working all of that out. The Tooele sheriff department turned over the case to another county to take care of. The new county said they would monitor the situation. One horse was put down and another died of natural causes. 

There was another case in Tooele county that regarded some cattle that looked like they had been shot by 22s. After a few weeks the rancher said the scaring/wounds that occurred could be caused by pigeon fever. Rancher worked with Dean Taylor to see if it really was pigeon fever. At that point the case was closed because investigation was no longer necessary. 

Talking to ranchers in their area they have 7-8 cows stolen a year. Thane is working with the ranchers on ways they can prevent theft. 

4) STATE VETERINARIAN REPORT BY DR. DEAN TAYLOR
Dean addressed the cattle in Tooele with the disease. He says the cows had so many catabiotics so they wouldn’t have gotten an accurate test. The producer is going to keep his eye out on the cattle so it does not spread.

Regarding trichomanias there have been some rumors of new outbreaks. Last week we received confirmation that there have been new outbreaks in Idaho. We have reviewed commuter permits and want to encourage brand inspectors if they know of anyone who was in these areas in Idaho to be retested for trichomanias. We want to get them tested as soon as possible. 

The national association has been discussing brucellosis vaccinating and testing recently. They have discussed removing the requirement of vaccinating all cows for brucellosis. Dean is in favor of this. Regardless it would not change Utah’s requirements of either being bangs vaccinated or having the negative brucellosis test. Dean is not entirely sure on the resolution they came up with, was not able to attend the rest of the conference. 

There has been an up kick of EIA in the state. We have had cases every year since Dean has been the state vet. We are having horses smuggled out of Mexico and they didn’t receive a health certificate or a coggins test but they did have a brand inspection. When they were moving the horse from Arizona to Utah the boarder control vets took pictures of them crossing the through rivers to get into Utah. We have recently changed the rule of requiring all horses to have a negative coggins test regardless of why they are coming into Utah. The changes will go out for public comment soon. 

Audience member asked why a vet has to administer the brucellosis vaccination. Dean answered by saying the main reason is safety and regulatory measures. If you are accidentally injected with the vaccine or you get it in your eyes you will have a permanent case of brucellosis. 

Audience member asked if other states require a coggins test to go to their state. Dean responded by saying doesn’t know of any states that don’t require it. 

Rick asked for an example situation if the state were to loosen the brucellosis rules. Dean said that there is talk on BV spreading across the country. A few years ago, they relaxed the BV in the Idaho Yellowstone area and 4 herds ended up getting infected. Because Utah is so close to Idaho, Wyoming, and Montana we should not loosen our BV rules because of the close contact we have with them. Utah is not going to relax their rules. Elk also got into some herds and got them herds infected. 

Jim commented that requiring the vaccination not only protects the cattle but gives them an official ID. Requiring it gives us an advantage over other states. 

Mark had commented about some calves coming into Utah from Canada that ended up infecting some other herds with brucellosis and causing serious damage. Thane corrected Mark and saying they had brought tuberculosis from Canada and not brucellosis. Dean commented that Utah will not relax our rules on brucellosis so we can protect our industry from instances like that. 

Audience member asked if Dr. Taylor thinks we have control on the trichomanias situation. Dean said yes, unfortunately trich doesn’t go away after one year but because of our knowledgeable ranchers who know the seriousness of the disease there has been less of an impact. We hope to have it out of the state by next year. 

Colby Pace thanked Dr. Taylor for how trich was handled in the northern area of Utah. 

5) HORSE INSPECTIONS AT THE SALE BARN
Leann explained that when she had first gotten into her position she received a lot of feedback regarding how the horse inspections are being taken care of at the auctions. We are trying to encourage individuals to get a brand inspection done before they come to the barn so there isn’t back log at the auction. I want to get some feedback from the board regarding what should take place to quicken this process. 

Kent said possibly holding the horse until the next week’s auction until they get the information.

Don mentioned that the reason to be cautious about that the auction owner is then responsible for that horse so if something happened to it they would be liable. Also, some horses may only be worth $100 but if you hold them you have to feed them and the cost of feed could equal how much the horse is worth getting the auction no profit. Don believes that the owner needs to prove they own the horse but don’t know if a brand inspection would be required to show proof of ownership. 

Don also commented that the rancher is not the one who is holding up the sales it usually the person that has a pet horse they are trying to sell. 

6) LIFETIME HORSE INPECTION FEE – LEANN HUNTING
a. Remove $55 first horse fee
b. $40 fee proposal
Leann proposed that the board consider changing the rate for the horse inspections. The reason being that individuals were being charged differently all across the state. The change we want is that there would just be a $40 flat rate fee for any lifetime horse inspection. Jim, does anyone have any comments? Kent makes the motion that the inspection rate is changed to $40, Norm seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously to change the fee to $40 per horse for a lifetime horse inspection fee. 

7) REVIEW UPCOMING LEGISLATIVE CHANGES
a. Allow age to be provided rather than DOB in livestock dealer license application
b. Remove requirement for rebrand if animal will be harvested within 60 days of transfer of ownership
Leann explained she would like the boards help in making a few changes in the upcoming clean up bill in the legislative. The first on is allowing age instead of DOB for a livestock dealer license and the second is removing the requirement for rebranding an animal if going to be harvested with 60 days of the transfer of ownership. If these are passed by the board they will go through the legislative session coming up. 

Mark asked what is the current rate for the rebranding. Leann responded by saying it used to be they have to rebrand within 30 days. 

Ron Christensen asked a question regarding those who don’t have a registered brand what happens to them if they want to slaughter an animal. Nothing changes for private owners who don’t want to brand. If they buy an animal that is already branded and they have the proof that they bought it from this person they can still get it harvested within the 60 days. 

Jim, I will entertain a motion to make these changes. Kent made the motion to approve these changes, Mark seconded. The board voted unanimously and the motion carried. 

8) FINANCIAL REVIEW – JAKE HOUTROW
Jake presented a graphic showing the funding for the year and where expenditures are given. General fund we received $75,000 for this year. We are forecasting 1.37 million dollars if fee collection for this fiscal year. For this year we have about 76% of the budget left. Our total budget is 2.1 million dollars. So far, we have collected $448,000 in main brand inspections. 

9) ANNUAL PROGRAM REVIEW – LEANN HUNTING
Leann read over the public handout for the 2022 electronic brand inspections summary. She also reviewed the amount of stray, missing, and stolen livestock numbers provided by our brand recorder. We had 107 missing cattle reports on 6 have been found. We had 21 horses missing and 20 have been recovered. We have quite a large amount of cattle missing that have not been found. We hope to see some of those missing cattle come back and to their rightful owners. 

10) BOARD ROUND TABLE 
No more business was needed to be reported or discussed. 

11) OPEN TO PUBLIC COMMENT
Kelly Pehrson got up and thanked Dr. Dean Taylor for his hard work he has put into the department. 

Audience member said he wasn’t aware that individuals could pay for inspections with more than just a check. Leann responded by saying yes, we do have other options. It is much easier for us to receive payment by check but we are currently working on getting a better system for taking cards. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Dan Krouser thanked the board for allowing producers to come to the meetings and have a say in what goes on. 

12) ADJOURN MEETING

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE AMERICAN DISABILITIES ACT, INDIVIDUALS NEEDING ACCOMIDATIONS DURING THIS MEETING SHOULD CONTACT UDAF AT 801-538-7046 AT LEAST THREE WORKING DAYS PRIOR TO THE MEETING. HEARING IMPARED INDIVIDUALS SHOULD CALL UTAH RELAY SERVICE AT 801-298-9484 OR 1-800-364-4128
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