
MINUTES OF COMBINED COMMISSION WORKING AND REGULAR SESSION MEETING HELD FEBRUARY 3, 2014 BEGINNING AT 9:00 A.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM #1, IN DUCHESNE, UTAH

Present
Commission Chairman Ronald Winterton; Commissioner Kirk J. Wood, Roads Director Glen Murphy and Commission Assistant BobbiJo Casper taking minutes of the meeting.
Absent


Commissioner Kent R. Peatross. 

Public Works/Road Department Update
Deputy County Attorney Tyler Allred joined the meeting at 9:05 A.M… Craig Ashby joined the meeting at 9:11 A.M…
Director Murphy reported that Ryan Harvey is moving his crusher from Pleasant Valley to the Landfill to crush Duchesne County four inch rock and thirty thousand tons of gravel for road base. This will take place behind our building inside the fence. The Road Department is working on Mortensen Lane (CR 52).  We have decided to do this project in two phases because the dust is more than a water truck can handle so we will do the remaining two miles in the fall. This will give us time to complete the Roseanne Ellis Road (CR 343). We have had a grader and a loader on the Roseanne Ellis Road doing some work and Moon Lake has a pole to move, but they are waiting for a check from us that should be in the vouchers for approval today. We will move the grader to Arcadia and make gravel or four inch. Roosevelt has plenty of gravel and is fully stocked. 
Victim Advocate Department Update
Victims Advocate Coordinator Alisha Sabin joined the meeting at 9:18 A.M…
Mrs. Sabin stated that she wanted to report last quarter’s services on the VOCA and VAWA program. Through VOCA, they were able to serve 31 victims, provided crisis intervention and 114 different services for the 31 people. She would like to revise the grant for this program because a goal from a previous advocate was for Juvenile Court, but her department doesn’t have the manpower to cover all of these cases and there is already a system in place for this. Their case load is so large it’s impossible, but they have tried to help as much as they can. Through VAWA, they served 46 people and helped with 14 protective orders. Of those served, 91% were female and 9% were male. Last year 85% of their victims were domestic violence cases, 9% stalking cases and 6% sexual assault cases. 62% of the protective orders were granted. Our primary victim has to be 18 years or older to qualify for the VAWA grant and everyone else in the house is counted underneath the primary person. Our goal for this year is service of protective orders because they have to be served five days prior to the court hearing and legal services isn’t always available so we are requesting that the court date be set 3 weeks out so they can be present. We also want to work on safety plans. The statistic is that women go back 7 times before they actually leave and we will set a plan for each victim. Thank you to the commission for helping us remodel our office, it now has a very warm feeling and is clutter free. We are very busy and we are putting in a lot of time. We would like to have Sue working 40 hours and hire a part time person. Chairman Winterton stated that we will have to request that in the grant. Mrs. Sabin stated that we are working on the language barrier with the Hispanic population. She is learning a little bit, but several officers who speak Spanish have gone above and beyond to help. She appreciates the working relationship that they have with the officers, it has helped tremendously. 
Consideration Of An Easement Request From EP Energy E&P Company L.P.
Jay Van Tassell joined the meeting at 9:38 A.M…
Mr. Van Tassell stated that this is a salt water disposal line 6000 south to 8000 south on the Blue Bench north of Duchesne. There is a 70 foot temporary construction easement with a 40 foot permanent easement. The pipeline will be buried 4-5 feet and we are offering 80 rods in the amount of four thousand dollars ($4,000). Director Murphy stated that he doesn’t see a problem with where this is going to be since it’s on the edge. Mr. Van Tassell stated that he did find an error in the documents so he will make the correction and bring it back for consideration next week. 
Consideration Of An Inter-Local Cooperative Agreement Providing For Consolidated Dispatch Services In The Uintah Basin
Attorney Allred stated that Attorney Stephen Foote signed this and asked to have Chairman Winterton to sign it. Chairman Winterton stated that one of his concerns is that the effective date is June of 2013 and asked Attorney Allred to look into this and compare it to the prior agreement. This agenda item was postponed by general consent.
Consideration Of A Seven County Memorandum Of Understanding (MOU) For Regional Economic Development
Chairman Winterton stated that this is to set guidelines and rules of how as an alliance we are conducting business. Bylaws will be set where we will have one vote. He will let the committee know that we are okay with the concept and will present it bring it back for final review once it’s in final form. This agenda item was postponed by general consent.
Consideration Of Season 4 Sponsorship Agreement With Chadwick Booth & Co.
Commissioner Wood motioned to approve the agreement with Chadwick Booth & Co. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed. 
Discussion Of A Draft Letter Regarding The Relicensing Of The Uintah Hydroelectric Project

