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ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
OCTOBER 18, 2022
WORK MEETING – 5:00 P.M.
REGULAR MEETING – 6:00 P.M.
ESCALANTE CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS - 56 NORTH 100 WEST


Mayor Melani Torgersen called the work meeting to order at 5:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said work meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Guy Graham, Marlene Stowe, Lenza Wilson and City Recorder Stephanie Steed. City Attorney Barry Huntington arrived at 5:35 p.m. Council members Dan’l Lindsay and Chad Lyman were excused. 

No one else was present.
 
The work meeting was to review the Ordinances. 

The work meeting adjourned at 5:50 p.m.

Mayor Torgersen called the regular meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. in the Escalante City Council Chambers.

Present at said regular meeting were Mayor Torgersen, Council members Graham, Stowe, Wilson, Lyman, City Attorney Huntington and City Recorder Steed. Council member Lindsay 
was excused. 

Also present were Bill Weppner, Fred Spencer, Richard White, Sherri Meisenbach,
Dan Meisenbach, John Meisenbach, Peggy Meisenbach, Victory Crawford, Gene Quilter, 
Dani Meisenbach, Woody Haycock, Lynett Haycock and Lawrence Barnes.

Mayor Torgersen led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA
[bookmark: _Hlk10560380]Council member Wilson moved to adopt the agenda as written. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lyman, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 

APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 6, 2022 MEETING
Council member Stowe moved to approve the minutes of the September 6, 2022 meeting as written. Council member Graham seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Lyman, Stowe and Graham voting aye. Council member Wilson abstained due to being absent from said meeting. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS
BILL WEPPNER
Mr. Weppner said he is the Chairman of the Grand Staircase Escalante National Monument (GSENM) advisory committee. Mr. Weppner said Joe Biden has signed a proclamation to redefine the GSENM and take it back to its original size. Mr. Weppner said in the proclamation they have designated the GSENM as part of the National Land Conservation System which is an addition to what existed before. Mr. Weppner said Escalante City is considered a gateway for the GSENM. Mr. Weppner said there are new BLM guidance documents and it will be a whole new resource management plan and that goes all the way to the point of closing off all access, all grazing and all activities on the monument. Mr. Weppner said that is not going to happen but that is how extreme it can be. Mr. Weppner said he is offering if anyone would like to talk to him about it or if the city would like him to do a presentation or would like to get involved directly with the monument advisory committee, he is more than happy to facilitate it. Mr. Weppner said the advisory committee has two County Commissioners, one from Garfield County and one from Kane County, a State Public Lands Attorney and other really good people. Mr. Weppner said this is a way to get involved. Mr. Weppner said it will affect the economy of Escalante if it goes that far. Mayor Torgersen said she will be in contact with Mr. Weppner. 

SHERRI MEISENBACH
Mrs. Meisenbach said she is representing the Escalante Lions Club. Mrs. Meisenbach said the Lions Club would like to donate $500.00 to Lenza Wilson for the Christmas Light Parade. 
Mrs. Meisenbach said this is an example of what the Lions Club supports. Mrs. Meisenbach thanked the city for helping with the Car Show. 

PLANNING AND ZONING ITEMS 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
There were no updates at this time. 

SCHEDULED ITEMS
JILL PHILLIPS – PUMPKIN PATCH DONATION
This item was tabled. 

DENTAL CLINIC LEASE AGREEMENT
Mayor Torgersen explained Escalante City has signed a lease agreement for the Dental Office with Wayne Community Health Clinic (WCHC). Mayor Torgersen said the agreement does not allow subleases. Mayor Torgersen said David Frandsen would like to use the building for his Physical Therapy Practice like he has done in the past. Council member Wilson said he understands what Mr. Frandsen is doing is important but leasing to two entities can be a mess. Mayor Torgersen said it may be an option for Mr. Frandsen to lease a room in the Innovation Center. Mayor Torgersen said the Innovation Center is mostly for remote work but there may be a spot available for two days a week. Council member Wilson asked if the lease of the Dental Clinic building gives WCHC the whole building. City Attorney Huntington said yes and they 
are not to sublease. City Attorney Huntington explained the building is not available to anyone but WCHC due to the contract stating no subleasing. City Attorney Huntington said the city legally cannot rent the building to Mr. Frandsen because there is no subleasing. City Attorney Huntington said if the city leases the building to anyone besides WCHC they will be breaching their contract. 

