Public meeting minutes: October 26, 2022
7:00 p.m. at the Marysvale Community Center located at 215 E. 100 N.

Mayor Ann Kennedy opened the meeting. 
Present were Mayor Ann Kennedy, Council Members Kennedy Sylvester, William Davis, Jeania Kennedy, and Keith Anderton.
Wendy Steed, Town Clerk
Minutes done by Erin Jensen

William Davis:  Discussed preventing winter freezing of water lines by having a trickle of water from a faucet or hose. Our winter water usage isn’t as much of a problem as our summer water usage.  One of the proposals we’ve gotten so far is to forgive the 4 months of winter water usage which would be December, January, February, and March. Depending on how everyone feels about it, this is one way of preventing the freezing of meters which would put a terrible burden on our system’s operator, Nathan Marshall. This would still allow us to do what we need to do with the rate structure.

The floor was opened:

1. Carol Lindsay brought up the concern about the legality of not reading the water meters during the winter months.
William Davis: The concern is that we do not forgo the monthly rate charge.  There are other municipalities that are working on a similar plan to the one that we’ve got.
2. Fran Johnson: wanted to know when the rate would change on our bills.
Mayor Kennedy clarified we would not be billed the four winter months, but we would still be billed the base rate. There won’t be an overage charge.
3. Connie Buell: asked about the tier one average monthly bill and how it was figured. It’s averaged on the high users and low users.
4. Fran Johnson: What is the time frame? 
5. William Davis: We need to get our base water rate up to a level where the grant body will talk with us. Next, we work with the grant funding bodies so we can tell what sort of a system we’re looking at. At that point, we would begin talking about where this will be going as far as the timing.
6. Mayor Kennedy: We will make a decision probably in the November meeting. We most likely see the rate change beginning Jan. 1, 2023.
7. Wayne James: Wanted to know what the average usage was per meter in a month. He also expressed his concern with getting our town getting in over our heads in load debt.
Robin Davis: It’s an average of 14,000 gallons per month per meter.
Mayor Kennedy: We are moving forward in steps. We are not going to take out a loan of 5.5 million dollars. We may start with only $500,000.
8. Sherry Babcock: Are we leaning toward one proposal over another?
William Davis: We’re not looking at the grant proposals right now, but we’re looking at bringing our revenues in line with the revenues that the rest of the communities our size is dealing with. This way, if the Grant bodies are willing to cut us a good enough deal so we could take care of source, distribution, and storage all at the same time, we ought to at least consider it. Right now, our base rates are so low that the Grant bodies won’t even talk to us. Our priority is to get our rate structures in line.
9. Mike Gayler: expressed concern over new valves, etc. becoming obsolete.
10. John Buell: We live in this wonderful place, but we’ve got to do our part.
11. Gloria Chappell: What is your plan?
Kennedy Sylvester: We have to get our water bills to match other like communities before we can ask for any grant money. We’ve got to do our part.
12. [bookmark: _GoBack]Troy Kennedy
13. James Lindsey
14. Jon Christensen (Fire Chief): We have to fix it because we have to fix the fire flows. Jon thanked the Board for everything they’re doing.

Closing Comments:

William Davis: We are looking at four other water sources. If we can store a little bit all the time, then we’ll be in much better shape.

Kennedy Sylvester: Our main problems are source, fire flow, and storage
Ensign, the engineering firm, will make 15%.

When will we be able to give out water meters?

William Davis: We have to have a commitment from the grant body in order to proceed with water meters.

The November Town Board meeting was moved to November 15. That will allow a decision to be made on a proposal. All Board members agreed.

Mayor Kennedy thanked everyone for coming out.  


Adjournment: 8:25
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