County/Community Planning Administrator joined the meeting at 10:00 A.M…
Administrator Hyde stated that this is an existing facility and Moon Lake Electric wants to relicense it but missed the deadline so they are asking for an extension. We ask that they coordinate with him and set up a meeting to meet. This is on Forest Service property north of Neola in Uintah Canyon. Both commissioners consented to send the letter. 
Consideration Of Resolution No. 14-03, A Resolution Of The Duchesne County Commissioners Calling On The Congress Of The United States TO Fully Fund The Federal Payment In Lieu Of Taxes (PILT) Program For Fiscal Year 2014 And Authorize Continue Full Funding Of The PILT Program In Future Years

Chairman Winterton stated that this has gone through for this year, but he feels that this is good to have. Administrator Hyde stated that PILT is 10% of the county’s general fund budget. If they would turn the land over to the State, it would take care of this. Commissioner Wood stated anything that gets their attention helps. 

RESOLUTION #14-03

A RESOLUTION OF THE DUCHESNE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS CALLING ON THE CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES TO FULLY FUND THE FEDERAL PAYMENT IN LIEU OF TAXES (PILT) PROGRAM FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014 AND AUTHORIZE CONTINUED FULL FUNDING OF THE PILT PROGRAM IN FUTURE YEARS

WHEREAS, the federal Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILT) program was established in 1976 to offset costs incurred by counties for services provided to the federal government and to the users of federal land;

WHEREAS, according to Utah State Tax Commission data and a report prepared by the Utah Automated Geographic Research Center (AGRC), the percentage of federal land in Duchesne County that the county cannot tax (BLM, U.S. Forest Service, National Park Service, Mitigation Commission and Bureau of Reclamation) is 44.77% of the total land area in the county or approximately 937,311 acres of land;

WHEREAS, and additional 27.37% of the land area in Duchesne County is state or tribal land which cannot be taxed to pay for services; leaving only 27.86% of the land in private ownership and subject to ad valorem taxation;


WHEREAS, according to the average of estimates from the National Association of Counties, PILT funding in 2013 was about $0.66 per acre of federal lands land to which PILT applies, far below the amount those lands would return through value based taxation if those lands and their facilities were subject to county taxation;

WHEREAS, the 2013 PILT payment to Duchesne County of $1,737,658, was an important component (approximately ten percent) of the county general fund budget, ensuring that the county was able to provide necessary basic services on federal lands ranging from search and rescue to law enforcement activities; 

WHEREAS, removal of this annual funding stream for 2014 will prove detrimental to Duchesne and many other counties in Utah, who have budgeted assuming they would receive similar PILT funding in 2014;

WHEREAS, the Department of Interior in April, 2013 made an annual budget request of Congress for approximately $410 million nationwide for PILT, See Dept. of Interior 2014 Budget in Brief, page BH-108.  A deficit neutral placeholder for Interior’s PILT request was set to be included in the 2014 Consolidated Appropriations Act, H.R. 3547, 113th Congress;  

WHEREAS, actual PILT funding, however, was not included in the final version of the bill that Congress passed January 16, 2014 and the President signed into Public Law 113-076 on January 17, 2014;

WHEREAS, it is unprecedented that Congress has failed to include PILT funding in its major consolidated appropriations legislation; 

WHEREAS, Congress did appropriate $740.9 million in the 2014 Appropriations Act for wildland fire management activities, more than tripling BLM’s initial fire management budget request of $201.3 million, and representing approximately 77% of the $956.9 million Congress appropriated for BLM’s 2014 basic operating budget, See April, 2013 Dept. of Interior 2014 Budget in Brief at Appendix A; Public Law 113-076, Division G – Dept. of Interior Appropriations Act 2014;
WHEREAS, it appears that Department of Interior’s initial 2014 funding request of $410 million for PILT and other funds were absorbed without explanation into Department of Interior’s final appropriation for wildland fire management, swelling that account by $539 million from $201.3 million requested, to $740.9 million appropriated;

WHEREAS, Department of Interior’s wildland fire management budget would not be nearly so large if Department of Interior would manage its lands responsibly for multiple use and sustained yield, as the State of Utah and Utah’s counties have continually urged, and as the 1976 Federal Land Policy Management Act directs;

WHEREAS, Duchesne County and other counties in Utah are required to provide law enforcement, search and rescue, emergency medical services, road building and maintenance, and other community services on, or associated with tax-exempt federal public lands, and failure to provide a revenue source to such as PILT places a large, unsustainable burden squarely on the back of County tax payers, imposing a critical impact to the budget process and solvency of public land counties; 