REPLACE WATERLINE 300 WEST WASH CROSSING
Council member Graham explained this project. Council member Graham said the waterline is exposed in the wash crossing on three hundred West. Council member Graham said he has a bid to replace the eight inch pipe and bury it under the wash. Council member Graham said the road will be closed and the water off while the new connections are made. Council member Graham said the bid is for $25,900.00. Council member Lyman asked if Council Member Graham only received one bid. Council member Graham said yes. Mayor Torgersen said the city needs to get the line replaced before it freezes. City Engineer Richard White said he will be surveying where the line is tomorrow. City Engineer White asked if the line leaks. Council member Graham said no. City Engineer White said the city might be able to stabilize the channel bottom so the line can be buried without replacing it. Council member Lyman said the channel bottom keeps cutting deeper. City Engineer White said the plan is to stabilize the channel bottom anyway. Council member Lyman asked if both projects were done together if it would save the city money. Council member Graham said he feels the waterline needs to be replaced now. Mayor Torgersen said this is an emergency project due to it needing to be done before it freezes. This item was discussed at length. Council member Graham moved to move forward with replacing the eight inch waterline. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Graham, Lyman, Wilson and Stowe voting aye.
 
REPLACE WATERLINE 1300 EAST
Council member Graham explained the city received three bids for this project but they all came in too high. Council member Graham said he would like to have all three bidders resubmit their bids for this project. Council member Graham moved to have the three previous bidders resubmit their bids for this project. Council member Lyman seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lyman, Graham and Wilson voting aye. 
           
DEPARTMENT REPORTS
ADMINISTRATIVE
City Recorder Steed said the Budget and Financial Reports are available for review. 

City Recorder Steed reported on the Recorders Conference, Business License Conference and the Utah League of Cities and Towns Conference and thanked the Council for sending her. 
  
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT
The Public Works Department was not present at said meeting.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
Bill Weppner explained the Utah Communication Authority is responsible for all the emergency radio frequencies in the state and they are changing the direction of the communications. 
Mr. Weppner said the communication will be changed to a digital eight hundred mega hurts signal for all emergency services. Mr. Weppner said the current radios the Fire Department carries will not work with this change. Mr. Weppner said Senator Owens moved forward a bill to get twenty five million dollars of funding to support rural emergency services. Mr. Weppner said he has contacted the vendor and the radios are between two thousand dollars and five thousand dollars each. Mr. Weppner said with the grant the city would only have to pay ten percent for the radio and the Fire Department would have to turn in all the old radios. Mr. Weppner said he is here asking if he can move forward and get a spreadsheet together of what it will cost to change over all the radios. This item was discussed at length and Mayor Torgersen told Mr. Weppner to get a spreadsheet together and put it on the agenda for further discussion. 

COUNCIL REPORTS
MAYOR MELANI TORGERSEN
Mayor Torgersen said it has been a good year filled with fun and successful events. 
Mayor Torgersen said she feels all the events have grown this year. Mayor Torgersen thanked everyone for their help and effort in putting on the events. 

COUNCIL MEMBER CHAD LYMAN
Council member Lyman had nothing to report at this time. 

COUNCIL MEMBER LENZA WILSON
Council member Wilson said the generator is installed at the Multi-Purpose Center and he will be testing it on Friday. 

Council member Wilson said the city currently gets propane through Garkane Propane. Council member Wilson said the city has seven propane tanks. Council member Wilson said Garkane Propane is raising their tank rental fees. Council member Wilson said based on the new rate the city will be paying one thousand three hundred and seventy dollars a year for rental. Council member Wilson said Blackburn out of Loa will rent the city tanks for one dollar a year. Council member Wilson explained if the city were to go with Blackburn, they would pump all the propane from the existing tanks to the new tanks. Council member Wilson said the propane prices are about the same for both companies. 

Council member Wilson asked to have the Airport Drainage put on the next agenda.

Council member Wilson said he has been in contact with Armstrong Consultants about the upcoming project for the Airport. 
   
COUNCIL MEMBER GUY GRAHAM
Council member Graham said the spring project is coming along and he is happy with what he has seen. 

COUNCIL MEMBER MARLENE STOWE
Council member Stowe had nothing to report at this time. 

COUNCIL MEMBER DAN’L LINDSAY
Council member Lindsay was not present at said meeting. 

UNPAID BILLS
Council member Stowe moved to pay the unpaid bills. Council member Wilson seconded the motion. Motion carried with Council members Stowe, Lyman, Wilson and Graham voting aye. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
There was no executive session at this time. 
 
Council member Lyman moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:28 p.m. Council member Stowe seconded the motion. Motion carried with all in favor.


________________________________________
Stephanie Steed, MMC
City Recorder

Date minutes approved: 11/1/2022



