Laketown Planning & Zoning Commission Meeting
Wednesday, September 28, 2022
8:00 pm

Welcome & Attendance: 7:38 pm start time.  Duane welcomed those present.

Members Present: Duane Robinson, Chairperson; Dennis Hodges, Tamie Gomez, Nellie Brown, and Ruby Hunter, Recording Secretary.

Public Members: Delora, City Council Representative; Burdette Weston, Mayor; Steve Meyers, Robyn & Troy Esterholdt. Brandon Willis joined via phone.

Pledge of Allegiance: members counted the pledge from the previous Public Hearing Meeting.

Minutes: Members reviewed minutes from August 31, 2022.
Duane entertained the motion to accept the minutes.
Tamie made the motion. 
Nellie seconded.
All in favor.

Agenda Add-On Items: 
1. Commercial Setbacks
2. Cody Reed Replacement

Town Council Update – Brandon Willis:

Nothing was discussed at the last town council outside of the General Plan discussion.

Duane presented copies of the Building Permit Requirements with clarifications that Brandon had added. The words in red reflected the changes.  There were also two sentences scratched out suggesting removal. Planning and Zoning members indicated their approval of the form.  If the proposed changes are accepted by Town Council the approval process will go as follows:  Planning and Zoning will grant their approval.  The form will then be sent to the Town Council. Once Town Council gives approval, the process will then move forward to approval at the county level.  The building inspector will grant the final approval.  Planning and Zoning made the recommendation to accept Brandon’s proposed changes.  

Other:
a. Esterholdt Property Development Evaluation:

Troy and Robyn Esterholdt have property below the Watson home on Falula Road.  They are interested in splitting it between their children. This property was deeded to Troy and his sister by Troy’s father.  Troy would like to split his half between his two children, Brady and Brittany.  Duane expressed concern for access for the purpose of building on the property. Duane is not sure what the right-away is. He has always viewed it as an agricultural right-away.  
Troy asked about the number of times it can be divided.  Burdette and Duane agreed that this is a situation that needs some research.  Can agricultural land be split more than once legally?  The land has not been split between Troy and his sister, Laurie, yet.

The members agreed they have some research to do on dividing agricultural property.  Burdette mentioned that this is something that needs to be looked at because families with agricultural property naturally want to give it to their children.  When property has stayed in agriculture, ranchers in the past have split their property multiple times.  However, when a home is being built or the agricultural property is in city limits there are questions as to when/if they can split more than once, or more often than seven years.  Duane said the commission needs more time to before they can give Esterholdts an answer.  The Commission will run some ideas through the attorney and town council and try to determine appropriate explanations for those questions.  Troy suggested that in the meantime they should move forward and put their two kids together on his half and his sister Laurie’s children on her half. 

Commercial Setbacks:

Duane asked if everyone was comfortable with a 10-foot rear setback.  Dennis agreed that as long they had room to get around the backside of the commercial building that it should be good.  
Dennis made a motion to propose 10 feet on sides and backs and 50 feet on the front for commercial setbacks. 
Tamie seconded.  
All in favor.

Replacement for Cody Reed:  

Duane asked Brandon (via phone) and Delora how many recommendations the Town Council would like?  Brandon and Delora suggested they give some names to Town Council, and the mayor will determine the candidate. The members compiled a short list: Jon Carver, Brian or Brittany Menasco, Misty O’Mealy, and Duane suggested the possibility of Ruby Hunter. 

Around the Room:

Tamie spoke to someone earlier about affordable housing for employees and Garden City is currently trying to come up with a plan for that.  Garden City’s employee housing could benefit employees working in Laketown, supporting the well-being of our local businesses.

No one else had anything for further discussion. 

Duane motioned to adjourn. 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:23 pm.