WHEREAS, a bi-partisan effort in Congress is currently developing to include PILT funding in the pending 2014 Farm Bill, H.R. 2642 Agriculture Reform, Food and Jobs Act of 2013; Senate Version S. 954 same title;  

WHEREAS, beside the pending 2014 Farm Bill, there do not appear to be significant FY 2014 authorizing bills with bi-partisan support left in Congress for carrying 2014 PILT to full funding; and

WHEREAS, Congress, including members of Utah’s delegation, should prudently and practically give serious consideration to major authorizing bills in Congress, including the pending 2014 Farm Bill, that are calculated to most likely carry PILT forward to full funding for FY 2014, in order to protect Duchesne and other Utah counties from economic and fiscal harm;

WHEREAS, Congress should legislate and authorize full PILT funding in multi-year blocks to give Duchesne and other Utah counties stability and predictability when setting their upcoming calendar year operating budgets.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Duchesne County Commission, 

· Recognizes the unprecedented failure of Congress to fund PILT in the 2014 Appropriations Bill;

· Recognizes the serious financial hardship that Duchesne and other Utah counties face if they do not receive FY 2014 PILT payments by June of 2014;

· Recognizes the vital need of Duchesne and other Utah counties to have PILT funding certainty while engaged in their annual county budget processes;

· Calls on Congress and members of Utah’s Congressional Delegation to give serious consideration to those current pending legislative vehicles, including the pending 2014 Farm bill, which are best calculated to successfully carry PILT to full 2014 funding at the earliest opportunity; and

· Calls on Congress to establish reliable multi-year funding authorization for PILT, so Duchesne and other Utah counties may have certainty in their annual budget processes.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be sent to the members of Utah's congressional delegation.

PASSED this 3rd day of February 2014 by the Duchesne County Commissioners.

_________________________________________

Attest:

Ronald Winterton, Chairman

_________________________________________

_____________________________

Kirk J. Wood, Commissioner




Diane Freston









County Clerk/Auditor

_________________________________________

Kent R. Peatross, Commissioner

Commissioner Wood moved to adopt Resolution No. 14-03. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.  
Tax Adjustment – Treasurer 

Deputy Clerk Auditor Connie Sweat and Deputy Treasurer Jamie Park joined the meeting at 10:12 A.M…
The commission reviewed the attached tax adjustment presented by the Treasurer’s Department. Commissioner Wood moved to approve the tax adjustment as recommended by the Treasurer’s Office with the stipulation that Mr. Jon Wilkerson has 12 months to pay this and is not to default on payments, if that happens, penalty and interest fees will be put back on. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.

Consideration Of Vouchers
The commission reviewed vouchers # 127271 through 127344 dated February 03, 2014 in the amount four hundred seventeen thousand three hundred fifty four dollars and sixty five cents ($417.354.65). Commissioner Wood motioned to approve the vouchers. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Consideration Of A Business License Application For Iron Ox Field Service LLC
Commissioner Wood motioned to approve the business license application as presented. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.
Personnel Department Update



HR/Personnel Director Lisa Henrie joined the meeting at 10:30 A.M…
Director Henrie reported that she has been busy recruiting and they filled the position for the Building and Grounds position. They did interviews for the Road Department last week and they are still reviewing this. Cynthia Wardle and Holly Purdy from the Sheriff’s Department are handling the hiring for the Animal Control Assistant. They are also working on job descriptions and classifications, policy manual and manager training. 

-Entered Recess at 10:36 A.M…
-Re-entered Combined Commission Meeting at 10:49 A.M…

Closed Meeting – 

Commissioner Wood moved to go into and out of closed session for the purpose of discussing personnel issues at 10:49 A.M. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed. Assistant Casper was excused. 
-Re-entered Combined Commission Meeting at 11:30 A.M… Assistant Casper re-joined the meeting at 11:30 P.M…
Consideration To Take Action Discussed Under Closed Meeting

No action was necessary.

Consideration Of Minutes For Combined Commission Meeting Held January 06, 2014
Commissioner Wood moved to approve the minutes with the necessary corrections. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.  
Consideration Of Minutes For Combined Commission Meeting Held January 13, 2014
Commissioner Wood moved to approve the minutes with the necessary corrections. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.  
Consideration Of Minutes For Combined Commission Meeting Held January 27, 2014

Commissioner Wood moved to approve the minutes with the necessary corrections. Chairman Winterton seconded the motion. Both commissioners voted aye and the motion passed.  
Adjourn

Chairman Winterton adjourned the meeting at 12:11 P.M.
Read and approved this 10th day of February 2014.
	 
	
	 
	

	Ronald Winterton
	
	Diane Freston
	

	Commission Chairman
	
	Clerk/Auditor
	


Minutes of the meeting were prepared by BobbiJo Casper____________________________________  
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